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Patricia Rabaglia stands in front of a tree that fell on her home on 148th Street in north Flushing. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY THE TIMESLEDGER STAFF

By Tuesday the skies were 
cloudless and blue, but the effects 
of Irene could still be seen around 
the borough in downed trees, 
flood damage and the complete 
destruction of two Broad Channel 
homes.

The hurricane, which caused 
wreckage from the Caribbean to 
New Jersey, had largely spared 
the city, turning into a tropical 
storm when it hit, but still caused 
damage. There 
were scattered 
power outages 
across Queens 
and some Inter-
net service still 
was down.

A spokesman for Borough 
President Helen Marshall said 
the office was still waiting for the 
city Economic Development Corp. 
to release its assessment of Irene’s 
economic impact on the borough 
after many retail outlets closed 
their doors Saturday as public 
transit came to a halt.

“We will work with business-
es and the emergency response 
unit of the New York City Depart-
ment of Small Business Services 
impacted by store closings or re-
ductions,” said spokesman Dan 
Andrews.

In northeast Queens, trees 
fell on cars and streets in neigh-
borhoods like Douglaston, Udalls 

Continued on Page 16

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

Flushing’s Asian-American 
seniors face a unique set of chal-
lenges, and a coalition of six com-
munity groups is working togeth-
er to do everything it can to help 
them live comfortably in their 
golden years.

A new study released last 
week underscores the impor-
tance of paying attention to se-
niors, who are often overlooked 
by society but many times need 
the most help.

Irene topples trees in Flushing
Northeast Queens awakes to fi nd damaged cars and houses in wake of tropical storm

Asian elderly 
spotlighted 
in new study

Continued on Page 18
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BY JOE ANUTA

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg urged New 
Yorkers to prepare for Hur-
ricane Irene in the days 
leading up to the storm, but 
Queens residents did more 
than just buy batteries and 
flashlights.

A Key Food grocery 
store on 31st Street near 
Ditmars Boulevard in Asto-
ria offered a glimpse of how 
the community was girding 
itself for the storm.

The store was packed 
at 9 p.m. One woman was 
complaining somebody 
took the last loaf of rye 
bread while many others 
were talking about the im-
pending hurricane on their 
cell phones as they waited 
in long lines.

“All the bread is gone. 
It’s unbelievable. There 
wasn’t water either at the 
last two stores we went to,” 
said a man originally from 
Serbia who would only give 
his name as Andreja B.

Residents in the store 
were stocking up on other 
items for survival, although 
what was considered essen-
tial varied widely.

One man’s cart was 
full of numerous cans of 
split pea soup, just as many 
cans of Starbucks iced cof-
fee and two bags of cereal: 
Coco Roos and Corn Puff 
Blasts.

Another woman had 
about 10 Hungry Man mi-
crowavable dinners and a 
pile of Ramen instant noo-
dle soups.

The beer section of the 

grocery store looked as if 
Irene had already arrived, 
with cases of alcohol in dis-
array, possibly as shoppers 
searched for the coldest 
bunch.

But residents did not 
need to buy grocery store 
beer to cope with the storm. 
A bar down the street was 
offering hurricane drink 
specials, since natural 
disasters typically drive 
people to drink, according 
to Ditmars Station Bar and 
Pub bartender Amanda El-
der.

“Everybody will want 
to get wasted tomorrow,” 
she said.

But a patron at the bar 
disagreed.

“I think people will 
want to get wasted tonight,” 
he said.

If some establishments 
were offering discounts, 
others around the borough 
were raising prices.

At a Delta gas station 
in College Point, the price 
of gas went from under $4 
a gallon Friday to $4.19 Sat-
urday.

Not many cars were on 
the eerily silent streets Sat-
urday, however.

Many people were hav-
ing movie marathons at 
home and socializing with 
friends.

Others like Donald 
Jones were making new 
friends in one of the 91 shel-
ters set up by the city for 
evacuees.

“I was kinda happy,” 
he said. “I got to meet some 
cool people.”

Jones is a resident of 
Rosedale, which experi-
enced heavy flooding and 
power outages, but he was 
staying at William Cullen 
Bryant High School, at 48-
10 31st Ave in Astoria.

The day after the hur-
ricane, he was still wait-

ing to return to southeast 
Queens and took a stroll 
through the neighborhood, 
checking out some of the 
damage.

On 33rd Street in As-
toria, police from Emer-
gency Services were hack-
ing apart a large tree limb 
with chain saws, clearing 
the way for any emergency 
vehicles that should need to 
pass.

Several residents were 
watching, including a man 
who only wanted to be iden-
tified as Guido.

“They overdid it,” he 
said in reference to Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s prep-
aration to the storm. “His 
snowstorm last year, that’s 
the reason.”

Others in the neigh-
borhood disagreed.

“I don’t think you can 
over-prepare,” said Joseph 
Albano.

BY JOE ANUTA

Tim Rickey and his 
disaster team were called 
into Queens last weekend 
to save residents’ lives — by 
saving their pets.

Rickey has been de-
ployed to hurricanes like 
Katrina, Ike and Rita, 
where he traveled in boats 
to perform daring water 
rescues, snatching pooches 
and kittens off rooftops and 
out of apartment buildings.

“During disasters, 
helping animals is helping 
people,” said Rickey, who 
runs a disaster response 
team for the American So-
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. “The 
reality is that people will 
not evacuate without their 
pets.”

Rickey and the ASPCA 
were part of the New York 
City Animal Planning Task 
Force, which organized 
the intake of pets into the 
91 shelters the city set up 
in response to Hurricane 
Irene, which was down-
graded to a tropical storm 
before hitting the city Sun-
day morning.

About 230 pets took 
refuge with their owners in 
the shelters, which were set 
up for residents who live in 
flood-prone areas and were 
ordered to evacuate by 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg. 
Most of the pets were dogs 
and cats, but Rickey said 
that several birds showed 
up. Seven turtles also 
sought refuge at the shel-
ter at John Adams High 
School, at 101-02 Rockaway 
Blvd.  in Ozone Park. The 

city supplied food, crates 
and bowls for the animals, 
and the ASPCA donated 
additional resources when 
necessary.

Rosalie Yandoli lives in 
Rockaway Park and refused 
to evacuate even when the 
NYPD came knocking.

“The police came and 
said, ‘Leave’ and I said, 
‘No,’” Yandoli said. “I have 
a cat that is going to be 14 in 
a month.”

But once Yandoli found 
out that her 14-year-old cal-
ico cat named Brandy was 
welcome, she made the trip 
to John Adams.

After the storm, she 
found out that her house 
was flooded and without 
power.

“I would have been 
swimming with the cat,” 
she said.

On Monday morning, 
Rickey was performing 

A jet ski was found on Cross Bay Boulevard. Residents said it likely washed up there from someone’s 
property. Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens makes most of Irene
Prices at the pump jump in College Point, while others stockpile food

ASPCA team rescues 
boro’s pets from Irene

A kitten wants to play af-
ter being transported from 
Freeport, L.I., to an ani-
mal adoption center in 
Glendale before the storm. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 16
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Assembly candidate DeSena slams Mayersohn stepdown
Queens Democrats deny rigging election timing to boost chances staffer Simanowitz will succeed her

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

The Republican can-
didate to replace Nettie 
Mayersohn, who retired in 
April from the 27th District 
state Assembly seat she 
held for 28 years, contends 
that the Queens Democratic 
Party manipulated the tim-
ing of the special election to 
replace her.

Marco DeSena alleges 
that the county Democratic 
Party’s leaders — under the 
guidance of its chairman, 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights) — 
orchestrated a situation 
whereby Mayersohn would 
win re-election in 2010 
based on her name rec-
ognition, then step down 
in order to make way for 
her chief of staff, Michael 
Simanowitz, to take her 
place.

DeSena says he be-
lieves the party’s leaders, 

counting on more Demo-
crats to vote in a city special 
election than Republicans, 
waited until a few months 
after Mayersohn won, then 
had her step down quietly, 
keeping the limelight off 
the race and — they hope 
— allowing for Simanowitz 
to take her place relatively 
easily.

“That’s the incredibly 
shady way they tried to get 
the Democrats elected. As-

s e mbly-
w o m a n 
M a y -
e r s o h n 
retiring 

four months into her ten-
ure this year is, I think, 
unfair to the voters. I truly 
believe it was orchestrated 
this way,” DeSena said.

But the Simanowitz 
camp denies those allega-
tions.

“Mr. DeSena is delu-
sional,” Ross Wallenstein, 

campaign manager for Si-
manowitz, said in response 
to the charges leveled by 
DeSena. The Simanowitz 
campaign declined to speak 
to individual allegations.

DeSena sees a con-
spiracy on behalf of the 

Democrats he believes 
undermines the demo-
cratic process. He said the 
vast majority of voters he 
speaks with have no idea 
there is even a special elec-
tion going on in their area, 
and DeSena says that could 

have been remedied by al-
lowing for a longer cam-
paign.

“Instead of lengthen-
ing the election so voters 
are informed and we have a 
longer period of time to run 
a proper campaign, they 
shortened it even more so 
the election is on Primary 
Day because there are way 
more Democratic prima-
ries in New York City than 
there are Republican ones. 
Democrats are more used 
to voting in primaries,” he 
said. “Before anyone notic-
es, the whole thing will be 
done.”

Queens Democratic 
Party Executive Secretary 
Michael Reich said the par-
ty had no part in helping 
Mayersohn decide when to 
step down.

“All I can tell you is it 
was entirely Nettie May-
ersohn’s decision to retire 
when she wanted to. She 

was entitled to do that, and 
no one should take away 
all those years of service 
to the Queens community,” 
he said. “I don’t even know 
why he’s wasting his time 
running. He has no qualifi-
cations.”

Robert Hornak, De-
Sena’s chief of staff, said he 
believes there are some ad-
vantages for his candidate 
to a short campaign, and 
that his campaign believes 
he has the ability to win the 
seat for the Republicans.

“This is going to be a 
ridiculously low turnout 
election. A high estimate 
would be 10,000 [votes cast]. 
We think if we could get 
about 4,000 people out, we’d 
have a good chance of win-
ning,” Hornak said. “We 
really see this because it’s 
a low turnout race as being 
less media-driven. We’ve 
got to give them a reason to 
come out and vote.”

Republican Assembly candidate Marco DeSena (l.) is accusing 
Democrats of rigging the timing of the race so that Democratic 
candidate Michael Simanowitz (r.) has a better chance of winning.  

Photos by Connor Adams Sheets
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SHOTS IN THE DARK

 BY JOE ANUTA, HOWARD KOPLOWITZ AND 
IVAN PEREIRA

Tyquan Jackson was stabbed to death 
in a November 2003 fight involving some 
200 teens in Jamaica. He was 15 years old.

A few days later at the funeral, a 
16-year-old named Ronald Merritt watched 
Tyquan vanish into the ground.

Before Tyquan’s 
death, Merritt was a 
South Jamaica teen on 
the streets who wanted 

to impress his friends. 
“I was selling drugs, running around 

robbing with guns on me,” Merritt said.
But when a southeast Queens activist 

named Erica Ford spoke at the service, he 
had an epiphany.

“There was probably over 100 people in 
there, but I felt like it was coming straight 
to me. She said, ‘If you want to change your 
life, come to me,’” Merritt said.

Ford stayed true to her word.

This second part of an investigative se-
ries by TimesLedger Newspapers explores 
how Ford and other community activists 
have used violence as galvanizing points to 
change lives in neighborhoods like Jamai-
ca, St. Albans, Cambria Heights, Queens 
Village, Laurelton, Brookville, Springfield 
Gardens, Hollis, New Hyde Park, Bellerose 
and Rosedale. 

Culture of violence
A TimesLedger analysis of 2010 police 

statistics from southeast Queens found 
there were 43 murders spanning three po-
lice precincts: the 103rd, the 105th and the 
113th. The murders constituted nearly half 
of the 100 homicides in Queens.  There still 
had been no arrests in 25 of those murders 
by last week, police said.

Ford attributes the death toll to a cul-
ture of violence that pervades the area. She 
believes that there are many contributing 
factors, including hip-hop and rap culture, 
the repercussions of the crack epidemic of 
the 1980s and the lack of community facili-
ties in southeast Queens.

Ford hopes that her mentorship of 

young people like Merritt will save them 
from the violence.

“He put his gun down and now he 
shoots video,” Ford said of her young pro-
tege.

Merritt is now 24. He runs his own 
film company called “Du U TV” and is se-
rious about it — he has the logo tattooed on 
his hand.

He has shot video for former Gov. Da-
vid Paterson, hip-hop mogul Russell Sim-
mons and Queens-born rapper Ja Rule. He 

speaks to fathers in prisons — his own was 
incarcerated for most of Merritt’s child-
hood growing up in the South Jamaica 
Houses — and provides a role model for 
other teens who want to get off the streets.

But Merritt admits that it wasn’t easy.
“If it wasn’t for Erica Ford, I’d still be 

on that street corner,” he said.
Details were scarce, but Tyquan was 

stabbed after a group of about 200 teens 
from two high schools — neither of which 
Tyquan attended — got into a confronta-
tion on Archer Avenue in Jamaica. By the 
time the fighting was over, Tyquan was 
dead. 

After the funeral, Merritt thought 
about death on a daily basis..

Ford’s LIFE Camp seemed like it could 
help Merritt escape the mayhem that had 
claimed his friend, but his life in South Ja-
maica seemed like a world away.

“I couldn’t go, because I was from 
the hood,” Merritt said. “I didn’t want my 
friends to laugh.”

When Merritt finally made the trip 
to York College in Jamaica, he set his cell 
phone alarm for 10 minutes.

Ronald Merritt (r.) credits activist Erica Ford with getting him off the streets. Merritt now runs a company called “Du U TV.” Photos by Christina Santucci

Jamaica
St. Albans

Total  Murders 
in southeast
Queens: 2010

103rd 
Precinct: 11

113th
Precinct: 16

105th
Precinct: 16

South
Jamaica

Laurelton

Rosedale

113th

103rd
Hollis

105th

Total Murders in Queens in 2010: 100
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SHOTS IN THE DARK

“I’ll give her 10 min-
utes of my time and see 
how good this program is 
or I’ll see how whack this 
program is,” he said.

He walked in to find a 
room full of teens working 
on video projects, inter-
viewing each other.

When his alarm went 
off, Merritt pretended it 
was a phone call and left. 
But his brief time there was 
enough to entice him back.

“They got the cameras 
and everything, I was like, 
‘I can do this,’” he said.

Nearly 10 years later, 
Merritt now tries to give 
young people the same op-
portunities that were of-
fered to him.  And he is not 
the only one taking a stand 
against violence in south-
east Queens.

A family fights back
The family of Tony 

McFadden Jr. II, who was 
killed Oct. 11, said they 
have been working to help 
others handle the pain that 
they continue to endure.

McFadden, who was 
known as Tone Macc and 
Junior to his family and 
friends, was 26 years old 
when he was murdered. 
According to the Queens 
district attorney, Luis 
Cherry has been charged 
with shooting McFadden in 
the head outside the home 
where McFadden was liv-
ing with his girlfriend and 
her family. Cherry was ar-
rested in January. 

Cherry, who the police 
say has ties to the Crips 
gang, has also been accused 
of another murder three 
days after McFadden’s 
death in Suffolk County, 
according to the Suffolk 
County district attorney’s 
office.  

He is currently await-
ing trial in both Queens 
and Suffolk.

Talia McFadden, Mc-
Fadden’s older sister, said 
she has been establishing 
the Tony McFadden Jr. II 
Foundation as a way not 
only to cope with her loss 
but to help other victims’ 
families.

The nonprofit aims to 
create a venue where the 
community, businesses 

BY IVAN PEREIRA

On Oct. 11, 2010, the 
day Tony McFadden Jr. II 
was killed, he asked his 
mother for one small favor.

The 26-year-old, who 
was known to his family 
simply as Junior or Tone 
Macc, was set to visit his 
parents and siblings at 
their Jamaica home for 
dinner and he wanted to 
make sure they were ready 
for him.

“He told me, ‘Make 
sure you fix me a plate,’” 
Sherian McFadden re-
called. “He said, ‘I’m com-
ing over, just make sure 
you put me a plate aside.’”

Although there is noth-
ing that can fill that empty 
seat at the McFadden table, 
the family said their faith 
and commitment to helping 
others has helped to keep 
Junior’s spirit alive.

Bishop Tony Mc-
Fadden Sr., pastor of the 
Church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ in Jamaica, recalled 
Junior, the eldest son of his 
six children, as a person 
who always did good for his 
family and friends.

Tone Macc would go to 
church every Sunday with 
the family, help out with 
chores at home and bring a 
smile to everyone, accord-
ing to the patriarch.

“He was a person you 
could not help but love,” 
he said. “His heart went 

out for people all the time. 
It did not matter who you 
were.”

Tone Macc lived in 
southeast Queens all his 
life, attended Jamaica High 
School and eventually be-
gan working as a plumber 
in the neighborhood. Even 
after moving out of the fam-
ily home, he remained close 
to his parents and siblings, 
making sure that every 
Sunday he was at church 

and making his voice heard 
in the choir.

“Oh, he’d make tears 
come to your eyes every 
time he sang,” Sherian Mc-
Fadden said.

The church, at 156-
20 South Rd., was the last 
place the family saw Tone 
Macc alive. Following the 
usual Sunday service, Tony 
Sr. recalled how he told his 
son he loved him right be-
fore they parted.

“And I hugged him for 
the last time that Sunday 
not knowing I’d never see 
him again,” he said.

Around 4:30 p.m., a 
man rang the bell at the 
house where Tone Macc 
was living and the visitor 
asked for him, police said. 
When he came down to see 
the man at the door, Tone 
Macc was fatally shot in 
the head.

For months, police 
searched for clues and un-
covered surveillance foot-
age that showed the suspect 

walking away nonchalantly 
in broad daylight moments 

after the shooting. On Jan. 
28, they arrested Luis Cher-
ry, 20, a suspected member 
of the Crips, who is accused 
of shooting another man in 
Suffolk County three days 
later, the authorities said.

He is currently wait-
ing to be tried on murder in 
Queens and Suffolk.

Talia McFadden, the 
eldest of the siblings, said 

Family remembers their last words to Tone Macc

Continued on Page 39Continued on Page 38

Talia McFadden (top) speaks about her brother Tony McFadden 
and shows a photo of him (above) on her cell phone as her mother 
Sherian McFadden (l.) looks on. Photos by Christina Santucci
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DOROTHY MATINALE - BROKER/OWNER
SERVING THE  COMMUNITY FOR OVER 15 YEARS

“THE ONLY STOP FOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS”

718-279-4800
Reservations 

S RD

STATION REALTY
of DOUGLASTON

Charming 4 BR, 1.5 BTH Colonial with Original Tin Ceilings and 
Pumpkin Pine Floors. Enclosed Porch and 2 Car Detached Garage. 

7,800 Square Foot Lot. 2 Blocks to LIRR …$849,000

Spacious 2BR. Parkview. Move-In Condition. Freshly
Painted. Close to Transportation. Low Maintenance,

Gas & Electric Included…. $168,000

SCAN HERE 
FOR DETAILED 
INFORMATION

3BR, 1.5BTH Updated Home with Custom Kitchen and New 
BTH. Private Backyard with Sprinkler System. Garage and 

Porch. Faces South. School District 26.   $595,000

REDUCED 1BR with Renovated Kit/BTH 
and All New Appliances. Access

To The Backyard From Bedroom… $205,000

One Block To LIRR. DOG FRIENDLY!!

REDUCED 1 BR Upper with Balcony and 
Washer/Dryer in Unit…. $189,000 (Unit #31B)

2BR Lower in Excellent Condition  $289,000 (Unit #5A)

2 Large Rooms w/BTH. Space for Reception Area Plus 
Office & Conference Room. On Second Floor. Across From 

LIRR Shopping Area & School … $2,300

LITTLE NEck co-op

DougLasToN offIcE RENTaL

Gym, Laundry & 1 Block to LIRR
1BR Beautiful Parkview … $286,000

Large Renovated 1BR w/Terrace And New Kitchen ... $308,000
2BR w/Updated Kitchen ... $245,000
2BR Overlooking Park ... $267,000
2BR Overlooking Park … $299,000

2BR Beautifully Renovated w/ Terrace … $339,000

1 BR Lower Co-Op. Smoking Allowed. Convenient Location – Close To 
All. School District #26. … $140,000

2 BR Lower, Beautiful Renovated Kit/Bath. W/I Closet in Master. W/D & 
Storage Unit. Parking…..$247,000

DougLasToN co-op
WELLEsLEy gaRDENs

DougLasToN co-op

DougLasToN co-op
DougLasToN ToWNhousE

DougLasToN coLoNIaL

WooDhavEN co-op

 Station Realty proudly supports the Douglaston Village Chamber of Commerce
www.stationrealty.com  •  42-32 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  •  718-279-4800www.stationrealty.com  •  42-32 235th St., Douglaston, NY 11363  •  718-279-4800

 
63-15 Douglaston Pkwy.DougLasToN coNDo
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Remember Your Loved Ones
New expansion plans approved for
The Sanctuary at Mount Lebanon
a Jewish Community Mausoleum

For a limited time only
Special Pre-Construction Pricing

Single & Companion Gravesites

Family Plots

Niche Space for Cremated Remains

Affordable Payment Plans
Credit Cards Accepted

A Not-For-Profit Cemetery serving the Jewish Community since 1914 

7800 Myrtle Ave      Glendale, Queens, NY 11385      718-821-0200

www.MountLebanonCemetery.com
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

POLICE 

Blotter

Bank hold-up yielded 
nothing for would-be robber

ELECTCHESTER — A man held up an Electchester 
bank Tuesday afternoon but did not steal anything, accord-
ing to a customer who witnessed the robbery attempt.

The man strolled into the Capital One bank, at 69-
09 164th St., shortly before 3:45 p.m., the witness said, at 
which point he walked up to a teller and handed her a note 
that said he was robbing the bank and that she should give 
him $10,000.

The girl then “freaked out” and ran away crying, and 
the attempted robber, who the customer described as a 
35-to-40-year-old black man wearing a turquoise shirt and 
jeans, calmly walked away and back out the door to the 
bank.

The man did not show a gun or other weapon, as far as 
the customer could tell, but he also did not clearly indicate 
that he did not have one.

No one was hurt during the incident, but many police 
officers responded to the scene, the customer said.

Two men in custody for 
robberies in boro: Cops

JAMAICA ESTATES — Police said two Brooklyn men 
have been arrested in connection with robberies of seven 
women in Jamaica Estates, Richmond Hill and Brooklyn.

Thomas Harris, 27, and Wendell Jenkins, 23, who live 
at separate addresses on Saratoga Avenue between Sutter 
and Pitkin avenues in Brooklyn, allegedly approached sev-
en women as they were entering their vehicles, demanded 
their ATM cards and personal identification numbers and 
then drove them to ATM locations and forced them to with-
draw money from the accounts, police said.

These incidents occurred on Grand Central Parkway 
near Kent Street in Jamaica Estates April 4, 2010; Kend-
rick Place near Mayfield Road in Jamaica Estates Dec. 22, 
2010; 113th Street near 89th Avenue in Richmond Hill Jan. 
8; and Marengo Street near McLaughlin Avenue in Jamai-
ca Estates Jan. 14. The three other incidents took place in 
Brooklyn Jan. 18, 23 and 24, police said.

Authorities were still on the lookout for a third sus-
pected robber, described as a black woman aged 25 to 35. 
Those with information should contact Crime Stoppers 
via phone at 1-800-577-TIPS, by visiting nypdcrimestop-
pers.com or by texting 274637 and entering TIP577.

Kieth Bronson is questioned by police following an incident on Bell Boulevard in Bayside early Tuesday. Photo by Christina Santucci

Man receives summons for stealing gum from Bayside shop
The corner of Bell Boulevard at 41st Avenue in Bay-

side was blocked with several NYPD vehicles Tuesday 
morning as officers responded to a 911 call of a man who 
allegedly stole a pack of gum and harassed a pedestrian 
on the street.

Kieth Bronson was given a summons by the police for 
allegedly stealing gum from the Bayside Smoke Shop.

Bronson was seen loitering in front of the 7-Eleven 
earlier in the morning, wearing black sneakers and jeans, 
a blue T-shirt, a black leather jacket and a red and black 
Chicago Bulls baseball cap.

The Bayside resident said he went into the 7-Eleven 
looking for a pack of Big Red gum, which he said the store 
did not stock, and was told he might have better luck across 
the street.

He claims he went across the street to the smoke shop, 
found an off-brand equivalent and put 28 cents on the coun-
ter.

“I was arrested for being 2 cents short,” he said after-
ward.

Larry, the shop’s owner, claimed Bronson came in 
and threw 3 cents on the counter for the 35-cent pack of 
gum and then ran out of the store, returning to his previ-
ous spot outside 7-Eleven. At that point, Larry called 911.

A friend of the owner’s, who wished to remain anony-
mous, said he was walking by Bronson when he allegedly 
grabbed him by his shirt collar and started screaming ra-
cial epithets at him.

“The van pulled up and you could hear him scream-
ing and yelling,” Larry said.

After spending several minutes handcuffed in the 
back of a police car, Bronson was released with a summon-
sand the advice, “If you can, just go home and stay out of 
trouble.”

At that point, he began walking south on Bell Bou-
levard. He told TimesLedger Newspapers, “I’m heading 
back to my place of resting.”

-- Rich Bockmann
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BY PHILIP NEWMAN

At a Saturday news 
conference, MTA Chair-
man Jay Walder was asked 
if New York’s transit system 
would be restored for travel 
by Monday once Hurricane 
Irene passed.

Walder, perhaps vi-
sualizing a nightmare of 
flooded tunnels and tracks, 
said, “I don’t see how we 
can do that.”

As forecast, Irene 
blew into the city Sunday 
but greatly diminished 
from the storm carrying 
100-plus-mph winds and 
inundating floods that had 
laid watery waste to the At-
lantic Coast to the south.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
gave credit to Walder’s 
eyebrow-raising decision 
to shut down the transit 
system before the storm hit 
at noon Saturday. In more 
than a century, only strikes 
had halted subway service.

“Days of preparation 

and coordination prevent-
ed much injury and loss,” 
Cuomo said. “Suspending 
service allowed the MTA to 
secure equipment, thus ex-
pediting return to service. 
In the darkest hours, New 
Yorkers shine the bright-
est. They did once again.”

Tom Prendergast, 
president of the New York 
City Transit Authority, 
which operates subways 
and buses, said his workers 
toiled feverishly to get the 
system back by Monday.

He said it took most 
the more than 40,000 em-

ployees to clear trees from 
tracks, pump out water and 
repair switches as well as 
walk tracks to determine if 
they were safe.

“They worked tire-
lessly, they worked double 
shifts, they stayed close 
to the place so they could 
rest and be ready for work 
instead of people complain-
ing about situations. They 
rolled up their sleeves and 
dealt with it,” Prendergast 
told NY1.

Restoration actually 
began on Sunday with the 
return of bus service only 
hours after Irene swept 
through the city.

By rush hour Mon-
day morning service had 
resumed on many bus and 
subway lines, although 
there were still some out-
ages and delays on the Long 
Island Rail Road beyond the 
Queens border into Nassau 
and Suffolk counties.

Some straphangers 
were upset because they 

had lost two days worth 
of travel on their weekly 
and monthly MetroCards, 
which the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 
refused to refund after sus-
pending service for Irene.

“It’s not possible for us 
to retroactively adjust the 
universe of valid and re-
cently expired MetroCards, 
which were individually 
purchased days and weeks 
prior to the hurricane in 
order to lengthen their va-
lidity periods,” said MTA 
spokesman Aaron Dono-
van.  “In addition to the 
technical challenge, we 
would need to obtain ap-
proval from the MTA board 
before taking any action. 
We intend to work through 
FEMA and our insurers to 
try to recover fare revenue 
lost as a result of the storm. 
If successful, we hope to 
put those funds to use ben-
efitting customers in some 
way.”

LIRR crews right a utility pole on the Far Rockaway line, which had trains rolling Monday. 
Photo courtesy Chris Calvagna/Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Mikhail Vekua (c.), an opera singer from Russia, patiently waits 
in Kennedy Airport for a flight to Moscow. Vekua was among the 
thousands of passengers stranded at the borough’s airports due 
to Hurricane Irene. Photo by Howard Koplowitz

BY JOE ANUTA AND HOWARD 
KOPLOWITZ

Hurricane Irene put 
a dent in the travel plans 
of thousands of airline 
passengers who patiently 
waited inside the termi-
nals at the borough’s air-
ports Monday, but stranded 
travelers tried to make the 
most of their extra time in 
the city.

About 11,000 flights 
had to be canceled at the 
city’s two major airports 
because of the storm.

Long lines snaked 
around John F. Kennedy 
International Airport’s 
Terminal 1 as busy Alita-
lia, Lufthansa and Korea 
Airlines employees tried to 
assuage frustrated custom-
ers.

Mikhail Vekua, a 
tenor from Russia, had his 
rehearsal and performance 
at the Metropolitan Opera 
canceled over the week-
end, so he waited to hop on 
a flight to Moscow at JFK 
Airport.

Vekua, who originally 
was supposed to go back 
to Moscow Sunday, said he 
did not look at his delayed 
flight as an inconvenience.

“I suppose New York 
very much loved me and 
New York doesn’t want me 
to go home,” he said. “Irene 
gave me more time to stay 
in New York.”

Vekua said he wit-
nessed the hurricane from 
his Manhattan hotel.

“I have fantastic pic-
tures from the storm,” he 
said. “Thank you, Irene, 

because she’s helped me 
stay in New York one day 
more.”

Bryan Ferguson, a 
senior at Colorado State, 
whose Saturday night flight 
from JFK to Rome was can-
celed, said he was hoping 
to get put on standby on an 
Alitalia flight Monday.

If not, Ferguson said 
he was told the next avail-
able flight would be Thurs-
day.

“I’m frustrated, but 
I’m trying to make light of 
the situation. I just try to 
forget about it,” he said. “I 
should be there right now, 
if not for Irene.

“It’s going to be a long, 
long, long day,” he said.

Vincenzo Zoda, a na-
tive of Italy, said his flight 
from Rochester to JFK was 
canceled and he had to 
make the eight-hour trip by 
car to Kennedy to reach his 
destination in Italy.

Zoda said he was frus-
trated that Delta said it 
would not be refunding the 
ticket he had booked for his 
Rochester flight.

Brooklyn resident 
Lourdes Perez got to JFK at 
9 a.m. for her Korean Air-
lines flight to Manila in the 
Philippines to visit family, 
but said as of 11:30 a.m. she 
was unsure of her depar-
ture time.

Perez was supposed to 
leave Saturday night and 
patiently waited Monday 
morning for news of her 
takeoff.

“It’s not trouble at all,” 
she said. “I just want to go 

Service restored after storm
Guv, mayor say pre-Irene shutdown was prudent as transit gets back on track

Irene leaves thousands 
stranded at JFK, LGA

More than 
40,000 MTA 
employees 

worked to get 
the subways 

running.

Continued on Page 40
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TURNER’S ROBO-PAL
We had some concern that Ed Koch, one of the 

greatest mayors this city has ever known, did not 
oppose renaming the Queensborough Bridge in his 
honor. Although humility was never his strong suit, 
we were hoping he would see this was a silly idea. But 
at 86, we figured he was entitled to this eccentricity.

But his support for businessman Bob Turner 
in the Sept. 13 special election to replace former U.S. 
Rep. Anthony Weiner is another thing altogether. 
Koch made it clear that he was supporting for one 
reason. He wanted to show his anger at President Ba-
rack Obama for not being a strong supporter of Israel 
by helping the far-right Republican get elected. Koch 
did this even though he knew that Democrat state 
Assemblyman David Weprin is a strong supporter of 
Israel.

In a statement last week, Koch said, “The elec-
tion of Bob Turner in a normally safe Democratic 
district running against President Obama’s position 
on Israel ... would send a message to his own party 
leadership as well as to President Obama.”

Koch repeated his endorsement of Turner in 
an annoying robo-call made to registered voters in 
Queens and Brooklyn.

Koch’s endorsement based on one issue stands in 
sharp contrast to that of City Councilman Peter Koo, 
who crossed party lines last week to endorse Weprin 
in his bid for the 9th Congressional District.

“As I have done in the past, I am crossing party 
lines to support a candidate I feel who will be the best 
for our community,” said Koo.

Koch endorsed a man with whom he has almost 
nothing in common in order to send Obama a mes-
sage. Koo crossed party lines and endorsed a man 
whom he knows and believes will be “good for the 
community.”

We hope Queens voters will look carefully and 
vote for the person who will best represent their in-
terests. To vote with the sole purpose of sending a 
message to Obama about Israel or any issue for that 
matter is a waste of a vote.

Turner is right about one thing, though: Koch is 
“a New York icon.” But that is all the more reason why 
we are troubled by Koch’s support for this Tea Party 
favorite. The robo-call for Turner is yet another sign 
that it is time for this once great political leader to 
fade quietly away.

Irene may not be the last we see of hurricanes

N
ow that Hurricane 
Irene has passed 
through our region, 
the damage she has 

caused will be assessed in 
the days and weeks to come. 
While she did not cause 
the catastrophic flooding 
of lower Manhattan or the 
city’s subway tunnel system 
that was originally feared, 
she still caused plenty of 
damage.

Hundreds of trees were 
uprooted, falling on cars, 
power lines and, in some 

cases, homes. She knocked 
out power to more than 
600,000 homes and busi-
nesses throughout the tri-
state region, and even with 
the aid of electric company 
crews from several other 
states it may take several 
days to fully restore power 
to everyone who lost it.

She caused a lot of 
coastal flooding and mod-
erate beach erosion to our 
shorelines, but it could 
have been much worse. 
While she was a Category 

1 hurricane, we should not 
be lulled into thinking that 
the next storm will be of the 
same strength. The 1938 
hurricane which ravaged 
our area and New England 
was a Category 3 storm. It 
is possible for such a storm 
of that magnitude to strike 
this area again.

Perhaps Hurricane 
Irene was a good dry run for 
our area. Kudos to our local 
government officials for or-
dering the necessary evac-
uations. A special thanks 

needs to go out to all of the 
emergency planners and 
local police, fire and EMT 
personnel, as well as all the 
volunteers who staffed the 
evacuation shelters.

Remember: Hurricane 
season lasts until Nov. 30. 
Could there be another 
tropical behemoth of the 
Atlantic that will roar to-
ward our area? Only time 
will tell.

John Amato
Fresh Meadows
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Turner a better choice for seat

W
riter George 
Grasso is way off 
the mark in his 
Aug. 11-17 letter 

to the editor “Koch’s pick 
is wrong for the country,” 
referring to former Mayor 
Ed Koch’s endorsement of 
Republican Bob Turner for 
Congress for the special 
election in the 9th Congres-
sional District.

He is backing Turner 
over his Democratic oppo-
nent, state Assemblyman 
David Weprin (D-Little 
Neck) to “send a message” 
to President Barack Obama 
for his antagonistic poli-
cies on Israel. Koch and 
others are infuriated over 
Obama’s call for Israel to 
return to the borders it had 
before the 1967 Arab-Israeli 
War, when Israel captured 
Gaza and the West Bank.

The writer claims We-
prin is a staunch supporter 
of Israel, but he is a prod-
uct of the powerful Queens 
Democratic Party machine, 
and that is where his true 
loyalty and support lies. 
Since the district encom-
passes parts of Brooklyn, 
he is now also beholden to 
shady Brooklyn boss As-

semblyman Vito Lopez, 
who, along with his Queens 
bosses, hand-picked him as 
the Democrat Party nomi-
nee.

A product of the We-
prin political family dy-
nasty controlling Queens 
for decades since his father 
Saul was Assembly speak-
er, David has been swap-
ping public offices with 
his brother Mark and the 
voters have been treated as 
mere pawns in the political 
process. Now David wants 
to swap his current, short-
lived Assembly seat for 
Congress. As an establish-
ment politician, he would 
rubber stamp the policies 
of Obama and his political 
masters, whether on rais-
ing taxes, spending irre-
sponsibly or on Israel.

The writer makes a 
glaring faux pas when he 
claims that Turner “favors 
spending cuts that would 
slash programs like Social 
Security and Medicare.” A 
modicum of research would 
reveal that Turner opposes 
privatizing Social Security 
and Medicare and made 
a commitment to Koch to 
keep Medicaid, Medicare 

and Social Security intact.
The writer claims 

Koch’s endorsement focus-
es narrowly on “hot-button 
issues” at the expense of 
the middle class. But to add 
David Weprin, another hos-
tile-to-business career poli-
tician, to the mix in Wash-
ington, D.C., would raise 
taxes and increase spend-
ing, squeezing the middle 
class still further.

Turner is a business-
man, not a politician with 
40 years experience in the 
highly competitive televi-
sion industry. He under-
stands that the prosperity 
of business enterprises hold 
the solution to the econom-
ic crisis that is sucking the 
middle class dry. The busi-
ness community drives our 
economy and creates jobs, 
and that is why we need a 
businessman, not a career 
politician to fix our broken 
government in Washing-
ton.

Koch’s pick is right for 
the country.

Phil Orenstein
Queens County Republican 

Committeeman
Queens Village

Iowa straw poll sounds important, but means nothing
S

hakespeare in “Macbeth” 
said that life was “a poor 
player,/That struts and 
frets his hour upon the 

stage/And then is heard no more: 
it is a tale/Told by an idiot, full of 
sound and fury,/Signifying noth-
ing.”

Sounds like he was talking 
about the Iowa straw poll. It had 
eight people on stage with lots of 
tales to tell, plenty of sound and 
fury, but most of all it signified 
nothing.

And you thought the famous 
Ames Iowa Straw Poll was some 
kind of honest accurate barom-
eter of how voters in Iowa feel 
about the first Republicans an-
nouncing their presidential aspi-
rations, didn’t you? Gee, so did I 

... for years. Well, it is not.
Sorry to burst the bubble, but 

the Ames Iowa Straw Poll is only 
a well-touted, Republican fund-
raiser where voters have to fork 
over a $30 fee in order to get in 
to vote. It is a carnival complete 
with barkers and sideshows. Can-
didates often waive the $30 entry 
fee and provide food, drink and 
music in order to bribe people to 
vote for them. Some candidates 
even pay to bus in voters from far-
away regions into Iowa to guaran-
tee votes.

U.S. Rep. Michelle Bachmann 
(R-Minn.) had country singer Ran-
dy Travis; Minnesota Gov. Tim 
Pawlenty served Famous Dave’s 
barbecue and sundry dairy prod-
ucts; former Arkansas Gov. Mike 

Huckabee, who is not a candidate, 
nonetheless played bass guitar 
for both Pawlenty and pizzaman 
Herman Cain. Cain even joined 
in on vocals to support himself. 
Former U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum 
brought homemade peach jelly to 
entice voters his way.

The telecast debate made sev-
eral things clear. All the candi-
dates would not raise taxes even 
on the rich to help this country out 
of its dire financial mess. There 
were no Republican moderates 
on stage because most were at the 
extreme right of center. All can-
didates had beefs with other can-
didates, and big-time with Presi-
dent Barack Obama, who was the 
focus of attention even though he 
was not there. Bachmann even 

said she believed raising the debt 
ceiling was the wrong thing to do. 
She somehow believes it would 
be OK for the United States to de-
fault and accept the consequences 
come what may.

How can you possibly take 
this fund-raising circus seri-
ously? The media makes a big 
deal out of it, even predicting 
winners and losers like the vote 
really measures something. Are 
you kidding? Candidates often 
drop out of the race based on 
how they fared in the straw poll. 
Take Pawlenty, for example: He 
dropped out before his barbecue 
was all gone. And Santorum took 
his jelly and went home. To top 
it all off, Bachmann is out there 
telling the country that straw poll 

voters liked her best, and so that 
means she represents the views of 
America.

Many Iowans even consider 
the whole Ames Straw Poll event 
a charade, with meaningless re-
sults because they know the vot-
ing can be stacked and manipu-
lated. They also know Iowa does 
not represent the country. There 
were no poor players on that stage 
and all have significant personal 
money.

But there were tales told 
by fools and it did deliver on the 
sound and fury. Too bad it signi-
fied nothing!

Tyler Cassell
Flushing

Honor non-uniformed workers

I 
am writing this letter 
out of anger and disap-
pointment. My son was 
killed Sept. 11, 2001, at 

the World Trade Center. He 
was an 18-year-old volun-
teer EMS worker and was 
among other EMS workers 
killed that day.

It seems because he 
and his fellow EMS workers 
were not FDNY or NYPD 
they do not count. They 
are referred to as non-uni-
formed personnel because 
they wore a different uni-
form other than FDNY or 
NYPD. When these brave 
EMS workers went into the 
WTC — my son was brought 
to the WTC in an official 
NYPD vehicle — they did 

not stop and ask the people 
they were rescuing who 
they worked for?

I have nothing against 
the FDNY or NYPD. I have 
family members who work 
for these city departments. 
My heart goes out to the 
families that lost loved 
ones. I have been for more 
than three years trying 
to settle a claim with the 
government concerning 
the WTC. The same gov-
ernment that called me to 
come to Washington, D.C., 
to receive the President of 
the United States 9/11 He-
roes Medal of Valor Award 
in honor of my son’s actions 
on 9/11 is now turning its 
back on me.

I have reached out 
to almost every publicly 
elected official for help — 
the same ones who, when 
election time comes, know 
how to call, write and ring 
my bell to ask for support. 
Now that I ask for help, they 
are non-existent. One and 
his staff as much as lied to 
my face, saying they would 
help, but when I called said 
they never heard of me or 
my request.

It seems that if my son 
was a “uniformed” rescue 
worker, I would not have a 
problem.

D. Pearlman
Howard Beach

CORRECTIONS
An article in the Aug. 25-31 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, about City Comptroller John Liu’s views 
on Willets Point and Flushing development, should have had him say, “I’m not trying to be an arbiter as to 
whether an applied sciences campus would be a better use than some of the residential or commercial 
development that were originally a part of the vision for Willets Point.”

An article about the candidates running for the 23rd state Assembly seat in the Aug. 25-31 edition of 
TimesLedger Newspapers should have said that the majority of Philip Goldfeder’s campaign donations came 
from areas outside of the district, including a significant amount from Brooklyn.
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Y
ou have often read 
in this column, “Let 
the games begin!” 
and begin they did. 

On Aug. 22, with the 9th 
Congressional District de-
bate held in the basement 
of Young Israel of Kew 
Garden Hills, at times it 
seemed more like union 
organizers attempting to 
put a non-union shop out of 
business with maybe a lit-
tle godfather-type enforcer 
tactics thrown in for good 
measure.

As Jim Darmos drove 
me up to the temple, the 
Weprin supporters were 
already out in full force, 
marching around, chant-

ing, waving their signs and 
jumping into the street to 
accost the passing vehicles 
as they drove by. Soon af-
terward, the Turner people 
arrived with all their signs 
and campaign literature. 
They seemed rather sur-
prised, like a deer caught in 
the headlights. While they 
were prepared for a dem-
onstration, this one seemed 
much more over-the-top 
then they had expected. In 
short order, they got them-
selves together and joined 
in the fray.

The doors to the tem-
ple finally opened around 
7 p.m. While some people 
ventured inside, others re-
mained outside, still con-
ducting their demonstra-
tion.

It wasn’t much bet-
ter inside. The sponsors of 
the debate, Pat Dolan and 
moderator Richard Hel-

lenbrecht of the Queens 
Civic Congress, admon-

ished the attendees with, 
“Be quiet! The people came 
here to hear the candidates, 
not you!” and “If you don’t 
be quiet, I will have you 
removed!” and, finally, “If 
you don’t stop, I will put an 
end to this debate!” They 
finally settled down a little 
bit with only occasional 
heckling flare-ups.

When he dropped 
me off at the temple, Jim 
couldn’t find a place to park 
except across the street 
close to a hydrant, which is 
legal as long as someone is 
sitting in the driver’s seat. 
While he could not leave 
the car, it did give him an 
excellent view of what was 
going on. While he was sit-
ting there, two NYPD units 
with two officers in each 
car stopped in front of the 
temple. The officers got out 
and spoke to the demonstra-
tors, at which point they all 
decided to join the others 
inside.

This must be the local 
political race of the century, 
as Turner and Weprin have 
been receiving non-stop, 
coverage in every known 
form of media. This debate 
has been lots of political 
fun. It was like the debates 
of the old political rallies 
full of fire and brimstone. 
Lately, what has been pass-
ing as debates is more like 
a bowl of pabulum. The cur-
rent techniques have con-
sisted of making a two-to-
five-minute canned speech 
— where they put in their 
thumb, pull out a plum and 
say what a good boy am I.

There was one ex-
change that I felt insulted 
the intelligence of the po-
tential voters. It was when 
Weprin accused Turner of 
planning to cut Social Se-
curity and Medicare, both 
of which happen to be the 
only lifelines some seniors 
have.

Come on, guys, every-

one, including the most 
inexperienced political 
neophyte, knows that the 
largest single block of vot-
ers are senior citizens. That 
being the case, why would 
a successful businessman 
like Turner deliberately 
turn off the biggest voting 
block by threatening to 
take away their Social Se-
curity and Medicare? He 
wouldn’t.

What he suggested he 
would do if possible is to 
eliminate all the unneces-
sary duplication and pre-
vent Medicare fraud. Addi-
tionally, he would prevent 
doctors and hospitals from 
prescribing unnecessary, 
expensive tests and attempt 
to discourage the usage of 
hospital emergency rooms 
as primary care physi-
cians. That factor alone is 
one of the crippling expens-
es Medicare and Medicaid 
have to pay out.

These were just a few 

of the suggestions to trim 
off the fat while not having 
any effect on your Social 
Security or Medicare. As 
to the other tired, worn-out 
suggestions of taxing the 
rich, if you taxed every rich 
person 100 percent more 
than he is already pay-
ing, it would add up to less 
than 3 percent of what the 
government is already col-
lecting.

Perhaps the real rea-
son Congress never in-
creased the taxes on the 
rich is because guess who 
the richest Americans are?

That’s it for this week.
I look forward to hear-

ing from you with informa-
tion on people, parties and 
politics or gossip. I like 
receiving your voice mails 
at 718-767-6484, faxes at 
718-746-0066 and e-mails at 
deerrichard@aol.com.

Till next week, Dee.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Weprin, Turner supporters turn up the heat at debate

Politics in 2011 have become unexpectedly turbulent

T
he major political 
elections of 2008 and 
2010 nationally and 
at the state level had 

their effects on Queens lo-
cal races. President Barack 
Obama’s strong showing 
in Queens during the 2008 
presidential election and 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s sig-
nificant election victory 
last year helped consolidate 
the Queens Democratic 
hold on elective offices for 
Congress, state Senate and 
state Assembly.

In 2009, the Queens Re-
publican Party won three 
seats in the City Council. 
These seats will be up for 

re-election in 2013. The situ-
ation we face in 2012 may be 
considerably different from 
2008 and 2010. Presently, 
Obama has a low approval 
rating. If this continues 
into 2012, it could improve 
Republican chances locally 
next year, since the top of 
the ticket usually affects 
the entire slate of candi-
dates.

The Queens County 
Republican Party, however, 
is having its convention 
this year to elect its chair-
man and officers for the 
next two years. The county 
organization, led by Chair-
man Phil Ragusa, is facing 
a challenge to its leader-
ship led by the Haggerty 
brothers, John and Bart, 
who also challenged Ra-
gusa two years ago and lost 
decisively.

The Queens Republi-
can organization is putting 
a lot of time, resources and 

manpower into confronting 
the challenge. This means 
these resources, which 
could have been used next 
year in local races, must be 
used this year against the 
insurgent forces.

Once this leadership 
struggle is settled in the im-
mediate future, it remains 
to be seen if the Queens 
Republican Party can join 
together and present a unit-
ed front for the vitally im-
portant 2012 elections. As 
previously indicated, there 
are 62 counties in New York 
state and what happens in 
Queens politically has an 
effect elsewhere in the city 
and state.

The Queens Demo-
cratic Party has its conven-
tion to elect its officers next 
year. In recent years, there 
seems to have been a de-
gree of unity in the Queens 
Democratic Party, led by 
U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 

(D-Jackson Heights), al-
though there seems to be a 
wide difference of opinion 
among Democratic Party 
regulars pertaining to 
various state and national 
political and social issues.

As we look at the presi-
dential election next year, 
Gov. Rick Perry of Texas 
seems at present to be the 
frontrunner among Repub-
lican candidates. Other 
candidates may be entering 
the race, however, includ-
ing former Alaska Gov. Sar-
ah Palin and former Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani. There has 
also been some talk of Giu-
liani possibly running for 
vice president on the same 
ticket with Rick Perry if 
Perry is the Republicans’ 
nominee.

Three years ago, when 
Giuliani was competing 
in the Republican presi-
dential primaries, he was 
forced to withdraw as a 

candidate after his poor 
showing, especially in the 
Florida primary, where he 
only received 15 percent 
of the vote. There is little 
reason to believe that he 
would do any better this 
time around, considering 
that he has not held public 
office in 10 years. Not since 
the 1850s has any New York 
City mayor gone on to high-
er office, although many 
have tried.

Some indication of vot-
er discontent will become 
evident in the special con-
gressional election being 
held Sept. 13 in the 9th Con-
gressional District, where 
70 percent of the district is 
in Queens and 30 percent 
in Brooklyn. If Republican 
candidate Robert Turner 
does well against Demo-
crat David Weprin, it will 
be shown as an example 
of growing dissatisfaction 
among the voting public in 

all political parties. This 
campaign is getting a lot 
of attention in the news 
media and throughout the 
country.

We have had other 
economic difficulties in 
past American history, and 
eventually there was recov-
ery. This time, however, 
the effects of this present 
economic downturn seem 
far-reaching, since a sig-
nificant number of Euro-
pean nations face the same 
crisis. This is in addition 
to the fact that the United 
States has had serious mili-
tary involvements in the 
recent past, which seem to 
be continuing.

The start of the year 
made 2011 look like it was 
going to be a quiet year po-
litically, but it is turning 
out to be anything but that.

William
Lewis

n

Political 
Action
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for 100+ energy saving tips visit conEd.com or fi nd us on Facebook at Power of Green

one      lasts as long as...
what’s the 
most energy 
effi cient 
way to use 
your washing 
machine?

you can 
improve your 
hot water 
heater’s 
effi ciency 
by...

Con Edison’s 
e*bill program is...

a.  doing many small 
     loads instead of a 
     few big ones
b.  using it only 
     when it’s full
c.  using it without 
     laundry 
     detergent

a.  turning it off 
     when it’s not 
     in use
b.  wrapping it with 
     an insulation 
     blanket
c.  reading it a 
     bedtime story

a.  a great way 
     to save time, 
     paper and 
     postage by 
     paying your 
     bill online
b.  an email program 
     that only sends 
     messages to 
     people named Bill

a.

b.

c.

370609B1_CE_Summer_9.75x11_Bronx Times & Reporter_11.indd   1 7/6/11   11:50 PM
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14 Queens targeted in city’s fi rst evacuation order 
BY REBECCA HENELY AND 
CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS

For most Queens resi-
dents, Hurricane Irene’s 
biggest inconvenience was 
a night without electricity, 
a soggy basement or a few 
branches to clear.

But for residents of 
Zone A — which includes 
slices of Breezy Point, 
Broad Channel and the 
Rockaways and parts of 
Long Island City — there 
was the city’s first-ever 
forced evacuation.

Rather than just 
boarding up their windows 
or sandbagging their doors, 
those unfortunate enough 
to live in the lowest-lying 
parts of the borough had 
to brave the traffic, uncer-
tainty and discomfort that 
came with finding new 
homes for the weekend. For 
many that meant heading to 
shelters set up throughout 
the borough in sites such as 
John Adams High School 

in Ozone Park, Newcomers 
High School in Long Island 
City, Aviation High School 
in Sunnyside and York Col-
lege in Jamaica.

But 45 percent of Rock-
away residents, including 
City Councilman James 
Sanders (D-Laurelton), ig-
nored the warnings and 

stayed in their homes.
“I found a secure lo-

cation and I used all my 
Marine Corps training 
and I sheltered in place,” 
Sander said. “I was there 
to provide government and 
I believe leaders must lead 
from the front, not the rear. 
I feel as if I am the captain. 

If my community is going 
through a disaster, I’m go-
ing to be there.”

Marjorie Barnes, 50, 
of Far Rockaway. said Sat-
urday that she was “tired, 
tired, tired” after arriving 
at John Adams High after 
a day of traversing the bor-
ough in search of a shelter.

“I’m worried that 
someone will go through 
my apartment when I’m not 
home,” said Barnes. “I’ve 
been going to the food pan-
tries to get food and I have 
barely enough food.”

But Lisa Brown, who 
lives near the water in Far 
Rockaway, said she was 
thankful she was able to 
stay somewhere other than 
the exposed peninsula.

“We live in Far Rock-
away. It’s very scary … 
Thank God for the shel-
ters, for the evacuations,” 
said Brown, who brought 
a radio, batteries, clothes 
and toothbrushes with 
her to John Adams. “Pray 
and just be around people. 
That’s all we can do. Pray 
and wait it out.”

And some people were 
upbeat, relishing the his-
toric moment.

Canadian tourist 
Irayda Melgar, 31, who 
was evacuated to Aviation 
High from the apartment 

in Long Island City where 
she was staying with her 
sister, took the experience 
in stride.

“I think it’s cool,” Mel-
gar said. “I’ve only seen 
things like this on the news 
and stuff.”

At Aviation, cots and 
blankets bearing the city 
seal awaited evacuees who 
were encouraged to bring 
their own supplies, al-
though care kits with toilet-
ries, school lunch-style food 
and lots of water were avail-
able, and a pet area was set 
up for dogs and cats.

“We want to make sure 
everyone is comfortable 
as can be,” said Richard 
Aureli, a volunteer at the 
school.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg ordered 370,000 
residents of the low-lying 
Zone A areas to leave their 
homes for higher ground by 
5 p.m. Saturday.

Lisa Brown (l.) and Ruby Dukes arrive at John Adams High School to spend the night. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

$200 minimum purchase on first pair. Second pair frame from select group with 
clear plastic, single vision lenses +/- 4 sph., 2 cyl. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Must present prior to purchase. Offer ends: 4/30/10.

Buy now pay later, 
0% interest free financing.

See store for details.

We Are GVS Providers.
Most Union and Vision Plans Accepted.

$100 OFF
Eyeglasses

plus FREE 2nd Pair
Includes EYE EXAM

Bay Terrace Shopping Center
211-51 26th Ave. - Bayside 

Business Hours: Mon.-Wed. 10am-7pm; Thurs. 10am-8pm; Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-6pm; Sun. 11am-6pm
DOCTORS AVAILABLE 7 DAYS

BTBTBT

Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other 
offers, sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 4/30/10
Clearsoft® brand clear spherical lenses. Not valid with any other offers, 
sales, vision plans or packages. Offer ends: 09-15-1109-15-11

09-15-11

09-15-11
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Board certified
internal medicine

Affiliated with
Flushing Hospital,
NY Hospital Queens

Most major 
insurances accepted

Special consideration given 
to uninsured patients.

By appointment only.

Saturday appointments 
available.

Convenient to bus 
transportation: Q 26, 27, 65

Premium Medical of N.Y. P.C. 
Christopher Georgiou, M.D.

147-09 Elm Avenue
Flushing, NY 11355

718-445-1223

We speak Greek

Grace Meng
New York State Assembly

136-20 38 Ave.
Suite 10A

Flushing N.Y. 11354
(718)939-0195

Assemblywoman Grace Meng 
would like to wish every 

hardworking American family 
a happy and safe Labor Day.

Cove, Little Neck, North 
Flushing, Whitestone, Col-
lege Point and Glen Oaks.

In Bayside, Ira Weiner 
said Sunday a tree about 
15 feet tall landed on his 
home on Corporal Kennedy 
Street near 26th Avenue 
during the night.

“When I woke up this 
morning, it was already 
down,” he said of the tree, 
which rested on but had not 
broken through his front 
window.

To the west, in Col-
lege Point, Tara Shahgholi 
could do nothing to stop a 
massive tree from collaps-
ing onto her sport-utility 
vehicle parked along Col-
lege Place.

“The tree was on fire,” 
said Shahgholi, whose 
7-year-old son alerted her 
early Sunday morning of 
the flaming tree across the 
street from her home near 
9th Road and College Place. 
“My son said he heard a 

crack and we looked out 
on the balcony and saw the 
fire.”

Down south in Queens 
Village, teenagers were us-
ing a broken sidewalk lifted 
by the roots of a large tree 
as a skateboard ramp as 
rescue workers from Mis-
sissippi removed downed 
trees in another part of the 
community.  In Rosedale 
cars threaded their way 
through wheel-high flood 
waters near Brookville 
Boulevard.

City Councilman 
James Sanders Jr. (D-Lau-
relton) painted a grim pic-
ture of Irene’s toll on south-
east Queens, saying trees 
toppled on power lines, cut 
electric service and, in one 
instance, started a fire.

“The danger is very 
real,” Sanders said. “I call 
on the city of New York and 
the Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to ex-
pedite the removal of these 
trees.”

Most of western 
Queens suffered little more 
than downed trees and 
some flooding, but Broad 

Channel was one of the 
hardest hit Queens neigh-
borhoods.

Many residents said 
their basements had been 
flooded when the high tide 
came in between 7:30 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. Sunday. Two 
bungalows that could only 
be reached by a damaged 
pier off of 12th Road were 
destroyed, leaving a pile of 
wood and personal items 
floating in the water.

Parts of the beaches in 
the Rockaways  also were 
flooded by the pounding 
surf, which left caked mud 
all over the boardwalk and 
beyond.

“Here it was very 
messy,” said 32-year-old Far 
Rockaway resident Marta 
Popiolek.

While Irene’s impact 
on the borough was not 
as severe as originally ex-
pected, city officials pre-
pared for the worst. Queens 
residents in Broad Channel 
and parts of the Rockaways 
and Long Island City were 
given mandatory evacua-
tion orders Saturday and 
were not allowed to return 

until Sunday afternoon.
For those who stayed 

behind, many hit the super-
markets, emptying shelves 
of bottled water, canned 
goods and bread. Some gas 
stations ran out of fuel Sat-
urday, and others that still 
had gas racheted up their 
prices by about 20 cents 
from Friday to Saturday.

The Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity, which shut down opera-
tions at noon Saturday in 
preparation for the storm, 
had most of its subways 
and buses running Tues-
day and the bridges and 
tunnels open. There were 
still outages and delays re-
ported on the Long Island 
Rail Road east of Queens. 

Passenger travel re-
turned to John F. Kennedy 
International and LaGuar-
dia airports Monday after 
about 11,000 flights were 
canceled, leaving many 
passengers stuck in the city 
over the weekend and creat-
ing long lines at JFK.

another operation at the 
Shops at Atlas Park, at 80-
00 Cooper Ave. in Glendale.

Bobbi and the Strays 
is an animal adoption cen-
ter in the shops with three 
other locations in Queens 
and Long Island.

About 100 cats and 
close to 25 dogs that typi-
cally stay in the organiza-
tion’s Freeport, L.I., shelter 
had been transported to 
Queens  Saturday to wait 
out the storm.

The critters were 
driven by volunteers to the 
Glendale location to ensure 
their safety, according to 
Laura Miller, assistant 
director of the center, but 

many of those volunteers 
were at work Monday, 
which is why the ASPCA 
offered its large trailer to 
take the animals back.

Rickey and his team 
looked like pet comman-
dos, with black cargo pants 
tucked into authoritative-
looking boots and tools 
strapped to their belts.

Rickey has busted dog 
fighting rings, cracked ani-
mal abuse cases and res-
cued animals from torna-
do-wrecked Joplin, Mo.

But Monday he and his 
team blocked off an entire 
lane of traffic in Glendale 
as they loaded the animals 
into a large ASPCA trailer, 
which usually houses some 
of the unit’s crime scene in-
vestigation equipment.

“This is a pretty simple 
operation,” Rickey said.

Continued from Page 2

Pets
Continued from Page 1

Irene

The Hillcrest Jewish Center, at 183-02 Union Tnpk. 
in Flushing, will give out free Jewish books and music to 
families with children ages 6 months to 8 years.

For more information, call 718-389-4145.

Free Book Give-Away
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Purchase These Vouchers

Exclusively AT:
www.BoroDeal.com

REGULAR PRICE

The Fine Print

$7.00
$14

$7 BUYS $14 LUNCH OF
DELICIOUS GREEK FUSION CUISINE.

Limit per person: 5 (+5 as a gift)
Promotion Expires on March 01, 2012
Valid for lunch only
Cannot be combined with other offers
Tax and gratuity not included
One voucher per person per visit

With its fresh, flame-grilled meats and sea-
food, healthy veggies, and well-seasoned fla-
vors, is it any wonder Mediterranean cuisine is 
sought-after the whole world over? Experience 
the best of Greece without having to book a 
ticket with today’s deal from Maria’s Greek 
Fusion in Queens: $7 buys $14 to spend at 
lunch!

A family-owned restaurant in the heart of Bay-
side, Maria’s offers authentic Greek specialties 
as well as Brazilian-influenced grilled meats. In 
addition to satisfying any meat-lover’s craving, 
Maria’s also focuses on serving exceptionally 
fresh and well-prepared seafood.

Enjoy Mediterranean fare with a touch of 
Brazilian flair with today’s offer from Maria’s 
Greek Fusion!

Maria’s
Greek Fusion

Maria’s
Greek Fusion
38-11 Bell Blvd

Bayside NY, 11361
718-279-1606
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The Bank of East Asia (U.S.A.) N.A.   

Member of BEA Group  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commercial Loan, Trade Finance, Letter of Credit, 

Residential & Commercial Mortgage, Wire Transfers, 

Safe Deposit Box, Certificate of Deposit,  

Savings, Checking, & Business Accounts  
 

 

Branches in New York:    

Canal Street Main Branch:   
202 Canal Street, New York, NY  10013    Tel:  (212) 238-8208 

Brooklyn Branch: 
5714 8

th
 Avenue, Brooklyn, NY  11220    Tel:  (718) 210-0508 

Flushing Branch:  
39-02 Main Street, Flushing, NY  11354    Tel:  (347) 905-9772 
 
Branches in California:    

Alhambra, Clement, Hacienda Heights, Noriega, Oakland, San Gabriel,   
San Francisco Chinatown, South San Francisco, Temple City, Torrance 

 
 

 

 
• Under New Management • Fully Renovated Facilities

• State of the Art Surgical Suite

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Sun 10:00am–4:00pm
Mon 9:00am–5:00pm
Tue 9:00am–7:00pm
Wed 9:00am–5:00pm
Thu 9:00am–6:00pm
Fri 9:00am–5:00pm
Sat 9:00am–2:00pm

Walk-ins welcome!

PROMPT TREATMENT FOR 
DENTAL EMERGENCIES.

Conveniently located in the 
Pathmark Shopping Center, two 
doors down from Radio Shack

133-36 Whitestone Expressway, Flushing, NY 11354 • (718) 762-0202

North Flushing Dental PC, 
133-36 Whitestone Expwy, Flushing

718-762-0202 - Expires Sept. 15, 2011

North Flushing Dental PC, 
133-36 Whitestone Expwy, Flushing

718-762-0202 - Expires Sept. 15, 2011

Bring this coupon for a

50%
discount

on teeth bleaching.

Bring this coupon for

FREE
dental x-rays with your exam.
Coupon can be used for up to 

5 family members.

We Accept All Major 
Credit Cards, Care Credit, 

Most Insurance 
and Union Plans

General, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
North Flushing Dental, PC

Citrus Juicer Stand Fan

0.81%! 1.01%! 

AMERASIA BANK 

Ice-cream MakerSteamer

Thermo Pot Soymilk Maker

Minimum balance $2,500. Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) accurate as of 6/20/11. Gi� offer limited to 9 or 12 months CD purchase, one gi� per customer or 
account. To earn the promo�onal rate and gi�, you have to maintain a non-CD account with us. We reserve the right to subs�tute a gi� of similar value. Early 
withdrawal penalty may be imposed. Gi� received subject to 1099 Tax Repor�ng. Please contact a bank employee for further informa�on about applicable 
fees and terms. 

Free gift for all new accounts! 2 
Bonus Gi�s for...

1 

(APY) (APY) 

Special CD Interest Rates! 

Main Office: 41-06 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355     Tel: (718) 463-3600|Fax: (718) 539-8150 

Elmhurst Branch: 86-26 Broadway, Elmhurst, NY 11373        Tel: (718) 505-0005|Fax: (718) 505-1755 

9 Months 12 Months 

“Snapshot of Flushing: 
An Assessment of Service 
Needs of the Asian Ameri-
can Aging Population” 
is a comprehensive look, 
based on scores of inter-
views, at the status of that 
underserved community 
and ways to address their 
needs.

One in 10 Asian-Amer-
ican Flushing resident is 
over the age of 65, and the 
ranks of the elderly will 
rise in coming years with 
one in five currently over 
55 years old, according to 
the study. Adding to these 
demographics, more than 
35 percent of households 
with a resident over the 
age of 65 have an annual 
income of less than $25,000, 
while interview subjects’ 
rents averaged about $882, 
the study shows.

Easing those economic 
woes requires the commu-
nity to commit to advocat-
ing for the elderly.

“Not everyone has 

a family they can look to 
for support, so that’s why 
it’s important to maintain 
these senior centers and 
social networks so they 
can maintain their quality 
of life in retirement,” said 
Douglas Nam Le, commu-
nity development manager 
for Asian Americans For 
Equality, one of the six par-
ticipant groups. 

Despite the fact that 
the study was focused on 
Asian-American seniors, 
Le said it discusses many 
issues that confront all ag-
ing populations throughout 
the city.

“A lot of issues that 
Asian seniors face might be 
the same as other seniors 
in the Flushing area, espe-
cially regarding housing af-
fordability, access to senior 
centers, food and income 
security and navigating 
Medicare and those types 
of entitlement programs,” 
he explained.

But one of the most re-
strictive problems for Asian 
seniors in particular is a 
low level of English fluen-
cy, with 42 percent of those 
interviewed not speaking 

English well or at all.
To respond to this bar-

rier, the groups found that 
they need to dedicate more 
energy to ensuring laws 
and regulations governing 
access to materials in other 
languages are enforced at 
governmental agencies and 
other service providers. 

State Assemblywoman 
Grace Meng (D-Flushing) 
said the report is an impor-
tant step toward protecting 
seniors.

“These results are just 
a continuation of an in-
creasingly publicized fact 
that Asians should not be 
stereotyped as the ‘model 
minority,’” she said. “I will 
continue to partner with 
these advocacy groups to 
ensure that sufficient lan-
guage access is provided by 
government agencies at the 
state level as they currently 
are at the city level to en-
sure that our government 
provides services to every-
one and equally.”

But the story is not all 
negative for the seniors in 
Flushing, Le said.

Continued from Page 1

Seniors
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$2000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $200 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

$5000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $500 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

$10000
 OFF

WITH PURCHASE OF $1000 or more
Not to be combined with any other offer.

Coupon expires 12/30/11

BUY DIRECT FROM THE MANUFACTURER

Nobody Beats Our Prices!!
 Draperies
 Vertical Blinds
 Honeycomb Shades
 Custom Window 

 Shades
 Mini Blinds
 Roman Shades
 Balloon Shades
 Swags & Jabots
 Shutters
 Upholstery
 Radiator Covers
 Table Pads

Factory Showroom 268th St. & Hillside Ave., Floral Park 1/4 mi. W. of Lakeville Rd. 1-800-522-0120 www.gomersdecorators.com

GOMER’SWindow Treatments
SINCE 1962

Authorized Dealer

Shop At 
Home Service

Measuring &
Installation
with purchase of 

$100, with this ad

FREE

FREE

 TTTTT T TTTTTTTT Tababababbababababababababbabababbabbbbbbbaabbbbbbblelleleleeeeleeeeeeleleeeeleleeeeeleeeleeleee PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP adadaddddddddddadaaddddddddddssssssssssss

UP TO 70%
 OFF

LIST PRICE
Free Interior Design Consultation

SCAN HERE
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All Styles, All Levels, All Ages.

Call to Audition for our Award winning companies

Creative, 

Combo, Jazz, 

Tap, Hip hop 

& Lyrical 

Ages 5 and up

AWESOME 

BIRTHDAY 

PARTIES

...Where Fun & Smiles        Are Unlimited!
BELLMORE

227 BEDFORD AVE. 
BELLMORE, NY 11710

GREAT NECK
375 GREAT NECK RD.

GREAT NECK, NY 11021

516 466-5647 516 781-5090

DIX HILLS
15 E. DEER PARK RD.
DIX HILLS, NY 11746

631 462-2444
email us at jamgreatneck@aol.com WWW.JAMDANCEANDFITNESS.COM

VOTED STUDIO OF THE YEAR

DANCE AND FITNESS CENTER

exciting 
adult 

classes!

Register 

Now!
Ages 2.5 and up

9/7 & 9/8 From 5-8pm 

classes begin 

Sept.12th
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away I noticed a vast improvement  
in my quality of life. I can

my family and friends in a way I 
haven’t for so long that I can barely 
believe my ears. I know I made the

decision, with the help of the 
AudigyCertifiedTM professionals at

G B Audiology PLLC.

I feel like myself again, only better.

Tennis stars thrill crowd during US Open in Flushing
Roger Federer, Venus Williams crush their opponents to easily win fi rst-round matches at Ashe Stadium

BY CONNOR ADAMS SHEETS
 
Two big names kicked 

off the first full day of US 
Open competition Monday 
at Arthur Ashe Stadium in 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.

Past Open champions 
Roger Federer and Venus 
Williams breezed past 
their opponents in a beauti-
ful night of tennis, welcom-
ing thousands of people to 
New York’s premier sport-
ing event and the pride of 
Queens.

People flocked from 
across the city, country and 
globe for the storied tour-
nament, and the play did 
not disappoint.

After unleashing her 
famed 125-mph serve to 
crush Russia’s Vesna Do-
lonts 6-4, 6-3, Williams — 
a perennial favorite from 
Florida — gave a nod to the 

stage that has been host to 
so many of her great match-
es.

“It’s great to be back 
in New York,” she told the 
adoring crowd, which was 
studded with famous fans 
like former mayor David 
Dinkins, Tony Bennett 
and Susan Sarandon. “We 
didn’t expect for a hur-
ricane to come through, 
though. Where I’m from 
hurricanes do happen. But 
I’m glad the tennis could 
start as planned.”

Hurricane Irene swept 
through the USTA Billie 
Jean King National Tennis 
Center last week, knocking 
down trees in the surround-
ing parkland and leaving 
puddles for cleanup crews 
to disperse, but damages 
were minor, all was back to 
normal in time for the first 
matches Monday morning 
and players and fans alike 

were glad to let the games 
begin.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg spoke before 
the fireworks were set off 
to ring in the festivities, 
making light of the natural 
disasters that befell the city 
last week.

“Last Tuesday we had 

an earthquake. Who knew 
we fell on a fault? Luckily it 
wasn’t a double fault. Aww, 
come on!” he said, pulling 
for laughs when the joke fell 
flat. “And over the week-
end we had an unexpected 
guest named Irene. Thank-
fully she had the good sense 
to leave before this tourna-

ment started .... Welcome 
to our city, enjoy the Open, 
have a wonderful time.”

Matt and Kristen 
Stocking were visiting New 
York from Raleigh, N.C., 
when Irene swept into town, 
canceling their flight home 
to the children and leav-
ing them stuck in the city 
for a couple of extra days. 
Kristen, a lifelong tennis 
enthusiast, could not hide 
her excitement at her good 
fortune as the couple rode 
the Long Island Rail Road 
from Penn Station to the 
stadiums in Flushing Mon-
day morning for their first 
Open.

“This is like the vic-
tory of the hurricane for 
me — the bright side of the 
storm,” she said. “It’s our 
10th-anniversary weekend 
and we had a place to stay, 
but if it were my choice, 
we would have been here 

for the middle of the Open 
next weekend. But we got 
here Thursday morning, 
so we partied hard for two 
days and ate and drank as 
much as we could. We got 
half-price tickets for ‘Jer-
sey Boys.’ It was great. I 
wouldn’t have had tickets 
if my girlfriend hadn’t been 
unable to fly up from North 
Carolina.”

Rego Park resident 
Jonathan Balangon did not 
have to travel as far to at-
tend opening night.

The occasion was a 
particularly special one for 
Balangon , who always at-
tends the Open, as it came a 
year after his wife Manisha 
Shah-Balangon  went into 
labor with their son Arjun 
while attending the compe-
tition.

“It’s a great time to 
come out every year,” Ba-

Manisha Shah-Balangon (l.) and Jonathan Balangon hold their 
year-old son Arjun. Shah-Balangon went into labor at last year’s 
US Open. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

1740 Eastchester Road • Bronx, NY 10461 • (718) 518-2300 • Calvary Hospital Inpatient Service • Outpatient Services
Calvary@Home (Home Care/Hospice) • Center for Curative and Palliative Wound Care • Satellite Services at Lutheran Medical Center, Brooklyn NY 11220

(Calvary@Home programs are Medicare-certified and contract with most major insurances.)

At Calvary Hospital, 
the family member is our patient, too.

For more information call 718-518-2300 or visit www.calvaryhospital.org.

End-of-life cancer pain spreads from the patient to every member of the 
family. The anguish, stress, and feeling of abandonment experienced by 
family members are just as significant as the patient’s physical pain. For this 
very reason, Calvary Hospital is the model for delivering palliative care to 
terminally ill patients, and also world-renowned “family care”. From our 
special social workers – known at Calvary as “Family Care Practitioners” – to 
our doctors, nurses, cancer care technicians… to our recreational therapists, 
Family Care Center personnel, clergy, nutritionists, bereavement specialists, 
administration and support staff…the family members are embraced with 
love, compassion, care and non-abandonment with often needed hugs 
and companionship. We walk arm-in-arm with the patient and their family 
members…together as one. Calvary Hospital is the place Where Life Continues.
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BY REBECCA HENELY

The Queens Economic 
Development Corp. has be-
gun a small business course 
this week that will end with 
three entrepreneurs walk-
ing away $10,000 richer.

The StartUP! Business 
Plan Competition, which is 
in its sixth year, is a contest 
but its 10-week span offers 
classes open to everyone 
about marketing, network-
ing and how to navigate the 
city’s laws for businesses, 
even if they do not win the 
prize. The competition was 
set to kick off at The Entre-
preneur Space, at 36-46 37th 
St. in Long Island City this 
Tuesday evening.

Rob MacKay, spokes-
man for the QEDC, said the 
corporation runs the com-
petition to encourage the 
borough’s entrepreneurial 
spirit.

“Not only is it alive 
and well in Queens, but it’s 
something we really want 
to foster,” MacKay said.

Franklin Mora, direc-

tor of business services for 

QEDC, said small business 
owners who participate will 
take 10 weeks of courses be-
fore handing in a business 
plan, and the best plans 
will be eligible for $10,000. 
Prize money will be given 
to the best food-based busi-
ness, the most innovative 

business, and the business 

that has the greatest posi-
tive social impact.

He said the corpora-
tion expects 500 individu-
als to participate in the 
contest, with the numbers 
dwindling as the weeks go 
on. Mora said that at the 
end of last year’s competi-

tion, 50 people handed in 
business plans and 10 were 
finalists.

“The chances of win-
ning if you develop a busi-
ness plan and present the 
business plan are really 
high,” Mora said.

But not reaching the 
end of the contest does not 
mean the end of a career, 
Mora said. Many who did 
not get a prize in previous 
years still opened busi-
nesses.

The course will begin 
with an orientation at the 
Queens Library’s Central 
Branch, at 89-11 Merrick 
Blvd. in Jamaica, and class-
es will be hosted at some li-
braries throughout the bor-
ough, Mora said. Those who 
cannot get to the library 
can log on to younoodle.
com, a social networking 
site for competition mem-
bers, and take webinars for 
a small fee.

Queens Library 
spokeswoman Joanne King 
said the library has been 

The QEDC is running its StartUP! competition for small businesses, 
which gives prizes to the company that presents the best business 
plan. Last year Doris Rivera Del Valle of Flushing tour company 
Borough Excursions won the prize (second r.), presented by QEDC 
Director Seth Bornstein (l-r.), Rei Perez of Citi, and QEDC Director of 

Business Services Franklin Mora.

Met Council builds Flushing housing for seniors
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

 
Calling a dearth of se-

nior housing “a crisis,” the 
Met Council on Jewish Pov-
erty is building a 77-unit 
building at 155-25 71st Ave. 
in Electchester to serve 
such residents 62 years and 
older.

The eight-story build-
ing, known as Council Tow-
ers VI, is between Kissena 
and Parsons boulevards 
and is run under the fed-
eral Section 8 program that 
gives tenants financial as-
sistance.

To be eligible to live 
in the building, a seniors’ 
income cannot be higher 
than $28,650 for an individ-
ual and $32,750 for a couple, 
based on requirements set 
by the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment.

Tenants have to con-
tribute 30 percent of their 
income toward an apart-
ment in the Electchester 
building.

“Throughout the U.S., 
the need for low-income 
housing for seniors and el-
derly continues to rise as 
more Baby Boomers reach 
the age of retirement,” said 
Gary Gutterman, the Met 
Council’s director of hous-
ing. “Our goal is to provide 
a high standard of housing 
to a vulnerable population. 
Seniors should not have to 
choose between affording 
their medication and hav-
ing a place to call home.”

The 77-unit  building 
features one-bedroom units 

at 540 square feet that can 
be occupied by up to two 
people, the council said.

Applications to be 
considered for the housing 
were due by Tuesday.

State Sen. Toby 
Stavisky (D-Whitestone) 
said Electchester is in need 
of more senior housing.

“About one-third of my 
district is made up of peo-
ple over the age of 62 and 
it’s a rapidly growing popu-
lation,” the senator said. 
“We get a lot of requests for 
housing and we have to say, 

‘There’s a waiting list.’”
Council Towers VI in-

cludes a community room 
and an outdoor seating 
area.

The building will 
have two elevators along 
with safety and security 
features, including video 
intercoms, grab bars, emer-
gency pull cords, closed-
circuit TV cameras and ful-
ly accessible entrances that 
accommodate wheelchair-
bound residents.

Council Towers VI also 
will have a landscaped open 
space and on-site parking.

HUD Regional Di-
rector and former Bronx 
Borough President Adolfo 
Carrion praised the Met 
Council for building Coun-
cil Towers VI.

“Supporting this type 
of initiative is the right 
thing to do, and for the last 
39 years, the Met Council 
has been addressing these 
important needs in our 
community,” he said.

The Met Council is building Council Towers VI, affordable senior 
housing on 71st Avenue between Kissena and Parsons boulevards. 

Photo by Howard Koplowitz

Continued on Page 40

QEDC fosters Queens biz with prizes

Small businesses in Queens can save a mini-
mum of $65 million in the form of equipment up-
grades, simply by contacting Con Edison’s Green 
Team and asking about the Small Business Energy 
Efficiency Program.

 Rhonda Feinman, the owner of Rhonda Fein-
man Custom Frames, Inc. in Long Island City, 
Queens, is now saving between 10 and 20 percent 
on her monthly lighting bills. But another big sur-
prise, she said, was the convenience.

“I called the Green Team because as a manufac-
turer, there is a substantial amount of energy that 
I have to use. I have lights, machinery. The Green 
Team came in; they estimated the job and even 
paid about 70% of the cost to upgrade. We didn’t 
have to stop working; they didn’t disturb us at 
all. They were in, out, no mess, it was great. They 
changed up the lights, used our existing fixtures, 
but they got rid of the ballasts and got rid of the old 
energy hogging fluorescents.”

Local retailers, restaurants and educational in-
stitutions are all eligible for this program. They re-
ceive a free energy survey that shows them where 
and how they can cut costs on energy use through 
energy upgrades. 

 Once a business has agreed to all or part of the 
recommended measures, Con Edison provides 
free upgrades, such as compact florescent light 
bulbs, and then also pays up to 70 percent of the 
final installation costs. This means the small busi-
ness only pays about 30 percent of the installation, 
and don’t have to wait for a rebate. 

  “Small businesses understand the importance 
of saving money and cutting unnecessary costs, 
especially during these tough economic times,” 
said Esteban Vasquez, manager of Con Edison’s 
Small Business Energy Efficiency Program. “We’re 
proud to have provided Brooklyn small business 
owners with the tools needed to cut their energy 
bills, saving them a significant amount of money 
each year hat can be used for other, more essential 
needs. We look forward to making energy upgrades 
to even more businesses until the program expires 
in December.”

Rhonda added, “The lights were switched about 
five months ago and in that time we have not had 
to replace a single bulb. So in addition to having 
better light quality there also lasting a lot longer 
than the old fluorescent. And now that my lights 
are changed and my energy use is down I really do 
feel I’m doing my part for the planet.”

To get your small business a free energy survey to 
start the process of cost and energy savings, call (888) 
945-5326, or visit https://www.conedsmallbusiness.
com/contact

Con Edison’s 
Green Team 

helps Queens 
small businesses 
save money and 

energy

ADVERTISEMENT
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Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

It’s Our Mission.
Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored health insurance programs, call Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org 1-866-435-9521

• Health insurance coverage for adults 19-64 
in New York State who qualify  

• Checkups with your own doctor
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital and emergency care
• Dental and vision care
• Speech and hearing services
• Behavioral health services
• More than 43,000 quality providers 

Family Health Plus is a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 
Some services require a copayment.

Family Health Plus with Fidelis Care

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
City Councilman 

James Gennaro (D-Fresh 
Meadows) and Queens 
Parks Commissioner Doro-
thy Lewandowski helped 
plant a tree Friday in Ja-
maica in memory of Hugo 
Tale-Yax, the so-called 
“homeless hero” who was 
stabbed to death in April 
2010 as he saved the life of 
a woman who was being 
mugged.

Tale-Yax’s killer has 
not been apprehended and 
the woman whose aid he 
rushed to has not come for-
ward since the attack.

Gennaro said the tree 
planting at 87-15 144th St., 
the site of Tale-Yax’s mur-
der, will serve as “a symbol 
of life and wonderment.

“You know, the circle 
goes round and round and 

life passes on, but in other 
ways [it is] reborn,” Genn-
aro said before he, Lewan-
dowski and Barry Colvin, 
a Westchester resident who 
was so moved by the story 
of Tale-Yax that he wanted 
to memorialize him, poured 
a ceremonial shovel of dirt 
onto the planting.

Gennaro expressed 
outrage that residents who 
passed by Tale-Yax after 
moments he was stabbed 
did not bother to help him.

“When the very life-
blood was oozing out of 
him, people couldn’t stop 
by and save someone who 
saved a life,” Gennaro said. 
“He paid with his own life 
so someone can live.

“Let this tree be a 
commemoration not of 
his spirit, but of the spirit 
and brotherhood that we 
should feel in each other,” 

the councilman said.
Lewandowski praised 

Gennaro as a “strong ad-
vocate” for tree plantings 
and said the tree being 
planted in honor of Tale-
Yax is part of Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg’s PlaNYC 
initiative to plant 1 million 
trees in the city.

So far, 400,000 such 
trees have been planted, 
the Queens commissioner 
said.

Lewandowski said 
the tree “is the parallel in 
terms of life going on.

“We’re continuing 
more and more to make this 
place greener,” she said of 
Gennaro’s district, which 
includes parts of Jamaica, 
Jamaica Estates, Fresh 
Meadows and Hillcrest.

Jamaica’s homeless hero 
honored at tree planting

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

A small, college preparatory school 
for young women. 

Saturday,  
October 15, 2011 

10 am - 1 pm 
TACHS Code #018

Visit us, meet the students & the
faculty and learn about all the

exciting academic & extra-curricular
programs that we offer in a safe and 

nurturing environment. 

Sister Joan Martin, Principal 
13-20 124 Street 

College Point, NY  11356 
www.stagneshs.org   718-353-6276 



 TIM
ES

LE
DG

ER
, S

EP
T. 

1-7
, 2

01
1 

NE

24

The US Open officially got underway during a ceremony Monday evening. 
(Clockwise from top l.) Roman Riazantcev, 10, originally from Siberia, sits in the 
upper deck; fireworks shoot off during the “Star Spangled Banner” at the opening 
ceremony; Roger Federer chases down a ball; Greyson Chance, YouTube sensa-
tion, belts out a tribute to New York; Matthew Schuyler and Thomas DeBenedictus 
balance giant tennis balls on the palms of their hands; Venus Williams serves; 
and Hans Gert of Belgium looks out from Arthur Ashe Stadium’s promenade.  

Photos by Christina Santucci
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THE GOLDMAN SACHS 10,000 SMALL BUSINESSES PROGRAM 
IS IN NEW YORK.  APPLY TODAY.

E VERY THING YOUR SMALL BUSINESS
NEEDS TO GROW IS HERE.

Goldman Sachs is pleased to announce open enrollment for the next 10,000 Small Businesses program in New York.
The program, led by LaGuardia Community College, is designed to give local small businesses the resources to grow
by providing them with greater access to business education, financial capital and business support services. 

Learn more and apply today at www.lagcc.cuny.edu/ACE/10000smallbusinesses.aspx or (718) 730-7400.

Continuing
Education

L A G U A R D I A

P E O P L E ,  CHANG ING

North Shore
Rehab AssociatesFREE

Consultation
With this ad. Expires in 30 days.

SCIATICA PAIN?SCIATICA PAIN?

c Low Back, Buttock, Leg Pain
c Leg, Low Back Weakness
c Burning or Shooting Pains in Legs
c Difficulty Walking
c Numbness/Tingling in Lower Back or Legs
c Stiffness or Fatigue in Legs
c Tender Points on Lower Back or Legs

THERAPY CAN BEGIN TODAY.

FREE
CONSULTATION

*Most 
Insurances 
Accepted
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26 Weprin defends decision to back out of debate
Congressional candidate calls reaction to his decision not to participate due to hurricane ‘overblown’

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Assemblyman David 

Weprin (D-Little Neck) 
said Tuesday his decision 
to cancel his appearance 
at a debate that was sched-
uled for Monday has been 
“blown out of proportion” 
after he blamed Hurricane 
Irene for causing logistical 
and scheduling problems.

Weprin, a Democrat, is 
running in a Sept. 13 spe-

cial election against Repub-
lican and retired Rockaway 
businessman Bob Turner 
for the seat to replace for-
mer U.S. Rep. Anthony 
Weiner.

A debate between con-

gressional candidates Bob 
Turner and state Assem-
blyman David Weprin (D-
Little Neck) set for Monday 
was canceled after Weprin 
bowed out of the forum, cit-
ing the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Irene.

“The hurricane caused 
major logistical and sched-
uling problems for the 
campaign and, as a result, 
David is not able to make 
the debate,” said Weprin 
campaign spokeswoman 
Elizabeth Kerr.’

During a press brief-
ing in Forest Hills Tuesday, 
Weprin said there were five 
other debates scheduled 
and pointed out that he and 
Turner already had partici-
pated in three debates and 
one forum.

“I think it is being 
blown out of proportion,” 
Weprin said.

The debate, sponsored 
by the Juniper Park Civic 
Association and the Times 
Newsweekly, was sched-

uled for 7:30 p.m. Monday 
in Middle Village.

Maureen Walthers, 
publisher and editor of the 

Times Newsweekly, said 
Weprin’s reason for back-
ing out of the debate was a 
“lame excuse.

“He never wanted to 
do it in the first place, as 
far as I’m concerned. He 
was always putting up 
roadblocks. He’s going out 
of his way to make himself 
look bad,” she said. “It’s not 
fair for the people who live 
here. The people are kind 
of annoyed that the debate 
was canceled and they were 
willing to come out after 
the hurricane.”

A source close to the 
campaign said Weprin’s 
Sunday schedule was af-
fected by the hurricane, 
which led to his having to 
cancel the Monday debate.

Walthers said Weprin 
did not pick up the phone 
himself to call the paper to 
cancel his appearance.

“Anyone who hides be-
hind their staff, that’s kind 
of wormy to me,” she said.

An SUV belonging to a volunteer for congressional candidate Bob Turner (r. inset) sits out-
side the campaign office of his opponent, Assemblyman David Weprin (l. inset), who canceled a 
debate Monday due to logistical and scheduling problems caused by Hurricane Irene. 

Photo courtesy Turner campaing, insets by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 40

The program is available to Con Edison residential electric customers who live in one-to-four unit homes. 
Refrigerators and freezers must be in working condition, owned by the resident, and must be a minimum 
of 10 cubic feet in size, using inside measurements. JACO Environmental is the Con Edison contractor 
responsible for pick up and recycling of refrigerators and freezers. Limit two units per residential address.

$50
REBATE

$100
A YEAR 

ON ENERGY

SAVE UP TO

Your freezer or old, working second fridge can cost a lot to run. If you don’t use 
it often, call the Green Team and we’ll recycle it for free. You’ll save money and 
energy, get a $50 rebate, and help keep harmful materials out of landfills. 

To schedule a FREE weekday or Saturday pick up,  
call 1-800-430-9505 or visit conEd.com/greenteam 

Get $50 For Recycling  
Your Freezer or Old Fridge

NEW: Rebate increased to $50 and now accepting freezers.

NEW
 REBATE: 

GET $50 BACK

NOW ACCEPTING FREEZERS

Free Synagogue of Flushing
There’s Something for Everyone

�

Free Synagogue of Flushing is a welcoming Reform Congregation
located in downtown Flushing.

We invite you and your family to join with us,
in celebrating the High Holy Days.

41-60 Kissena Boulevard Flushing, New York 11355 

ROSH HASHANAH IS SEPTEMBER 29th 
COME JOIN US!

Become a member before the Holidays.  
Tickets are included in your membership fee. 

The cost of High Holiday tickets purchased separately 
may be applied toward membership. 

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 28 ~ Rosh Hashanah, Sept. 29
Kol Nidre, Oct.  7 ~ Yom Kippur, Oct. 8

Children’s Services are held at 1:00 P.M.

For more information please call 718-961-0030

Email: Freesynagogue@verizon.net 
www.freesynagogue.org

On-Site Parking 
Chair Lift Accessible
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718-225-5252

Patti Schmidt

Dance & Exercise Center
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40-31 235th Street, 
Douglaston

Serving Douglaston Manor Since 1956

Classes
Start 

Sept 19th

Birthday 
Parties 

Available

Mommy & ME
Crawlers , 1 to 3 yrs.  Intro to dance, 

Music  & Creative Movement

NUTCRACKER BALLET
Special class, ballet performance held in December.

Requires Tap, Ballet & Jazz.

PERFORMANCE CLASS
Must be current students, requires Tap, Ballet & Jazz,

call Patti for info.

PRE -SCHOOL
Start your pre-k or kindergartner with a "combo" class

of Tap, Ballet, Jazz 

1ST. GRADE THRU 
COLLEGE & ADULTS

Join in Hip, Jazz, Tap, Ballet & Pointe.

ADULT COMBO
Tap/Ballet combination class

PRIVATE CLASSES

NO REGISTRATION FEE*

“Register Now”

• Mommy & Me • Pre-School

• Elementary School • High School

 • College • Adults  • All Boy Classes

• Jazz

• Tap

• Ballet

• Hip-Hop

• Nutcracker

• Irish Step

• Pointe

• Combo

• Mommy & Me

• Boy Classes

• Performance Class

• Zumba

N.Y. REGENTS ACCREDITED
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

LOW TUITION
CLASSES START SEPT. 20

MINIMUM AGE: 4 YEARS
Children’s Classes meet once a week from 4:30-6:15pm

CONVENIENT LOCATIONS IN:

German for
Children

11

Full Service Hospital Providing Exceptional
Care to Companion Animals

Ronald Rosen, D.V.M.
Michael Ferber, D.V.M.
Rob Foley, D.V.M.
Megan Kelleher, D.V.M.
Senior Citizen & Multi-Pet Discount

718-423-9600
www.nsah.biz

Treating Your Pet Like Family For Over 3 Generations

We 
now offer 

physical therapy 
& underwater 

treadmill

NORTH 
SHORE 
ANIMAL 
HOSPITAL

(Evening & Weekend Appointments Available)

We’ve Moved!
42-02 215th St.

Bayside, NY 11361
Affiliated With 

“The South Bellmore Veterinary Group”
2506 Merrick Rd. Bellmore......516-783-9100
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BY NORM HARRIS

Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong’s pri-
vate residence in Corona — a modern 
Mecca to the jazz world — was declared a 
National Historic Landmark 30 years ago 
yet it still continues to serve as a labora-
tory and stage for leading jazz musicians 
the world over.

On Aug. 20, the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum — declared a New York 
City landmark in 1988 and first opened 
to the public on Oct. 15, 2003 — featured 
the Baby Soda Jazz Band, an ensemble 
that currently spearheads the new “street 
jazz” movement, which merges influenc-
es of 1930s swing, New Orleans jazz and 
Southern gospel.

Providing thousands of annual visi-

tors from across the globe an intimate 
look into the music and life of the great 
jazz musician with guided tours of Arm-
strong’s residence and museum, the in-
stitution completed its summer program 
schedule with Baby Soda.

Facility director Michael Cogswell, 
along with program director Deslyn Dyer 
and volunteers, presented the last of the 
2011 schedule “Summer with Satchmo Hot 

Jazz/Cool Garden” to a capacity crowd.
Baby Soda Jazz Band, which is by 

design an ever-changing ensemble of New 
York’s finest musicians, performed under 
the shade of large pine trees in the corner 
of the Armstrong Garden, which seats 
more than 150. This talented iteration, 
composed of cornetist Ed Polcer, Peter 
Ford as lead vocal and bass box player, 
Jared Engel on banjo and “low boy,” trom-
bonist Emily Asher, trumpeter Gordon 
Au, and Pete Anderson on clarinet, de-
livered an extremely well-received eclec-
tic two-set concert of 14 foot-tapping and 
hand-clapping inspired selections repre-
senting Southern gospel, ‘30s era swing 

and New Orleans jazz.
The musicians, immediately com-

fortable with one another, opened the 
first set with the Louisiana-styled nos-
talgic “River Band Shuffle” with Asher 
featured on trombone as Polcer, Ford and 
Engel provided the rhythm section. Peter 
Ford, playing the odd-looking upright sin-
gle-stringed bass box (a wooden box with 
a broom handle neck), demonstrated his 
polished but laid back vocal skills as he 
captured the audiences attention with his 
rendition of the beautiful tune “Exactly 
Like You.”

As each composition was introduced, 
Continued on Page 32

Louis Armstrong House 
wraps summer program 
with street jazz leader
Baby Soda Jazz Band

ANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD   NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD DDDDAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNT AAAAAAIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNRTAAAAARTAAAAAAA

“Baby Soda Jazz Band” 
warmed up fans in the Louis 
Armstrong House garden 
Aug. 20. Photo by Norm Harris
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CONCERTS

Warm Up 2011 —  MoMA PS1’s highly anticipated 
annual outdoor music series, which kicked off 
July 2, continues every Saturday through Sept. 3 
with the best in experimental live music, sound, 
performance, and DJs! Join us this summer for 
featured artists Omar-S, DJ Pierre, Sun Araw, 
Black Dice, Four Tet, Tanlines, Grimes, Syd Tha 
Kyd/OFWGKTA, His name is alive, Nguzunguzu, 
and many more. For the full lineup and ticket 
information, visit MoMAPS1.org/warmup.
When: Through Sept. 10, Saturdays 2-9 pm
Cost: $15    
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson Ave., Long 
Island City
Contact:  mail@ps1.org (718) 784-2084  
Website: ps1.org/warmup

York College Summer/Fall Jazz Concert 
Program
When: Through Oct. 15, assorted days of the 
week
Where: York College, 94-20 Guy R. Brewer Blvd., 
#1A12, Jamaica 
Contact: Tom Zlabinger tzlabinger@york.cuny.
edu   
Website: www.york.cuny.edu

Let’s Hang On! —  The premier Frankie Valli and 
the Four Seasons tribute band.
When: Sept. 25, 3 pm 

Sketchy LIC: A Sketchy Comedy 
Competition —  The Queens Players 
in partnership with the Secret 
Theatre and Face Off Unlimited are 
presenting Sketchy LIC, an exciting 
new ongoing sketch comedy 
competition bringing the funniest 
sketch comedy teams in NYC to the 
vibrant and growing Long Island 
City improv and stand-up scene.
When: Sept. 6, 8 pm
Cost: $5    
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 
23rd St., Long Island City 
Contact: Jonathan Emerson 
jonathan@secrettheatre.com (718) 
392-0722  
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Chix 6 —  The pre-Broadway tryout 
of an exciting original musical by 
indie rock sensation and Queens 
native Lourds Lane that tells the 
story of a comic book artist whose 
superheroine characters leap off 
the page to teach her how to love 
herself. Featuring a dynamic cast 
and a dazzling original score, the 
touching story, multimedia wizardry 
and electrifying music will captivate 
the eye, ear and heart in this world 
premiere event.
When: Sept. 27 through Oct. 30
Cost: $42-$49 
Where: Queens Theatre in the Park, 

Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

‘S Wonderful - The New Gershwin 
Musical —  Five mini-musicals take 
audiences on an all-singing, all-
dancing ride to the places and times 
that made the Gershwins the most 
successful songwriting 
team in musical history.  
Featuring more than 
40 classic hits including “I Got 
Rhythm,” “Someone To Watch Over 
Me,” and “They Can’t Take That 
Away From Me,” ‘S Wonderful will 
have you tapping your toe to the 
fascinating rhythms of George  Ira 
Gershwin. Through Nov. 13.
When: Nov. 3  through Nov. 13
Cost: $39-$44
Where: Queens Theatre in the Park, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
Website: www.queenstheatre.org

Little Shop of Horrors —  The 
musical about a fl orist and a hungry 
plant.
When: Nov. 4, 5, 11 and 12 at 7:30 
p.m.; Nov. 10 at 10:15 a.m. and 7:30 
p.m.; Nov. 9 matinee for $1 at 1:15 
p.m.
Cost: $10, $5 for seniors, $3 QCC 
faculty and students.
Where: Queensborough Performing 
Arts Center, 222-05 56th Ave. 

Springfi eld Blvd., Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

 AUDITIONS & 
REHEARSALS

York College’s “Anna in the 
Tropics,” “Oleana” and/or 

“Speak Out” —  You must 
have most afternoons from 
3PM-6PM free for rehearsals. 

We will audition for all three 
productions at once. Working 
knowledge of Spanish is helpful for 
“Anna in the Tropics”.
When: Sept. 2 and 3, 3 pm to 5 pm
Where: Little Theatre, York College 
Performing Arts Center, 94-45 Guy 
R. Brewer Boulevard, Jamaica
Contact:   Professor Amrhein, (718) 
262-3707

Oratorio Society of Queens 
First Rehearsal —  David Close, 
conductor. 
When: Sept. 12, 7:45 p.m. 
Where: Temple Beth Sholom, 172nd 
Street and Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 279-3006 

Youth Orchestra, CYCNY 20011-12 
Auditions —  The Youth Orchestra, 
CYCNY, a Queens-based youth 
orchestra, is pleased to announce 

its 2011-12 audition for new 
members, age 11-18, who has been 
learning an orchestral instrument 
with a private teacher for at least 
2-3 years, and who are interested in 
our bilingual repertories of Western 
and Eastern music. The audition 
instruments will be fl ute, oboe, 
clarinet, bassoon, trumpet, horn, 
trombone, tuba, violin, viola, 
cello, bass, harp and percussion. 
Scholarship will be available for 
viola, horn, bassoon and bass.
When: Sept. 17, noon 
Where: MS 158, 46-35 Oceania St., 
Bayside
Contact: Patsy Chen patsychen@
aol.com (718) 834-8904  
Website: http://www.
youthorchestra.com

MEETINGS

North Shore Playwrights Circle 
Meeting — Formerly known as the 
Playwrights Circle of Great Neck, 
this open group features discussion, 
workshopping and writing exercises 
for playwrights in Queens and 
Nassau counties.
When: Every other Wednesday, 7:30 
p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Where: Sterling Glen of Great Neck, 
96 Cutter Mill Rd., Great Neck
Cost: Free membership
Contact: Robin Gorman Newman - 
robin@lovecoach.com (516) 732-0911

sudoku Answers in Classified

Fill in the grids so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 through 9.
There should be no repeats; which means that no number is repeated in any row, column or box. 

Easy #79 Hard #79

W
eek 35

Tips at www.sudoku.com
© Puzzles by Pappocom

Answers in Sports

STAGE 

Continued on Page 30
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Mekong East 43-13 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside, NY 11361

718-357-6860Vietnamese Restaurant

guide toD N NG

Castel’ Mare RistoranteCastel’ Mare Ristorante
F i n e  N o r t h e r n  &  S o u t h e r n  I t a l i a n  C u i s i n e

Hours: Tues. thru Thurs. 4pm-10pm, Fri & Sat. 4pm-11pm, Sun. 1pm-10pm

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

Mediterranean 
GrillM 160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357

718.281.4210 or 4211

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

718-225-4700
www.auntbellasrestaurant.com

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

The Original Cascarino’s
14-60 College Point Blvd. College Point, NY

718-445-9755
www.OriginalCascarinos.com

718-229-8686

Ducale Ristorante Italiano
12-53 150th St. Whitestone, NY • 718-767-4699

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

96-40 Queens Blvd, Rego Park
1-800-BENS BEST  718-897-1700

www.bensbest.com

FRESH & Exotic Fare
featuring sushi and so 

much more

254-04 Northern Blvd. 
Little Neck

718-225-3311

Zum Stammtisch German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

Cost: $35 
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Blood, Sweat and Tears —  A 
musical institution since 1968.
When: Nov. 19, 8 pm
Cost: $35
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Avenue  Springfi eld Blvd., 
Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org
 
Thursday Open Mic Music 
Nights —  Regularly presented 
from the stage of the RAA’s 
T-7 Gallery, this year-round 
weekly event gives performers 
of all kinds the spotlight to be 
seen and heard on Thursdays. 
Musicians, singers, poetry and 
prose readers, stand up comics 
and more have played to 
welcoming audiences there.
When: Thursdays, 7 pm;  sign-
up starts generally at 7:30 pm.   
Where: Rockaway Center for 
the Arts, Fort Tilden, Gateway 
National Recreation Area, 
Rockaway 
Contact: Dominique Roberts 

info@raa116.org (718) 474-0861  
Website: www.
rockawayartistsalliance.org

KIDS & FAMILY

Family Fun Day —  Fun for the 
whole family. 
When: Sept. 1, 11 a.m. 
Where: Lawrence Nursing Care 
Center, 350 Beach 54th St., 
Arvern 
Contact: Shelly Blake  (917) 
859-5519 

ABCs and 123s Storytime 
—  Make back-to-school fun by 
reading stories about a new 
school year. 
When: Sept. 3, 11 am 
Cost: Free
Where: Barnes and Noble, 
176-60 Union Turnpike, Fresh 
Meadows 
Contact: Gina Lockwood-
Sheehan  (718) 380-7077  

Freshwater Fishing —  Free. 
Pre-register. Catch-and-release 
fi shing. 
When: Sept. 3, 10 am 
Where: Alley Pond 
Enviornmental Center, 228-06 

Northern Blvd., Douglaston 
Contact:   (718) 229-4000  

Circus! Science Under the Big 
Top —  Walk a tightrope, practice 
elastic acrobatics, learn how to 
juggle, and explore the science 
behind the circus in this special 
exhibition. Free with general 
NYSCI admission.
When: Through Sept. 4 
Where: New York Hall of Science, 
47-01 111th St., Flushing 
Contact: Mary Record 
mrecord@nyscience.org   

Crawling Critters —  Pre-
register. Come for a close-
up look at live insects and 
the animals that eat them. 
participants must be toilet 
trained.
When: Sept. 10 (ages 3-4), Sept. 
17, (ages 5-6); 3 pm
Cost: $12 ($17 non-members) 
Where: Alley Pond 
Enviornmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston 
Contact:   (718) 229-4000  

Children’s Nature 
Photography —  Ten 
participants. Ages 6-11. Children 
will be introduced to the basics 
of composition and nature 
photography.
When: Sept. 11 and 18, 10:30 am 
Cost: $54 ($60 non-members)

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT

Continued on Page 33

now
serving
FRESH
BREAD

N
O

W
 O

P
E

N



Tim
esL

edger, s
epT. 1-7, 2011

Ne

31

Lively Shabbat Service 
Discussion, Coffee & Dessert

Jewish & Single? Join US!
Friday, September 16 - 8:00 p.m.

Little Neck Jewish Center
49-10 Little Neck Pkwy Little Neck, NY 11362

Little Neck 
Jewish Center’s

Simcha 
Singles

Little Neck 
Welcome To
Welcome To

Contact us for more info. simchasingles@gmail.com

CHOICE A
$23.95

Any 5 Items
Stuffed Shells

Tortellini w/Meat Sauce
Ravioli

Baked Ziti
Eggplant Parmigiana
Sausage & Peppers

Broiled Chicken
Small Meatballs

Linguini, w/Clam Sauce
Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

CHOICE B
$25.95

Any 3 Choices From A
Any 2 Choices From B

Chicken Pizzaiola
Chicken Francaise
Chicken Marsala

Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
Veal Marsala

Tortellini Alfredo
Penne Vodka

Private Party 
room

ask about our 
individual trays

Above served with either Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Stands, Sterno, Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Forks, Knives & Italian Bread. Delivered to your home or office. (Min. 15 people)

• Chicken Parmigiana
 • Chicken Francaise 
• Chicken Marsala
•Chicken Pizzaiola 

• Veal Cutlet Parmigiana
 • Penne Vodka 

• Tortellini Alfredo

CHOICE A
$13.95 per person
Choice of 5 items

CHOICE B
$15.95 per person
Any 3 Choices from A
Any 2 Choices from B

Minimum of 25 People • Above served with either 
Antipasto, Garden Salad or Caesar Salad, Unlimited Wine, 

Beer, with Soda, Coffee & Tea (premium wines $2.50 extra)

YOUR PARTY CATERED AT OUR RESTAURANT

10% OFF
DINNER

Valid only for 5 or less people per table,
Not Good on Holidays. 

• Not to be combined with any other offer.

WiTH THiS COuPON RECEiVE

LET US CATER YOUR NEXT PARTY 
DELICIOUS HOMEMADE ITALIAN FOOD

CHOICE C
$26.95

Sit Down Dinner - 1 of 3 Choices
VEAL CUTLET

Marsala, Picatta Parmigiana

CHICKEN
Marsala, Parmigiana

Francaise

FISH
Filet of Sole

Broiled, Parmigiana
Tilapia Oreganata

PASTA COURSE
Tomato, Marinara, Vodka

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Open 7 Days Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700

46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck
2 blocks South of Northern Boulevard

• Stuffed Shells 
• Tortellini Meat Sauce
• Ravioli - Baked Ziti 
Eggplant Parmigiana
• Sausage & Peppers  

• Broiled Chicken
• Small Meatballs 

• Linguini w/Red or White Clams 
• Pasta w/Broccoli, Garlic & Oil

14 Northern Blvd. Great Neck • 516.498.1888 • Fax: 516.498.1999
Open Daily, Mon.–Thurs. 11am–10:30pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am–11pm • Sun. 12 noon–11pm 

“ The Ultimate Place For Chinese Seafood & Sushi”

Presenting A Spectacular Labor Day Weekend Buffet

Seniors 65
and over 20% OFF

Lunch & Dinner 
(Mon-Sun) with valid ID 

excluding holidays

$3 OFF
Per Person

For Lunch or Dinner
(Mon.ñSun.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 
combined. Offer expires 10/31/11

TLHB

$3 OFF
Per Person

For Lunch or Dinner
(Mon.ñSun.)

Up to 20 people. Excluding Holidays.
One Coupon per party. Cannot be 
combined. Offer expires 10/31/11

TLHB

All Major 
Credit Cards 

Accepted

SpaciOuS
privaTe
parkiNG

• Stir-Fry Flounder Filet
• Grilled Halibut With Teriyaki Sauce
• pan-Seared Jumbo prawn

With Tomato Sauce
• Bar-B-Que crispy Skin pork Belly
• Sauté Jumbo clam on the Half Shell
• Fry Blue craw crab With Minced

pork & Hot peppers
• argentina Broiled Flank Steak
• New Zealand Style Grilled Squid

• Steamed Sea Scallops With angel Hair
Noodles & Garlic

• Signature Beef prime rib
• crabmeat Sea cucumber & Shark Fin Soup
• Savory plum crusted caplin Fish
• Lamb kebab With House Glaze & Herbs
• italian Baked clams
• Grilled Beef Short ribs With chefs

Tangy Sauce
• Thai Style Shellfish Tom Yum chowder

• Tuscan chicken cutlet
• Malaysian Style chicken Satay
• Sushi chef’s Smoked Tuna
• Salmon & Sea Bass Sashimi
• cajun Lobster Hand roll
• 30 varieties of Fresh Sushi & Specialty rolls
• chef’s Gourmet Salads & Seasonal

Fruit Display
• extensive Selections Of Smoothies,

Frozen Yogurts, ice cream & pasteries

Complimentary
Unlimited
Beverages
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members of the ensemble, either 
taking solos or being featured, 
demonstrated as they did in the 
horn-centered harmonizing con-
versational piece “Winan Boy,” 
that they were having a ball and 
genuinely enjoying every min-
ute of it. “Ain’t Misbehavin’,” a 
chestnut of a classic tune, really 

captured the attention of the fans 
as did the following rapid-paced 
“Muskrat Rumble” when the clar-
inet, trumpet and cornet played 
an interesting counterpoint to 
the superb trombone chops of 
Asher. Asher stepped the action 
up a notch more as she provided 
the opening vocals for the clas-
sic “Them There Eyes” as Ford’s 

bass box and banjo work by Engel 
filled in the spaces in harmoni-
ous perfection.

The extended applause and 
excitement in the audience was 
frequently quite apparent and the 
rest of the extensive afternoon 
performance, accentuated by 
the playing of one of Louis Arm-
strong’s favorite tunes, “Canal 
Street Blues,” followed by “Bye ‘n 
Bye,” the Fats Waller tune “Black 
and Blue” and Ed Polcer’s self-
proclaimed 1930s Rap tune, “The 
Blues My Naughty Sweety Gives 
To Me,” qualified the whole mu-
sical experience as one for the 
books.

Not to outdo themselves by 
any means, the whole ensemble, 
after a short intermission, had 
the fans in their hands as they 
led toward the finale first with 
Ford’s vocalese and bass box solo 
featuring youngest member Pete 
Anderson’s tight clarinet work 
on “Struttin’ with Some Barbe-
cue”, followed by “New Orleans” 
and the last memorable offering, 
“Millenburg Joys.”

Continued from Page 28

Senior statesman Ed Polcer on muted cornet adding some serious New Orleans 
soul to the set. Photo by Norm Harris

If “Satchmo” was here, it looks like he’d be diggin’ Emily Asher’s trombone chops 
and sayin’ “Man did you hear that lady groove?” Photo by Norm Harris

Exp. August 31st 2011
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Ringside  Seats y y g p

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

A citizen of
America will cross
the ocean to fight
for democracy, but
won’t cross the
street to vote in a
national election.

• • • Bill Vaughan

Across
 1. Links numbers
 5. Auctioneer’s last word
 9. Fedora feature

13. Guitarist Clapton
14. Creme-filled snack
15. Mars or Mercury
16. Russo of “Get Shorty”
17. Fourth digit, left hand
19. Big wigs
21. Puzzle
22. Place for a boutonniere
23. Social group
24. Fume
26. 2011 Tony Award for
     Best Play

30. TV studio sign
31. NY Yankees Roger
32. “___ be my pleasure!”
33. Menu option
34. “Frasier” character
35. Old dagger
36. Boy in Johnny Cash song
37. Lugs
38. Three-star officer: Abbr.
39. Radio hosts’ medium
41. Long-necked waders
42. Frozen treats
43. Phony
44. St. George’s foe
47. Abalone eater
50. Circus big wig
52. “Look what I did!”
53. Sleeping disorder
54. Swiss peaks
55. Leprechauns’ land
56. Bit of sweat
57. Plane part
58. Historic Scott

Down
 1. Short wave?
 2. Atlas stat
 3. Whitey Bulger, e.g.
 4. Plot outline
 5. Put in order

  6. Bay window
  7. Telescope part
  8. Husky
  9. _____ Mussolini
10. Actress Diana
11. Gossip tidbit
12. “___ Breckinridge”
15. Washington and Shore
18. Wheel maker
20. Rich Little, e.g.
23. Cabby’s customers
24. “Stars and Stripes
        Forever” composer
25. Tedium
26. Charles’s princedom
27. Drummer-songwriter
       from England
28. Dutch painter Jan
29. Paradises
31. Backbiters
34. Catholic devotion
35. Imitated a peacock
37. Puget Sound city
38. Danish toy company

40. Like George
       Washington
41. Raspy
43. Attention-getters
44. Colorless
45. Ready for picking
46. Kournikova of tennis
47. W.W.II battle site
48. Falco of “The Sopranos”
49. Big name in mapmaking
51. ___ Miguel

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
PUNCH  DRUNK

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS
  By Ed Canty (Ed@gfrpuzzles.com)
y

TimesLedger Newspapers
Sept. 1-7, 2011
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Where: Alley Pond 
Enviornmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston 
Contact:   (718) 229-4000 

An Evening with the Stars 
—  Seven years and older. Info 
packet included. Pre-register. 
Understand and appreciate 
the mystery and beauty of the 
universe.
Cost: $10 adult member ($12 

non-member adult, $7 children 
7-12) 
When: Sept. 17, 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Alley Pond 
Enviornmental Center, 228-06 
Northern Blvd., Douglaston 
Contact:   (718) 229-4000 

Jamaica Kids Inc. Golf Outing 
—  First-ever event.
Cost: $140 per golfer 
When: Oct. 6, 8 a.m. 
Where: Douglaston Golf 
Course, 63-20 Marathon Pkwy., 

Douglaston 
Contact: Eleanor Jobbagy  
(718) 557-3469  

The Amazing Maize Maze 
—  Every Saturday and Sunday 
through Oct. 30.
Cost: $9 ($5 children 4-11, free 
children 3 and under) 
When: Sept. 3, 11 a.m. 
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Floral Park 
Contact:   (718) 347-3276 X304  

 
AUDITIONS & 

REHEARSALS

Choral Society Auditions 
—  The Queens College Choral 
Society will hold auditions 
for its 2011-12 concert season, 
which will feature Handel’s 
“Judas Maccabaeus” and 
Brahms’s “Requiem,” two 
extraordinary works for chorus 
and orchestra.
When: Sept. 7, 15 and 21 6-7 pm 
Where: Queens College, 65-30 
Kissena Blvd., Flushing 
Contact:   (718) 997-5593  

“Lifefull” Open Rehearsal —  
Join Dance Into Light in an open 
rehearsal for the opportunity 
to watch, refl ect, discuss, and 
be inspired.
When: Sept. 10, 2-3:30 pm
Cost: $10 suggested 
Where: Topaz Arts Center 
55-03 39th Avenue, Woodside, 
NY 11377 
Contact: Dina Denis 
danceintolight@
dinadenisdance.org (347) 
770-3454  
Website: dinadenisdance.org

EVENTS

31st annual Motorcycle Show 

—  If you want to enter your 
bike in the show, arrive for 
registration at 10 am.
When: Sept. 11, 11 am
Cost: $5 
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Floral Park 
Contact:  info@queensfarm.org 
(718) 347-3276  

29th annual Queens County 
Fair —  Free parking. Blue ribbon 
competitions and a 3-acre corn 
maze adventure.
When: Sept. 17-18, 11 am 
Cost: $8 ($5 12 and under) 
Where: Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Floral Park 
Contact:  info@queensfarm.org 
(718) 347-3276 

Bayside Jewish Center 
Annual Breakfast —  Guest 
lecturer Charles Fine. Complete 
breakfast and dessert. 
Presenting a video tour of 
the Lower East Side. Submit 
payment before Sept. 12.
Cost: $10 
When: Sept. 18, 10 am 
Where: Bayside Jewish Center, 
203-05 32nd Ave., Bayside 
Contact:   (718) 352-7900

Queens Fashion Week Runway 
Gala —  The Runway Gala 
Event pulls together all of the 

featured fashion businesses 
from our Queens Fashion 
Week Spotlight. More than 40 
fashion independents, along 
with buyers, stylists, makeup 
artists, accessories designers, 
press, media, bloggers, young 
designers and independent 
established designers, will be in 
attendance.
When: Sept. 18, 3-6 pm
Cost: Free    
Where:  York Performing Arts 
Center, 94-45 Guy R. Brewer 
Blvd, Jamaica
Contact:  info@
queensfashionweek.com   
Website: queensfashionweek.
com

World Maker Faire —  Through 
Sept. 18. A family fun festival 
to MAKE, create, learn, invent, 
craft, recycle, build, think, play 
and be inspired by celebrating 
arts, crafts, engineering, food, 
music, science and technology. 
Admission requires purchase of 
a World Maker Faire ticket.
When: Through Sept. 18  
Where: New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Flushing 
Contact: Mary Record 
mrecord@nyscience.org   

Continued from Page 30

OPEN
Mon–Thurs 11:30–10
Fri & Sat 11:30–10:30

Sun 12:30–10

Asian Fusion & Sushi Bar
38-05 Bell Blvd., Bayside

718-631-1188

ACCEPTING ALL 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

FREE DELIVERY 
$10.00 MIN. ORDER

(MOST AREAS)

Thursday – Sept. 1

Friday - Sept. 2

Saturday - Sept. 3

(cannot be combined

w/any other offer)

GRAND
Opening
  20% 
OFF 

any order over $30
PLUS FREE SAKE

(Dine-in only-not combinable w/ any other offer)
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Borough Beat COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

ANYTHING BUT BLAND
Craig Kinsey (l.-r.) discusses neighborhood concerns with City 
Councilman Peter Koo, state Assemblywoman Grace Meng and 
state Sen. Toby Stavisky at the Bland Houses Family Fun Day.

SUMMER CAMP
City Councilman Mark Weprin (c., standing) visited the summer 
camp run by the Sports & Arts in Schools Foundation at PS 46 in 
Oakland Gardens in recognition of the completion of this year’s 
program. SASF receives funding from the Council to offer high-
quality summer programming, featuring top sports and arts in-
structors, at about 50 school locations across the city.

MEETING OF THE MINDS
Members of the UJA-Federation and the Met Council meet with 
board members of the Queens Jewish Community Council to talk 
about services for the needy. Photo by Bob Harris

BANKABLE AWARD
Astoria Federal Savings held its sixth-annual essay contest for 
children ages 5-12, asking them to complete the statement: “If I 
save a lot today, in the future I could ….” Essay contest winner 
Anthony Sutich of Whitestone is pictured receiving his award. 
Joining him is Astoria Federal Savings Whitestone Branch Manager 
Luisa Gosman, senior vice president and director of marketing.

THE VISITING TEAM
Some 20 out-of-town students spent part of their summer in an 
unusual way. As participants in the week-long, intensive Summer 
Institute developed by the Asian/American Center at Queens 
College, these students learned first-hand about the history, con-
tributions and cultural experiences of Asian-American youth in 
the ethnically diverse communities of Queens.

SCIENCE OF CHIRPING
The Cricket Science Workshop took place July 23 at the Center at 
Maple Grove Cemetery. The children learned about the habitat of 
the cricket and had many hands-on activities to engage in. The 
workshop was handled by the Alley Pond Environmental Center. 
Children who attended were given certificates of participation.

READ THE ‘SEED’
State Sen. Toby Stavisky (r.) reads “The Tiny Seed” to children at 
the Flushing YWCA as part of their summer day camp and literacy 
festival, which also included a spelling bee.

HOME AWAY FROM HOME
State Sen. Toby Stavisky (third from l.) and City Councilwoman 
Karen Koslowitz (second from r.) visit the “Uzbekistan Is Our 
Common Home” exhibit at the Bukharian Cultural Center, cele-
brating the 20th anniversary of Uzbekistan’s independence. They 
spoke about the Bukharian community’s contributions to Queens’ 
cultural fabric.

¡VIVA COLOMBIA!
City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras led the celebration recogniz-
ing the 201st anniversary of Colombia’s independence at the New 
York Hall of Science in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. The near-
ly 400 people who attended the festivities were treated to per-
formances by Marlene Tovar and an art exhibit from 32BJ. Also, 
AfroColombia, Jaqueline Donado, Miguel Bonilla, Consuelo Quintero 
and Victor Javier Solano received honors. Photo by Jamal Hannibal
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WE HAVE ALL THE INGREDIENTS TO MAKE YOUR LABOR DAY A CULINARY SUCCESS.
Choose your favorites from our wide variety of German classics including wursts, 

meats, cheese, salads, dumplings & sauces.

Stammtisch caters to all your needs. Their shelves are stocked with fresh breads, 
pretzel rolls, spaetzle, dairy and canned goods, chocolates and personal items.

The staff is friendly and helpful so don’t hesitate to ask them any questions you may have.

Your Labor Day Cookout Headquarters

69-40 Myrtle Ave. Glendale, NY 11385 (next door to Zum Stammtisch Restaurant)

Summers behind 
us Autumn joys 
are just ahead. 

SCAN 
HERE

The New Butcher On The Block!

Full Line 
of Butcher Meats, 

Sausage and 
party salads 

for your 
barbecue.
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TURNER-WEPRIN DEBATE SPONSORED BY QUEENS CIVIC CONGRESS AT TEMPLE YOUNG ISRAEL AT KEW GARDEN HILLS
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The demonstration site

Vote for Weprin

Candidates Mark Weprin and Bob Turner 
shake hands prior to the debate

Doesn’t look like Turner is buying it 

Weprin supportors

The debate sponsor

Pat Dolan, still undecided

Weprin’s summation

Turner supportors

Richard Hellenbrecht and Pat Dolan of 
the Queens Civic Congress

Turner’s wife (3rd from left) and Weprin’s 
wife (2nd from right) 

Turner’s summation

Vote for Turner

The panelists (l-r): Brian Cafferty of the 
Queens Tribune, Joe Anuta of the TimesLedger 
Newspapers and Alison Gendar of the NY Daily 
News

Weprin makes a point

Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld, debate host from 
Temple Young Israel, with a temple 
member discussing the debate

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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BORO BEAT

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Daniel Dromm (D-Jack-
son Heights) said he was 
shocked by a report that 
said the NYPD has sent un-
dercover officers into Mus-
lim neighborhoods in the 
city as a terrorist-preven-
tion measure, even if there 
is no evidence of criminal 
activity. 

The domestic surveil-
lance operation was re-
vealed in a report by the 
Associated Press last week.

“I really feel that that’s 
the role of the FBI and the 
CIA perhaps if, in fact, they 
have founded suspicions 
of terrorist activity,” said 
Dromm, who is chairman 
of the Council Immigration 
Committee.

The AP report said that 
under CIA veterans David 
Cohen and Larry Sanchez 
and with the approval of 
Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly, the NYPD hired im-

migrant officers to moni-
tor Muslim neighborhoods. 
The informants would 
monitor imams’ speeches 
but also locations such as 
ethnic bookstores, restau-
rants, cafés or hookah bars 
for any signs of radicalism, 
according to the AP.

Queens has large Mus-
lim communities in Jack-
son Heights, Astoria and 
the Flushing area.

The Police Department 
has also set up monitoring 
activities in other states 
such as New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania and Massachu-

setts, although the NYPD 
does not make arrests, the 
AP report said.

NYPD spokesman Paul 
Browne criticized the AP 
report in a statement and 
defended the NYPD’s work 
in combating terrorism.

“Even for an error-

ridden piece containing 
outright fabrications by 
anonymous NYPD critics, 
the article showed that the 
NYPD is doing all we rea-
sonably can to stop terror-
ists from killing even more 
New Yorkers,” Browne 
said.

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said 
he believed the report was 
planted by federal agen-
cies jealous of the NYPD’s 
success. He said the NYPD 
does not have the manpow-
er to undertake phishing 
expeditions, but monitors 
chatter and websites that 
suggest terrorist activi-
ties and works from there. 
Vallone said the Council 
Public Safety Committee, 
which he chairs,  also has 
oversight of all the NYPD’s 
activities except for those 
overseas.

“The NYPD is the most 
scrutinized police depart-
ment in the world,” Vallone 
said.

Browne said NYPD’s 
intelligence division had 
foiled many plots, includ-
ing the plan by Shahawar 
Matin Siraj of Queens and 
James Elshafay of Staten 
Island to plant explosives in 
the Herald Square subway 
station in Manhattan, the 
suspected plot by Ahmed 
Ferhani and Mohamed 
Mamdouh of Whitestone to 
bomb synagogues in Man-
hattan and the intent of 
Shane Price of the Bronx to 
bomb the Citicorp Building 
in Long Island City.

He added that the 
NYPD sometimes needed 
to conduct surveillance 
outside the city because the 
1993 attack on the World 
Trade Center began in New 
Jersey and former Flushing 
resident Najibullah Zazi’s 
plot to attack the city’s sub-
ways began in Denver.

Dromm said he did not 
think sending officers out 
of the city was appropriate, 

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The federal govern-
ment has made available 
$295 million to improve a 
Queens railroad bottleneck 
in Sunnyside and provide 
a major step in opening 
the way for high-speed rail 
from New York to Boston.

U.S. Rep. Carolyn Ma-
loney (D-Astoria) said the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation money would 
also create 9,213 jobs and 
provide a $585.9 million 
boost in economic activity.

The funding is part of 
$2 billion in high-speed rail 
grants announced by the 
federal government in May. 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority applied for 
the money after the gover-

nor of Florida rejected it for 
his state.

“I’m delighted that 
$295 million in federal 
high-speed rail funding is 
making an on-time arrival 
to the MTA,” Maloney said. 
“This project will relieve 
one of the worst choke 
points in our entire transit 
system, pave the way for 
high-speed rail, create 9,200 
jobs and boost the economy 
by more than a half-billion 
dollars.”

Harold Interlocking in 
Sunnyside Yard is the busi-
est passenger rail junction 
in North America, with 783 
trains moving through the 
area each day from three 
different transit systems: 
the Long Island Rail Road, 
Amtrak and New Jersey 
Transit.

Because of the way 

Harold Interlocking is cur-
rently constructed, con-
flicts among the three rail 
lines are frequent, result-

ing in constant delays and 
disruptions at Penn Station 
and on the Northeast Cor-
ridor.

The money will allow 
the MTA to construct a 
bypass that would provide 
Amtrak with conflict-free 

access to Harold Inter-
locking, reduce delays for 
trains to and from Boston 
and pave the way for high-
speed rail in the Northeast 
Corridor.

Construction on the 
project is scheduled to start 
in September 2012.

The area of the project 
is within Maloney’s con-
gressional district, which 
also includes parts of Man-
hattan.

In February, Gov. Rick 
Scott of Florida turned 
down the federal grant for a 
high-speed rail line linking 
Orlando and Tampa.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

The NYPD has come under fire after an Associated Press report saying that Police Commissioner Ray 
Kelly (c.) tapped CIA veteran David Cohen (r.) to create a counter terrorism network that supposedly 
infiltrated mosques and hookah bars throughout the city.  AP Photo/NYPD

Sunnyside rail junction to get $295M in federal dollars

New York has received $295 million to repair the Harold Interlocking in Sunnyside Yards, a 
junction that sees trains from the Long Island Rail Road, Amtrak and New Jersey Transit. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely

Continued on Page 40

Two Queens pols divided on NYPD tactics
Dromm pans purported undercover investigations into Muslim mosques, but Vallone endorses them
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and elected officials can come to-
gether in their efforts to curtail 
violence.

“I’ve got a lot of moms who 
are going through the same pro-
cess as my mom,” said Talia, the 
eldest of the McFadden’s five sib-
lings. “The foundation is helping 
me heal.”

In June, the foundation held 
a march from McFadden’s child-
hood residence to the spot where 
he was shot, then continued to 
Roy Wilkins Park, where other 
crime victims’ families — includ-
ing relatives of Kedrick Ali Mor-
row — vowed to work together.

“When someone’s loved one 
dies, we have to be there,” Mor-
row’s father, Imam Shaheed Mor-
row, said during the march.

Morrow, 17, was shot on May 
15, 2010, and his mother Shenee 
Johnson has since started Life 
Support, a group formed to help 
families of victims of violence 
grieve.

Johnson created a CD and 
music video titled “Life Support” 
that starts with sounds from an 
emergency room and was in-
spired by her son’s death.

Johnson has formed a net-
work of Queens families shat-
tered by violence, including Don-
na Hood, whose 13-year-old son 
Kevin Miller was caught in the 
crossfire of suspected gang rivals 
two blocks from Campus Magnet 
HS in 2009.

Last year the Kevin Lamont 
Miller Foundation gave out three 
scholarships, including two to 
students from Miller’s alma mat-
er - Humanities & Arts at Campus 
Magnet.

During a news conference in 
July to launch Life Support, John-
son was joined by Hood and Mc-
Fadden’s mother Sherian as they 
spoke out against gun violence.

“We’re here to say we are tak-
ing back our community. We are 
taking back our streets,” Johnson 
said.

Stepping into the void
Erica Ford’s program filled 

an ever-expanding void left by 
the closing of community centers 
in southeast Queens, according 
to Au Hogan, president of Baisley 

Park Houses. In 2009, a brand new 
community center was built at 
the houses and then subsequent-
ly closed due to mayoral budget 
cuts. Then 19 more centers were 
shuttered later that year, Hogan 
said. 

“The big organizations don’t 
want to come into public housing 
because of the crime,” he said,  
pointing out that private organi-
zations have not taken over the 
reins of centers shut down by 
the city. The community centers 
provided after-school programs, 
physical fitness programs and 
summer camps for children, and 
a place to congregate for senior 
citizens.

“The old philosophers and 

the old scientists knew that you 
had to have recreation for you to 
have quality of life and a stable 
mind,” Hogan said.

In Merritt’s case, a space 
where teens could gather for con-
structive activities was all that 
was needed to spark a change for 
him. His work with LIFE Camp 
was also very different from what 
was going on in his neighbor-
hood.

“The community around me 
was just a drug-infested commu-
nity. There wasn’t no basketball 
players around me, no lawyers, 
no doctors,” he said. “Everybody 
around me sold drugs.”

When Merritt skipped LIFE 
Camp sessions, Ford coerced him 

to return, sometimes physically. 
Once while driving around South 
Jamaica, she saw Merritt on a 
corner and dragged him into her 
car, which he said was packed 
with other youths on their way to 
an event in New Jersey.

“It made me feel important,” 
he said. “Like, wow, I can be 
somebody.”

Ford’s up-front approach was 
not limited to Merritt.

She often dispatches “emer-
gency response teams” soon af-
ter a murder to try to prevent 
violent retaliation. She urges 
rivals to stop the cyclical nature 
of violence with her “Bury da 
Beef” campaign to end escalating 
confrontations among inner city 

teenagers.
Ford preaches against the 

“no-snitch” culture in southeast 
Queens. Many residents, she said, 
fear being portrayed as traitors 
if they speak to police, but Ford 
disagrees with that characteriza-
tion.

An example of a snitch would 
be if two people commit a crime 
together and one rats out the other 
to save himself, Ford explained, 
while a concerned citizen would 
give information to police or the 
Queens district attorney to help 
catch the culprits.

“Nobody wants to talk,” she 
said. “There is no real justice in 
our community.”

Rescued from the street
For Merritt, his own history 

helps to inspire others to change, 
he said.

“Every time we do something 
I’m going back to the projects, so 
I know the life that they are liv-
ing. I know what they are going 
through. I know their struggles. I 
know how hard it is to get out of 
that environment.” he said.

Merritt credits Ford with 
saving his life – two more of his 
friends were killed in a double 
homicide at the South Jamaica 
Houses in 2009  after he had begun 
spending time with LIFE Camp.

“If it wasn’t for Erica Ford, 
nine nights out of ten I would 
have been on the same corner 
with them,” Merritt said. “And 
every time I think about that it 
scares me.”

JUMP

in
the

SHOTS
DARK

Continued from Page 5

Shenee Johnson (above c.) and her husband, Imam Shaheed Morrow (r.), film a music video for the song “Life Support” during an anti-violence rally. (Below) Ronald 
Merritt now helps with Erica Ford’s organization, LIFE Camp.  Photos by Christina Santucci
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her brother never knew Cherry 
and she could not fathom why the 
suspect would target her sibling. 
She noted that Cherry was so ar-
rogant that he bragged on what 
she believes is his Facebook page 
about eluding the police.

“The way he was going, 
he didn’t think he was getting 
caught,” she said.

While Talia and Sherian feel 
anger toward Cherry, Bishop Mc-
Fadden said he sorry for the man 
the DA says murdered his son, 
but he also wants the killer to be 
brought to justice. The father said 
his faith has grown tremendously 
since Junior’s death and that faith 
has made him pity Cherry.

“I just feel sorry for him and 
I would hope in his own life he 
can find repentance in his own 

heart to acknowledge Jesus as 
lord,” he said. “God is the one that 
forgave me and I can forgive any-
one else.”

The McFaddens have been 
working to turn their personal 
tragedy into a means of prevent-
ing other innocent people from 
losing their lives to unneces-
sary violence. Talia created the 
Tony McFadden Jr. II Foundation 
shortly after her brother’s death 
and is using it to spread the mes-
sage of non-violence throughout 
the streets of southeast Queens 
with rallies, workshops and com-
munity discussions.

Aside from helping victims’ 
families deal with the emotional 
burden of losing a loved one, Ta-
lia said she is working on a way 
for the foundation to help those 
families cope with the financial 
difficulties that result from a 
death.

Tone Macc did not have a 

life insurance policy at the time 
of his death and the family had 
to pay all of his funeral expenses 
out of their own pocket. Talia said 

the foundation will use donations 
from interested people to help 
cover the costs and the effort is 
off to a good start.

“The Color Purple” star Dan-
ny Glover has been in talks with 
the foundation to help out, accord-
ing to the family.

Their work in the commu-
nity has helped to make Tone 
Macc’s smiling face the poster 
man for non-violence, but for Pas-
tor McFadden seeing his son’s face 
on posters and in frames is like 
pouring salt on an open wound.

In fact, unlike his wife, he 
said he cannot look at old pic-
tures of Junior around the house 
and instead relies on his personal 
memories of his son.

“Photos ... remind me as if 
just yesterday he were alive,” he 
said. “It is like a wound to me to 
just keep photos of him when I 
can just keep him in my heart and 
I remember the good times with 
him. It makes the burden a little 
lighter for me to know I got him 
right here.”

JUMP

Continued from Page 5

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

When Shenee John-
son’s son fell victim to gun 
violence last year, she de-
cided to do more than just 
mourn.

Johnson founded Life 
Support, a nonprofit that 
provides a grief support 
system for families shat-
tered by violence, shortly 
after the murder of her son, 
Kedrick  Ali Morrow, who 
was killed during a May 
2010 party in Springfield 
Gardens. 

“She was really devas-
tated and I think she real-
ized she couldn’t bring her 
son back,” said Johnson’s 
uncle, Bob Poindexter. 
“You can’t bring your kid 
back, but maybe you can 
do something. She’s a very 
strong person and she’s try-
ing to do something to keep 
this from happening.”

Morrow, who was head-
ed to St. John’s University 
on a $24,000 scholarship, 
was shot and killed during 
a party in Springfield Gar-
dens one month before his 
graduation from Elmont 
HS, where he was captain 
of the basketball team.

Usually strict with 
Morrow about being out 
late at night, Johnson eased 
her restrictions since her 
son had done well in high 
school and let him go to a 
party May 14.

When Morrow did 
go out, he would call his 
mother by 10 p.m. to check 
in with her.

But Johnson did not get 
a call until 11 p.m., which 
came from a stranger on 
her son’s cell phone telling 
her he had been shot.

“He said to tell you he’s 
going to be all right,” John-
son recalled. 

But when Johnson got 
to Jamaica Hospital, her 
son had died.

“When I saw the look 
on his face, I know Kedrick 
was gone,” she said.

Johnson said many 
of the 43 murder victims 
slain in southeast Queens 
last year were just like her 
son and their killings were 
senseless.

“There are intelligent, 
good, going-to-college kids 
being murdered,” she said. 
“What message are we indi-
rectly telling our children? 
We’re losing the battle to 
gunplay and violence. We’re 
not working together. Ei-
ther you don’t think it will 
happen to your child or it’s 
not going to happen in your 
neighborhood. We’re losing 
our youth.”

Morrow’s murder has 
taken its toll on Johnson’s 
family, with her 6-year-old 
child in bereavement coun-
seling.

“I’m still kind of like in 
shock, but I channel my an-
ger and frustration to keep 

his legacy alive,” Johnson 
said. “I wanted the world to 
know who he was.”

Johnson said she has 
coped with her son’s mur-
der by thinking about the 
mothers of Biggie Smalls 
— real name Christopher 
Wallace — and Tupac 
Shakur, two rap stars who 
were killed during the East 
Coast-West Coast rap feud 
in the 1990s.

“I would picture Ms. 
Wallace talking about Big-
gie and Afani [Shakur] 
talking about Tupac,” 
Johnson said.

Johnson said her son 

was well-liked and had tal-
ent as a rapper, using his 
aunt’s and uncle’s studio in 
their south Jamaica home 
to record songs.

She instilled educa-
tion in her son at a young 
age and wanted him to be 
either a lawyer or doctor.

“At 4 years old he told 
me, ‘Well, I can take Bill 
Clinton’s job,’” Johnson re-
called her son saying.

“Our deal was educa-
tion first,” she said. “Edu-
cation was first and then 
music was second. He was 
talented in so many other 
things. He had great poten-

tial to be a rapper.”
As part of Life Sup-

port, Johnson recorded 
her first song , also titled 
“Life Support,” to detail the 
heartbreak of losing a child 
to gun violence. The song 
begins with sounds from 
an emergency room.

A music video about 
the song was also made.

Johnson’s aunt and 
uncle are also active in the 
nonprofit.

“Sometimes you feel 
hopeless and despair, so we 
want to replace that,” Poin-
dexter said.

Mother uses music to keep memory of her son alive

Pins with Kedrick Ali Morrow’s photo are on display during the launch of Shenee Johnson’s organization, Life Support. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Sherian McFadden, whose son Tony was shot and killed in October, likes to have 
photos around to remind her of him. Photo by Christina Santucci
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Turner’s campaign 
went on the attack against 
Weprin as being in “hid-
ing” and said it offered to 
drive the assemblyman to 
the forum if he could not 
make it himself.

Turner said one of his 
volunteers drove between 
Weprin’s campaign office 
at 72-50 Austin Street and 
the Bel Mondo Restaurant 
at 79-28 Metropolitan Ave., 
where the debate was to 
take place, and discovered 

that the roads were clear 
enough for Weprin to make 
it to the forum.

Turner, who lives in 
Breezy Point, was evacu-
ated from his home before 
Irene arrived.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

saying the NYPD’s activi-
ties could make the Mus-
lim community mistrust 
the police and unwilling to 
work with them in crime 
investigations.

He pointed out that 
some say “Well, you know 
we haven’t had a terror-
ist attack or we prevented 
them,” but Dromm said, 
“Well, yes, and that is true, 
but what cost to civil liber-
ties?”

Vallone said the 
NYPD’s work in preventing 
terrorism would sometimes 

lead them into Muslim com-
munities and denied that 
the NYPD was participat-
ing in racial profiling.

“They’re wrong,” Val-
lone said to any critics who 
would call it racial profil-
ing. “I don’t have time to ar-
gue that. They’re just plain 
wrong.”

and visit my family.”
Jocelyn Desjardins 

had sat impatiently in 
JFK’s Terminal 2 since 7 
a.m. Monday for his 1 p.m. 
flight to Haiti.

“When I bought the 
ticket, it was 9:50 [a.m.],” 
he said. “When I got here, it 
was 1 o’clock.”

“I’m starving right 
now,” he said, griping that 
Delta employees did not 
offer him food, although 
there was a food court on 
the lower level of the termi-
nal.

Many travelers who 
were waiting to board 
flights at LaGuardia Air-
port had been stranded in 
New York for days.

Shereen Botros and 
her family were on vaca-
tion from Calgary, Can-
ada, and spent the week 
in New York. They were 
supposed to fly out Satur-
day at 4 p.m., and although 
they heard reports of the 
impending hurricane as 
early as Tuesday, they did 
not think it would be seri-
ous.

“We didn’t know how 

severe it would be,” she 
said. “We checked on our 
flight Saturday and it was 
scheduled and then it hap-
pened all of a sudden,” she 
said.

On Monday afternoon, 
Botros was still unsure if 
she would get a flight out 
in the afternoon. She was 
sitting in a ticketing area 
with her two daughters 
and husband, trying to get 
work done on her Black-
berry smart phone. The 
subject line of her e-mail 
read: “Stuck in NYC.”

Botros and her family 
were staying at the Plaza 
Hotel in Manhattan, and 
with rooms going for $600 
a night, Botros said the 
delay had cost her family a 
substantial chunk of cash.

“What’s really frus-
trating is they made a big 
deal out of” the hurricane, 
she said of the city. 

Botros wondered why 
the airport had to be closed 
if the storm was not set to 
arrive until Saturday eve-
ning or Sunday morning.

She said the storm was 
nothing compared to the 
wild Calgary weather her 
family has been through.

Daniel Cherniack and 
Abby Rothschild had their 
vacation to Jackson Hole 
cut to only four days. They 
were supposed to fly out of 
LaGuardia Saturday at 8 
a.m. Cherniack also said 
the city should not have 
closed the airport so early.

“I think they overre-
acted,” he said, since the 
city could have allowed 
Saturday morning flights 
to leave and shut down ser-
vice later.

But three women from 
the Teamsters Union said 
their organization footed 
the bill for their extra 
night in town.

“We found out about 
the hurricane as soon as 
we got here, but we were 
thinking it wasn’t going to 
be a big deal,” said Brenda 
Wiest.

But for other travel-
ers, their flights were run-
ning right on time.

Melissa Emmendorfer 
had no problems with her 
flight to Houston, which 
was scheduled to depart at 
3 p.m. Monday.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

langon said, clutching the 
young boy. “It’s nice to get 
out of the office and every-
body’s always in a good 
mood here.”

Hardcore tennis devo-
tee Waldo Nunez, 25, of 
Jamaica, agreed that the 
Open has a certain energy, 
but he was there for the 
matches.

A die-hard Rafael Na-

dal fan, he was surely glad 
to hear Federer prevailed 
6-4, 6-3, 6-2 against Santiago 
Giraldo of Colombia.

“I want Federer to win 
today and go on to take out 
[No. 1-seeded Novak] Djok-
ovic. That’s my plan,” he 
said while relaxing with 
friends on the tennis center 
grounds before the night 
matches began. “Every 
year I come here. I’m very 

excited.”
Visit usopen.org or a 

full schedule, to watch live 
streaming feeds of all the 
big matches through the 
Finals  Sept. 11, or other in-
formation about the annual 
tournament.

Reach reporter Connor 
Adams Sheets by e-mail at 
csheets@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4538.

a partner with the QEDC 
since its inception.

“The library has tre-
mendous resources to help 
businesses grow and suc-
ceed and we take that role 
very seriously,” King said.

She said the library 
will offer programs in sub-

jects such as how to succeed 
in business, marketing, fi-
nancial planning, creating 
a business plan and apply-
ing for a loan. King added 
the library always has 
resources for businesses, 
even when the competition 
is not running.

“People tend to think 
it’s more for the individual 

than for the institution and 
that’s not necessarily true,” 
King said.

For more information, 
visit queensny.org.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

ROP

Continued from Page 9

Continued from Page 26

Continued from Page 37

Continued from Page 20

Continued from Page 22

Airports

Weprin debate

Mosques

US Open

Small business

FAMILY FISHING
Angelo Prato, 4, (l.) tries to help hold a fish with his father Anthony Sr. (c.) and Anthony Jr. 
Saturday. The Prato family of Maspeth declared themselves the winners of this year’s snap-
per derby at the Bayside Marina after the marina canceled the tournament and prepared to 
shutter in anticipation of Tropical Storm Irene. Photo by Christina Santucci

Volunteer ambulance service seeks new members

The Glen Oaks Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps is looking 
for members of the Glen Oaks; 
Floral Park; Bellerose; Oak-
land Gardens; New Hyde Park, 
L.I.; and North Shore Towers 
communities to join its volun-
teer team.

It will provide the nec-

essary training and par-
ticipants will have access 
to opportunities for further 
training and participation.

If you are over 14 and 
want to help your community, 
please call 718-347-1637 or visit 
the corps headquarters at 
257-02 Union Tnpk. in Floral 

Park, across from the Glen 
Oaks Shopping Center.

Members are available 
after 7 p.m. Sunday to Fri-
day and 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. on 
Saturday for inquiries and 
to provide membership ap-
plications.
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

For years, Gerry 
Weitzen was urged to move 
his John Adams football 
team into the PSAL City 
Championship division. 
PSAL officials, his assis-
tant coaches and even his 
players lobbied for him to 
accept the promotion.

Weitzen liked the Bowl 
division; his Spartans were 
in the running for a title 
each fall, winning it all in 
2008. But at the end of each 
season, he grew frustrated 
when his players were over-
looked.

“[Bowl and Cup divi-
sion players], no matter 
how good you are, you can’t 
make all-star teams,” the 
longtime coach said. “The 
other coaches don’t vote for 
you.”

By last spring, he ac-
cepted a move into the 
league’s upper echelon, 
joining citywide powers 
such as Tottenville, Curtis 
and Fort Hamilton. The 
move was celebrated by his 
entire team and coaching 
staff.

“We have some of the 
best talent in the city,” wide 
receiver/safety Shane Hub-
bard boasted. “So why not? 
We can do it.”

Weitzen is confident 
his team can compete, but 
he isn’t predicting any titles 
— as he did at this time last 
year in the Bowl division. 
He feels Adams has talent 
— Weitzen said he has up 
to four players who could 
play for anyone in the city 
— but depth is where it may 
fall short. Weitzen typically 
predicts his team’s record, 
but he declined when asked 
this time.

“Let’s just say I’m hop-

ing for an even record,” he 
said. “Everybody wants to 
move up and be big-time, 
so we’ll see what happens. 
Maybe I’ll be pleasantly 
surprised.”

Adams went just 5-5 
last year, but four of those 
losses were forfeits when it 
was ruled it used an ineligi-
ble player. Junior Antoine 
Arnold played at Bayside 
as a sophomore and trans-
ferred to Adams to shorten 
his commute from Far 
Rockaway. Weitzen said he 
was unaware Arnold trans-
ferred in from Bayside, his 

status was overlooked at 
the beginning of the sea-
son and the PSAL didn’t 
say anything until Arnold 
played in four games.

We i t z e n 
was pleased 
how his team 
responded: By winning its 
final two games, includ-
ing a 28-12 rout of Bowl 
runner-up Beach Channel. 
Now Arnold is back as the 
Spartans’ feature back and 
poised for a breakout year.

“He’s very motivated; 
he’s gonna be my premier 
running back,” the 18th-
year coach said. “The best 
thing [about last year] is 
the guy’s never said a nega-

Stock rises for CK’s Joyner
Top tight end trains hard, tempts top Eastern football programs

John Adams ready 
for a strong year

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Chris Higgins was 
faced with a dilemma last 
season. The Christ the King 
football coach had the luxu-
ry of having two top flight 
tight ends in then-senior 
Chris Hartney and junior 
Kalief Joyner.

“When you have a stud 
in front of a stud, what do 
you do?” Higgins said. “You 
go with the older guy.”

Hartney developed 
into one of quarterback 
Terrel Hunt’s favorite tar-
gets in the red zone and 
with two-point conversion 
opportunities. Joyner had 
a few strong performances 
late, but didn’t play as much 
as he would’ve liked.

“It motivated me to do 
more running, more lift-
ing,” the imposing 6-foot-4, 
240 pound senior said. “It 
motivated me to be a start-
er and a better player.”

He went to a personal 
trainer three days a week 
and worked out on his own 
the other three. Joyner 
then attended every college 
camp he could.

He went to Syracuse, 
UConn, Tem-
ple, Maryland, 
Rutgers and 

Lafayette, among others. 
Joyner’s recruiting stock 
shot up immediately and 
he now has interest from 
UConn, Rutgers, Syracuse, 
Purdue, Maryland, Boston 
College and Penn State, 
making him one of the top 
recruits in New York City.

Schools are waiting to 
see his game film from this 
season before offering, but 
he has already taken an 
unofficial visit to Boston 

College and plans on doing 
the same at Maryland in 
September.

“I felt like I could keep 
up with these kids and 
I’m just as good as them,” 
Joyner said. “I can be a 
(Divison I) college football 
player.”

The starting job he 
so coveted is now his with 
the Royals this season. He 

will be a major cog in CK’s 
offense and a reliable tar-
get for junior quarterback 
Matt Gluick.

Higgins said he saw 
improvement in all aspects 
of his game. After also play-
ing basketball his first two 
years at the school, the 
coach believes he is finally 
able to apply himself the ex-
tra mile to football. Joyner 

feels his biggest improve-
ment came in his ability to 
make a play after a catch.

“I’m usually a straight 
runner, but now I have an 
arsenal of moves instead of 
just running straight on,” 
Joyner said.

He will also be given a 
bevy of responsibility with 
the Royals this season. 

Christ the King senior tight end Kalief Joyner saw his recruiting stock rise this summer. 
Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Continued on Page 44Continued on Page 44

The team is 
now in the 
PSAL City 

Championship 
Division.
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42 St. Francis Prep poised for stellar soccer year
BY MARC RAIMONDI

The first stop on the hype train was 
Fresh Meadows last season.

The St. Francis Prep boys’ soccer team 
was the CHSAA Class AA city title favorite 
in the preseason through the end of the 
regular season. The Terriers were ranked 
as high as No. 7 nationally.

All of that went to his players’ heads, 
Coach Franco Purificato said, and SFP 
ended up falling in the semifinals to Iona 
Prep.

“I think it did, especially when we 
were ranked seventh in the country,” se-
nior midfielder Chris Joseph said. “When 
we saw that, we were flying high.”

There aren’t those wild expectations 
this year and, perhaps more importantly, 
this group isn’t going to be as susceptible to 
getting cocky. Purificato describes his Ter-
riers as “business-like” and “disciplined” 
this year. Last season, it was a “loose,” 
albeit talented, group of seniors who went 
through the motions too often.

“I keep saying, ‘new team, new atti-
tude,’” Purificato said. “With all the hype 
and with all the buildup, it kind of hurt a 

little bit. They were ranked and this and 
that, a lot of that stuff was in their heads. 
These guys, I haven’t heard a word. It’s just 
business. They want something.”

Of course, it won’t hurt having two 
New York Post All-City first team players 
returning in sweeper Christian Molano 
and Joseph, who plays outside right in the 
midfield. Those two seniors also double as 
the team’s captains and they seem to have 
things well at hand with the younger play-
ers.

“Me and Chris are taking control and 
all these kids are listening,” Molano said. 
“They’re working hard.”

The strength of St. Francis Prep starts 
with him in the back. Purificato said he 
thinks the current backline could be even 
better than last year’s version, which al-
lowed just seven regular-season goals. Mo-
lano, of course, is a massive part of that.

“He keeps it nice and calm back there,” 
Purificato said. “I really don’t have to wor-

ry about it too much with him back there.”
The coach has liked what he has seen 

from Anthony Scarolo, who will fill Danny 
Finn’s spot on defense. In the midfield, 
there are a myriad of players who could 
see time, led by Eric Mirkov and Enrique 
Hidalgo. The Terriers will also be pretty 
potent up front with strikers Kenny Redze-
matovic and Jason Gonzalez returning.

“We should be good for the next couple 
years,” Purificato said. “Even though we 
lost a lot of guys last year, we have a lot 
coming back.”

The CHSAA ‘AA’ seems to be a wide 
open race with teams like Iona Prep, Arch-
bishop Molloy, Fordham Prep and Christ 
the King all returning key players. St. 
Francis figures to be right in the middle of 
that group — just not far out in front like it 
was last season.

“I think last year we had too much 
hype,” Joseph said. “This year, no hype.”

Just all business, so far.
“They know what they want,” Purifi-

cato said. “They have their goals set. Let’s 
go do it.”

BY MARC RAIMONDI

The preseason for the Arch-
bishop Molloy boys’ soccer team 
can be summed up thus far in two 
words: no crate.

The crate, an aluminum shed 
tucked into the trees near the 
fields at Alley Pond Park, is part 
of Stanners soccer lore. When 
a player is acting up or making 
mistakes, Coach Andy Kostel and 
his staff bring him into the crate 
for a long talk. The longtime head 
man said former players joked 
that it was second only to water-
boarding.

“That crate over there was 
used in certain cases for a couple 
of my stars, where I bring them in 
there and we have discussions af-
ter we shut the door,” Kostel said 
with a laugh. “Those players, not 
to be named right now, were mak-
ing wrong decisions at certain 
points. Selfish decisions. That 
isn’t happening here.”

No, the crate has not been 
put to use up to this point in the 
preseason. Molloy has a disci-
plined, veteran group with no 
real superstars, but a collection 
of hard-working, blue-collar play-
ers. And Kostel is as pleased as 

he has been in awhile — not bad 
for a coach who has guided the 
Stanners to two of the last three 
CHSAA city titles.

“We have a lot of very good 
players, maybe without the super-
star status, which is fine for me, 
because that has its downsides, 
too,” Kostel said. “I think it’s go-
ing to be a very enjoyable team to 
coach.”

Molloy’s leadership will 
come from a pair of senior defend-
ers in Jack Moravek and Ryan 
Winters, but Kostel doesn’t nec-
essarily think the backline will 
be an accentuated strength. In 
early intra-squad scrimmages, 
he’s seen even play between the 
offense and the defense.

That could be because there 
is a myriad of difference-makers 
on the roster, one of the deepest 
Kostel says he has had in recent 
memory. Joining Moravek and 
Winters in the back will be An-
gelo Luongo. The forwards and 
midfielders will be an assortment 
of Zach Zayas, Nick Matusewicz, 
Giuseppe Barone, Eric Jara and 
Gabe Maurello. Sammy Carter 
and Denes Kostel, the coach’s son, 
are also in the mix. Kostel just 
isn’t sure who will be where yet.

“We have a lot of people who 
do their parts and a lot of role 
players,” Winters said. “If every-
one does their part, they should 

be successful.”
There’s also a three-way 

competition in goal between 
Ryan Vesey, Nick Dorcean and 

Terrence Grogan. Essentially 
there is a battle at almost every 
position, a point that Kostel has 
hammered home to his players: 
one screw up could land someone 
else your job.

“Everything is motivation 
this year,” Moravek said.

Expectations are high for 
Molloy, typical for a storied pro-
gram that has won the most 
CHSAA city titles (13) and is pe-
rennially among the best teams 
in the league. The Stanners fell 
in last year’s semifinals to rival 
Fordham Prep in penalty kicks.

“We always go into a season 
trying to win [a title],” Kostel 
said. “It has to be that way, other-
wise you’re wasting your time. It 
doesn’t always mean you’re going 
to be that successful, but you have 
to have the willingness to fight 
until the end.”

If the preseason is any indi-
cation, this group seems to have 
that demeanor. After all, the crate 
has gone unoccupied so far.

“I can’t promise no crate, 
because crates are used for many 
different reasons,” Kostel said 
with a laugh. “But hopefully not 
right now. We’ll be trying to avoid 
the crate.”

St. Francis Prep’s Chris Joseph (r.) will be a 
key cog in the midfield again for the Terriers. 

Photo by Brit Worgan

‘The crate’ kicks Molloy boys soccer team into gear

Molloy’s Angelo Luongo will be a fixture on defense this season. 
Photo by Brit Worgan
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BY ZACH BRAZILLER

The NFL lockout upset 
fans nationwide.

But Andrew King, 
Flushing’s bulldozing run-
ning back/linebacker, 
wasn’t one of them. The la-
bor strife allowed him the 
chance to work out with 
Cincinnati Bengals line-
backer Vinny Rey, the for-
mer Bayside star.

“It really improved my 
game a lot,” the senior re-
called. “Every rep he told 
me not to rush what I do, 
make sure every rep is per-
fect and give it my all.”

The two lifted weights 
and worked on technique 
during daily sessions be-
fore Rey returned to Ohio 
once the labor dispute end-
ed. King, who has heard 
from Ivy League schools 

Harvard, Dartmouth and 
Columbia in addition to 
Stony Brook, Holy Cross 
and other College Football 
Subdivision programs, 
feels he is better prepared 
for his senior year because 
of it.

“He motivated me, 
coming from where he 
came from,” said the 6-foot, 
210-pound King, who ran 
for 516 yards and nine 
touchdowns last year. “It 
really pushed me. A lot of 
people take what they have 
for granted. I want to get to 
where he is.”

With several losses 
on both sides of the ball, 
particularly on defense, 
Flushing will need King to 
be at his best. The power-
ful King’s production may 
depend on quarterback 
Jason Gonzalez, who is 

entering his second year 
under center. Better with 
his legs than his arm last 
fall, Flushing Coach Jim 
DeSantis said Gonzalez 
has improved throwing the 
ball downfield. They will 
also look to run myriad 
short passing patterns and 
screen passes to spread out 
opposing defenses.

“Jason’s the general 
this year — last year he 
struggled at times, but now 
he has the offense down 
pat,” King said. “If he sees 
the defense is gonna stack 
the box, we’re not just 
gonna run it. He can air it 
out.”

“We’ve got to be more 
effective throwing it and 
getting it into other peoples’ 
hands,” DeSantis said. “If 
we can do that, they can’t 
just play against Andrew.”

Returner starter Bro-
mley Fairclough will be 
particularly important 
to Gonzalez in terms of a 
playmaker out wide while 
Darrell Webster will be sig-
nificant for protection. The 
two will also be key cogs on 
defense, the 6-foot-1 Fair-
clough at cornerback and 
massive 6-foot-3, 320-pound 
Webster in the trenches in 
addition to King at outside 
linebacker. DeSantis is also 
expecting a lot from two-
way lineman Andrew Tay-
lor and undersized corner-
back Jevon Gooden, who 
started as a sophomore.

“I don’t think Andrew 
can get it done by himself, I 
don’t think Bromley, I don’t 
think Jason can [either],” 
DeSantis said. “It’s collec-
tive. If there is a key, it’s 

Flushing’s Andrew King is looking to lead the Red Devils past the first round of the PSAL City Championship playoffs this fall. 
Photo by Brit Worgan

Matt Gluick (l.-r.), James Coleman, Coach Chris Higgins, Justin 
Reed and Kalief Joyner will try to lead CK to another winning sea-
son in the CHSFL AA-A division. Photo by Joseph Staszewski

Gluick steps up role 
at CK post-Hunt

BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Matt Gluick under-
stands he isn’t Terrel Hunt 
and he is not trying to be. 
The Christ the King junior 
enters the football season 
seemingly unfazed at the 
thought of taking over at 
quarterback and safety for 
the New York Post’s All-
City first team selection, 
who is now at Syracuse.

“It’s a big responsibil-
ity, but I think I can han-
dle myself,” the 5-foot-10, 
160-pound lefty said. “The 
last two years he has been 
talking to me and telling 
me how to get it done. I 
think I’m ready.”

His skill set is much 
different from Hunt’s — as 
is the Royals offensive per-
sonnel. CK Coach Chris 
Higgins described Gluick 
as a more traditional quar-
terback with a good arm 
and better feet. He is more 
inclined to stay in the pock-
et, but that doesn’t mean 
he doesn’t feel comfortable 
taking off.

“If they want to let me 
run, I’m going to run and 
hit somebody,” Gluick said. 
“I’m not scared. I’m not go-
ing to run away from you. 
I’m going to come right at 
you.”

Hunt rushed for 1,218 
yards and 14 touchdowns 
last year to lead Christ the 
King to a 6-4 record, five 
straight wins and a spot in 
the CHSFL Class AA quar-
terfinals. The Knights felt 

the season ended prema-
turely, but that overall suc-
cess has the Royals want-
ing to pick up where they 
left off.

“It’s solidified what 
we are trying to do here, so 
they are taking it a lot more 
seriously,” Higgins said.

Added senior lineman 
Justin Reed: “We know 
how to handle [winning] 
this year.”

Building off last sea-
son is exactly what he ex-
pects running back James 
Coleman to do. The 6-foot-
1, 210-pound junior is a 
freight train at the line of 
scrimmage with break-
away speed in the open 
field. He will see some time 
at receiver and be joined in 
the backfield by Carmine 
Durso, a quick back. A 
more run-based attack will 
work behind an offensive 
line anchored by center 
Chris Quadrino and Reed 
at right tackle.

“He is going to be one 
of the best 
running backs 
in the league,” 
Higgins said of Coleman. 
“He is figuring it out and 
he is going to be a dominant 
force.”

It’s that kind of impact 
tight end Kalief Joyner 
worked all summer to be 
able to produce. The 6-foot-
4, 240-pound senior played 
behind Chris Hartney, who 
is now at Pace, last season 
and blew up on the college 

King leads Flushing squad
Bruising back Andrew King returns with new strength, motivation

Continued on Page 44
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tive word to the kid, carried 
on like real professionals.”

Hubbard is Adams’ top 
playmaker, a speedy 6-foot 
wide receiver originally 
from North Carolina. He 
moved to South Ozone Park 
before last year and spent 
the summer attending elite 
camps at big-name Division 
I schools and now has in-
terest from Penn State and 
UConn. Hubbard, who runs 
a 4.4 40-yard dash, caught 
35 passes for 456 yards 
and four touchdowns from 
quarterback Danny Perez, 
who is also back.

“I’m sure Shane Hub-
bard is the best receiver in 

the city,” Weitzen said. “He 
runs a 4.4. He never drops 
anything.”

Joining Arnold and the 
dynamic duo is converted 
running back Devven Bak-
er, a 5-foot-11, 220-pound 
bruiser. Baker will also 
key the defense at middle 
linebacker while 6-foot-1, 
210-pound pass-rushing 
dynamo Danville Harry (56 
tackles, 13 sacks, six fum-
ble recoveries) returns at 
defensive end, Hubbard is 
a ball-hawking safety and 
Arnold will start at corner.

Weitzen isn’t sure what 
to expect. He lost 22 seniors 
and said the defense is a 
work in a progress. 

“We’ll find out if we 

really can play with these 
guys,” Weitzen said. “My 
coaches wanted to move 
up, I wanted to make them 
happy, I wanted to make the 
kids happy, but I don’t know 
if it will make the season 
happy.”

Right now, the Spar-
tans are thrilled. At the top 
of the list is Hubbard. Week 
in and week out he put up 
big numbers last fall, only 
to see players in the PSAL’s 
top division receive all the 
accolades. Now is his turn 
to show he belongs.

“I definitely feel my 
talent is up there,” he said. 
“I want to show every-
body what John Adams is 
about.”

Joyner is expected to be a 
versatile blocker, and will 
see some time out wide as 
a receiver and possibly at 
defensive end.

“The only thing I am 

not going to do is hand the 
ball off to him,” Higgins 
joked. “He is not a running 
back.”

But he is a player who 
has seen his hard work 
turn into serious interest 
from high-level programs. 

Now he is hoping to see 
that translate into wins for 
the Royals.

“It was a good feeling,” 
Joyner said. “It made me 
work even harder for this 
season.”

the young guys stepping 
up. We’re gonna be pretty 
young. We don’t have great 
numbers, right now we’re 
at 35.”

Ever since DeSantis 
restarted the program six 
years ago, roster numbers 
have never been a Flushing 
staple. Success has, though, 
the team reaching the play-

offs in its first two years in 
the City Championship di-
vision. DeSantis said in the 
offseason, he had 50 kids, 
but several fell off when the 
work got to be too much.

That hasn’t dimin-
ished the coach’s confidence 
as he thinks the playoffs 
are again a realistic goal in 
his continued quest to build 
a citywide name for Flush-
ing. King, the team’s one 

distinct star, wants more 
coming off last year’s 5-4 
season and 20-7, opening-
round loss to Curtis.

“This is the year we’re 
gonna get over that hump, 
first round and out,” King 
said. “With the team we 
have right now, we can go 
further than the first round 
and the second round.”

Continued from Page 41

Kalief Joyner

Continued from Page 41

John Adams

Continued from Page 43

Andrew King

camp circuit over the sum-
mer. He now has interest 
from UConn, Rutgers, Syr-
acuse, Maryland, Purdue, 
Penn State and Boston Col-
lege. Joyner is an excellent 
blocker. He and 6-foot-6 Jor-
dan Fuchs, also a basket-
ball star for the Royals, will 
be big targets for Gluick.

“I think we can be just 
as explosive as last year,” 

Joyner said. “We are more 
cohesive. We have to work 
together to produce.”

They will need to be 
productive early as the 
Royals will bring along a 
young defense that will fea-
ture a handful of two-way 
players. Coleman will see 
time at outside linebacker 
and defensive end with 
Reed. Gluick and Anthony 
Gatto will be a physical and 
smart combination at line-

backer.
Hunt’s era at the Mid-

dle Village school ended 
with one of the best individ-
ual season in recent years. 
This group feels it is ready 
to continue that in a wide-
open CHSFL Class AA-A 
division.

“Now that we are a 
winning team,” Gluick 
said, “we want to maintain 
the winning record.”

Continued from Page 43

Matt Gluick

N E W S P A P E R S 

The TimesLedger Newspapers 

has launched a website about 

murders in SE Queens. 

The site includes audio slide-

shows, an interactive map and 

stories about the victims.

For more information visit 

us online. 

HAVE YOU SEEN 

OUR NEW SITE?

www.timesledger.com/shotsinthedark

TM

[ Follow us on Twitter:  
twitter.com/timesledger ]
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Stay informed & stay in style, read the TimesLedger Newspapers.

N E W S P A P E R S 
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WINDSOR 
SCHOOL

WINDSOR PRIVATE SCHOOL
STUDENTS CAN ENROLL NOW
Classes begin 
Sept. 16, 2011
Grades 6 to 12
Established 1969
Coed College 
Preparatory

Accredited by Middle States Association
Registered by NY State Education Dept.

www.WindsorSchool.com

136-23 Sanford Avenue
Flushing, NY 11355

(Near Main Street)

Call for an appointment without obligation

718-359-8300
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Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 
UNIFIED

w

 

UNIFIED Window Systems, Inc.
Serving the New York Tri State Area 

for over Twenty Years
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Free 

Measuring With All

Custom Orders

We Carry All Name Brands

and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

17-18 154th St., Whitestone, NY 11357
Monday - Saturday 9:30 to 5pm

718-445-9393

Wide Variety of
Slipcovers & Reupholstery Fabrics

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE

BEAUTIFUL WINDOW TREATMENTS 
THAT MAKE A HOUSE A HOME

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Wood Blinds by Hunter Douglas
 Provenance™ Woven Wood Shades
 Everwood®
 Shaperies™
 Country Woods Exposé™

 Shutters by Hunter Douglas
 Heritance®
 Palm Beach™

 Privacy Sheers
 
 

Luminette® with Power Glide

 Literise®
 Duette® with Literise®
 Country Woods® with Literise®
 Decor® with Literise®
 Brillance® Pleated shades with LiteRise®

 Custom Draperies
 Balloon Shades, Roman shades,
 Austrian Shades, Cornices
 Custom Valances
 Custom Reupholstery
 Custom Bedspreads
 Custom Slipcovers
 Foam Rubber
 Foam Cushion Replacement
 Plastic Slipcovers

Convenient 
Complimentary 
Shop-At-Home

 Verticals by Hunter Douglas
 Somner Collection®
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Shadings by Hunter Douglas
 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings

 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Honeycomb Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertaglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Horizontal Blinds by
   Hunter Douglas
 Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Window Shades by
   Hunter Douglas
 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Visit us on our website: Karlindecorators.com

FREE

PAPER SHADES

With All Window Treatment 

Orders (if needed)

A Hunter Douglas Centurion 
Dealer

by Hunter Douglas

WE NOW CARRY

Custom Radiator 
Covers

For Your Added 
Convenience We Provide 
Dry Cleaning, Washing 
& Rehanging of your 

Draperies

FREE REMOTE

With Any Powerise Purchase

from Hunter Douglas

 Somner® Custom Vertical Blinds

Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®

Modern Precious Metals® 2” Aluminum Shades

 Provenance® Woven Woods
 EverWood®
 Country Woods® Exposé™

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

LiteRise®
LiteRise®

With Any PowerRise® Purchase 

From Hunter Douglas

Monday - Saturday 10am to 5pm

Visit us on our website: www.KarlinDecorators.HDWFG.com

Visit our Second
location at:

97-18 101 St. Ave 
Ozone Park 11416

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393
and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs

Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient 17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393
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Last week, as Irene forced evacuations and closures up and down the East Coast, building 

service workers stayed put to protect tenants and the buildings and property where they work.

Now, this Labor Day, remember those who work for all of us - cleaning, securing and 

maintaining residential buildings, corporate offices and public institutions. They work hard 

every day to keep the buildings where we live, work and do business clean, safe and secure.

GOOD JOBS, STRONG COMMUNITIES
www.StandWithBuldingWorkers.org
101 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10013 

A LABOR DAY

SALUTE
WHO KEEP YOUR

BUILDINGS
RUNNING

TO THE MEN AND WOMEN
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www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

277 NORTH FRANKLIN ST., 
HEMPSTEAD

1.866.261.0211
*Tax, MV & Dealer fees add'l. Must finance through dealer and take same day delivery. Not available with internet specials. Cosmetically as is. Photos for Illustration purposes only. Prices not valid on prior sales. Must take same day delivery. Offer expires 72 hours after publication.

MANAGER’S 
SPECIAL

CERTIFIED CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

CERTIFIED

$17,981
HEMI, 20" Whls, Auto, A/C, Full Power, Stk#U7841-36K Mi.

6 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

CERTIFIED

*

CERTIFIED

2008 JEEP

WRANGLER SPORT 4X4
$17,981
Auto, A/C, Alloys, Stk#U6722-57K mi.

10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2007 DODGE

RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SLT 4X4

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE LEASE-RETURN HEADQUARTERSTurn in here no matter where you leased and receive a COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

2007
CHRYSLER ASPEN LTD 4X4

$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seats, Alloys, U7135-46K Mi.

2010 DODGE

CHARGER SXT
$14,481

3.5L, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Stk#U7185-49K mi.
12 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

 3 3 3 3 3 Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#6911-26K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

*

2010 CHRYSLER

300 TOURING
$15,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U6913-32K mi.  
16 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

WE BUY 
CARS

ALL MAKES • ALL MODELS

2010 JEEP

LIBERTY 4X4
$17,481
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stk#U6734-25K mi.
9 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2008 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY
$12,981

Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Stow ‘N Go, Stk#U7077-47K mi.
10 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

* $13,981
HEMI, Leather, DVD, Stk#U6969-54 K mi.

4 TO CHOOSE AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

*

2005 DODGE

DURANGO SLT 4X4

CERTIFIED

$13,981
Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, P/Seat, Stk#U6903-70K mi.
23 TO CHOOSE FROM AT SIMILAR SAVINGS

2008 JEEP
GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4

OPEN MONDAY LABOR DAY
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THE CAN-DO CREW SAVES YOU MORE!THE CAN-DO CREW SAVES YOU MORE!

www.GardenCityCarDeals.com

283 NORTH FRANKLIN ST.
HEMPSTEAD 

1.877.601.1158
*Prices/pymts do not reflect Military/Farmers/Commercial Rebates. Price include all rebates/incentives assigned to dealer subject to qualification. Tax & MV Fees add'l. Must be balloon financed through dealer and be returning lessee. 

Not valid on prior sales/orders. Must take same day delivery. Offers cannot be combined. See dealer for details. Not valid on prior sales/orders. Offer expires 9/06/11.

• 10 MINUTES 
FROM WESTBURY

• 15 MINUTES 
FROM LEVITTOWN

• 15 MINUTES 
FROM BALDWIN

• 15 MINUTES 
FROM MERRICK

• 20 MINUTES 
FROM QUEENS

JEEP CHRYSLER DODGE 

LEASE-RETURN 
HEADQUARTERS

Turn in here no matter where you leased and receive a 
COMPLIMENTARY NAVIGATION SYSTEM!

See Our Viral Music Video
www.youtube.com/user/gardencityjcd facebook.com/gardencityjeepchryslerdodge

$25,999
BRAND NEW 2011 RAM

1500 SLT CREW CAB

✔ $8 Oil Changes ✔ Free NY State Inspections for Life!  
✔National Loaner Car Program  ✔ Shuttle Service  ✔ Free Towing Service  
✔Express Service Lane  And More Included With Every Vehicle Purchased.

MSRP $40,445, GCJCD Discount $5696, Rebate $3250, Sale
Price-$31,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate
$2000, Bonus $1000, Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500 

NO
PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS

NO
PAYMENTS
FOR 90 DAYS

Select vehicles 

with approval.

BIG HORN
EDITION

BIG HORN
EDITION

$14,999
MSRP $20,095, GCJDC Discount $2596, Rebate $1000, Sale Price
$16,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $500,
Conquest $1000

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

PATRIOT

*

* $15,999
MSRP $25,760, GCJCD Discount $1261, Rebate $3000, Sale
Price-$21,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate
$2000, Bonus $1000, Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

LIBERTY SPORT 4X4
* $14,999

MSRP $22,060, GCJCD Discount $2061, Rebate $1250 Sale Price-
$18,749. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $1250,
Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 CHRYSLER

200 TOURING
* $19,999

MSRP $31,990, GCJCD Discount $3491, Rebate $4000, Sale Price-
$24,499. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $2000,
Conquest $1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 CHRYSLER

TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
*

$15,999
MSRP $21,095, GCJDC Discount $1096, Rebate $1000, Sale Price
$18,999. Additional rebates you may qualify for CU Rebate $500,
Conquest $1000, Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

COMPASS
* $31,785

MSRP $39,795, GCJCD Discount $4510, Rebate $1000, Sale
Price-$34,285. Additional rebates you may qualify for Conquest
$1000 Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 JEEP

GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4
* $20,899

MSRP $25,995, GCJDC Discount $1596, Rebate $1000, Sale Price
$23,399. Additional rebates you may qualify for Returning Lessee
$1000, Trade Up $1500

BRAND NEW 2011 DODGE

CHARGER
*

$33,449
MSRP $44,645, GCJCD Discount $4955, Rebate $2000, Sale
Price-$37,690. Additional rebates you may  qualify for CU Rebate
$1250, Conquest $1000 Trade Up $2000

BRAND NEW 2011 DODGE

DURANGO
*

UP TO 31 MPG HWY.
NAVIGATION
REAR DVD

UP TO 29 MPG HWY. LEATHER • SUNROOF • NAVIGATION

70TH 
ANNIVERSARY

EDITION

Mike Villani,
Owner

CITADEL 
AWD

OPEN 
MONDAY LABOR DAY
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Purchase of Unlimited Messaging plan required. Available with select plans. International long distance calls and International roaming calls not included.   Calls to directory assistance, voicemail, pay-per-use, call routing, and forwarding numbers not included. Other restrictions
and conditions apply. See att.com/anymobile or store for details. Limited-time offer. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including mobile broadband, not avail. everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions &
restrictions (that may result in svc. termination) apply. See contract, rate plan brochure, and rebate form at stores for details. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See store or visit att.com for details and coverage map.
Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days, but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $325, depending on device (details att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery
Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t req’d chrg. Offer Details: HTC INSPIRE 4G with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $99.99. HTC
STATUS with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice & minimum $15/mo data plan required is $49.99. *For more information, please visit att.com/mobileprotectionpack, ask a sales representative, or call 1-866-MOBILITY. Smartphone Data Plan Requirement: Min. $15/mo.
DataPlus (200MB) plan required;  $15 automatically chrg’d for each additional 200MB provided if initial 200MB is exceeded. All data, including overages, must be used in the billing period in which it is provided or be forfeited. For more details on data plans, go to att.
com/dataplans. Sales Tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Screen images simulated. Facebook is a trademark of Facebook, Inc. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are
trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice
and minimum $15/mo data plan required.

with 2-year wireless svc agreement on voice
and minimum $15/mo data plan required.
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64 total pages




