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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
In a 2-1 decision, disgraced  

former state Comptroller Alan 
Hevesi was denied his first shot at 
parole last week and will remain 

in an upstate prison, where he is 
serving time for corruption, for at 
least one more year.

Hevesi, who was sentenced to 
one year to four years in prison in 
April for taking $1 million in cam-
paign contributions and travel 

expenses in exchange for pension 
business while state comptroller, 
told the parole board he was “cer-
tainly guilty.

“And there’s some refine-
ments on the edges, but the answer 
is I’m guilty. I hurt a lot of people 

... and I’m feeling bad. I have time 
in prison to think through all the 
people I’ve hurt,” the former For-
est Hills resident told the parole 
panel at Midstate Correction Fa-
cility in Marcy, N.Y, according to 

Continued on Page 18

Alan Hevesi denied early release
Parole board decides disgraced comptroller must spend extra year in prison

2,500 VLTs, two 
eateries to open 

soon at Aqueduct
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

The operator of the racino at 
Aqueduct Race Track is getting 
set to open the last remaining 
video lottery terminals and elec-
tronic gaming tables at the prop-
erty next week.

Resorts World Casino New 
York will also unveil two new 
floors at the facility, including 
the 5th Avenue Casino to comple-
ment the Times Square Casino 
that opened last month.

The final 2,514 VLTs out of 

Continued on Page 18
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Boro mobsters nabbed 
in Rouge club bust: US 
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See inside for details

FATAL SHOOTING IN HOWARD BEACH

Debris from a black Volkswagen at the corner of Huron Street and 155th Avenue covers the street following a crash with another vehicle driven by a man who 
was shot and killed. See story on Page 2. Photo by Christina Santucci
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BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Howard Beach resi-
dents were awakened by 
gunshots early Saturday 
morning after a neighbor-
hood man was found mur-
dered and slumped over his 
steering wheel after  smash-
ing his car into another ve-
hicle, police and neighbors 
said.

Police were still 
searching for suspects in 
the killing of 29-year-old 
Lahn Street resident Ronny 
Valdez.

Valdez was found 
around 4:40 a.m. Saturday 
inside his white Acura with 
multiple gunshot wounds to 
his torso, police said.

He was taken to Ja-
maica Hospital and pro-
nounced dead on arrival, 
police said.

Huron Street residents 
said they heard the gun-
shots and then the sound of 
Valdez’s engine revving as 
he lay dead in the driver’s 
seat with his foot on the gas 
pedal.

Some homeowners 
said they heard the shots 
and then a collision while 
others said they heard more 
gunshots after the Acura 
hit another vehicle.

Marie Casal’s black 
Volkswagen was totaled 
after the Acura slammed 
into it.

“At first, I thought a 
drunk driver hit my car,” 
she said Saturday after-
noon as she inspected the 
damage. “I’m not even an-
gry about it because I felt 
bad” Valdez is dead. “My 

car is totaled, the poor kid 
is gone. It’s just a shame. 
It’s unfortunate.”

Valdez lived in a base-
ment apartment on Lahn 
Street, one block away from 
where he was killed.

A man who answered 
the door at Valdez’s address 
declined to comment.

A woman who lives 
near where Valdez was 
murdered said the whole 
block woke up to the gun-
shots.

“I heard the shots. It 
was like three or four. Then 
I heard a boom,” said the 
woman, who did not want 
to give her name, “Then it 
was just mass chaos. Ev-
eryone was shocked. It was 
like 4 o’clock in the morn-
ing. All the neighbors were 
out, it was loud.”

Another resident said 
there were “a lot of bullets,” 
but no signs of what moti-
vated Valdez’s murder.

“No argument. None 

whatsoever. Just bullets,” 
the resident said.

Yet another resident 
said he “heard someone say, 
‘I want you,’ or something 
like that. Then I heard a 
crash.”

Christina Santucci 
contributed reporting to this 
article.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

BY REBECCA HENELY

Federal authorities 
said last week that 20 in-
dividuals, some of whom 
are allegedly members of 
the notorious Gambino 
and Bonnano mob fami-
lies, were arraigned in 
Manhattan federal court 
on charges of importing 
women from Russia and 
Eastern Europe to work at 
strip clubs in Queens and 
on Long Island.

The individuals ar-
rested and arraigned Nov. 
30 were allegedly involved 
in a scheme to arrange for 
women to enter the United 
States illegally, either by 
advertising for them to 
work as exotic dancers and 
then getting them fraudu-
lent visas, advertising op-
portunities for work and 
then fraudulently getting 
them summer work or 
travel visas, or by having 
them enter into fraudulent 
marriages for legal status, 
according to U.S. Attorney 
Preet Bharara of the South-
ern District in Manhattan.

After the women ar-
rived, they were then sent 
to work for strip clubs, the 
prosecutor said.

The suspected mem-
bers of the Gambino and 
Bonnano families are also 
charged with extorting pay-
ment from owners of four 
strip clubs in Queens and 
on Long Island in exchange 
for “protection” from com-
peting clubs and crime fig-
ures, prosecutors said.

The clubs included 
Gallagher’s 2000 in Sunny-
side, Perfection in Wood-
side and Rouge in Maspeth, 
according to a federal im-
migration official.

“The defendants them-
selves had one thing in com-
mon — the desire to turn 
the women they allegedly 
helped enter this country 
illegally into their personal 
profit centers,” Bharara 
said in a statement.

Joseph Conley, chair-
man of Community Board 2, 
said that while Gallagher’s 
2000 was raided, nobody 
from the club was charged 

Marie Casal’s car was totaled after the Acura carrying Ronny Valdez slammed into it. Photo by Christina Santucci

Murder rocks Howard Beach
Neighborhood man found dead in car with multiple gunshot wounds

Mob trafficked women 
to Qns strip clubs: Feds

Gallagher’s 2000 strip club in Sunnyside was raided by fed-
eral agents investigating a scheme to bring Russian women 
to the United States to work as strippers, but the community 
board chairman said nobody from the club was arrested. 

Photo by Ken Maldonado

Continued on Page 18
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With 
Bleaching

CLEANING
FREE

EXAM & X-RAY

FREE

Late Hours Available 
Open Saturdays

Dr. S. Lancea - Dentist
Michelle Lancea - Hygienist (718) 898-4120

Rego Park Q11, Q39, Q60

61-61 Woodhaven Blvd - Suite 1N 
Rego Park, NY 11374 

www.RegoParkDental.com

Most Insurances Accepted 
Medicaid Patients Welcome

Complete Family Dentistry

The First Presbyterian Church of Forest Hills 
Is happy to announce that a special Advent Concert  followed by a reception, 

will take place in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 11, 2011
Where: 

The First Presbyterian Church of  Forest Hills
70-35 112th Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375

T: 718.268.4036
When: 

Sunday,  December 11, 2011, 4-5:30pm
All are invited to a reception downstairs after the concert

Why: 
TO  CELEBRATE  ADVENT

All proceeds will support our church Organ Fund
Our Organist and Choir Director has put together a music 

program that will include the choir and feature our talented young 
musicians of the church, as well as special guest artists.

Our congregation is blessed with proficient musicians of all ages! 

Suggested Donation is $15.00/person and tickets can be purchased in 
advance from the church office and also will be available at the door. 

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME
We look forward to celebrating Advent with you!

TTThhee F
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Head of Jax Hts, Elmhurst BID canned over trashy roads
Small Biz Commissioner Robert Walsh fumes over Sharada Devi’s neglect of fi lthy 82nd Street 

BY REBECCA HENELY
 
Sharada Devi, head of 

the 82nd Street Business 
Improvement District, was 
fired by the BID’s board 
due to incompetence, and 
Small Business Commis-
sioner Robert Walsh vowed 
to hire a new executive di-
rector who would turn the 
commercial strip around 
within 100 days.

“I can assure you we’re 
going to move and move 
quite quickly,” Walsh said.

The 82nd Street BID 
encompasses the street 
between 37th and Baxter 
avenues and spans the 
neighborhoods of Jackson 
Heights and Elmhurst, two 
City Council districts and 
two community boards.

Devi held the execu-
tive director post for nearly 
a decade, Walsh said. She 
was paid $45,000 a year.

The commissioner 
went on a walkthrough 
of the area with Council-
woman Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst) recently 
and described the street as 
“something out of a horror 
movie.”

He said there was 
graffiti on numerous store-
fronts — in one case on the 
top near the roof of a build-
ing. He said some trees 
were missing and, in one 
instance, a pot filled with 
garbage had been placed 
over a cut stump. Bags of 
garbage were placed next 
to garbage cans. The BID’s 
website said the street had 
four solar compactors, but 
he only found one and it 
was placed in the shade.

Walsh also said he 
went through the 24 busi-
nesses listed in the BID’s 
directory. He found that of 
the 24 listed numbers, 19 

were either disconnected 
or inaccurate. When he 
and Ferreras went to Devi’s 
office to talk to her about 
it, Devi was not there and 
did not return their calls, 

Walsh said.
“I’m a little red-faced 

about it and a little bit em-
barrassed about it, quite 
frankly,” Walsh said.

He said he plans to hire 

a new executive director, in-
crease the size of the board, 
reassess the services the 
strip receives and set the 
BID on the path to establish 
a positive relationship with 

local law enforcement. He 
said he will work closely 
with Ferreras and Coun-
cilman Daniel Dromm (D-
Jackson Heights).

“I think what Daniel 
has done and Julissa has 
done … they have been 
extremely positive about 
making change for the bet-
ter,” Walsh said.

The commissioner, 
who ran Manhattan’s BID 
at Union Square, had some 
advice for the next execu-
tive director.

“Walk the beat like 
a cop. Know every mer-
chant,” he said. “This is 
not hard. It’s a couple of 
blocks.”

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

City Small Business Commissioner Rob Walsh, who fired 82nd Street Business Improvement District 
leader Sharada Devi, said the BID needed a new leader due to the graffiti and garbage on the street. 

Photo by Rebecca Henely
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Taimur Hussain’s wife and daughters listen as his attorney, Naresh 
Gehi, explains the Bangladeshi national’s immigration situation. 

Photo by Ivan Pereira

Queens family adrift 
after ICE detention

BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
A Queens family is 

pleading with the federal 
government to release their 
patriarch, who has been 
in jail for more than eight 
months, since they say im-
migration officials have 
not formally charged him 
with any crime.

Sabiha Hussain and 
her two daughters — Sa-
breena, 13, and Sanjana, 
9 — have been struggling 
since March after their fa-
ther, Taimur Hussain, was 
arrested by U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment, according to Naresh 
Gehi, the father’s attorney.

Gehi told a news con-
ference in Jackson Heights 
Friday that Hussain, who 
like his wife is a Bangla-
deshi national, was not in 
the country legally after 
moving to the United States 
in 1995. But he said Hussain 
was trying to work out his 
immigration problems with 
the federal government and 
had not been convicted of 
any other crime.

“This is a man who 
played by the book after re-
alizing his mistakes,” Gehi 
said.

The attorney has sent 
a letter to ICE and U.S. Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.), 
calling for Hussain’s re-
lease by citing several U.S. 
Supreme Court cases, in-
cluding Zadvydas v. Davis. 
The court ruled in that 2001 
case that people arrested 

for violating immigration 
laws could not be detained 
for more than six months 
“whether their presence 
here is lawful, unlawful, 
temporary, or permanent.”

Hussain came to the 
United States on a visitor’s 
visa 16 years ago and tried 
to claim asylum, but was 
denied, according to Gehi. 
The attorney claimed his 
client has tried to clear up 
his immigration issues 
since then, but he was never 
able to get approval for his 
stay and was ultimately ar-
rested by ICE in the spring.

Gehi said an immigra-
tion judge has not present-
ed any evidence that proves 
Hussain should be deported 
back to Bangladesh, from 
which the attorney said he 
fled for political reasons.

Calls to ICE and Gilli-
brand’s office were not 
returned as of press time 
Tuesday afternoon.

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg signed City 
Council bill Intro 656A in 
November, which would 
prevent the city Depart-
ment of Correction from 
holding undocumented im-
migrants without a prior 
criminal record, pending 
conviction or other crimi-
nal ties for a longer period 
of time for federal immigra-
tion authorities. Advocates 
argued the bill would pre-
vent families from being 
separated. The law has not 
yet gone into effect.

City to update waterfront
Koo thinks process will be long due to changing community needs

BY REBECCA HENELY

Representatives from 
the Department of City 
Planning presented a 
year-long plan to update 
the city’s Waterfront Revi-
talization Program to the 
Queens Borough Board 
Monday night, but City 
Councilman Peter Koo (R-
Flushing) thought it would 
take longer than expected. 

“I think it’s going to 
take more than a year to go 
through the process,” Koo 
said.

Michael Marella, of 
City Planning’s Open Space 
Division, said his depart-
ment was revising the pro-
gram to bring it in line with 
Vision 2020, Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and Council 
Speaker Christine Quinn’s 
(D-Manhattan) blueprint 
for the city’s shorelines.

“We do need to look at 
our waterfronts,” Borough 
President Helen Marshall 
said. “We have neglected 
them.”

Marella said since 
its inception in 1982, the 
Waterfront Revitalization 
Program has been a set of 

policies against which new 
property built along the wa-
terfront must be measured.

“This is really a regu-
latory tool,” Marella said.

City Planner Mary 
Kimball said the federal 
government dictates that 
every state must come up 
with a plan for its water-
fronts, and New York state 

delegates its  planning to lo-
cal jurisdictions.

The Waterfront Revi-
talization Plan was last up-
dated in 2002, and the goals 
for the latest revision are to 
increase public access to the 
waterfront, enliven the wa-
terfront, create a working 
waterfront, improve water 
quality, restore the natural 

waterfront, enhance’s the 
public’s experience of the 
waterways, improve gov-
ernment oversight and in-
crease the area’s resistance 
to climate change.

To do this the de-
partment is revising the 
program’s policies for 
residential, industrial and 

Mary Kimball (l.) and Michael Marrella (r.), of the Department of City Planning, present plans to revise 
the Waterfront Revitalization Program to the Borough Board. Photo by Rebecca Henely

Transit group calls Q58 boro’s slowest bus
BY PHILIP NEWMAN

The 50th Street crosstown bus in 
Manhattan has won the title of slow-
est bus in New York City with the Q58 
earning the title of the most tardy in 
Queens.

“You can push a lawn mower fast-
er crosstown than it takes the M50 to 
go from First Avenue to 12th Avenue,” 
said Gene Russianoff, attorney for the 
Straphangers Campaign.

The transit advocacy agency said 
the M50 averages no more than 3.5 
mph on its crawl across midtown.

Russianoff said research re-
vealed that a human-powered lawn 
mower could reach 4 mph compared 
to the 3.5 mph the M50 averages.

Straphangers announced that 
the Q58 was the slowest bus in Queens 
at 7.2 mph on its runs from Ridgewood 
to Flushing-Main Street.

At 31st among the 35 slowest bus-
es was the Q44 Limited from Jamaica 
Avenue to Main Street in Flushing.

The nonprofit transit group sur-

veyed the 10 slowest bus routes in 
the city, which all turned out to be in 
Manhattan, and the three slowest in 
each of the boroughs, based on data 
from New York City Transit.

 Straphangers also bestowed its 
Schleppie Award for unreliability be-
cause of gaps in service or bunching 
of buses. That designation went to the 
M101/102/103, which operate on the 
same “trunk route” in Manhattan, 
running on Third and Lexington av-
enues between the East Village and 
Washington Heights and the East Vil-
lage and Harlem.

Queens did not make the Schlep-
pie list since it had no buses found 
sufficiently bad in bus bunching or 
service gaps.

“This year’s Pokey goes to yet an-
other sad example of our underfund-
ed transit system,” said Paul Steely 

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46

A Q58 bus, which the Straphangers 
Campaign says travels about 7.2 mph 
normally, waits to be dug out during last 
year’s blizzard.
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5Flight 1225 nonstop to Santa’s workshop
Youngsters from Cohen Children’s hospital get exclusive trip from LaGuardia to North Pole

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ
 
Patients from Cohen 

Children’s Medical Center 
took off from LaGuardia 
Airport and landed at the 
North Pole Saturday, where 
they met Santa Claus and 
received gifts to brighten 
their day.

“The North Pole is re-
porting some cold weather 
and snow,” an on-board 
flight attendant said.

The plane was decorat-
ed with Christmas lights 
along the overhead bins and 
the crew told the children 
to pull down the shades 
on their windows because 
Santa did not want anyone 
to know where his secret 
workshop was located.

By shaking bells and 
chanting, “Merry Christ-
mas,” the children powered 
the plane to the North Pole.

Cohen is a part of the 
North Shore-Long Island 
Jewish Health System and 
is adjacent to LIJ Medical 

Center.
The North Pole was ac-

tually a US Airways hangar 
at LaGuardia, but the kids 
and their families received 
boarding passes, were 
checked in by volunteer-
ing US Airways employees, 
passed through airport se-
curity and took their seats 
on Flight 1225 to the North 
Pole.

In reality, it never left 
the ground but taxied its 
way to the hangar.

Caran Tobias, a 2-year-
old leukemia patient at 
Cohen, was cheering and 
screaming throughout the 
flight.

“She’s excited. She’s on 
the plane and she’s touch-
ing stuff,” said Caran’s 
father, Eric Tobias, of Hun-
tington, L.I.

“I think it’s a great ex-
perience,” he said. “It’s nice 
to bring families together. 
We’re kind of grateful for 
the whole experience. A 
time like this, it’s really 

important to all these fami-
lies.”

When the kids got off 
the plane and walked to the 
hangar , they were greeted 
to a DJ blasting Christmas 
songs and hugs from Santa 
and Mrs. Claus.

“I’m excited. It’s beau-
tiful,” said Natacha Beau-
brun, of West Hempstead, 
L.I., whose 4-year-old son 
Christopher has sickle cell 
anemia.

Christopher was too 
elated to comment, instead 

dashing toward a cotton 
candy machine.

“It’s really amazing. 
It’s a wonderful experi-
ence. US Airways did a re-
ally great job,” said Robert 
Prust, of Huntington, L.I., 
whose 3-year-old son Colin 

is battling leukemia.
“He was excited. He 

couldn’t sleep last night,” 
he said of Colin, who asked 
Santa for a violin and 
drums for Christmas.

Long Island City resi-
dent Irving Rojas has a 
2-year-old son who is fight-
ing leukemia. He said the 
fantasy flight was a wel-
comed distraction from son 
Michael’s illness.

“It takes a lot of weight 
off the shoulders of the par-
ents,” Rojas said. “It’s some-
thing different.”

Thereas Zervas, of 
Lynbrook, L.I., the mother 
of 6-year-old leukemia pa-
tient Laura, said she was 
touched by the volunteers 
who made the flight pos-
sible.

“This is an amazing 
thing that everybody does 
here,” she said. “They’re 
here with their hearts and 
you forget about every-
thing. They give [the chil-

Corona resident Kenia Guzman, 10, waits to board the plane. Guzman is being treated for leukemia. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

BY JOE ANUTA

A nearly naked Saint 
Nick climbing down the 
chimney in the middle of 
the night might sound terri-
fying, but Astoria residents 
were all smiles Saturday 
when a group of scantily 
clad Kris Kringles stripped 
for charity and streaked 
through the neighborhood.

Participants in the sec-
ond annual Santa Streak 
were baring it all for good 
reason: They gave away 
their clothes to charity.

The event is the brain-
child of Ran Craycraft, 
creator of the neighbor-
hood-centric blog whyl-
eaveastoria.com.

“It’s for people around 
the neighborhood to shed 

their clothes for a good 
cause,” Craycraft said.

All the donated items 
went to New York Cares, a 
Manhattan-based nonprof-
it that collects clothing, 
offers volunteer opportu-

nities and provides youth 
programs around the five 
boroughs. 

About 50 Santas took 
up the cause, and around 
noon were fueling up for 

Semi-naked Santas stroll 
down Ditmars for charity

Scantily clad Santas streak along the waterfront in Astoria Park as 
part of the annual event for charity. Photo by Joe Anuta

Continued on Page 46

Continued on Page 46Continued on Page 46

BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman Peter 
Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) an-
nounced Tuesday that As-
toria Park’s long-neglected 
diving pool will get a $1 
million renovation and be 
converted into a first-class 
performance space by 2013.

“I was ecstatic today to 
be able to announce this,” 
Vallone said. “It was some-
thing I wanted to see done 
for a long time.”

The councilman said 
he has lived close to the 
park, at 19th Street and 
23rd Drive in Astoria, ever 
since he was young and 
the unused diving pool 
has been an eyesore in the 
community since he was a 
child.

He said the refurbish-
ment, which will come out 
of the councilman’s capital 
money, is set to begin this 
month and will give the 

borough a sterling perfor-
mance space, which he said 
is sorely needed.

“This long unused 

Historic Astoria dive pool being 
reimagined for performances

City Councilman Peter Vallone Jr. (l.) said the long-unused diving 
pool in Astoria Park will be converted into a performance space. 
Queens Parks Commissioner Dorothy Lewandowski (second from 
r.) joined him. Photo courtesy Peter Vallone Jr.
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GIVE THE GIFT OF TRAVEL 
(or keep it for yourself)

Travel 
Services 

Representative

THE TRAVEL CENTER
95-20 63rd Road, Suite F,  Rego Park, NY 11374

$100
OFF your next Travel Center 

American Express Vacation Package*
* Must be booked by 3/31/12. Some restrictions apply.

City agencies resource in distributing library cards: Pols
BY REBECCA HENELY

City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D-
Sunnyside) announced at 
the Woodside Library last 
week that he had intro-
duced legislation designed 
to put even more library 
cards in the hands of needy 
children.

As an extension of his 
Library Card Act of 2010, 
which incorporated library 
card applications into the 
city Department of Educa-
tion’s enrollment packets, 
Van Bramer said he would 
be working to distribute 
library card applications 
to children who come 
through four city agencies: 
the Department of Youth 
and Community Develop-
ment, the Administration 
for Children’s Services, the 
Human Resources Admin-
istration and Department 
of Homeless Services.

“We know that the best 
thing for every young mind 

is a library card,” Van 
Bramer said.

The councilman made 
the announcement Nov. 
30, surrounded by many 
of those young minds in 
the children’s room of the 
library, at 54-22 Skillman 
Ave.

Van Bramer, formerly 
the external affairs direc-
tor for the Queens Library 
and now chairman of the 
Council Libraries and In-
ternational Intergroup Re-
lations Committee, said he 
was introducing the bill, 
Intro 711, since too many 
children in the city do not 
have library cards and the 
four agencies have exten-
sive outreach and interac-
tion with young people.

ACS alone interacts 
with 225,000 young people 
every year, Van Bramer 
said.

“As wonderful as it is 
to see this children’s room 
full, we want to see it burst-
ing at the seams,” he said.

Van Bramer did not 
have an estimate on how 
many additional children 
could become library cus-
tomers through this bill, 
but said the New York Pub-
lic Library — the library 
system for Manhattan, the 
Bronx and Staten Island — 

saw a 22 percent increase 
in customers after the 2010 
act was instituted.

As in the 2010 act, 
which included library 
card applications in the al-
ready-existing enrollment 
packets, Van Bramer said 
he hoped to institute this 

act at little to no cost and 
was working with agencies 
to see how best to distribute 
the applications.

“These are difficult 
times, so we want to do it 
in a way so it doesn’t cost 
money,” he said.

Van Bramer said the 

bill already has 20 co-spon-
sors and the approval of all 
of the heads of the city’s 
three library systems.

“We are very excited 
to support this bill,” said 
Linda Johnson, president 
of the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary.

Johnson joined Van 
Bramer for the announce-
ment along with Queens 
Library CEO Tom Galante 
and John Hyslop, president 
of Local 1321 of the Queens 
Library Guild. While An-
thony Marx, president of 
the New York Public Li-
brary, did not attend, he is-
sued a statement of support 
for the measure as well.

Galante praised Van 
Bramer and Council Speak-
er Christine Quinn (D-
Manhattan) for their sup-
port of the city’s libraries.

“We’re very fortunate 
to have great leadership in 
the City Council,” he said.

Brooklyn Library CEO Linda Johnson, Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer, President John Hyslop of 
Queens Library Guild Local 1321 and Queens Library CEO Thomas Galante pose with children at the 
Woodside Library at the announcement of the councilman’s legislation to provide library cards to 
needy kids. Photo by Rebecca Henely
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See why Kawai’s K3 48” upright piano won the Dealer’s Choice Award 
4 years in a row  

See why Kawai’s CA93 digital piano just won “Digital Piano of the Year”

See why Kawai’s player piano with Pianodisc’s Apple IPad is the most 
innovative player piano available today
See the incomparable Shigeru Kawai performance piano- combining 
state of the art technology with old world craftsmanship.

Learn about Kawai’s Millennium action, which Kawai has pioneered  
and developed into the best performing piano action.

With Unbelievable Low Sale Pricing and Factory Authorized Instant 
Rebates…you can now step up to the Kawai you’ve always wanted
...for less than you ever imagined!

- Prices from $1,195 to $99,995

Step up to Kawai with 
very special EVENT PRICING 
Plus... a factory representative will be on hand 
for INSTANT FACTORY APPROVED REBATES... on all Pianos

MELVILLE ............ 482 Route 110
2 miles north of LIE 1 mile north of Northern State, right side of the street ................ (631) 385-0606
CARLE PLACE .... 371 Old Country Rd.
1/4 mile east of the Meadowbrook Pkwy - Across from Best Buy - next to Holiday Inn  ....... (516) 333 -2811

Most major credit cards accepted. Delivery additional. Not responsible for typographical errors.

�
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www.frankandcamilleseast.comEstablished 1976

Local New York Milk.
Farm�Fresh and Family�Owned.
Since 1919, Elmhurst Dairy has brought generations
of New Yorkers the freshest milk in the city from
local New York farms. As NYC’s only 
dairy, our family�owned company  
has remained committed to staying
right here in the community. 

We provide jobs to local residents,
deliver nutritious milk to public schools,
and go out of our way to distribute
products to your neighborhood corner
store, something many bigger
companies simply won’t do. That
means when you buy our fresh, local milk,
your dollars go back to the people and
places you care about most.

Elmhurst Dairy � the feel�good 
choice that’s also fresh!

718�526�3442  • www.facebook.com/NYCDairy  • www.twitter.com/ElmhurstDairy

Buy local.

For more information, visit www.qcchoralsociety.org
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Saturday, December 10, 2011 

$20 and $18 ($5 for students with valid QCID)  
Call 718-793-8080 for tickets or order them online at  
www.KupferbergCenter.Org

Free On-campus Parking

 

GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL’S 
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Nomination requirements are:

A) That the student excel in academics in addition to 
participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B) A nominating letter from your school’s guidance 
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities 

and why they would be worthy of this recognition. 

C) Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent 
photo are included with the nomination.

D) Categories are:
 1) Middle School   2)High School   3) College

TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group invite your 
school to participate in our feature highlighting young people who are 

excellent students as well as role models for their younger peers.

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to: 

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd. 2nd Floor, 
Bayside NY 11361.

Do you know a Student of Distinction? 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at: 
718-260-4522

POLICE 

Blotter

MANHATTAN — A Forest Hills wom-
an was arrested last week on charges she 
took away an infant girl she was baby-sit-
ting in Manhattan.

Beatriz Rios, 46, of 64-34 102nd St. in 
Forest Hills, was charged with unlawful 
imprisonment, endangering the welfare of 
a child and failure to exercise control of a 
minor, police said.

Both Rios and 17-month-old Anna-
belle Ceria were declared missing Nov. 30 
and last seen at the girl’s Manhattan home 
around 9:30 a.m. by the girl’s parents.

Later in the day, the girl was returned 
home in good condition, police said.

After an investigation, police charged 
Rios with the crimes.

Queens woman unlawfully took baby girl: Police

Airline employee pleads guilty in assault

Pedestrian killed by auto in Forest Hills

Woman raped in Long Island City: Cops
LONG ISLAND CITY 

— The authorities were 
searching for three men 
who they say raped a 
20-year-old woman early 
Sunday morning.

The incident took 
place around 3:45 a.m. near 
Vernon Boulevard and 10th 
Street, where the victim 
was grabbed by two men 
from behind, police said.

The unidentified men 
allegedly dragged her to a 
parking lot and placed her 
between two cars, accord-
ing to investigators.

A third suspect, who 
was described as a white 
man between 25 and 30 
years old and 5-foot-10 with 
dirty blonde hair and light 
colored eyes, raped the vic-
tim as the other two men 
continued to hold her down, 
investigators said.

The three fled the 
scene and the victim was 
taken to an undisclosed 
hospital for treatment for 
her injuries, according to 
police. Sketch of man sought in 

Sunday morning rape. 
Courtesy NYPD

LAGUARDIA AIRPORT — A 34-year-
old ramp agent for Southwest Airlines at 
LaGuardia Airport pleaded guilty Tues-
day to brutally assaulting his supervisor 
in August, Queens District Attorney Rich-
ard Brown said.

Calvin Williams, 34, of Hempstead, 
L.I., admitted Tuesday to repeatedly hit-
ting his supervisor in the head and body 
with a metal bar Aug. 2 following an argu-
ment the two men had several days earlier, 
Brown said.

The supervisor was taken to a hospi-
tal after he suffered numerous and seri-
ous head lacerations that took 24 staples 
to close, the DA said. He also suffered a 

broken rib and two fractures to the spinal 
process of his vertebra, Brown said.

“If co-workers had not been present to 
pull the defendant away from his victim, 
the injuries could have been even more 
horrific,” the DA said. “Such extremely 
dangerous and outrageous behavior as 
displayed by the defendant cannot be toler-
ated and, as evidenced by the expected sen-
tence, will be severely punished.”

Queens Criminal Court Judge Doro-
thy Chin-Brandt indicated she would sen-
tence Williams to five years in prison and 
two years’ post-release supervision Jan. 4, 
2012, the DA said.

FOREST HILLS — A 68-year-old wom-
an was struck and killed by a car during 
an accident early last Thursday morning 
in Forest Hills, police said.

Maritza Atkins was struck by a gray 
Ford Crown Victoria driven by a man that 
was traveling eastbound on 108th Street 
near 62nd Drive in Forest Hills around 6:05 

a.m. Thursday, police said.
No criminality was suspected, police 

said.
Cops found the woman unconscious 

and unresponsive. An ambulance took her 
to North Shore University Hospital, where 
she was pronounced dead on arrival, police 
said.

* Actual savings may vary based upon efficiency measures selected, 
age of home, appliances, equipment and other factors. 
A participating contractor can help evaluate potential savings.

** Financing, energy audits, and workforce development 
opportunities made available through the Green 
Jobs-Green NY Act of 2009.

Join the thousands of homeowners who have saved 
up to $700 on their annual home energy costs*

NYSERDA’S HOME PERFORMANCE WITH ENERGY STAR® PROGRAM IS ONE 
OF THE NATION’S LEADERS IN MAKING HOMES MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT.

Most New Yorkers qualify for a free or reduced-cost comprehensive home assessment, 
also referred to as an energy audit, and low-interest loans.** Additionally, participants may 
be eligible for cash-back incentives. All our Home Performance contractors are accredited 
by the Building Performance Institute.

For complete information, go 
to nyserda.ny.gov/residential
or call 1-877-NY-SMART.
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BY IVAN PEREIRA
 
The city public ad-

vocate is joining several 
Queens elected officials in 
another call to the federal 
government to stop its as-
sociation with a private 
group that has been run-
ning a controversial  immi-
gration detention center in 
southeast Queens.

Bill de Blasio, along 
with City Councilman 
Danny Dromm (D-Jackson 
Heights) and U.S. Reps. 
Gregory Meeks (D-Jamai-
ca) and Joe Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), sent a 
letter to U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder last Thurs-
day that criticized the U.S. 
Department of Justice for 
refusing to investigate the 
GEO Group, which runs 
7,000 of 32,000 detention 
beds in the United States, 
including one in Spring-
field Gardens.

The company has been 
accused of treating its pris-
oners with several unjust 
practices, including long 
periods of solitary confine-
ment.

“This is not compli-
cated: Government should 
not do business with com-
panies that violate basic 
human rights,” de Blasio 
said in a statement.

The GEO-run deten-
tion center, at 182-22 150th 
Ave., holds suspects ac-

cused of violating immigra-
tion policies, and for years 
nearby residents have 
protested and complained 
about its existence near 
their homes.

De Blasio noted that 
in 2004, 175 detainees at the 
Queens facility went on a 
hunger strike to protest 
their conditions and in 2009 
two of the facility’s guards 
were convicted of covering 
up the beating of an inmate. 
The public advocate called 
on Holder to investigate the 
government’s contract with 
GEO in October, but he has 
not received any response.

Justice declined to 
comment about the letter 
to the attorney general and 
the GEO Group did not re-
turn requests for comment 
as of press time Tuesday.

While he waits on the 
federal government for a 
response and possible ac-
tion, Dromm, who chairs 

the Council’s Immigration 
Committee, said he and his 
fellow City Hall colleagues 
will investigate GEO them-
selves.

The committee will 
hold a hearing on the issue 
Dec. 13 and he wants to get 
more support against the 
controversial contract be-
tween the feds and GEO.

“We must be fully com-
mitted to upholding and 
protecting basic human 
rights. I will continue to 
work with my colleagues 
in government to address 
any potential human rights 
violations that occur, es-
pecially in the City of New 
York,” the councilman said 
in a statement.

Reach reporter Ivan 
Pereira by e-mail at iper-
eira@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4546.

Public Advocate Bill de Blasio (back c.) and other elected officials protest the government’s contract with the GEO group. 
Photo courtesy of Bill de Blasio’s office

The United States Postal Service is proposing to close down the 
College Point sorting facility as part of a national consolidation 
effort.

  Boro’s only mail hub 
on chopping block

BY JOE ANUTA
 
A group of postal work-

ers and two politicians 
voiced their opposition Fri-
day night to the U.S. Postal 
Service’s proposed closure 
of a College Point facility 
that could leave hundreds 
of jobs in limbo.

Stephen Larkin, vice 
president of the Flushing 
chapter of the United Post-
al Workers Union, said that 
USPS has not made clear 
what will happen to the 
workers at the plant who 
number about 1,000.

“We have clerks, mail 
handlers, maintenance and 
motor vehicle operators 
that will be affected and 
they won’t give us any in-
formation about what they 
plan to do,” he said.

A spokeswoman for 
the USPS said that about 
700 workers will be relocat-
ed to other jobs.

The proposed closure 
of the facility — one of near-
ly 300 that USPS would like 
to shutter across the nation 
at the expense of 35,000 
jobs — would save the 
struggling system nearly 
$31 million, according the 
spokeswoman said.

Larkin said that there 
is a layoff clause in their 
contract, but that he sus-
pects the USPS will try to 
circumvent it anyway.

The spokeswoman said 
“changes are being sought 
after” with regard to the 
contracts, though USPS 
would work to find every-
body a landing spot. 

If the plant is eventu-
ally consolidated or closed, 
the work would instead 

be done in Brooklyn or in 
Manhattan.

The switch would not 
cause any delay in service, 
the spokeswoman said, but 
USPS is changing the defi-
nition of first-class mail on 
a national level.

Instead of some mail 
arriving in one day, it will 
soon take two to three days 
if the cost-cutting proposal 
goes through in March and 
is approved by Congress.

A USPS spokeswoman 
said that while the mail 
will be slower because of 
the policy change, it will 
not be due to the consola-
tion of facilities all over the 
country.

But City Councilman 
Dan Halloran (R-Whites-
tone) cited traffic between 
the two boroughs as reason 
to question USPS’s state-
ment.

He also took issue as 
to why the Queens facility 
was slated for closure in 
the first place.

“They wouldn’t tell us 
how they reached the con-
clusion to close this the fa-
cility instead of Brooklyn,” 
he said.

But the USPS’s budget 
woes have another source 
as well, according to state 
Sen. Tony Avella (D-Bay-
side) who also spoke at the 
hearing.

In 2006 the U.S. Con-
gress passed legislation 
requiring the USPS to pay 
pension costs for an em-
ployee upfront — a process 
that Avella called “absurd,” 
and U.S. Rep. Gary Acker-
man (D-Bayside) sought to 
overturn by co-signing leg-

Pols blast detention center  
Public advocate joins fray, calling on U.S. atty to investigate

Councilman 
Danny Dromm 
says the City 
Council will 

investigate the 
GEO group.

Continued on Page 46
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Dolan fought for welfare of Queens

T
he sudden and tragic 
death of Queens Civic 
Congress President 
Patricia Dolan has 

left the civic community 
shocked and grief-stricken.

She was struck and 
killed by a vehicle on her 
way to a community board 
committee meeting on the 
evening of Nov. 15.

Pat was a person who 
dedicated herself to improv-

ing the quality of life for all 
New Yorkers. She was not 
only concerned with local 
issues in her community, 
but with countywide and 
city-wide issues such as 
education, transportation, 
the environment, libraries 
and zoning.

As part of her job as 
president of the QCC, an or-
ganization made up of more 
than 100 civic and commu-

nity groups, Pat frequently 
testified at city agency 
hearings, wrote letters to 
city officials and newspa-
pers regarding concerns of 
her organization and host-
ed many important QCC 
events. She lobbied elected 
leaders for changes that 
would be positive for the 
stability of our neighbor-
hoods.

Pat was intelligent, 

knowledgeable, tenacious, 
fearless and a role model 
for many of us in terms of 
community activism. She 
was also a friend and I will 
miss her. My condolences 
to her family and all of her 
friends.

Henry Euler
Bayside

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
CUP IS HALF-FULL
A report recently released by the Center for an Ur-

ban Future claims that city community colleges “are 
not yet delivering on all their potential.” And it reached 
this conclusion because, like other community colleges 
in the city, LaGuardia and Queensborough have only a 
28 percent graduation rate.

The study claims that “in New York City, 28 per-
cent of community college students graduate with an 
associate or bachelor’s degree within six years of en-
rolling.” The study notes that enrollment at the CUNY 
colleges has grown rapidly in recent years due to the 
realization that an associate degree is a basic require-
ment for a decent paying job.

Is that true? Ask the thousands of graduates with 
bachelor’s and associate degrees how hard it is to find 
a job.

Why the low graduation rates? “To begin with,” 
says the report, “community colleges are open-access 
institutions and they accept whoever applies. A sig-
nificant number of students already face steep hurdles 
when they enter. Four out of five must take at least one 
remedial class. Three in 10 are working more than 20 
hours a week to earn a living.”

The report overlooks the important role commu-
nity colleges play in Queens. These colleges serve as 
points of entry for thousands of students who otherwise 
might not experience a college education.

The fact that these colleges are open-access, mean-
ing almost any student can get in, puts these colleges in 
a unique position to serve the community. In addition, 
these colleges often offer seminars and workshops not 
geared to degrees but that nevertheless have value.

According to Forbes magazine, community col-
leges play a major role in the economy. The magazine 
claims that “59% of new nurses and the majority of oth-
er new health care workers are educated at community 
colleges, while 80% of firefighters, law enforcement of-
ficers and emergency medical technicians are creden-
tialed there.”

While we would like to see the graduation rates 
increase, it is important to recognize the real contribu-
tion that LaGuardia and Queensborough community 
colleges continue to make to Queens.
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LIC, Jamaica can handle train growth: Transit group

W
e read with inter-
est your Nov. 24-
30 article “Hevesi 
wants barriers 

for Fresh Pond trains” and 
believe it is important to 
clarify some of the inaccu-
racies in the article.

The New York Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Council is the metropolitan 
planning organization for 
New York City, Long Island 
and the lower Hudson Val-
ley. Comprised of members 
that include the state and 

city Departments of Trans-
portation, Department of 
City Planning, the Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority and Suffolk, Nassau, 
Westchester, Rockland and 
Putnam counties, NYMTC 
is the conduit for federal 
transportation dollars that 
come to the region.

Decisions about the 
use of those dollars are 
made by the member agen-
cies. NYMTC is neither 
an operating agency nor a 
regulating authority, and 

as such cannot compel op-
erators to do things like 
buy more technologically 
advanced locomotives that 
emit quieter noises.

To further clarify, the 
desired growth areas that 
are noted in the article are 
not designed to bring addi-
tional rail freight into the 
region, but were selected 
by our member agencies 
as areas that can support 
additional development 
when coupled with strate-
gic transportation invest-

ments. In Queens, Jamaica 
and Long Island City were 
identified as the two de-
sired growth areas men-
tioned in the article.

We encourage New 
Yorkers to join us as we 
undertake the next update 
of our long-term Regional 
Transportation Plan, with 
a 25-year horizon and in-
cluding the freight plan-
ning component, and look 
forward to beginning ad-
ditional outreach in the 
spring of 2012.

We are continuing to 
work with elected officials 
and community organiza-
tions to see how the next 
plan can help to address 
some of the issues that 
have been raised about rail 
freight, but want to be clear 
that these issues cannot 
be resolved at the NYMTC 
table but rather by working 
with the operators and ap-
propriate regulatory agen-
cies.

For more information 
on NYMTC and to join our 

mailing list for e-newslet-
ters and meeting announce-
ments and for ways to get 
involved, visit nymtc.org or 
facebook.com/NYMTC.

Lisa Daglian
Public Information Officer

New York Metropolitan 
Transportation Council

Manhattan

New law protects against smoking

O
n Nov. 13, a new 
law went into effect 
that bans smoking 
in outdoor areas of 

ticketing or boarding or on 
platforms on stations oper-
ated by the Metropolitan 
Transportation Author-
ity. This law was passed by 
the state Legislature with 
bipartisan support and 
signed into law by Gov. An-
drew Cuomo in August.

Everyone has the right 
to breathe clean air and 
this legislation is good pub-
lic health policy that pro-
tects New Yorkers from sec-
ondhand smoke. The North 
Shore-LIJ Health System, 
Queens Smoke Free Part-
nership and state Sens. 
Toby Stavisky (D-Whites-
tone) and Andrew Lanza 
(R-Staten Island) applaud 
this initiative.

There is no safe level 
of secondhand smoke ex-
posure. Just 30 minutes of 
exposure to secondhand 
smoke can increase the 

risk of blood clots and lead 
to more frequent asthma at-
tacks in children. Second-
hand smoke contains more 
than 250 chemicals known 
to be toxic or carcinogenic.

Non-smokers who are 
exposed to secondhand 
smoke are inhaling many 
of the same cancer-causing 
substances and poisons 
as smokers. Secondhand 
smoke causes premature 
death and disease in chil-
dren and in adults who do 
not smoke.

Now that the law is in 
full effect, we would like 
to encourage Queens and 
Staten Island residents 
to quit smoking. Did you 
know that the Rockaways 
has the highest percentage 
of smokers (22 percent) fol-
lowed closely by northwest 
Queens (20 percent), north-
east Queens (18 percent) 
and central Queens (17 per-
cent)? Staten Island resi-
dents have a smoking a rate 
of 17 percent while the city 

resident rate is 14 percent.
Protect yourself and 

those you love by help-
ing someone quit smok-
ing today. Call the New 
York Smokers’ Quitline at 
1-866-NY-QUITS or visit ny-
smokefree.com.

If you would like more 
information on cessation 
or smoke-free outdoor poli-
cies, please call the Queens 
Smoke Partnership at 718-
213-1550 or visit nycsmoke-
free.org/Queens.

Nancy Copperman
Director of Public Health 

Initiatives
North Shore-LIJ Health 

System
Great Neck, L.I.

Toby Stavisky
State Senator

(D-Whitestone)

Andrew Lanza
State Senator

(R-Staten Island)

SNAP growing to care for seniors

T
he cover story about 
Services Now for 
Adult Persons ex-
panding transporta-

tion to northeast Queens 
(“CB 11 approves Little 
League bleachers plan,” 
Bayside Times, Nov. 10-16) 
only took into account one 
small aspect of the real sto-
ry, which is that the SNAP 
of Eastern Queens Senior 
Center was awarded the 
contract to become one of 

eight innovative senior cen-
ters in the city.

What this means for 
eastern Queens, in addition 
to increased access to trans-
portation, is a new and wide 
array of programs and ser-
vices focusing on wellness 
and healthy aging. SNAP 
will have additional staff 
and they will be able to 
reach out to those residents 
of Community Boards 11 
and 13 who have not previ-

ously attended a center.
There is excitement 

and great expectations 
around this new opportu-
nity for the community to 
be part of this cutting-edge 
center of tomorrow.

Dr. Linda M. Leest
CEO and President

Services Now for Adult 
Persons Inc.

Queens Village

Dolan tirelessly advocated for parks

O
n behalf of the city 
Parks Department 
family, we were 
saddened to hear of 

the untimely death of our 
friend, Pat Dolan.

Pat embodied what it 
meant to be a dedicated citi-
zen activist. While a friend 
to many parks in Queens, 
she devoted considerable 
energies to Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park and was 
the president of the Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Conservancy.

Among her achieve-
ments were advocating for 
Urban Park Ranger pro-

grams at Meadow and Wil-
low lakes, installing bird 
blinds at both lakes and 
working toward the shore-
line restoration of Meadow 
Lake and a future installa-
tion of an osprey pole and 
nest at Willow Lake.

Pat was also instru-
mental in providing cru-
cial letters of support that 
bolstered our grant appli-
cations and was a tireless 
advocate for the funding 
of essential maintenance 
equipment.

But her efforts did 
not end in Queens’ larg-
est park. She was a leader 

in neighborhood greening 
efforts, including the cre-
ation of a Greenstreet at 
73rd Avenue between 141st 
and Main streets.

On a personal level, 
Pat was a caring and spir-
ited woman who inspired 
others to get involved for 
the betterment of their 
communities. We will miss 
her energy and presence.

Adrian Benepe
Commissioner

City Parks Department
Manhattan

CORRECTION
In the Dec. 1-7 edition of TimesLedger Newspapers, the article on ERDA and City Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer giving turkeys to public housing residents should have said they distributed 1,000 turkeys: 500 Nov. 
21 and 500 Nov. 22.
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T
he days are rush-
ing by and we are 
receiving holiday 
party invitations by 

the droves. Unfortunately, 
everyone is still trying to 
squeeze most of the par-
ties in on Thursdays. Most 
Thursdays have at least 
four parties scheduled. Oh, 
well, it’s Ho! Ho! Ho! off to 
the parties we will go! We 
will try to give them our 
best shot for coverage.

This past week, we cov-
ered Michael DenDekker’s 
fund-raiser at Dante’s in As-
toria. One of his interesting 
guests was Vito Lopez, of 
the Bronx. Cathy Nolan 
and Jose Peralta, along 

with a number of others, 
showed their support for 
DenDekker by attending.

Dan Halloran had 
a fund-raiser at Verdi’s 
in Whitestone. One of his 
guests, Serf Maltese, was 
teasing guest Frank Pa-

davan by saying, “Frank, 
I understand you’re going 
to run for your Senate seat 
again.”

Padavan replied, “I 
understand you’re going to 
run for county chairman 
again.”

Whereupon both men 
laughed and then good-na-
turedly agreed to pose for 
a photo. At the end of the 
evening Dan said his com-
mittee was pleased with the 
results of the fund-raiser.

The Little Neck-Doug-
laston Lions Club held its 
annual bash at Leonard’s 
of Great Neck. It had great 
attendance. The star of the 
show was a black Labrador 
named Seymour. He was 

one of the seeing-eye dogs 
the Lions acquire and pres-
ent to needy people each 
year.

Debbie Markell held 
a jewelry party in her home 
in Whitestone Saturday. I 
have been invited to at least 
four of them so far. They 
appear to be the modern 
equivalent of the Tupper-
ware parties of years gone 
by, but they are fun and 
ladies never have enough 
jewelry.

The Robinwood Prop-
erty Owners Association 
had its holiday cocktail 
party at Trattoria Neo 
in Whitestone. It was a 
rather new place and I had 
never been there before. I 
must say I have never had 
such mouth-watering hors 
d’oeuvres. Check it out, as 
it seems to be a great place 
to have a small party.

A change of pace: 
While in a Verizon store 
the other day, I heard a fa-

miliar voice behind me. 
When I turned around, it 
was Joyce Shepard. After 
we exchanged greetings, 
we suggested having lunch 
together. In the past, we 
were angry with each other 
and hadn’t been speaking 
for quite a while.

As it turned out, nei-
ther of us seemed to remem-
ber why we were angry in 
the first place and decided 
to get together as life is too 
short to stay angry with 
anyone.

A rather sad note: 
We received an e-mail the 
other day informing us 
that an old friend, Stevie 

Geitheim, Nettie Mayer-

sohn’s sergeant-at-arms at 
her Stevenson Democratic 
Club, had died this past 
week.

Stevie called me re-
ligiously to remind me of 
the monthly club meeting 
and to inform me who the 
guest speaker would be. We 

always would chat for a few 
minutes and I found him to 
be a pleasant man. It’s so 
sad because he was a decent 
man. He was devoted to Net-
tie and the Stevenson Club. 
I will miss our monthly 
phone calls. Rest in peace, 
Stevie.

From early reports on 
the results of Black Friday 
and Cyber Monday, the 
sales totals of each were 
better than expected. Was 
it because the economy is 
getting better or because 
the sale prices were too low 
to resist?

On Sunday morning, 
while waiting to be picked 
up, I was watching C-Span. 
That particular segment 
was all about the proposed 
Canadian oil pipeline to 
Texas. From what I heard, 
it sounded like a good idea 
from many different as-
pects. It would provide 
jobs and give the economy 
a needed boost. The elec-

trical, plumbers and op-
erating engineers unions 
were in favor of the project. 
The Canadian representa-
tive said his company was 
“shovel-ready” to go.

The president said he 
wanted to hold off on ap-
proval until 2013. This will 
be the year after the 2012 
election. The president 
wants to get re-elected and 
doesn’t wish to antagonize 
either the environmental-
ists who are against it or 
the unions who are for it.

I guess that’s why you 
would classify the presi-
dent’s position as being 
between a rock and a hard 
place. It would make more 
sense to support the unions, 
as they are greater in num-
ber than the environmen-
talists and are in greater 
need for employment for 
their membership. Deci-
sions are never easy.

Dee 
Richard

n

Dishing 
with Dee

Maltese, Padavan consider running for offi ce ... sort of

Award-winning actress Patty Duke hails from Elmhurst

A
ctress Patty Duke 
was born Dec. 14, 
1946, as Anna Marie 
Duke in Elmhurst. 

She is perhaps best known 
for her starring role in 
the eponymous sitcom 
“The Patty Duke Show” 
and her portrayal of drug-
addicted Hollywood star 
Neely O’Hara in the 1967 
camp classic “Valley of the 
Dolls.”

Duke is the younger 
sister of actor Ray Duke 
and also has an older sis-
ter named Karen. Since 
the mid-1970s, the Queens 
native has primarily ap-
peared in television dra-
mas, including an October 
2011 role in the new “Ha-
waii Five-O” series on CBS. 

She also served as presi-
dent of the Screen Actors 
Guild from 1985-88. Duke 
currently lives in Idaho 
with her husband Michael 
Pierce and is the mother of 
actors Sean and Mackenzie 
Astin.

Young Anna Marie 
came from a sad, dysfunc-
tional family, and the ex-
perience would leave a last-
ing mark. Her father, John, 
was an alcoholic and her 
mother, Frances, suffered 
from severe depression and 
was prone to violence when 
dealing with her three chil-
dren.

Her father left the 
family when she was 6 and 
Frances entrusted her care 
to John and Ethel Ross, 

who began promoting her 
as a child actress. Her new 
managers changed her 
name to Patty, piggyback-
ing on the success of child 
star Patty McCormack.

“Anna Marie is dead, 
you are Patty now,” pro-
nounced Ethel.

In the late 1950s, Patty 
Duke made her first ap-
pearance in the soap opera 
“The Brighter Day” and 
later won $32,000 in the 
game show “The $64,000 
Question.” In 1961, Duke 
testified before a Congres-
sional panel when it was 
revealed that the show was 
rigged. She landed her first 
starring role in the Broad-
way play “The Miracle 
Worker,” appearing as Hel-
en Keller alongside acting 
great Anne Bancroft. The 
play was made into a film 
in 1962 and Duke won the 
Academy Award for best 
supporting actress.

The teenage star land-
ed her own show in 1963 

with the debut of “The Patty 
Duke Show.” Duke played 
both main characters, ap-
pearing alternatively as the 
mischievous Patty Lane as 
well as her prudish, prim 
and proper Scottish cousin 
Cathy Lane. The Queens 
native was nominated for 
an Emmy Award for her 
performance.

In spite of her fame 
and on-screen success, Pat-
ty’s teenage years were far 
from happy. She described 
herself as a virtual cap-
tive of the Rosses, who only 
doled out a small amount of 
her acting earnings for her 
to survive. John and Ethel 
gave her alcohol and pre-
scription drugs when she 
was 13, and she soon devel-
oped substance abuse prob-
lems. Duke left the couple 
when she was 18 and found 
that they had wasted most 
of her money.

Newly independent, 
she broke free of her whole-
some, child star image 

with the 1967 hit “Valley of 
the Dolls.” Duke garnered 
mixed reviews with her 
over-the-top portrayal of 
alcohol and drug-addicted 
singer Neely O’Hara. Two 
years later, the actress 
shared the spotlight with 
another young up-and-com-
ing actor, Al Pacino, in the 
comedy “Me, Natalie.” Al-
though the film was a box 
office flop, Duke earned 
the Golden Globe for best 
actress for her role.

Since the mid-1970s, 
Duke’s primary medium 
has been television. She 
received her second Emmy 
for the miniseries “Cap-
tains and the Kings” in 1977 
and another for the 1979 TV 
version of “The Miracle 
Worker,” this time appear-
ing as Annie Sullivan. In 
1985, Duke made a splash as 
the first female president 
of the United States in the 
series “Hail to the Chief.” 
She was elected president 
of the Screen Actors Guild 

in 1985, and served for the 
next three years.

In recent years, Duke 
has taken a step back from 
her acting career, making 
occasional television and 
stage appearances. She 
spoke about her battle with 
bipolar disorder on “The 
Oprah Winfrey Show” in 
2007 and has become a men-
tal health advocate since 
going public with her strug-
gle. She has helped remove 
the stigma from this disor-
der through her lobbying 
and advocacy work.

This daughter of 
Queens has gone full circle 
from child star to award-
winning actress, mother 
and activist whose roles 
have mirrored the beauty 
and complexity of her own 
story.

For more information, 
call 718-278-0700 or visit as-
torialic.org.

n

The Greater Astoria Historical Society
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Holiday Specials!Holiday Specials!
REFRESH YOUR FACE WITHOUT SURGERY

Specializing in: Lip Enhancement, Crow’s-Feet,Forhead Lines

will provide individual consultations to all clients interested in Botox® and Dermal Fillers

You don’t need 
to buy a package
to get the best prices!

SMOOTH DEALS
LASER HAIR REMOVAL

If you find a lower laser price anywhere else for an identical treatment,just show us the lower price and we’ll match it.
ALL OF OUR LASER PROCEDURES ARE CONDUCTED BY HIGHLY TRAINED LASER TECHNICIANS

Call or Visit VELVET EFFECT LASERS for your FREE Consultation!

718-50-LASER
718-505-2737

www.LaserVelvet.com

BOTOX®
 

TREATMENTS
ONLY $10000

JUVEDERM®
 

FACIAL FILLER
$10000 OFF

 
Program today and receive coupons 

GIFT

AVAILABLE

TREATMENTS OUR PRICE

OUR PRICE

OTHER SPA PRICES*

OTHER SPA PRICES*

CHIN
UNDER ARMS
BIKINI
LOWER LEGS
FULL BACK
FULL LEGS

$20
$40
$45
$75
$175
$200

$80
$100
$140
$250
$308
$400

REMOVAL TREATMENTS

SKIN REDNESS
BROWN SPOTS
SUN DAMAGE

$100
$100
$100

$250
$250
$250

*COMPETITORS’ REGULAR PRICES
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“Be Different” Let us make your next Dream Piece of Jewelry a Reality...
unusual and one-of-a-kind collections 

FREE ESTIMATES ON
ROLEX, MOVADO, OMEGA, ETC.

(located in the Little Neck Plaza opp Stop & Shop) Free Parking

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

www.okgjewelry.com 
“Your Trust is Our Family’s Goal” 

Custom Designed Jewelry
to fit any budget!

WE BUY
GOLD & 

DIAMONDS 
FOR CASH

SCAN HERE
FOR OUR WEBSITE

Diamond Setting and Sizing While You Wait…Viewing Permitted

FREE 
REPAIR*

or more

 FREE*

Watch 
Battery
w/repair

 FREE*
Prong

Checking
while you wait

Turn Your Unused Gold & Diamonds
Into Custom Designed Jewelry
to fit any budget!

Silver, Gold & Platinum
Jewelry Repair On The Premises

* Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Expires 

12.31.11

Cops arrest stepdad in shooting of daughter, wife
BY REBECCA HENELY

A 52-year-old Queens-
bridge man has been 
charged with killing his 
32-year-old stepdaughter 
and wounding his 57-year-
old estranged wife Monday 
morning on the day that his 
divorce trial was to begin, 
the Queens district attor-
ney’s office said.

The double shooting 
stunned the quiet Astoria 
neighborhood, where the 
mother and daughter lived 
in a brick attached house.

Guerino Annarumma, 
who lives on 12th Street 
near 42nd Avenue in Long 
Island City, allegedly rent-
ed a car with New Jersey 
plates Monday morning 
and lay in wait outside Olga 
Annarumma’s house on 
38th Street between 23rd 
Avenue and Ditmars Boule-
vard with a .38-caliber gun, 
the DA said.

When his estranged 
wife came out to walk her 

dog before 9 a.m., Guerino 
Annarumma allegedly con-
fronted her, threw her on 
the ground and kicked her 
in the face, the DA said. He 
then is accused of dragging 
Olga Annarumma up to the 
front door and ringing the 
bell, which was answered 
by his stepdaughter, Val-
eria Lowery.

Guerino Annarumma 
then entered the house 
and is charged with shoot-
ing Olga Annarumma in 
the head and Lowery in 
her head and torso, the DA 
said.

Both women were 
taken to Elmhurst Hospi-
tal Center, where Lowery 
was pronounced dead on 
arrival and Olga Annar-
umma remained in critical 
condition as of Tuesday af-
ternoon, the DA said.

DA Richard Brown 
said Guerino Annarumma 
was arrested in the attacks 
later that day, which was 
the day his divorce pro-

ceedings against Olga An-
narumma were scheduled 
to start in Queens Supreme 
Court. 

“I knew he was a bit 
nutty, but I never thought 
this would happen,” said 
attorney Helene Sherman, 

who has represented Olga 
Annarumma for about a 
year and a half in her case 
against Guerino Annarum-
ma and was shocked when 
she heard about the shoot-
ings.

Astoria resident Billy 
Saketos, 37, was walking 
his 4-year-old daughter to 
school when he heard the 
shots.

“I didn’t know where 
the shots came from, so I 
picked up my daughter and 
ran,” Saketos said.

He said that when he 
came back to the scene, he 
saw the women on stretch-
ers.

Annarumma was ar-
rested at his Queensbridge 
apartment and arraigned 
before Queens Supreme 
Court Judge Lenora Ger-
ald on charges of murder, 
attempted murder, assault, 
two counts of criminal pos-
session of a weapon and 
tampering with physical 
evidence, the DA said. He 

faces up to 50 years to life 
in prison if convicted, the 
DA said.

Sherman said the An-
narummas have been mar-
ried for 5 1/2 years and that 
at different points in their 
relationship, Guerino An-
narumma took the keys for 
Olga Annarumma’s car and 
trailer in Connecticut.

He was arrested and 
convicted of stalking and 
Olga Annarumma had an 
order of protection against 
him, although it had ex-
pired by the time of the at-
tack.

Sherman said he was 
so controlling that when 
Olga Annarumma filed 
for divorce against him in 
Brooklyn Supreme Court 
in November 2009, Guerino 
Annarumma filed for di-
vorce in Queens Supreme 
Court in January 2010. 
Sherman said she thought 
Guerino Annarumma felt 
he needed to be the plain-
tiff.

Guerino Annarumma (r.) is escorted into the 114th Precinct after 
an Astoria shooting that left his estranged wife wounded and his 
stepdaughter dead. Photo by James Messerschmidt
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334720
NORTHBAYCADILL
4C 6 x 11.00

TheBetter Way!
Better Price!

Better Selection!
Better Service!

Limited Supply Of 2011 Cadillac, Buick & GMC Models Available At Incredible Savings!
Plus, Ask About 0% Financing For 72 Months.†† Hurry, Sale Ends Soon!

720NorthernBlvd,Great Neck
516-543-0287
NorthBayCadillacBuickGMC.com
Open Sunday 12pm-5pm

North Bay Cadillac Celebrates Its 5th Consecutive Year
as New York State’s Largest Cadillac Dealer!

All offers, add tax & reg. fees, Based on tier one credit. Primary lender approval. Lessee resp. for excess wear/tear. Lacrosse/Acadia, $995 down, $695 bank fee & $395 termination fee. Acadia Residual $18,405.90, Lacrosse -$13,921.60. No security deposit required. 12k miles per yr.,18c
thereafter. Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : Lacrosse $6,550 & Acadia $4,075 included in advertised prices. Primary lender approval, Add tax & reg fees, plus CTS ( Ally Bank ) $1,890 down / SRX ( GM Financial
) $1,690 down, bank fee included, SRX $350 termination fee, CTS $0 termination fee, CTS 10K / SRK 12k miles per yr. 30c thereafter. Lessee responsible for excess wear/tear. Residual Value ( CTS $20,976.80 & SRX $23,948.10 ) . Customer Cash Rebate & Lease Conquest ( Must be
a non GM active lease to qualify on advertised prices ) : CTS $7,100 & SRX $3,225 ( +$2,500 additional on residual for buy out ) included in advertised prices.†† Must have excellent credit, in lieu of rebates. Best Price: Based on primary lender approval. In stock vehicles. Model for
model, option for option. Must present bonafide written order from authorized new car competitor. See dealer for complete details. Offer expires 12-14-11.

BUICK

No1st Payment&NoSecurityOnBuickGMCLeases!

CadillacCelebrates It̓ s NewEdition...

BUICK

Acadias&Terrains
In Stock

For Immediate
Delivery,

ThisWeekend!

in Great Neck!

“You Don’t Have To
Pay More... To Shop In Great Neck!”

in Great Neck!

2012GMC
ACADIA AWD SL
Remote vehicle starter,
Leather steering wheel
with controls, Bluetooth
and much more!
MSRP $36,090

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 39 months

2012 BUICK
LACROSSE
Convenience Group
With “E Assist”
A Class Leading 36 MPG
Highway, Auto Transmission,
Rear Airbags And More!
MSRP $31,640
LEASE FOR

$259
*

per month 39 months

2012 CADILLAC
CTS AWD

6 Speed Automatic, 1yr. Onstar,
Turn By Turn Navigation MSRP $40,340

LEASE FOR

$289
*

per month 36 months

2012 CADILLAC
SRX FWD

3.6L V6 Improved Horsepower and
Gas Mileage! 6 Speed Automatic, 1yr.

Onstar, Turn By
Turn Navigation
MSRP $40,940
LEASE FOR

$349
*

per month 36 months

LUXURY EDITION

2011-2012CadillacModels IncludeComplimentaryCadillac PremiumCareMaintenance.
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Anthony Adams works hard every day cleaning and maintaining a multimillion dollar 

office building in Downtown Manhattan. But living in one of the most expensive 

cities in the world, he is forced to work two jobs to support a large family.

Anthony is one of the 22,000 office cleaners across the city, who are negotiating with the 

more than 20-billion dollar commercial real estate industry in New York City for a new 

contract. A good contract will help Anthony and his family remain part of the middle class. 

This is good for all of us. 

GOOD JOBS BUILD STRONG COMMUNITIES
25 West 18th Street, New York, NY 10011

32BJ SEIU 
www.standwithbuildingworkers.org

Working
Hard,
Struggling
to Get By
Anthony Adams,

Office Cleaner, Manhattan.
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Congressman Bob Turner
(NY-09)

WE HAVE MOVED!
If you need assistance,  

please visit our new  
district office.

82-20A Eliot Avenue,
Middle Village, NY 11379

Phone: 718-426-5000
Fax: 717-426-5184

5,000 total at Resorts World 
will be available for play 
starting Dec. 16.

Also on the new floors 
will be two, 250-seat din-
ing facilities — the Asian-
themed Genting Palace 
and the RW Prime steak-
house — and the Central 

Park Events Center, which 
Resorts World billed as the 
largest event and catering 
space in the borough.

The new additions are 
opening four months ahead 
of schedule, Resorts World 
said.

“We have been truly 
humbled by the response of 
New Yorkers and tourists 
alike and we thank them 
for their ongoing support 
and patronage,” said Re-

sorts World New York Pres-
ident Michael Speller. “Due 
to the hard work of our 
1,500-person staff, we’re 
confident that we will be 
able to continue providing 
the highest level of service 
to our customers as we un-
veil the second stage of our 
facility.”

Genting Palace will 
feature authentic Chinese 
cuisine prepared by vet-
eran Hong Kong chefs dish-

ing up Chinese barbecue, a 
wide selection of dim sum 
and seasonal fresh seafood.

The restaurant will 
also have a terrace with 
views of Aqueduct.

RW Prime will offer 
steaks and seafood with an 
open kitchen concept “in a 
setting of rich woods and 
leathers,” Resorts World 
said.

In an attempt to cap-
ture customers who have 

traditionally flocked to At-
lantic City and other casi-
nos near New York before 
Resorts World’s opening, 
the casino is offering free 
gaming  to VIP guests who 
have loyalty cards from 
gambling halls in other 
states in exchange for sign-
ing up for a Resorts World 
loyalty card.

Accompanying the 
Central Park Events Cen-
ter on the third floor will 

be Festival Commons, a 
70,000-square-foot outdoor 
space overlooking the race-
track that will be open for 
private events and book-
ings.

“With these two new 
spectacular venues, Resorts 
World will be one of the pre-
mier locations for concerts, 
festivals, receptions and 
other events in New York 
City,” the company said.

a transcript of the hearing.
Hevesi also represent-

ed Forest Hills and parts of 
western Queen in the state 
Assembly and served as the 
city comptroller.

Then-state Attorney 
General Andrew Cuomo, 
who filed the charges 
against Hevesi, said he went 
on trips to Israel and Italy 
funded by Elliot Broidy, of 
Markstone Capital Part-
ners, a firm that special-
ized in Israeli investments, 

in exchange for Hevesi’s in-
vesting pension funds with 
Markstone.

During his parole 
hearing, Hevesi said the 
Italian trip was just a stop-
over in a Rome hotel for one 
night on the way back to 
New York from one of the 
Israel visits.

Hevesi also said the 
travels to Israel “were se-
rious business trips” and 
not luxury vacations as the 
charges against him made 
them out to be.

When asked why he 
should be paroled, Hevesi 
said it was not likely he 
would commit another 

crime.
“I’m not a career crimi-

nal,” he told the panel. “I’ve 
made this awful, terrible 
error. I acknowledge how 
many people I hurt, which I 
never intended. I’m going to 
either work –– if you think 
that’s appropriate, I’m glad 
to do that.”

But Hevesi said he 
would spend most of his 
time taking care of his ail-
ing wife, who is in a nurs-
ing home, and watching af-
ter his grandchildren.

“I’d rather focus on my 
wife. I’m her connection to 
the outside world. I’m the 
one who visits her every 

day, takes her to medical 
appointments to her doc-
tors outside the nursing 
home,” he said. “And I will 
be a baby-sitter and I will 
focus on the family.”

Hevesi also said he 
wanted to write and was 
thinking of penning “a cou-
ple of books.

“I will be the kind of 
parolee that the parole of-
ficer would be delighted in 
having,” he said. “I know 
what I did was wrong and 
it’s a painful process to 
come to that conclusion, 
how wrong and stupid and 
criminal I was.”

But the parole board 

did not believe Hevesi was 
being sincere and accused 
him of minimizing his 
crimes.

“During your inter-
view, while you expressed 
that [the crimes] happened 
on your watch, your expla-
nation of your culpability 
was shallow,” wrote one of 
the three commissioners 
of the state Commission of 
Correction.

The commissioner said 
that while Hevesi admitted 
his failures, “the major-
ity of the panel finds more 
compelling the course of 
conduct from which you 
have attempted to distance 

yourself, the violation of 
your trusted role as an 
elected official and the loss 
of integrity of the New York 
State Office of the State 
Comptroller.”

A second commission-
er agreed with the written 
opinion and a third dissent-
ed, but chose not to explain 
why she was siding with 
Hevesi.

Hevesi’s next parole 
board hearing is scheduled 
for November 2012.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

with any wrongdoing.
Those from Queens 

who were arrested as part 
of the scheme include Al-
phonse Trucchio, 34, and 
Christopher Colon, 37, of 
Howard Beach, and Rich-
ard Gutowski, 40, of Ridge-
wood, who are allegedly 
part of the Gambino crime 
family, Bharara said.

They have been 
charged with racketeering, 
racketeering conspiracy, 
extortion conspiracy and 
conspiracy to harbor il-
legal aliens, Bharara said. 
Trucchio and Gutowski 
were also charged with visa 
fraud, Bharara said.

Yong “Jonathan” 
Wang, 36, of Flushing, and 
Natalia “Natasha” Ivano-
va, 43, of Kew Gardens, 
also face charges. Wang is 
charged with harboring il-
legal aliens and visa fraud; 
Ivanova is charged with 
harboring illegal aliens 
and marriage fraud, Bha-
rara said.

Continued from Page 1

Aqueduct

Continued from Page 1

Hevesi

Continued from Page 2

Clubs

HOUSE 
CALLS

CHILDREN’S
FOOT  

PROBLEMS

DIABETIC 
AND

GERIATRIC
FOOT CARE

SPORTS  
MEDICINE
AND FOOT 
INJURIES

Medicare
Diabetic

Shoe Provider

QUALITY FOOT CARE 
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY:
PODIATRIC MEDICINE AND SURGERY

MARC J. 
FEDERBUSCH, DPM

Board Certified in Podiatric Orthopedics
65-34 MYRTLE AVENUE, GLENDALE

 Hours By Appointment

718-366-FEET
718-366-3338

MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Saturday Hours 
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19Queens activist Dolan remembered by pols and civics
BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

 
Former Queens Bor-

ough President Claire Shul-
man called late civic leader 
Pat Dolan “the quintessen-
tial Queens civic worker” 
during a memorial service 
for Dolan last week in For-
est Hills.

Dolan, the 72-year-old 
who headed the Queens 
Civic Congress and Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park 
Conservancy, was struck 
and killed by a car two 
weeks ago in an accident as 
she crossed Hillside Avenue 
on her way to a Community 
Board 8 Transportation 
Committee meeting.

Shulman was one of 
many who knew Dolan and 
were shocked to hear of her 
death.

“She was in effect the 
quintessential Queens civic 
worker,” Shulman said dur-
ing the memorial service 
Nov. 29 at Schwarts Broth-
ers Forest Park Chapel, 

at 114-03 Queens Blvd. in 
Forest Hills. “She was very 
much part of my career in 
government.”

Shulman said Dolan’s 
knowledge of zoning laws 
and passion for transporta-
tion issues “was legion and 
you couldn’t get away with 
anything.

“Queens was really 
her life,” Shulman said. 
“Pat Dolan is not dead. 
She’s upstairs directing 
traffic, making sure no one 
diminishes the value of the 
real estate.”

To those who knew 
Dolan, her love for her large 
cat Timmy was as much a 
part of her life as her civic 
engagement.

“A major priority in 
her personal life was big, 
four-pawed and ‘meow,’ and 
that’s Timmy,” said Dolan’s 
longtime friend Norma 
Stegmaier. “Timmy was an 
important part of Pat’s life. 
The good news is Timmy 
has a new home.”

Stegmaier said in a 
phone interview Monday 
that Timmy’s new owner 
did not want to be inter-
viewed.

Shulman’s successor, 
Borough President Helen 
Marshall, said Dolan advo-
cated for a new library in 
her neighborhood of Kew 

Gardens Hills and said 
there are plans to memo-
rialize the longtime civic 
leader with something ap-
propriate at the library.

“She has really shown 
that she cares about the 
community,” Marshall 
said. “If we had maybe 50 
Pat Dolans, we could take 
care of all the problems in 
the world. We have lost a 
great soldier in the battle to 
keep our communities safe 
and beautiful.”

Richard Hellenbrecht 
of the Queens Civic Con-
gress said Dolan was un-
wavering, tireless, bright 
and a dedicated advocate.

“You think of every 
positive attribute ... and 
that pretty well describes 
Pat,” he said. “We will try 
our hardest to fill in her 
shoes. We will miss her. It’s 
a huge loss, a huge loss for 
the community, for the bor-
ough, for the city.”

City Comptroller 
John Liu, who served on 

the Queens Civic Congress 
with Dolan, said she was a 
mentor to him.

“She always reminded 
me how she recruited me,” 
Liu said, referring to his 
time as chairman of the 
congress’s Transportation 
Committee.

Liu said Dolan always 
had ideas on transportation 
and was “forceful” in mak-
ing her points when Liu 
served as Transportation 
Committee chairman of 
the City Council and cred-
ited her with working on a 
$4 million program to give 
vans and operating funds 
to senior centers across the 
city.

“She cared about se-
niors, she cared about 
kids,” Liu said. “She just 
had so many hats. It’s hard 
to believe that such an in-
credible force has been 
taken away from us. She 
was a fierce advocate for 
Queens.”

Elected officials and civic leaders say Pat Dolan was a tireless ac-
tivist for Queens. 

The folks at Joseph An-
thony’s Fine Jewelry want 
the next piece of  jewelry that 
you buy to be as special and 
unique as the person who 
will wear it … even if  you’re 
buying it for yourself. 

 Since his store first 
opened in Manhasset in 1988, 
Joseph Anthony has been 
helping customers find that 
perfect piece of  jewelry that 
says everything they want to 
say. Joseph, a master jeweler, 
designer and appraiser, takes 
pride in each piece of  jewelry 
that his store sells. “Qual-
ity is more than a word,” he 
says. “It is a way of  life in 
our business.”

 Every item in the Joseph 
Anthony’s is a one-of-a-kind. 
“You won’t find a duplicate 
in any other store,” Joseph 
says proudly. He works with 
his customers to create new 

pieces starting with the 
drawing and then the wax 
carving, the pouring of  the 
gold or silver and the place-
ment of  the gems. “We start 
from zero,” he says.

 In addition to new cre-
ations, the store that he runs 

with the help of  his wife and 
father also offers vintage 
pieces that date back as far 
as the 17th century. “There 
was a time,” he says, “when 
creating fine jewelry was a 
work of  art. It didn’t matter 
if  it took a week or more.” 

 Sometimes people come in 
just to look at the clocks and 
exquisite jewelry that the 
store sells. Joseph designed 
his showroom to feel “more 
like my home” than a store. 
He wants it to be “a fun place 
where a regular guy can 
come in and buy something 
great for his wife.”

For Joseph this is more 
than a job, it’s a passion. He 
has been fascinated by fine 
jewelry and watches since 
he was a young man and is 
a graduate of  the Bulova 
School, where he studied 
watchmaking and repair, and 
the Gemological Institute of  
America, the world’s fore-
most authority on diamonds, 
colored stones, and pearls.

 Joseph takes personal sat-
isfaction in each piece of  jew-
elry that he produces. He is 
proud of  the reputation that 

he and his staff  have earned 
as skilled professionals. As 
buyers and sellers of  antique 
jewelry Joseph and his staff  
have a deep appreciation 
for the artistry and value of  
jewelry pieces created during 
various time periods. They 
understand how the styles 
evolved and were influenced 
by the economics of  a par-
ticular era and even by indi-
vidual political and cultural 
figures of  the times. They 
respect the master craftsmen 
who created their ornaments 
to be owned, worn, admired 
and enjoyed for generations. 
These are true wearable 
works of  art and valuable 
pieces of  history.

A trip to Joseph Anthony’s 
is about more than buying 
a necklace or a ring. It’s an 
experience that you won’t 
soon forget.

A passion for fine jewelry at Joseph Anthony’s
ADVERTISEMENT
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All Showrooms Open 7 Days!
Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FREE In Home
Estimates

ROOFING Duration / Oakridge Pro
30 year Architectural

Timberline
30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingle
Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

s

NO
SALES
TAX!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

MADE UP TO 32” X18”
Y INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194 

NO
TAX!

$
$159

$179$179
No Min. Req.

NOW

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!
STEEL & FIBERGLASS

DOORS

COUPON

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

PATIO
DOORS

$1199

TOP
UALITY!

Custom Sizes
 Available!

329
NOW

STORM DOORS

Custom Hinges

Tempered Glass
Screen

Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$ NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

299$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

Now

COUPON

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

LOW E GLASS

AWNINGS & CARPORTSAWNINGS & CARPORTS
Door Hoods

42” x 36”

6' x 4'

$349
$489

COUPON

$
$ 17991999

B W W WINDOO

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96” x 45”

S

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

CUSTOM
FULL

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

Q

COUPON

Reg $389.00

36” x 80”

•

599

GARAGE DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or Carriage Style

$799

COUPON

*Metal removal add $25 

CUSTOM MADE

Get up
to $500
Energy

Tax Credit

We 
Are The

Commercial
Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
UNIFIEDWINDOW

SYSTEMS, INC.
WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

$849 $899 $949 $1499

189$
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2 Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

FULLY WELDED and FULLY INSTALLED

INCLUDES CAPPING, CAULKING,
MOLDING and DEBRIS REMOVAL

GET $500 FEDERAL TAX CREDIT

429 $359Fully Installed

• Foam filled frame
    and Sash
• Krypton/Argon Gas
• Meets D.O.E. 
    R5 Program
• Lifetime Guarantee

NOW

Owens Corning AttiCat®System
Save up to 20% 

on your heating & 
cooling energy bills* 

for as low as

1499
$1999

Attic Insulation

$

•100's Colors and Styles CertainTeed Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SI ID NG
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

 On America's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!
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HUGE DECEMBER SALE! 

Take Discounts off below prices December 1st - 23rd

SALE 
DOES NOT 
APPLY TO 
EXSISTING 

ORDERS

NEW
ORDERS ONLY

12-01-12-23/11
NO EXCEPTIONS

RIPLE GLASS
LDED WINDOWSWE
T

TL

www.uwds.com

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772BRONX
N. WHITE PLAINS
768 North Broadway (rt. 22)
N White Plains, NY 10603

HEMPSTEAD
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When choosing a contractor for any project it’s most important to select an expert in that particular field. How do 
you know if a person is an expert? Ask some questions, it’s that simple. 

First and foremost, you have to ask what different types of work a contractor performs. If you’re looking for 
windows to be installed, you should ask what else the contractor does. He will probably think you’re interested in 
other work and gladly tell you all the things he does. The next question is designed to find out if the same crew 
will be doing both types of work. This is the important question because a crew that installs bathrooms should not 
be installing windows and a crew that does roofing should not be installing a door. If they are, they’re not an expert 
at either job.

At Unified we do Windows, Doors, Siding, Roofing and Attic insulation. If you contracted us to do all 5 items on 
your home, we would send 5 different crews, even if the job was getting done in the same day. Our window crews 
are factory trained and certified to do window installations and nothing else. They do that job 5 to 6 days a week, 
every week and know everything a contractor could know about windows and their installation. That same thing 
applies to all of our crews that do all of our work. We have the most trained and fully certified staff in the industry. 
Our sales force and estimators are trained to assess your insulation needs and determine exactly what’s needed to 
fix your problems. 

Certifications and credentials are more important than you think. At Unified we have many employees that are 
certified as well as some company wide certifications. The following are just some examples of our credentials: 

 • US Department of Energy, Energy Star Partner
 • National Grid Authorized Weatherization Contractor
 • Building Performance Institute BPI Certified Licensed Home Analyst  
 • GAF Building Materials Roofing Installation Authorized Installer
 • Owens Corning Platinum Preferred Roofing Contractor, Top of the House Contactor Certified 

in Roofing, Insulation and Ventilation
 • Pella Certified Contractor
 • National Association of the Remodeling Industry (NARI) 
 • CertainTeed Building Products 5 Star Contractor, Pro Dialog Contractor Elite Status, Education and 

Development Program Certificate Holder, Master Craftsman Certified and Master Millwork 
Certified

 • Alside Building Materials Authorized  Installer Program Certified
 • Vinyl Siding Institute VSI Certified Installers
 • Ideal Windows Certified Factory Trained Program
 • NY/Long Island Better Business Bureau Accredited Business Program
 • Provia Doors National Platinum Certification
 • Crystal Windows Preferred Contractor Accreditation

We at Unified Windows, Doors, Siding and Roofing are very proud of the achievements of our staff members. We 
continue to bring our customers the most up to date technology and information in cost saving methods of 
insulating and updating their homes. For a free in home estimate please call us at (888)631-2131 or visit one of 
our 3 showrooms which are open 7 days a week.

Written by: Steven J DiMare
                   Chief Executive Officer 
                   Unified Window Systems, Inc.

HIRE ONLY CERTIFIED EXPERTS 
It’s in Your Best Interest

Westchester LLC.
Window Systems Inc.

299 Peninsula Blvd. Hempstead Village, NY 11550
Windows • Doors • Siding • Roofing 

NYC LIC#0856560
Nassau LIC#176165000
Suffolk LIC#19279
Westchester LIC#WC22934H10
Yonkers LIC#5208      

UNIFIED
www.unifiedwindows.com

All Showrooms open 7 days or call (888)631-2131 for a Free in Home Estimate in the Tri-state area
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipt for 
purchases made between Thursday, November 24, 2011 and Friday, December 23, 2011 are eligible. Minimum $50 purchase must appear on one receipt. ***Limit one pair of tickets 
per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by January 27, 2012.

Every Shopper Gets FREE Show or Sports Tickets...
Just For Sending In Your Receipt!

1. Spend at least $50 at any of 
   the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
   retailers or restaurants listed 
   on the page at right.* 

2. Fill out the coupon on the 
   following page and attach 
   your original, dated, printed 
   register receipt.**

3. Mail the coupon and receipt
   in to us by December 28, 2011 
   to receive

  YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO 

  AN EVENT LISTED HERE!***

How To Get Your Free Tickets

SistasTheMusical.comLoveLossOnstage.comMySinatra.com

StompOnline.com Islanders.NHL.com VocaPeopleNYC.com GazillionBubbleShow.com



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 8-14, 2011 

WE

23

ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP-N-GO / 
1 MetroTech North, 10th Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11201. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/11 and received by 1:00 pm on 
1/4/12. Limit one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while 
supplies last. Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached 
to original newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their 
products, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners 
of CNG for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME.............................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS.............................................................................................................
.BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?.........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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BRONX
900 Park
900 Morris Park Ave
Bronx NY 10462
718-892-3830

Barinos Market 
3244 Ampere Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-9200

Big Three Wines
and Liquors
3824 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-824-9390

Caputo Jewelry
900 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-829-5815

Cestra Pizza
3617 E. Tremont Ave
Bronx, NY 10465
718-518-7900

Conti’s Bakery
786 Morris Park Ave.
Bronx NY 10462
718-239-9339

Crosby Pet Center
1626 Crosby Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-822-6900

Crosstown Diner
2880 Bruckner Boulevard
Bronx, NY 10465
718-597-3450

Fiorino Jewelry
1978 Williamsbridge Rd.
Bronx NY 10461
212-840-7520

La Salle Bakery
3139 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-823-4218

LJI Jewelry
3021 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-931-1932

Papa John’s Pizza
(E. Tremont Avenue 
Location Only)
3361 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461
718-518-PAPA

Security Drugs
3419 Boston Road
Bronx, NY 10469
718-654-6974

Silberman Army & Navy
1847 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10472
718-792-7421

Spotos
4005 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-828-5613

Tosca Marquis
4038 East Tremont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-239-3300 

Wicked Wolf
4029 East Trenont Avenue
Bronx, NY 10465
718-829-4400

QUEENS
3D Furniture
17816 104th Ave
Jamaica, NY 11433
(718) 657-7828

Aunt Bella’s 
Restaurant
46-19 Marathon Parkway
Little Neck, NY 11362
718-225-4700
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

Baby Ray’s Steak & 
Seafood Grill 
13-46 127TH Street
College Point, NY  11356
(917) 563-5352

Bel Mondo 
Restaurant
79-32 Metropolitan Avenue
Middle Village 11379
718-894-1020, 718-894-1024
www.Belmondorestaurant.com

Bourbon Street Cafe
40-12 Bell Blvd. 
Bayside , NY 11361
718-224-2200
Facebook, Twitter

Cascon Baking 
Company
7-04 149th Street
Whitestone, NY  11357
(718) 767-5700
www.casconcheesecake.com

Courts Caribbean
Electronics, Appliances 
& Furniture
89-56 165th Street
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718) 291-1333
www.courtscaribbean.com

Elegant Jewelry
45-31B Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11360
(718) 225-5000
www.elegantjewelryny.com

Giardino 
Restaurant
44-37 Douglaston Parkway
Douglaston, NY 11363
718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

House Of Holidays
90-02 Atlantic Avenue
Ozone Park N.Y. 11416
718-848-8882
718-3220737
www.houseofholidaysny.com

Leiser’s Liquors
41-30 162nd Street
Flushing, NY  11358
(718) 359-3106
www.leisersliquors.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Express-

way
Bayside, NY  11364
(718) 224-2536
www.litalianotrattoriany.com

Maria’s Seafood & Grill
38-11 Bell Boulevard
Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 279-1606
www.mariasonbell.com

OKG Jewelry
248-25  Northern Bouleavrd
LITTLE NECK, NY 11362
718-423-2526
Little Neck Plaza 
Shopping Center

Universal Electronics
170-08 Jamaica Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432
(718)725-1335

NASSAU
Bob’s Restaurant
230 Jericho Turnpike 
Floral Park, NY 11001
516-354-8185
bob@bobsny.com

Joseph Anthony’s 

Fine Jewelry
569 Plandome Road
Manhasset, NY  11030
www.ligoldbuyer.com

Official Participating BRONX & QUEENS Retailers & Restaurants

For a complete list of official participants, including Brooklyn, 
visit www.bxtimes.com/shopngo

or www.timesledger.com/shopngo

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants 

in your local CNG Newspapers

B R O N X TimesReporter
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Fantasy Flight to North Pole
Dozens of patients at Cohen Children’s Medical Center took a plane ride to 
see Santa. (Clockwise from top l.) Rosedale resident Addison Williams, 1, gets 
a festive outfit thanks to her dad Tshombe. Addison completed treatment for 
neuroblastoma; Christopher Peaubrun (front), who is being treated for sick-
le cell, greets a reindeer; elf Caroline Mikolaj of Floral Park takes a moment 
before boarding to send a text; Jackie Poeggel, 8, waits patiently with her 
mother Cindy to board the plane; and Collin Trust, 3, covers his ears as he 
walks into the North Pole with his mother Sarah; and Richmond Hill resident 
Chris Boodhoo gives his daughter Arianna, 7 months, a kiss aboard the plane. 
Arianna is being treated for kidney failure. Photos by Christina Santucci
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FOR MORE INFO OR TO PURCHASE, GO TO:
1.800.882.ISLES(47537) EXT. 1 NEWYORKISLANDERS.COM
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWYORKISLANDERS TWITTER.COM/NYISLANDERS

SPONSORED BY:      Pack Includes:
2 tickets to 5 games
  Autographed Islanders stick
  Hurricane Grill & Wings, 
Jake’s Steakhouse, and 
Coliseum food certificates

SPONSORED BY:

JAKE’S
STEAKHOUSE

IT’S HOCKEY SEASON!
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR

Holiday gifts come in all shapes, sizes and prices, just like this perfect pack of  
Islanders tickets! This great deal has everything you could want in a holiday 

present with your choice of 10 great games to attend, including a Rangers game!

Packages designed for all fans.

MENTION: CNG

BY PHILIP NEWMAN

New York City Transit 
President Thomas Pren-
dergast said Tuesday the 
MTA’s performance in the 
near-catastrophic blizzard 
a year ago was inadequate 
but that the agency had 
learned much and has made 
vast changes since then.

“When we appeared 
before this body for more 
than four hours last Janu-
ary, you were understand-
ably very unhappy with 
our performance, as you 
were with the performance 
of other city operating 
agencies for what was in-
arguably an inadequate re-
sponse to the Dec. 26, 2010, 
blizzard,” Prendergast said 
at a City Council Transpor-
tation Committee hearing 
in downtown Manhattan.

The snowstorm para-
lyzed the city and left some 
Queens streets unplowed 
for days as residents strug-

gled to get to work, buy 
groceries and get medical 
attention. Subways, buses 
and the Long Island Rail 
Road stopped running and 
service was not restored on 
some lines for several days. 

Transportation Com-
mittee Chairman James 
Vacca (D-Bronx) told Pren-
dergast and other transit 
officials that “we want to 
insure straphangers that 
all is being done that can 
be done to avoid a repeat 
of that storm that immo-
bilized our transportation 
system.”

Prendergast said, 
“Many of the changes we 
were able to quickly exe-
cute were tested with great 
success during subsequent 
snowstorms in January 
and February. They were 
recently tested again dur-
ing Hurricane Irene and 
the first winter snowstorm 
of this season just before 
Halloween.”

Prendergast said Met-
ropolitan Transportation 
Authority officials learned 
that they cannot always 
keep the transit system 
running regardless of the 
weather.

“There was a mantra 
to run at all costs,” Pren-
dergast said. “There are 
times when you have to 
change that mantra, where 
it’s clear that you can’t con-
tinue top-rate service.”

Among changes Pren-
dergast mentioned — some 
right after the 2010 storm 
— were the appointment of 
an emergency team to look 
after passengers in immo-
bilized vehicles and more 
detailed and reliable bus 
service status information 
on the website mta.info, as 
well as improvements in 
bus operating procedures 
for evaluating and respond-
ing to bad roads.

Repeat of blizzard gridlock 
will not occur this year: MTA

Paying too 
much for 
heating oil?
If you answered yes, then 
you owe it to yourself to make 
a simple phone call today.

877.737.6990
petro.com

Find out why your neighbors choose Petro, making 
us the #1 home heating oil company in the country. 

Ask how we can help you achieve 

ENERGY SAVINGS OF AT LEAST 
10% — GUARANTEED!*

Commit to saving energy 
and the environment. 

OIL   |   AC   |   PROPANE   |   NATURAL GAS 
PLUMBING   |   HOME SECURITY

*For boilers only. Savings based on installation of Beckett AquaSmart boiler control. May not be available 
in all areas. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Subject to change without notice. Additional terms 
and conditions may apply. NYC Lic. No. 1314079. ©2011 Petro. P_11415
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Memorials to

Honor a Lifetime

SHOWROOMS:

98-60 Queens Boulevard
Forest Hills, New York 11374

2576 Flatbush Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11234

A monument is the opportunity to 
perpetuate your memories of an

especially loved and revered family
member or friend. Memorial art is our way 

of helping you to express that memory. 
The monument you select will be a

personalized illustration of your tribute.

PARKSIDE

For Information or to
Make an Appointment Call

718-896-9100

Ground broken on Willets sewer
BY JOE ANUTA

Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg broke ground 
Friday on a $50 million 
project to install working 
sewers at Willets Point, 
but a group opposed to the 
redevelopment of the Iron 
Triangle said the city is not 
playing by the rules.

Bloomberg plunged 
a shovel into a mound of 
dirt near the Flushing Bay 
Promenade to mark the be-
ginning of the sewer con-
struction, set to be complet-
ed in 2013, which he said is 
the first step toward the $3 
billion redevelopment proj-
ect that will create 62 acres 
of mixed-use buildings and 
greenspace .

Willets Point is “an 
area many thought would 
always remain neglected,” 
Bloomberg said at the news 
conference, which was held 
across the highway from 
the pockmarked, puddle-

strewn streets of the neigh-
borhood that is mostly com-
prised of auto shops.

The construction proj-
ect will create sewers and 
then plug them into the 
city’s network to deal with 
both rainwater and sewage, 
according to Seth Pinsky, 
president of the city Eco-
nomic Development Corp., 

which is overseeing the 
project.

“Willets Point is en-
tirely off the grid,” he said 
at the conference. 

Due to contaminated 
soil at the site, the city 
was not able to install the 
sewers until an area-wide 
remediation plan was in 
place, he said.

Other lawmakers, in-
cluding City Councilwomen 
Karen Koslowitz (D-Forest 
Hills) and Julissa Ferreras 
(D-East Elmhurst), praised 
the mayor’s vision for the 
blighted triangle, both say-
ing it was historically a bad 
area where women were 
advised not to even walk 
past.

But Mir Nasratullah, 
who owns an auto body 
shop in Willets Point, said 
that was a gross mischar-
acterization of the area.

Half of his customers 
are women — many even 
bring their children — 
and they have always been 
treated just fine, he said.

Nasratullah’s objec-
tion to how the neighbor-
hood is portrayed is similar 
to points raised by Willets 
Point United, a group of 
property owners opposed 
to the redevelopment of the 
area and how the city is pro-

State Sen. Toby Stavisky (l.-r.), City Councilwoman Julissa Ferreras, 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Borough President Helen Marshall 
break ground on a $50 million sewer project in Willets Point. 

Photo by Joe Anuta

American Airlines fi les for Chapter 11
BY IVAN PEREIRA

 
Elected officials in southeast 

Queens say they are not too worried 
about American Airlines’ bankrupt-
cy negatively affecting the neighbor-
hood’s commerce, but they will be 
keeping a close eye on their future 
operations.

The airline’s parent company, 
AMR Corp., filed for Chapter 11 reor-
ganization bankruptcy last week due 
to a growing debt it incurred over the 
rising costs of operations, the com-
pany said. Despite the financial bur-
dens, the airline will keep flying its 
aircraft to various destinations and 
operate its major terminal at John F. 
Kennedy International Airport.

“American is committed to con-
tinuing to provide our customers with 
the excellent service and safe, reliable 
travel experience they expect from 
us,” the airline said in a statement.

U.S. Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-
Jamaica) said he was not surprised 
with American’s decision since other 
major carriers, including Delta and 
United Airlines, have filed for Chap-
ter 11 over the last 10 years.

He noted that the other airline 
companies have remained in busi-
ness despite filing for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy protection from creditors 
due to in their work  at JFK.

“I would think in order for it to 
remain competitive it would have to 
keep up its operations at Kennedy — 
especially the international opera-
tions,” he said of American.

The airline has not indicated 
whether or not staff cuts are immi-
nent as part of the restructuring, but 
Meeks and City Councilman James 
Sanders (D-Laurelton) said they did 
not think it would affect the thou-
sands  of Queens residents who work 
for American at JFK.

“It is merely a matter of a paper 

reorganization. Those implications 
have little effect on us,” Sanders said.

The councilman said the airline 
has a major “cash cow” at the airport 
with Terminal 8, which it completely 
renovated four years ago. Sanders 
said the terminal is still operating 
well and could be  lucrative for the 
airline.

“No one gets rid of their cash cow 
unless they are truly at their end of 
days,” he said.

Creating that cash cow, however, 
may have created  American’s current 
financial situation.

The bond yields on $800 million 
American secured to make the ter-
minal increased from 8 percent in 
October to 11 percent last month and 
ultimately crippled their finances, ac-
cording Reuters.

The Port Authority, which runs 
JFK, said American would continue 
to fly as normal while it works on 
its restructuring, but court papers 
show the agency may also be in fi-
nancial trouble because of American 
Airlines’ bankruptcy. The PA is one 
of the creditors listed in American’s 
bankruptcy filing along with the oth-
er cities where the airline has major 
hubs.

An American Airlines employee works 
at the counter of the airline’s gate at 
LaGuardia Airport. The Port Authority has 
said American’s bankruptcy will not affect 
its operations at the two Queens airports. 

AP Photo-Seth Wening

Continued on Page 46



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 8-14, 2011 

WE

27

Flushing, New York, December 8, 
2011 – How can senior citizens find 
out what it’s like to live at Flush-
ing House, their friendly neighbor-
hood retirement residence? 
 Simple! Stay with us for an 
inexpensive Two Week Stay, and 
find out what the hubbub is about.
We invite you to experience the 
warm and caring lifestyle of our 
unique senior community, for an 
incredible low price! 
 Come enjoy a comfortable 
furnished apartment, with conti-
nental breakfast, lunch and dinner 
served in our dining room, house-
keeping, 24-hour security, tons of 
entertainment and activities, and 
much more. And all this for only 
$30 per night! Yes, that’s right, 
just $390 for two weeks. ($50 for 
couples!)
 We believe our incredible 
Two Week Stay promotion is the 

best value in the five boroughs and 
on Long Island! And, once you’ve 
experienced Flushing House, we’re 
sure you’ll agree this is the finest 
residence for independent adult 
living.
 Please be advised that we 
only have a limited number of stu-

dios available for Two Week Stays, 
and applicants must be pre-quali-
fied. Also, our promotional cam-
paign is good only through Janu-
ary 31st, 2012. So, please call for 
your pre-qualification interview, 
and to reserve your Two Week 
Stay. 

 Call Nancy Rojas at (347) 
532-3026 or Marlo Molano at 
(347) 532-3016, or call our toll-
free number at (888) 987-6205.
To check out our new Two Week 
Stay video, copy and paste this 
link into your browser:
http://youtu.be/braX1Lz_nLI.
 Flushing House, the inno-
vative retirement residence built 
in 1974, was one of the first to of-
fer older adults independent living 
with supportive services on-prem-
ises. As a not-for-profit organiza-
tion, our mission is: To provide a 
safe, enjoyable and affordable re-
tirement experience for our resi-
dents.
Please visit our website:
www.flushinghouse.com.
38-20 Bowne Street 
Flushing, NY 11354
Contact: Robert F. Salant, 
347-532-3025, rsalant@uam.org

Flushing House offers incredible two week stay
ADVERTISING

Photo by Rob Salant

Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

It’s Our Mission.
Quality Health Coverage

To find out if you are eligible for one of our government-sponsored health insurance programs, call Fidelis Care at:

1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org 1-866-435-9521

• Health insurance coverage for adults 19-64 
in New York State who qualify  

• Checkups with your own doctor
• X-rays and lab tests
• Hospital and emergency care
• Dental and vision care
• Speech and hearing services
• Behavioral health services
• More than 43,000 quality providers 

Family Health Plus is a New York State-sponsored
health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care. 
Some services require a copayment.

Family Health Plus with Fidelis Care
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Shop Myrtle Avenue (between Wyckoff Ave., & Fresh Pond Rd.)
& Enjoy Our Holiday Lights & Music Throughout December

Many stores
will be open late

during the
holiday season.
Check individual 
stores for hours

WHERE
SANTA SHOPS!!

FREE CANDY 
CANES

Sunday, Dec. 11th, 12pm–2pm
Venditti Square

(Myrtle Ave, & Nicholas Ave.)

Visit the

Ridgewood

Website

www.Ridgewood-NY.com
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Santa 
Pictures
Bring  Your Own Camera

Watch for the Myrtle Avenue

Christmas Savings Guide 
Dec 8th & Dec 9th

delivered in the Ridgewood area featuring
MONEY SAVING COUPONS &

The  Myrtle Avenue store listing
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BY ALAN KRAWITZ

At age 25, Douglaston native Neil Davis 
is already an accomplished musician, having 
recently released his debut, self-produced al-
bum, “In My Mind,” a compilation of 10 pia-
no-driven pop/rock songs. 

“Producing and releasing my own debut 
album was a dream come true for me, a 

product of my vision and lots of hard 
work,” said Davis, who used all 

his own money to fund the 
project. “I wanted the al-
bum to be all my creation 
— both creatively and fi-
nancially.”

Davis, who in 2004 
was part of the first class 
to graduate from Frank 
Sinatra High School 
for the Arts in Astoria, 
founded by legendary 
singer Tony Bennett, 
has been working hard 
to translate his love of 
music into a career.

In only a few short 
years, Davis has al-
ready made musical 
inroads by playing 
established New York 
City venues, including 
The Bitter End, Rock-
wood Music Hall, Pianos 
and The Living Room.

A self-taught musi-
cian, Davis traces his 
musical ability back 
to age 5, when he was 
given a 23-key piano. 
He has since developed 
his skill by leaps and 
bounds, featuring piano 
on “In My Mind,” as 
well as keyboard, organ 

and a vintage Wurlitzer.
While Davis said that 

part of his inspiration to 
write comes from his own life 

experiences and the ability 
to “tell his story through 
music,” he also has many 
artists he admires and 

draws creative energy from.
“I really love Adele and 

also Lady Gaga. They’re both 

great artists and they’ve helped to inspire 
me,” said Davis, who also is a lover of live 
music of all types from pop and rock to soul. 
Some of Davis’ other musical inspirations 
include Gavin DeGraw, Joss Stone and Bren-
dan James.

Asked about the unique process of self-
producing an album at a time when the mu-
sic industry has undergone sea changes, Da-
vis recalled that it was a learning experience 
from beginning to end.

“Because I was producing the album 
completely on my own and simultaneously 
learning the recording process, I experi-
mented and pulled from different studios to 
create the perfect sound,” said Davis, noting 
that the entire project was recorded in Man-
hattan and then later mixed in a Brooklyn 
studio.

“The industry is in the artist’s hands 
right now. I was able to release an album to-
tally on my own,” Davis said. “I don’t have a 
label now; in fact, I don’t even have a manag-
er. But, I learned so much from producing… 
It was an entire process that gave me tons of 
freedom.”

But Davis said that he is now actively 
seeking a major record label deal and he 
hopes his debut album will serve as a means 
to showcase his music and build a fan base.

Reflecting on how the music industry 
has changed in the last decade, Davis said it 
is much more difficult now for artists to get 
signed by a label.

“It can be extremely hard for two rea-
sons: one is financial — music companies 
have cut back drastically on their spending, 
which leaves little room for new acts; and 
two, each label is seeking a very specific 
sound/act to add to their roster.”

Davis has also tackled marketing him-
self using social media such as Twitter, Face-
book and YouTube to help promote the album 
and connect directly with fans. He said song 
distribution can best be handled online via 
iTunes and Amazon.com.

Lamenting the nostalgic era of albums, 
Davis explained his affinity for vinyl. “I’m 
a total fan of the physical album. It’s such a 
cool experience. I love the artwork, the ex-
perience. Albums and lyrics help bring you 
closer to the artist,” he said. “If it was up to 
me, I’d buy all my music in album form in-
stead of just downloading music online.” 
Physical copies of his album will be available 

Neil Davis, 25, of 
Douglaston, is trying 
to live his dream as 
a musician. 

Photo by Farah Nazz
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BY SUZANNE PARKER

Forest Hills’ commercial strip 
along Metropolitan Avenue has no 
dearth of Italian eateries. With oth-
er cuisines, you can choose from 
one of this or one of that, but when 
it comes to Italian, options range 
from multiple casual pizzerias to 
full-blown white tablecloth estab-
lishments. 

A few have come and gone, but 
most of those still standing have 
endured the test of time. Villa Isa-
bella falls into the latter category. 
Its name was changed from Sara-
bella’s about four years ago when 
it changed hands, but little else, 
including the chef and the menu, 
has.

The décor is sumptuous for 
a neighborhood joint. Gilt-framed 
paintings and mirrors adorn the 
walls, and no horizontal surface is 
spared its own objet d’art. A white 
lacquered baby grand occupies a 
window corner, and a mural-sized 
street scene featuring a restaurant 
called Villa Isabella takes up most 
of one wall. All Bah-Humbug types 
should be forewarned that they re-
ally go to town with their holiday 

decorations.
The menu is a rather predict-

able, slightly up-
dated inventory 
of the Italian hit 
parade. It’s reassuringly familiar 
for those who like that, a tad bor-
ing to those who don’t. Scanning 
for something out of the ordinary, 
we started off with Mozzarella 
en Carozza. They take a foccacia-
type bread, fill it with mozzarella 
and deep fry it. It is quartered and 
served with a piquant tomato sauce 
flavored with garlic, capers. The 
sauce had complexity with a little 
kick, and the mozzarella was nice 
and chewy.

The Caesar salad was an ex-
pert rendition of this classic. Just 
what a Caesar should be.

They do a decent Bolognese 
sauce which can be had over spa-
ghetti, or for $2 more over whole 
wheat spaghetti — huh? I’ve never 
heard of charging extra for whole 
wheat anything, but they evidently 
do here. You can also have your Bo-
lognese sauce over potato gnocchi. 
Don’t. Their gnocchi were gummy 
and mealy when they should have 
been springy. A waste of a very 

pleasant sauce.
Ossobucco lived up to its clas-

sic reputation, braised slowly in an 
earthy brown sauce. The quality of 
the risotto that accompanied the 
veal, which would have been pretty 
decent, was diminished by the care-
less addition of what looked and 
tasted like frozen peas and carrots.

Fillet of sole Piccata was a 
daily special, offered on the prix 
fixe menu. Sole was a tasty riff on 
the more typical veal Piccata, and 
the sauce was flawless. The ac-
companying veggies were also well 
executed with tender-crisp carrots 

and string beans complementing 
roast potatoes.

Our meal concluded with a 
sweet ending of freshly made can-
noli. The filling was more creamy 
than cheesy, and filled to order, 
keeping the pastry nice and crisp. 
Complimentary Sambuca was 
served with our espressos.

The Bottom Line
Villa Isabella serves tradi-

tional Italian fare in festive sur-
roundings. On weekdays they offer 
a three-course prix fixe that deliv-
ers plenty of choice and good value. 
Live piano music happens on week-
ends. Private parties are accommo-
dated, and there are special menus 
for every holiday. The wait staff is 
considerate and professional. Con-
sider Villa Isabella if your office is 
looking for a destination for a holi-
day meal.

Suzanne Parker is the 
TimesLedger’s restaurant critic and 
author of “Eating Like Queens: A 
Guide to Ethnic Dining in America’s 
Melting Pot, Queens, N.Y.” She can 
be reached by e-mail at qnsfoodie@
aol.com.

Mozzarella Carozza served 
at Village Isabella in Forest Hills. 

Photo by Suzanne Parker

Answers in Sports

DINING OUT

Villa Isabella: Good, festive Italian in Forest Hills
Villa Isabella of 

Forest Hills
103-19 Metropolitan Ave

Forest Hills, NY 11375
(718) 575-8999 

www.
villaisabellarestaurant.com 

Price Range: Apps: $6-14, 
Pasta: $14-18, Mains: $16-32 

Cuisine: Classic Italian
Setting: Spacious, glitzy

Service: Professional, 
attentive.

Hours: Lunch & Dinner daily
Reservations: optional

Alcohol: Full bar
Parking: Valet on weekends

Dress: Casual to dressy
Children: Welcome

Music: Piano on weekends
Takeout: Yes

Credit cards: Yes
Noise level: Acceptable

Handicap accessible: Yes
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Christmas Eve
“Feast of the Seven Fishes”

Prix Fixe Menu- $49pp

á la carte specials 

also available

New Year’s Eve
“Welcome 2012”

Holiday Party seating at 9pm

Prix Fixe Menu- $52pp

á la carte menu seating until 7pm

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, Douglaston, NY 11363
www.giardinos.com

Love Cooking?

Love Italy?

O N E  O F  T H E  W O R L D ’ S  L E A D I N G  C U L I N A R Y  C E N T E R S 

�  �  �  �  �

You’re going to love our exclusive Italian 
culinary study abroad program with 10 weeks  

in New York and 18 weeks in Italy.

Come discover what makes our Italian  
program a “life changing” experience while  
enjoying an incredible chef demonstration,  

and delicious Italian cuisine and wine.

Private tours are available from 6 - 7pm

email: success@intlculcenter.com

Thursday, Dec 15th, 7-8pm
RSVP to 888.324.2433

>Where Successful Chefs Start.™
Italian

I N T E R N A T I O N A L C U L I N A R Y C E N T E R . C O M
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This being my last col-
umn for 2011 and as a spe-
cial holiday treat — at least 
for me — I will share with 
you some of my random 
opinions, some of which 
may have something to do 
with theater but all under 
the heading of “Rants & 
Raves.”

You kids out there may 
not know who Jimmy Can-

non was — he died almost 
40 years ago — but he was 
a popular sportswriter for 
several of the New York 
tabloids who, on occasion, 
would meet his column 
deadline with a number of 
non-sports subjects start-
ing with the phrase “No-
body asked me, but…” Well, 
nobody asked me, either.

Why don’t the local 
theater groups get together 
to coordinate show dates 
and publicity?

As we all know, attract-
ing an audience is always a 
challenge, especially with 
limited resources, so a unit-
ed effort to get the word out 
makes a lot of sense. About 
25 years ago, there was 

something called Queens 

Theatre Network. It ran 
a one-act play festival, had 
some good ideas and good 
intentions, but it didn’t last 
too long. Perhaps someone 
out there will rise to the 
challenge.

The weekly papers 
could help promote local 
theater by expanding their 
coverage. Getting into the 
dailies is close to impos-
sible, although on Sundays, 
if you part with five bucks 
for The New York Times, 
you’ll see listings for Long 
Island shows in the Metro-
politan section. But noth-
ing for Queens.

I’m a technophobe, 
one of the last few without 
a cellphone. I get frantic 
when I see all the kids, 
and older, constantly us-
ing their handheld devic-
es wherever they go and 
whomever they’re with. So 
it’s not surprising that an 
entity — socialsklz — was 
recently created to teach 
the younger generation, for 
a fee, such skills as how to 
start a conversation, pa-
tience and thoughtfulness, 
self-control, respect and 
consideration, and dining 
and phone manners. You 
know, the stuff we learned 
naturally a long time ago.

The golden age of 
musicals is no more, and 
nearly all the new shows 

are hardly worth your time 
and the money it will cost 
you. So-called “priority 
seating” tickets 
for some of the 
current ones are 
in the $400 range! Revivals 
are plentiful with memora-
ble music and make-sense 
lyrics. There’s Stephen 

Sondheim for you high-
brow types, and for hum-
mable tunes, there’s Jerry 

Herman, who turned 80 
this year. “Hello, Dolly!”, 
“Mame,” “La Cage aux 
Folles,” and for us cultists, 
“Mack & Mabel,” are al-
ways welcomed back.

Discounted tickets 
for Broadway are usually 
available, but the producers 
withhold the better seats for 
full-price customers. That’s 
why you’ll often see some 
empty center seats a few 
rows ahead of you. Wait ‘til 
the lights go down, move up, 
and hope some latecomers 
don’t throw you out. And 
at the curtain call, please 
shun the standing ovation, 
now all too common — save 
it for something truly ex-
ceptional.

A character in one of 
my favorite plays, Eugene 

O’Neill’s “The Iceman 
Cometh,” complains about 
“no foundation.” A recent 
AARP Bulletin editorial 
expressed similar concern 
about the state of our na-

tion’s foundation “with a 
fragile economy, a dysfunc-
tional government, deval-

ued institutions and 
angry, dispirited citi-
zens.” Meanwhile the 

political class is focused 
mainly on getting elected 
and re-elected, and raising 
the money to do so. What’s 
best for the country doesn’t 
get done. Occupy, anyone?

Some numbers have 
caught my attention. Over 
the Thanksgiving long 
weekend, it’s estimated 
that half the population 
went holiday shopping, 
which is why, I guess, that 
the generic greeting this 
time of year is “Happy Holi-
days.” However, less than 1 
percent of the population is 
in military service, while 

the war in Afghanistan is 
costing $2 billion a week.

Before I fall off my 
soapbox and run out of 
space, let me end on a more 
hopeful note, wishing 
Happy Birthday to grand-
daughter Addison, 2 years 
old on Christmas Eve.

Contact Ron Hellman 
at rbh24@Columbia.edu.

Ronald B. 
Hellman 

■

The Play’s 
The Thing

A return to the Queens Theatre Network in 2012?

By GFR Associates • • • Visit our web site at www.gfrpuzzles.com

Quotable Quote

Across
  1. Half a ’60s pop quartet 
  6. “I ___ shocked as you are!” 
10. All-around athlete Thorpe 
13. Bacteria in an outbreak 
14. Prefix with logical 
16. 10 of calendars 
17. The Hurricane
19. “__ So Shy” 
      (Pointer Sisters hit) 
20. Clipper or cutter 
21. Brave 
23. New Mexico Art colony 
25. Forsaken or bereft 
26. More sizable, briefly. 
29. Fights like Aaron Burr 
32. Brand of chips 
34. “Don’t have ___, man!” 
36. Classic Vegas hotel 
37. Awards host 
39. 1st name at ’72 Olympics 
40. Churchill sign 
41. Fleming and Woosnam 
42. Goes after 
44. Basin filler 
46. Flat tire indicator 
47. At no charge 
48. Phony duck 
50. “___ Haw!” 
51. Common canine 
53. 1940s Red Scare org. 
55. Some carry-on items 
58. Campfire goodies 
62. ___ Lingus 
63. Coal Miner’s Daughter
65. Mai ___ 
66. W.W. II bomber ___ Gay 
67. India’s official language 
68. AWOL arresters 
69. Beach nos. 
70. “... ___ of robins...” 

Down
  1. Bygone talk show VIP 
  2. Miss ___ (err onstage) 
  3. Angry throngs 
  4. “He’s making ___ ...” 

  5. Irish singer O’Connor 
  6. Psychiatrists’ org. 
  7. Former Bills coach Levy 
  8. “___ girl!” 
  9. Bit of pasta 
10. Walk the Line
11. “Law & Order: S.V.U.” 
        actor 
12. Chain abbr.? 
15. Baltimore athlete 
18. Leverage
22. Last answer in 
      Slumdog Millionare
24. Waited on 
26. Cambodia neighbor 
27. Common musical symbol 
28. 61*
30. Camelot composer 
31. The King’s ___
33. The Sixth ___
35. “Pay attention!” 
38. Being, in Latin 
43. Come to terms 
45. Awaken rudely 
49. Harley competitor 

52. Animated characters 
54. Gen. Powell 
55. “... one giant ___ 
       for mankind” 
56. Actor’s cane, e.g. 
57. “Note to ___ …” 
59. Cub legend Sandberg 
60. Breaks off 
61. Bad mood 
62. 24-hr. bank 
64. Helpers of profs 

    I can find my
   biography in every
   fable that I read !

Ralph Waldo Emerson

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TIME  IN

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERSBy Bill Deasy

TimesLedger Newspapers
Dec. 8-14, 2011

Biopics
W

A

STAGE 

for purchase at all of his upcoming gigs for 
$12. 

While still a relative newcomer to 
the music business, Davis has already 
performed for and with some iconic enter-
tainers, including Tony Bennett, Britney 
Spears and Beyonce. He has also performed 
for Nelson Mandela at a United Nations 
fund-raiser as well as opening for the Dave 
Matthews Band in Central Park in 2005 in 
front of tens of thousands of people.

Looking ahead, Davis said he is pur-
suing music full-throttle. “There’s nothing 
else out there that I want to do. So much of 
who I am is connected to music.”

Davis will next be performing on Dec. 
21 at the Rockwood Music Hall, 196 Allen 
St. in Manhattan, starting at 8 p.m. He will 
also be returning to Frank Sinatra High 
School for the Arts on Feb. 16 at 8 p.m. 

for a special performance to celebrate the 
school’s 10th birthday.

For more information on Neil Davis’s 
upcoming performances and music, visit 
www.neildavismusic.com.

Continued from Page 29

Neil Davis’s “In My Mind” was self-produced and 
available on iTunes and Amazon.com. 

Cover image by Chris Owyoung



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 8-14, 2011 

WE

33

www.tasteofcochin.com

We serve North Indian & South Indian Cuisine

We also offer Take-Out and Catering Services for Corporate and Private Parties!
Newly Renovated Party Hall available (104 persons capacity)

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices
OPERATIONAL HOURS
Mon - Thur: 11:30AM - 9:30PM
Fri - Sat: 11:30AM - 10:00PM
Sunday: 11:30AM - 9:30PM

DAILY LUNCH BUFFET
Mon - Fri: 11:30AM - 3:30PM
Sat - Sun: 11:30AM - 3:30PM

Taste of Cochin is all about representing 
Traditional Indian Cuisine with a fresh, 
vibrant twist. Exotic spices are blended 
with fresh  ingredients then slow cooked, 
infusing our food wh unique Indian flavors. 

Unlike traditional Indian resataurants, 
Tastes of Cochin prepares your order 

FRESH for you! Submerge your senses 
in the world of Indian Fusion and enjoy 

the ultimate fine dining experience.

10% OFF
TAKE OUT ONLY

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.

Exp. 3/25/12 
Not to be combined 

with any other coupons.
Exp. 3/25/12 

Not to be combined 
with any other coupons.

15% OFF
EAT-IN

$1. OFF
LUNCH BUFFET
Mon to Fri

11:30 – 3 PM

Authentic tastes from the Land of Spices

All Entries Include: Salad, Side Dish, Coffee and Dessert

Come Celebrate with

Daily Weekday Specials
Tuesday through Friday

Prefixed Lunch Special 
 $1695 Per Person

Tuesday Night 
Lobster Dinner Special 

$1995 Per Person

Wednesday 
Night’s 
are Ladies Night

New Year’s Eve
 Is right around the corner the party starts at 10pm 

Make your reservations now!

13-46  127TH STREET, COLLEGE POINT 917.563.5352

The evening includes a fixed Menu Dinner Party w/live Music, Party Favors & dancing
* An open bar from 10pm-1am is included in the New Year’s Eve Package only

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND PRICING CONTACT BABY RAYS

Call Now For Holiday and Christmas Parties. We are open on Christmas Eve and are serving dinner on New Year’s Eve from 4PM -7:30PM

Lunch served  12-4pm, Tue-Sat, 12-3pm sun, Dinner  served 5-10pm Tue, Wed, Thur 5-11pm Fri & Sat, 4-10pm sun. 
Happy Hour 4-7pm Tue-Fri. Friday & Saturday Nights Live Entertainment

$50 Open bar 10-1 in Bar area only

$100 Prefixed 

Meal w/ 

Open bar 10-2

Rumors —  The Bayswater 
Players resent Neil Simon’s 
comedy play.
When: Dec. 8 and 10, 8 pm; Dec. 
4, 3 pm; Dec. 11, 7 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish 
Center, corner of Dickens 
Street and Healy Avenue, Far 
Rockaway
Contact: (516) 239-2632

Arts on Stage —  RSVP. Shows 
include “Snow White,” “Tribute 
to Michael Jackson,” “Black 
Nutcracker,” “Caribbean 
Holidays,” “Holiday Tales” and 
“Christmas Carol.”
When: Dec. 8, 9, 13 and 14, 10 am 
and 11:45 am
Cost: $8
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 
56th Ave., Bayside 
Contact:  info@aosny.com (718) 
266-0202  
Website: visitqpac.org

Anon(ymous) —  A modern 
retelling of “The Odyssey.”
When: Dec. 8, 9 and 10, 7:30 pm
Cost: $10, $5 for seniors, $3 
QCC faculty and students
Where: Queensborough 
Performing Arts Center, 222-05 

56th Ave., Bayside 
Website: visitqpac.org

Flamenco & Lorca —  A 
fl amenco tribute to Garcia 
Lorca.
When: Fridays and 
Saturdays, 8 pm, 
Sundays, 4 pm, until 
Sunday, Dec. 11
Where: Thalia Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside
Contact: (718) 729-3880
Website: www.thaliatheatre.org

With Over Two Pieces of 
Luggage —  A Cypriot, a Greek 
and an American walk into a 
theater… And so begins one of 
the most touching, nostalgic 
and heartfelt anecdotes ever 
told at the Greek Cultural 
Center, and which we will have 
the pleasure of enjoying during 
the upcoming winter theatrical 
season.
When: Through Dec. 11, Fridays 
and Saturdays at 8 pm, Sundays 
at 4 pm 
Cost: $20 Adults ($15 children 
and seniors) 
Where: Greek Cultural Center, 
26-80 30th St., Astoria 

Website: www.
greekculturalcenter.org

Little Women —  Book by Allan 
Knee, lyrics by Mindi Dickstein, 
music by Jason Howland and 
directed by Taryn Turney.
When: Dec. 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16 

and 17, 7:30; Dec. 11 and 
17, 2:30 pm
Where: The Secret 

Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., Long 
Island City
Contact: (718) 392-0722
Website: www.secrettheatre.
com

A Caribbean Christmas 
Carol —  Black Spectrum 
Theatre presents “A Caribbean 
Christmas Carol” written by 
Jaqueline Wade. Like the classic 
story, “A Caribbean Christmas 
Carol” is about a miserly 
plantation owner who employs 
many inhabitants of a fi ctitious 
Caribbean island.
When: Saturday, Dec. 10, 8 pm & 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 8 pm
Where: Black Spectrum 
Theatre, 119 Ave. at Merrick 
Boulevard, Jamaica
Contact: (718) 723-1800
Website: www.blackspectrum.
com

STAGE 
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248-08 Union Turnpike, 
Bellerose, NY 11426 

718-347-3900 www.tasteofcochin.com

www.belmondorestaurant.com

79-32 Metropolitan Ave, Middle Village
718-894-1024 
 718-894-1020

Guide toDINING

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante

BAYSIDE 
211-37 26th Avenue

www.bensdeli.net

44-37 Douglaston Parkway, 
Douglaston

718-428-1090
www.giardinos.com

Zum Stammtisch
69-46 Myrtle Avenue Glendale, NY  (718) 386-3014

German &

Bavarian 

Food
www.zumstammtisch.com

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com

718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., 

Little Neck

45-52 Bell Blvd • Bayside
718-428-9727 (WRAP)

Full menu at 
www.mmmthatsawrap.com

L’Italiano Trattoria
216-01 Horace Harding Expressway, Bayside 

718-224-2536 | www.litalianotrattoriany.com
I TAL IAN CUISINE COOK ING CLASSES-GIF T CERT IF ICATES AVA IL ABLE

254-35 HORACE HARDING EXPWY
 LITTLE NECK, NY 11362

718.229.1503 CATERING  FOR PARTIES

RESTAURANT

Mamma’s 
Pizza & Restaurant 

47-40 Bell Blvd.
Bayside, 

718-279-0808

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

For Reservations Call 
(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

i h T ik � Fl l P k NY

230 Jericho Turnpike, 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
T: 516-354-8185 
F: 516-354-8190

 www.BobsNY.com

Mediterranean 
Seafood & Grill

38-11 BELL BLVD.
BAYSIDE

718-279-1606
Open 7 days noon-11pm

To be featured in our Guide To Dining call: 
Mary Leary

ITALIAN

La Parma
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK LUNCH 
& DINNER - (Closed Monday)RESTAURANT

STEAK & SEAFOOD GRILL

13-46  127th Street, College Point | 917.563.5352

Ducale Ristorante Italiano

160-24 Willets Pt. Blvd., Whitestone, NY 11357 718.281.4210 or 4211

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

 26-15 Francis Lewis Blvd., Flushing 
T:718-352-0298

Pick up and full Delivery Service 
Free delivery $15 minimum order

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

Bourbon Street  
Celebrate the spirit of our Traditional Cajun cuisine

Open 7am-11pm 

Tel.: 718.746.6761
14921 14th Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357

www.whitestonediner.com

WHITE
STONE

To be featured in our Guide To 
Dining call for information: 

Mary Leary: 718.260.4537
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36 Fiancée urges Kelly to terminate Sean Bell shooter
BY IVAN PEREIRA

 
For the last five years, 

Nicole Paultre-Bell has 
yearned for justice in the 
50-shot shooting that took 
her fiance´’s life, but after 
an NYPD judge called for 
the removal ofé the under-
cover police officer who 
fired, the teary-eyed moth-
er of two said her calls were 
answered at a bittersweet 
price.

“If I had a chance to 
speak with him, I would 
let him know he caused so 
much pain,” she said of De-
tective Gescard Isnora.

The final word on 
the officer’s fate, however, 
comes down to Police Com-
missioner Raymond Kelly, 
who had not made a deci-
sion about Deputy Commis-
sioner Martin Karopkin’s 
ruling by press time Tues-
day. 

 Paultre-Bell, who 
talked about the Nov. 30 de-
cision at the Rev. Al Sharp-
ton’s National Action Net-
work offices in Harlem last 
Thursday, said she is most 
disappointed that the five 
officers who killed Sean 
Bell and seriously wounded 

his two friends, Joseph Guz-
man and Trent Benefield, 
were never incarcerated 
for their roles and were still 
on the force.

“They didn’t show any 
honor or dignity to Sean, 
Trent and Joe,” she said.

The judge’s decision 
capped the latest develop-
ment in the Nov. 25, 2006 
case. 

Isnora, who fired 11 
shots during the early 
morning incident in Jamai-
ca, and his partner Michael 
Carey, who fired three 
shots, were tried at an in-
ternal Police Department 
procedure to  determine 
whether they violated po-
lice guidelines during the 
shooting.

Bell was celebrating 

his bachelor party the night 
before his wedding at the 
Kalua Cabaret , which was 
being investigated by un-
dercover police officers for 
suspected drug and prosti-
tution operations.

Isnora claimed he 
saw Guzman get into an 
argument outside the club 
during the early morn-
ing hours and heard Bell’s 

friend say he was going to 
get a gun. The detective 
called for backup and fol-
lowed Bell, Guzman and 
Benefield to the corner of 
Liverpool Street and 94th 
Avenue, where Bell had his 
car parked, and soon an un-
marked police van pulled 
up to the bridegroom’s se-
dan.

Bell rammed the police 
van and Isnora, Carey, Mi-
chael Oliver, Marc Cooper 
and Paul Headley opened 
fire at the car, killing Bell 
instantly and seriously 
wounding the other two 
men. No weapon was ever 
found.

The judge ruled that 
Carey should not be re-
moved from the force, but 
he found that Isnora acted 
recklessly by not only open-
ing fire but by also drop-
ping his undercover per-
sona when he was pursuing 
Bell and his entourage.

Oliver, who fired 31 
shots and reloaded, and 
Marc Cooper, who fired 
four shots, were acquitted 
on manslaughter and reck-
less endangerment charges 
and are both negotiating 
with the department to re-

tire instead of facing a de-
partmental trial, according 
to the Detectives Endow-
ment Association. Carey, 
who fired three times, and 
Headley, who fired once 
and has left the force, were 
not criminally charged.

Queens Supreme Court 
Justice Arthur Cooperman 
acquitted the three indict-
ed officers in a bench trial 
in the spring of 2008.

Bell’s mother, Valerie, 
praised Karopkin’s deci-
sion because she said to 
this day she cannot believe 
the officers were found not 
guilty in criminal court.

“The [NYPD] judge 
should have been the judge 
in the criminal case,” she 
said.

The Detectives Endow-
ment Association did not 
return phone calls asking 
for comment.

Paultre-Bell, the moth-
er of Bell’s two daughters, 
Jada, 8, and Jordan, 5, said 
she would like to meet with 
the commissioner before 
he makes his decision, but 
said her faith has led her 
to believe that the officers 
will pay for their actions by 
a higher authority.

BY HOWARD KOPLOWITZ

Republican presi-
dential frontrunner Newt 
Gingrich met with Queens 
GOP Chairman Phil Ragu-
sa during a stop in Staten 
Island Saturday, and while 
Ragusa heaped glowing 
praise on the former House 
speaker, he stopped short of 
backing him.

Gingrich, a former 
Georgia congressman and 
House speaker in the early 
1990s, vaulted past former 
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt 
Romney in national polls in 
recent weeks to claim the 
top spot among Republican 
primary voters.

Gingrich made an ap-
pearance at the Staten Is-
land Hilton before a crowd 
of Tea Party voters.

New York is such a re-

liably Democratic state in 
presidential politics that 
 candidates of both parties 
barely make any appear-
ances here except for rais-
ing funds from deep-pock-
eted city residents. 

The last time a Repub-
lican presidential contend-
er won the state’s electoral 
votes was Ronald Reagan 
in 1984.

“I am extremely 
pleased Newt Gingrich 
took time out to talk with 
me and some of my Queens 
leadership team to discuss 
his plans,” Ragusa said in a 
statement Monday. “Clearly 
the speaker appreciates the 
important role Queens con-
tinues to play, and he dem-
onstrated a keen knowledge 
of the concerns of Queens’ 
voters.

“Newt Gingrich is a 
strong and very impressive 
candidate and is someone I 

think the American people 
would have great confi-

dence in when it comes time 
to turn around our failing 
economy and put America 
back on the right track.”

Gingrich’s visit to the 
city came a week after City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R-
Ozone Park) was selected to 
head Romney’s campaign 
in the city.

Queens GOP spokes-
man Robert Hornak said 
Ragusa has not backed a 
candidate for president yet.

“This is not an en-
dorsement and there’s no 
final decision made,” Hor-
nak said.

But a source familiar 
with Ragusa’s thinking 
said, “Phil is leaning to-
ward Gingrich.”

Ragusa said Gingrich 
has “an incredible com-
mand of the issues.

“Even former Presi-

dent Clinton described 
Speaker Gingrich as a 
problem solver and the 
thought of him debating 
Obama is almost irresist-
ible,” he said. “One thing is 
clear — a mere month to go 
before the Iowa caucus, the 
field is thinning and Newt 
Gingrich is demonstrating 
his experience and intellec-
tual vigor. I look forward to 
discussing the Republican 
slate with my leadership in 
the coming week. It is great 
that we have such a strong 
field!”

The state’s presiden-
tial primary is scheduled 
for April 24.

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

Sean Bell’s mother Valerie (from l.), his fiancée, Nicole Paultre-Bell, and her mother, Laura Paultre, 
talk among themselves before discussing a commissioner’s recommendation to fire one of the offi-
cers who opened fire at the bridegroom. Photo by Ivan Pereira

Gingrich talks about campaign with Ragusa at event on Staten Island

Queens GOP Chairman Phil Ragusa (l.) shakes hands 
with Republican presidential candidate Newt Gingrich. 

Photo courtesy Queens Republican Party
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569 Plandome Rd. Manhasset, NY 11030 • (516) 365-9591

Licensed & Bonded | Open Tuesday - Saturday 10
am

-6
pm

We pay for:

Gold & Silver Coins

Diamonds of any Shape and Size

Gold Watches, Signed Jewelry, 

14K, 18K, Platinum Jewelry, 

Antique, Estate, Costume Jewelry, 

Sterling Silver Flatware, 

Writing Instruments, 

Scrap Gold

www.ligoldbuyer.com

631.656.2110            305 N. Service Road  Dix Hills, New York 11746        www.ftc.edu

•  A U D I O  R E C O R D I N G  T E C H N O L O G Y  •  B R O A D C A S T I N G  •  B U S I N E S S  •  E L E M E N TA R Y  T E A C H E R  E D U C AT I O N  •  F I L M / V I D E O  
• JOURNALISM• MASS COMMUNICATION • MUSIC TEACHER EDUCATION • MUSIC BUSINESS • MUSIC PERFORMANCE  • THEATRE ARTS

www.facebook.com/fivetownscollege

Open House 
  Saturday, December 10 at 1 pm
• Learn about our Degree 

   & Internship Programs 

 • Meet with Admissions & Financial 
     Aid Representatives

   • Presentations & Demonstrations 
        in our Professional Studios

    • Scholarships Available  
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MICHAEL DENDEKKER FUND-RAISER AT DANTE’S IN ELMHURST

DAN HALLORAN FUND-RAISER AT VERDI’S IN WHITESTONE

LITTLE NECK-DOUGLASTON LIONS AT LEONARD’S OF GREAT NECK

2

2

2

6

1

1

1

5

3

3

3

7

4

4

4

8

Vito Lopez, Mike Den Dekker, Marcos 
Crespo and David Weprin

Philip Fierro (l.) and Vito Palmieri

Rod O’Connell, Mary and Linden De Bie

Paul Vallone and Charles McBride

Matthew Di Stafano, John Dorsa, Lillian 
Kowalsky and George Fanjul

Serf Maltese, Dan Halloran, Frank 
Padavan and Dennis Ring

Ed Braunstein, Charles McBride, Carolyn 
Meenan

Carolyn Meenan

Nayibe Nunez-Berger, Ivan Lafayette, 
John Park

Dan Halloran (center) surrounded by his 
office staff

Walter Mugdan, Dan Halloran and Frank 
Padavan

Ralph and Barbara Barba

Joseph Ferramosca, Edward Kalanz, 
Cathy Nolan, Michael Den Dekker, John 
Dorsa and Jose Peralta

Elio Forcina and Mario D’Elia

Ed Braunstein, honorees Rovena 
Schirling, Walter Mugdan, Pattie Rifino 
and Charles McBride

Rod O’Connell, Fred Heitz, Frank Padavan, 
Alvin and Rochelle Dunmsky

FOCUS ON QUEENS
Photos by Dee Richard
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People IN THE NEWS COMPILED BY JOSEPH GARGIULO

Academics

Matthew Harville of St. 
Albans has transferred to Arm-
strong Atlantic State University.

Alicia Fish of Forest Hills 
has entered McDaniel College.

Juliet L. Marsh of Glendale 
has enrolled at Lebanon Valley 
College.

Argina R. Girsang of Sun-
nyside and Marella Y. Romero 
of Jackson Heights have enrolled 
in St. Lawrence University.

Lorenzo R. Sewanan of 
Hollis has been named a 2011-12 
President’s Fellow at Trinity Col-
lege.

Andrew Levy of Bayside 
and Camilo Montes of Corona 
have been named to the honor 
roll of the Hudson Valley Men’s 
Athletic Conference at Berkeley 
College.

Jeannette Neto of Ridge-
wood was named a student am-
bassador at Marist College.

Qadriyyah N. Parsee, Ad-

nan Faruqui and Tennyson G. 

Johnson of Jamaica and Sheetal 

J. Sheth of Bayside have gradu-
ated from Boston University.

Nadia Ackbarali of Bellero-
se is taking part in an internship 
this fall through the Marist Col-
lege Communication Internship 
Program.

Nancy Muyal, Gung T. Lo 
and Rachel Nisanov of Flush-
ing and Sylburn V. Peterkin of 
Jamaica have graduated from Ex-
celsior College.

Briana Floyd of Bayside was 
named to the LIM College spring 
2011 dean’s list.

Yimin Peng of Elmhurst 
was named a Sarah and James 
Bowdoin Scholar at Bowdoin Col-
lege.

Stefan Jose Oliva of Doug-

laston, Ying Lin of Elmhurst, 
Gisselle Perez-Leon of Kew Gar-
dens and Jasmine Chou Hwang 
of Flushing have enrolled in Col-
gate University.

Juliet Marsh of Glendale is 
serving as a student leader at Leb-
anon Valley College this year.

Gary Chin of East Elmhurst 
has been inducted into Ithaca Col-
lege’s Oracle Honor Society.

N’Dea Hallett of Rosedale 
has enrolled in Tufts University.

Jesse Herman of Bayside 
has accepted membership in the 
Golden Key International Honour 
Society.

Connie Calix of Queens 
Village has appeared in SUNY 
Delhi’s College Players fall pro-
duction “The Nerd.”

Christian J. Lapointe of 
College Point, Annibel A. Teja-

da of Ozone Park, Omy Melo of 
Jackson Heights and Taide S. 

Hernandez of Elmhurst are in-
terning through SUNY Oswego.

Krupa Patel of Jamaica has 
been awarded a David Wills Schol-
arship by Gettysburg College.

The following have been 

awarded scholarships at SUNY 
Binghamton: Stephanie C. Diaz

of Richmond Hill; Kristina C. 

Smith and Janice C. McFar-

lane of St. Albans; Matthew L. 

Lugo of Astoria; Laura Park and 
Daniel Yang of Sunnyside; Marc 

C. Wiggins of Long Island City; 
John N. Minami, Pei Qi Yang, 
Wen Hsin Chang, Chunjian 

Liu, Han Wang, Alice Cheung, 
Julia Jin, Liang-You Chen, 
Matthew McMahon, Thomas 

M. McElhenney, Anthea Chen

and Hannah J. Cho of Flushing; 
Alison R. Entin, Christina E. 

Herrmann, Yoon Sun Na, Aylon 

Pesso and Justin Kim of Bayside; 
Gloria O. Kwon, Avalon N. Sie-

gel and Joseph Lee of Oakland 
Gardens; Elie Ogaye of Corona; 
Meifang Jiang and Shirley Yu

of Jackson Heights; Shiqi Che, 
Steven Hoyos, Yangyun Zheng, 
Fanny Chu, Robert Lieng and 
Mingwei W. Chen of Elmhurst; 
Jiujiu Wang, Yulia Shalomov

and Charles K. Young of Rego 
Park; Jason Chen, Qiu M. Kong

and Sadia Hannan of Woodside; 
Cristhy A. Azcona of Ridge-

wood; Aleisha A. Forbes of Cam-
bria Heights; Cynthia Chiduku 
of South Richmond Hill; Rain 

Rashid of South Ozone Park; 
Bonnie Li and Crystal L. Austin 
of Woodhaven; Clarice J. Hamp-

ton of Hollis; Tianna N. Clarke 
and Ting Yan Wong of Jamaica; 
Billy Yang of Howard Beach; 
Danny Choi of Rockaway Park; 
Jasmine A. Pena and Kimberly 

L. Torres of East Elmhurst; Jen-

nifer Lui of Whitestone; Victor 

I. Bota of Maspeth; Chrystal A. 

Mahabir of Fresh Meadows; and 
Vincent Dao of Oakland Gar-
dens.

The following have won state 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein’s 
(D-Bayside) Halloween Essay Con-
test: Joelle Chang, who attends 
school in Whitestone; Cheryl 

Lam, who attends school in Flo-
ral Park; Precious Cintron, who 
attends school in Flushing; and 
Parker Stephenson, who attends 
school in Oakland Gardens.

Yueling Luo Chan of Fresh 
Meadows, Dov Kasirer of Jamai-
ca and Margarita Eisenbach 
and Dafna Zauderer of Flushing 

have graduated from Excelsior 
College.

Jasper Kozak-Miller of 
Jackson Heights has been named 
to the honor roll for the fall term 
at Pomfret School.

Debbian Hay of Ozone Park 
and Kara Gioia of Flushing 
earned academic honors at the 
Dominican College Honors Con-
vocation.

Daniel McGahan of Wood-
side; Magdalena Kierzkowska 
of Ridgewood; Giananthony 

Damasco and Madeline Lo of 
Flushing; and Megan Cifuni, 
Rebecca Warne and Christo-

pher Zipf of Whitestone have 
participated in the Marist College 
“Up ‘til Dawn” fund-raiser for St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal in Memphis.

The following are candidates 
for graduation at SUNY Oswego: 
Paola Palacios of College Point, 
Stephen F. Green of Rosedale, 
Kenny Eng of Woodhaven and 
Anthony J. DiMarco and Glen 

Kelly of Glendale.
University of San Diego stu-

dent Alanna Armstrong of Mid-
dle Village has studied in Vienna, 
Austria.

Benge Li of Middle Village 
and Natasha Lazare of Queens 
Village were named to the Savan-
nah College of Art and Design fall 
2011 dean’s list.

Christian Ventura and Ali-

reza Vaziri of Little Neck, Sam-

uel Jeannite of Jamaica, Jona-

than Baez of Richmond Hill, 
Spozmi Nouri of Ridgewood and 
Christopher Bernaudo of Flush-
ing were selected as resident as-
sistants at Pace University.

AcademicsAcademics

ANDREW LEVY CAMILO MONTESJESSE HERMAN

Births

Army National Guard Pvt. 
Jonnathan A. Meza, son of 
Linares Chamorro of Jamaica, 
has graduated from basic com-
bat training at Fort Sill, Lawton, 
Okla.

Army National Guard Pvt. 
Bernard Alvarez, grandson of 
Raquel Perez of Arverne, has 
graduated from the Basic Field 
Artillery Cannon Crewmember 

Advanced Individual Train-
ing course at Fort Sill, Lawton, 
Okla.

Army Pvt. Josian Ramir-

ez, son of Maritza Gutierrez of 
Jamaica, has graduated from ba-
sic combat training at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Waynesville, Mo.

Army National Guard Pvt. 
Vanessa Zea, daughter of Ma-

ria Zea of Jackson Heights, has 

graduated from basic combat 
training at Fort Sill, Lawton, 
Okla.

Alain Ocampo of Wood-
side, serving with the Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Co. (-) 
3-142nd Aviation, is promoted to 
the rank of private 1st class.

Reginald Best of Ozone 
Park, serving with the Co. D 
1-69th Infantry, is promoted to 

the rank of staff sergeant.
Juan Rocha of Jackson 

Heights, serving with the 1156th 
Engineer Co. Vertical, is pro-
moted to the rank of private 1st 
class.

Francisco Colomer of 
Jackson Heights, serving with 
the 719th Transportation Co. 
(Medium Truck Cargo), is pro-
moted to the rank of sergeant 1st 

class.
David Gonzalez of 

Elmhurst, serving with the 
Headquarters 106th Regiment 
(Regional Training Institute), 
is promoted to the rank of staff 
sergeant.

John Powell of Jamaica, 
serving with the Co. B (-) 642nd 
Support Battalion, is promoted 
to the rank of specialist.

BirthsMilitary
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AfAAAAAAfff• Affordable rates•• fffffffffffoooooorrrrrdddddaaaaaabbbbbblllllleeeeee rrraaaaattttteeeeeessss
• Only minutes from LaGuardia Airport•• OOOOOOnnnnnnnllllllyyyyy m  LaaaaaGGGGGGuuuuuaaaaarrrrrdddddiiiiiiaaaaa AAAAAAiiiiirrrrrpppppooooorrrrrrtttttOnl  minutes from LaGOnnl  mmmmmiiiiinnnnnuuuuutttttteeeeesssss fffffrrrrrooooommmmmm LLLLLLaaa
• Day/Night rates available•• yy///NNN  lleeeeeeDay/Night rates availableDDDDDDaaaaaayyyyy NNNNNNiiiiigggggghhhhhhttttt rrraaaaatttttteeeeesssss aaaaavvvvvaaaaaiiiiilllllaaaaaabbbbbblllllee
• Newly renovated rooms with flat screen tv’s•• NNNNNNeeeeewwwwwlllllyyyyy rrreeeeennnnn  hhh flflflflflflaaaaaattttt ssscccccrrrreeeeeeeeeennnnn ttttvvvv’sssNewly renovated rooms with flN yyy nooooovvvvvaaaaattttteeeeeddddd rrroooooooooommmmmmsssss wwwwwiiiittttthhhhhh
• •• KKKKKKKKKKing size bed and Double bed roomsinnnnngggggg eeee bbbbb     oooommmmmmsssssing size bed and Double bed roomiii gggggg sssiiiiizzzzzeeeee bbbbeeeeeddddd aaaannnnnddddd DDDDDDoooooouuuuubbbbbblllllleeeeee bbbbbeeeeeddddd rrrooooooooo
• Near all major h•• NNNNNNeeeeeaaaarrrrr aaaalllllllllll mmmmmmaaaaajjjooooorrrrrr hall major highways/airportsll aaaajjjjj hhhhhhiiiiigggggghhhhhhwwwwwaaaaayyyyyssss////aaaaaiiiiirrrrrpppppooooorrrrrtttttsssss
• 24 hour front Desk•• 222444444 hhhhhhooooo fffffrrrrr  DDDDDDeeeeeeessssskkkkour front Deskooooouuuuurrrrr rrooooonnnnnnttttt D skkkkkk
• Se Habla Espanol•• SSSSSSeeeeee HHHHHHaaaaaabbbbbbllllllaaaaaa EEEEEEsssppppppaaaaannnnnolabla Espanolb E nnnnooooollllll

711-1111 AAAAssttoorriiaa BBBllvvddd77777711111111-------1111111111111111 AAAAAAAAAAAAssssssssttttttttoooooooorrrrrrrriiiiiiiiaaaaaaaaaa BBBBBBBBBBBBlllllllllllvvvvvvvvvddddddddddddddddddd
EEaasstt EEllmmhhhuurrssttEEEEEEEEEEaaaaaaaaaasssssssstttttttt EEEEEEEEEEllllllllllmmmmmmmmmmmhhhhhhhhhhhuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrsssssssstttttttttt
TTTeell: 711888.227744.228880000TTTTTTTTTTeeeeeeeellllllllll::::::: 77777711111111888888888888......222222277777744444444444.......222222228888888888880000000000000000000000
FFaaxx: 711888.227744.0022888888FFFFFFFFFFFaaaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxx:::::: 7777771111111188888888888......2222222777777444444444444......0000000000022222222228888888888888888888888
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Parking
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and Ask for Ben, or Inez for all your needs
Why Go Out...Our Shop-At-Home Service is Only A Phone Call Away 

Receive A Free Estimate. Please Use Our Convenient

FREE Shop-At-Home Service 718-445-9393

40 Years of Experience 
and Reliability

WINDOW 
TREATMENTS

 Somner® Collection
 Cadence® The New Dimension in Verticals
 Crosswinds® Wood Verticals

 Silhouette® Window shadings
 Silhouette® with PowerRise®
 Vignette® Window shadings
 Vignette® Accents by the Yard™

 Duette® Classic
 Duette® with Simplicity™
 Duette® with EasyRise™
 Duette® with Vertiglide™
 Duette® Opalessence™
 Applause® Honeycomb Shades
 Applause® with EasyRise™
 Applause® with Simplicity™
 Applause® with Vertiglide™

 Modern Precious Metals® Celebrity®
 Modern Precious Metals® 2”Aluminum Blinds

 Brilliance® Pleated shades

Style for your windows, savings 
for you. Hunter Douglas window 
fashions are always a smart choice 
for creating inviting, attractive spaces. 
Now through December 12, 2011, 
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select 
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 
per unit.* Purchase and install their 
energy-efficient Duette® Architella® 
Honeycomb Shades before the end 
of this year, and you may qualify for 
a federal tax credit of up to $500.** 
Ask us for details. 
Clockwise from top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings, 
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb 
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased, the higher applicable rebate amount 
will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a 
salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for 2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is 
recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

17-18 154th St., 
Whitestone, NY 11357

Monday - Saturday 
10am to 5pm

718-445-9393

Visit Our Second 
Location At:

97-18 101st Ave.
Ozone Park 11416

CUSTOM DRAPERIES, UPHOLSTERY & MORE
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If you are one of the millions of Americans with a 
long-term health condition like asthma, this important 
information about flu applies to you. When combined with 
your existing health condition, the flu increases your risk 
of becoming seriously sick, which could result in an unex-
pected and expensive trip to the hospital — or even death.

“We have known for years that flu is a serious dis-
ease, especially for people with certain chronic health 
conditions,” said Dr. Anne Schuchat, assistant surgeon 
general of the U.S. Public Health Service and Director of 
the National Center for Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases.

The burden of flu on people with asthma was demon-
strated in the 2009 flu season, as the world faced its first 
flu pandemic in more than 40 years. Most of the deaths 
from 2009 H1N1 were in people who had at least one health 
condition, like asthma. People with long-term health con-
ditions also were more likely to be hospitalized. The Cen-
ter for Disease Control estimates that nearly 60 percent of 
children and more than 85 percent of adults hospitalized 
with 2009 H1N1 had one or more long-term health condi-
tions or were pregnant.

Of those admitted to the hospital with 2009 H1N1 
illness, asthma was the most common long-term health 
condition, followed by diabetes, chronic cardiovascular 
disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, preg-
nancy, neurological disorders (including stroke or seizure 
disorders in adults), and neuromuscular disorders. People 
who were morbidly obese (extremely overweight) also ap-
peared to be at higher risk for severe 2009 H1N1 in some 
studies.

The message is clear: people with long-term health 
conditions should take action to protect themselves against 
the flu by getting a flu vaccine. This season’s vaccine will 
protect against 2009 H1N1 and two other flu viruses. Safe, 
reliable flu vaccines have been made for decades, and you 
cannot get the flu from the flu vaccine.

Millions of Americans are affected by these condi-
tions, although many people don’t know that they have a 
long-term health condition. For example, diabetes affects 
an estimated 23.6 million Americans, but 5.7 million peo-
ple (24 percent of those who have the disease in the United 
States) don’t even know they have it. Heart disease affects 

an estimated 26.6 million Americans. And asthma affects 
23.4 million Americans. Ask your doctor whether you have 
a health condition that makes you more vulnerable to flu. 
If you do, be sure you get a flu vaccine.

Symptoms of flu include fever (though not everyone 
with flu will have a fever), cough, sore throat, runny or 
stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills, and sometimes 
diarrhea and vomiting.

Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from per-
son to person through the coughing, sneezing, or talking 
of someone with the flu. Flu viruses may also spread when 
people touch something with flu virus on it and then touch 
their mouth, eyes or nose. Many other viruses spread 
these ways, too.

For more information, visit www.flu.gov, www.cdc.gov/

A 2010 nationwide tele-
phone survey of 1,001 asth-
ma patients found that while 
most patients with asthma 
understood the risks as-
sociated with uncontrolled 
asthma, they didn’t always 
act accordingly.

“This finding demon-
strates a serious disconnect 
between the perceived con-
sequences of uncontrolled 
asthma and the necessary 
steps people should take to 
achieve better control,” ex-
plained Dr. Shailen Shah, 
an asthma expert with PA 
Allergy and Asthma Con-
sultants. “Some people be-
lieve that asthma goes away 
when their symptoms do, but 
asthma is a chronic disease. 
The good news is that with 
the appropriate treatment 
regimen, the inflammation 
that causes the symptoms 
may be properly managed.”

Additionally, there are 
simple steps patients can 
take to avoid unnecessary 
complications, beginning 
with an open discussion 
with a physician.

Understanding 
asthma

People with asthma 
suffer from chronic lung in-
flammation, with symptoms 
ranging from coughing and 
wheezing to chest tightness 
and shortness of breath. Ad-
ditionally, asthma triggers 
such as air pollution, smoke, 
pet dander, pollen and mold 
can set off an asthma epi-
sode.

It’s important for pa-
tients to understand that 
when their asthma is under 
control with the help of their 
physicians, through life-
style modifications, and the 
proper use of appropriate 
controller medication, they 
should exhibit few asthma 
symptoms.

Simple steps to 
asthma control

A physician can help 
create an asthma action 
plan and determine if a con-
troller medication, in addi-
tion to a rescue medication, 

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
affects thousands of people each and every 
year. The condition is largely caused by 
smoking or prolonged inhalation of lung 
irritants. There currently is no cure, but 
there are treatments available that can 
slow the progression of the disease.

Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
is a term used to categorize many different 
ailments of the lungs, most especially em-
physema and chronic bronchitis. It occurs 
when there is airway obstruction or simply 
when a person has trouble breathing.

There are certain contributors to the 
disease. These may include:

• Infl ammation of the air passages that 
restricts airfl ow.

• Excessive mucous that restricts air-
fl ow.

• Air sacs, called alveoli, lose elasticity 
and cannot properly infl ate with air.

• Damaged walls between air sacs that 
compromise breathing.

According to the pharmaceutical com-
pany Merck, about 12 million people in the 
United States suffer from the disease. It is 
second only to heart disease as a cause of 
disability that forces people to stop work-
ing. It is the fourth most common cause 
of death, accounting for more than 120,000 

deaths per year in the United States, and 
those death rates are on the rise, with 60 
percent more deaths now attributed to 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
than there were 20 years ago. Men and 
women have equal death rates, though men 
are at a heightened risk for the disease.

In terms of treating the disease, treat-
ment options generally hope to lessen the 
severity of the symptoms. Quitting smok-
ing is the single-most effective way to re-
duce the progression of the disease. Since 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease is a 
progressive disorder, it will only get worse 
over time and could lead to death.

Doctors may prescribe medications for 
individuals with trouble breathing. Bron-
chodilators relax the muscles around the 
airways, helping to open them up and make 
breathing easier. Inhaled glucocorticoster-
oids also may be prescribed. These reduce 
infl ammation in the airways to help im-
prove airfl ow.

There are a number of programs and 
medications available that can help smok-
ers quit. Talking to a doctor or support 
group could be the fi rst step needed to quit 
smoking and reduce the risk or progression 
of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.

Metro Creative Connection

Don’t forget your fl u shots Keep asthma 
under control 
this season

The many faces and devastating effects of COPD
Continued on Page 43
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According to the Na-
tional Cancer Institute, 
lung cancer will claim the 
lives of more than 150,000 
Americans before the end 
of 2011. In Canada, where 
the national population is 
considerably smaller than 
that of the United States, 
lung cancer will still take 
a heavy toll, causing more 
than 20,000 deaths, accord-
ing to the Canadian Cancer 
Society. Meanwhile, Cancer 
Research UK reports that 
within the United King-
dom, lung cancer accounts 
for roughly 6 percent of all 
deaths, and 22 percent of all 
deaths from cancer.

Each of these figures 
illustrates the prevalence 
of lung cancer across the 
globe, and the deadly toll it 
takes on an annual basis. 
While many are quick to as-
sume they will be immune 
to lung cancer if they sim-
ply avoid smoking tobacco, 
the disease is much more 
complex than that, and un-
derstanding it could mean 
the difference between life 
and death.

What causes 
lung cancer?
While the National 

Cancer Institute reports 
that smoking is the leading 
cause of lung cancer, that 
doesn’t mean nonsmokers 
— or those who quit smok-
ing — still aren’t at risk. In 
fact, many additional fac-
tors can increase a person’s 
risk of lung cancer.

Secondhand smoke has 
long been known to be very 
harmful, and no one, not 
even children, is immune 
to its effects. The American 
Cancer Society notes that, 
in the United States alone, 
roughly 3,000 nonsmoking 
adults will succumb to lung 
cancer each year because of 
secondhand smoke. Choos-
ing not to smoke is a good 
decision, but being around 
smokers and breathing in 
their smoke could prove 
just as deadly as smoking. 
The less a person is exposed 
to tobacco smoke, the lower 

their risk for lung cancer.
Another risk factor 

for lung cancer is radon, a 
radioactive gas that cannot 
be seen, smelled or tasted. 
Radon forms in soil and 
rocks, and men and women 
who work in mines could 

be exposed to radon. Radon 
can also be found in homes 
when it pushes its way 
through cracks in floors or 
gaps around service pipes 
or in suspended floors. 
Testing a home for radon is 
inexpensive and won’t take 
much time.

Additional causes of 
lung cancer include air pol-
lution, asbestos, and even 
age. Older people are more 
likely to be diagnosed with 
lung cancer, as are those 
with a family history of 
lung cancer.

Does lung cancer 
have symptoms?

The deadliest form of 
cancer for men and women 
alike, lung cancer is per-

haps so deadly because it 
does not often have many 
symptoms in its early stag-
es. While some symptoms 
might manifest themselves 
in the early stages, most 
will wait until the cancer 
begins to grow before they 
make their presence felt.

As the cancer grows, 
the following symptoms 
might appear:

• A cough that contin-
ues to worsen or won’t go 
away

• Constant chest pain
• Coughing up blood
• A voice that grows 

hoarse
• Frequent infections 

of the lungs, including 
pneumonia

• Constant feelings of 
fatigue

Focus on HealthFocus on Health
Cancer: The toll for not taking care of your lungs

is appropriate.
“Using an asthma ac-

tion plan… can help patients 
stay in the know and in con-
trol of their asthma,” Shah 
stresses. “By understand-
ing proper asthma manage-
ment and appropriate use of 
medications, patients can 
help maintain control over 
their asthma symptoms 
and minimize the risks as-
sociated with uncontrolled 
asthma.”
Metro Creative Connection

Continued from Page 32

Asthma

• Unexplained weight 
loss

Each of these symp-
toms can occur even if a 
person does not have lung 
cancer. However, men and 
women who experience 
any of the above symptoms 
should consult their physi-
cians immediately.

How is lung 
cancer 

diagnosed?
In many cases, indi-

viduals will experience 
one of the aforementioned 
symptoms of lung cancer 
and then visit their doc-
tors. Such a visit should 
be made immediately, and 
men and women should ex-
pect certain tests to be per-
formed upon visiting their 
doctor. In addition to or-
dering some blood work, a 
doctor will likely perform a 
physical exam to check for 
general signs of health and 
listen to breathing. During 
the physical, the doctor is 
likely to check for swollen 
lymph nodes, fluid in the 
lungs, and a swollen liver.

A doctor will also order 
X-ray pictures of the chest 
to detect if there are any tu-
mors or an abnormal fluid 
buildup. A CT scan, which 
takes pictures of the tissue 
inside the chest, will likely 
be taken as well. These pic-

tures can show if there is 
a tumor, abnormal fluid or 
swollen lymph nodes.

When determining if 
a patient has lung cancer, 
a doctor will also enlist 
the help of a pathologist to 
study cell or tissue samples. 
These cells or tissues can 
be collected in a number of 
ways, and a doctor might 
order more than one test.

• Bronchoscopy: A thin, 
lighted tube is inserted 
through the nose or mouth 
into the lung, allowing a 
close exam of the lungs and 
the air passages that lead to 
them. A cell sample can be 
taken with a needle, brush 
or other tool.

• Sputum cytology: 
Sputum, or thick fluid, is 
coughed up from the lungs 
and then checked for can-
cer cells.

• Thoracentesis: A long 
needle is used to remove 
fluid called pleural fluid 
from the chest, and that 
fluid is then checked for 
cancer cells.

• Thoracoscopy: A sur-
geon makes several small 
incisions in the chest and 
back, then looks at the 
lungs and nearby tissue 
with a thin, lighted tube.

More information 
about lung cancer is avail-
able from the National 
Cancer Institute at www.
cancer.gov. 
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BY JOE ANUTA

Every year children 
salivate over new itera-
tions of video or computer 
games, but for two decades 
a small shop in Bayside has 
been providing youngsters 
with low-tech entertain-
ment that a clerk hopes will 
not become obsolete any 
time soon.

Who’s on First is a 
comic book and sports 
memorabilia store on the 
corner of 34th Street and 
Francis Lewis Boulevard 
where kids can go off the 
grid to immerse themselves 
in the fantastic realms of 
superheroes or compete in 
otherworldly card games.

“It’s all a little bit of an 
escape from what’s going 
on,” said John Mangan, a 
clerk at the store.

Mangan was perched 
at the front counter, the 
gatekeeper to a wall of base-
ball cards behind him.

Children and adults 
alike come in on a daily ba-
sis, pick out a pack of cards 
and often immediately as-
sess their value using an 
almanac in the store.

Near the door, a spin-
ning rack holds the latest 
comics, while older issues 
sit in boxes on sale for $1.

The walls are bedecked 
with effigies to baseball 
greats and action figures.

Lots of action figures.
Miniature versions 

of professional wrestlers, 
sports figures and comic 
book characters are stacked 
to the ceiling.

Some figures, like vin-
tage characters from the 
original “Star Trek” series, 

are actually attached to the 
ceiling.

Aside from the identi-
ties of the players and char-
acters, the essence of the 

store‘s offerings have not 
changed much since “Star 
Trek” was a new show in 
the 1960s.

But fantasy card games 

are what give the store its 
character.

Each day after school, 
part of the store becomes a 
kiddie card parlor of sorts, 
where youngsters hash 
out a never-ending battle 
at a card table set up for 
the card games Pokemon, 
Yu-Gi-Oh! and Magic: The 
Gathering.

In each game, the play-
ers use the characters on 
the cards to theoretically 
fight each other.

“It‘s very serious to 
them,” Mangan said.

The games are popular, 
but comic stores like Who’s 
on First are a dying breed, 
according to Mangan.

“In the general vicin-
ity, there are not many of 
us around,” he said, noting 
that the handful of similar 
stores in northeast Queens 

is an anomaly.
Big box stores like 

Target and Wal-Mart sell 
comics, action figures and 
cards as well and have ded-
icated scouts to sniff out 
what is popular, he said.

“It’s hard to compete 
with that,” Mangan said.

The shop instead must 
rely on the children to find 
out what is the new, popu-
lar item.

But more importantly, 
the store provides a meet-
ing place where youngsters 
can discuss their pur-
chases, haggle and barter 
for different items and just 
hang around.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR FUND-RAISERS

John Managan stands in front of an array of baseball cards on sale 
at Who’s on First. Photo by Joe Anuta

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
10th Annual Gala Awards —  Honoring 
Patricia Jampol, Manuel Miranda, William 
Thompson, St. Mary’s Healthcare System, 
Brenda Stuart-Luke, 93.1 AMOR and New 
York State Wide Coalition of Chambers of 
Commerce.
When: Dec. 9, 7 pm
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th St., 
Corona
Contact: (718) 592-5000; 
Website: www.terraceonthepark.com 

Examining the New Tax Landscape 
Seminar —  You are cordially invited to 
a complimentary seminar on Examining 
the New Tax Landscape and its Impact to 
Investors. Featuring guest speaker David 
Casey of Putnam Investments and Keith 
Brady of State Bank. Refreshments will be 
served. Free parking.
When: Dec. 14, 4 pm
Where: Queens Chamber of Commerce, 
75-20 Astoria Blvd., Jackson Heights
Contact: (718) 426-2200 
EAP Fall 10-Week Business Training 
Course —  Develop a fully vetted professional 
business plan completed by the end of the 

course. Learn fi rst-hand where and how to 
conduct research for your business by taking 
a fi eld-trip to the Science, Industry, Business 
Library of New York. Learn from experts and 
specialist who include a lawyer, accountant, 
marketing expert, and technology consultant.
When: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 pm 
through Dec. 15
Cost: $300
Where: Queens Borough Hall 120-55 
Queens Blvd Room G110 Kew Gardens, NY 
11424 
Contact: Franklin Mora fmora@queensn.
org (718) 263-0546  
Website: www.queensny.org/business/
programs/eap

Powerful You! Women’s Network 
—  A new Queens chapter of the national 
organization that empowers and supports 
women in their business, personal and 
spiritual lives.
When: Third Tuesday each month, noon 
to 2 pm
Cost: Members and fi rst-time attendees 
$30, nonmembers $40; includes lunch
Where: Giardino, 44-37 Douglaston Pkwy., 
Douglaston

Contact: Gayle Naftaly, gnaftaly@
accessoffi ce.net, (718) 217-0009
Website: www.powerfulyou.com

Power Networking Group —  Led by 
Harvey G. Beringer
When: Every Wednesday, 7 am
Cost: $10 for breakfast
Where: Jackson Hole Diner, 35-01 Bell 
Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Harvey G. Beringer at HGBCPA@
aol.com or (718) 423-0427

BNI T.N.T. (The Networking Titans) 
Weekly Meeting —  BNI is a business and 
professional networking organization 
that allows only one person per 
professional classifi cation or specialty 
to join a chapter. BNI provides positive, 
supportive and structured environment to 
further business through word of mouth 
marketing. Contact chapter president 
Martin Koos to arrange a visit.
When: Thursdays, 7 am to 8:30 am
Where: Clearview Park Golf Course, 202-12 
Willets Point Blvd., Bayside
Contact: Martin Koos (516) 488-8877, Ext. 
15

Bayswater Jewish Center Thrift Sale —  Clothing, 
kitchenware, appliances, bric-a-brac, linens and lots more!
When: Thursday, Dec. 15, 7 pm; Sunday, Dec. 18, 12 pm & 
Monday, Dec. 19, 4 pm
Where: Bayswater Jewish Center, 2355 Healy Ave., Far 
Rockaway

APEC 2011 Green Gala —  Pre-register. The Alley Pond 
Environmental Center’s annual fund-raiser.
When: Dec. 8, 6 pm
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th St., Corona
Contact: 718-592-5000; www.terraceonthepark.com

Architects of Change Reception —  Chhaya returns to 
Jackson Diner. Dress: Business casual, Festive or National 
costume.
When: Dec. 8, 6:30 pm
Where: Jackson Diner, 37-47 74th St., Jackson Height
Contact: events@chhayacdc.org

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 10th Annual Gala Awards —  
Honoring Patricia Jampol, Manuel Miranda, William Thompson, 
St. Mary’s Healthcare System, Brenda Stuart-Luke, 93.1 AMOR 
and New York State Wide Coalition of Chambers of Commerce.
When: Dec. 9, 7 pm
Where: Terrace on the Park, 52-11 111th St., Corona
Contact: (718) 592-5000; www.terraceonthepark.com

Bayside comic shop a place for kids to ‘battle’
Who’s on First sells action fi gure and comic books, gives children place to wage war with trading card games
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TimesLedger Newspapers’ next “Student of 
Distinction” is a student at Martin Van Buren 
High School. 

Christopher Chung, a resident of Richmond Hill, 
is the President of the Student Organization 
(S.O.) at Martin Van Buren H.S., Queens 
Village.  The amazing thing about this is that 
usually a senior is the S.O. President because 
a senior has the knowledge about the school 
and the maturity to perform in this important 
position.

Chung explained that when he entered Martin 
Van Buren H.S. he found that there were bad 
influences he was getting involved with in 
the lunchroom. As a result, he decided to get 
involved with the S.O. and stay in their room 
during lunch period.  He became a freshman 
representative, then the Sophomore President, 
and is now the S.O. President.  The school 
recruited him for the Scholars Institute where 
academically promising students are cultivated 
with special research classes, community 
service, and leadership training. He is now 
a Junior Officer in the Scholars Institute.  He 
participated in a Breast Cancer Walk in 
Flushing Meadows Park, and was on the school 
Website team and in the Drama Club.

His interest in science and the activities that the 
Science department operates for the Scholars 
Institute, led Christopher to join the new 

Robotics team, of which he is Captain.  He has 
a 90 grade point average and is interested in 
studying mechanical engineering at MIT, or, 
perhaps studying pediatrics because he likes 
working with children.  All of his classes are 
Honors or Advance Placement (college level) 
classes and he will soon be taking actual 
college classes through Queensborough 
Community College.

One of the Scholars’ activities is with Junior 
Achievements, a city-wide program that 
prepares high school students to teach for a 
day in a local elementary school.  MVB H.S. 
students read to and teach lower grade children 
about New York City at nearby P.S. 33.

As the S.O. President, Christopher represented 
the school recently at the High School Fair in 
Brooklyn Technical HS.  He was also present 
when Chancellor Dennis Walcott and State 
Senator Tony Avella paid a visit to MVB H.S. 
to meet with parents, teachers, students and 
Principal Marilyn Shevell. He is on the school 
Consultative Council and also spoke at the 
freshmen orientation at the start of the school 
year to help ease the way for freshmen entering 

high school.

Christopher is always willing to do service for 
teachers or guidance counselors.  He even 
helps his Math Research teacher, Mr. Inshan, 
teach his class.  He especially wanted to thank 
Mr. Greenspan Coordinator of Student Affairs 
(COSA), “for pushing me to get involved” and 
his former guidance counselor, Ms. Carmel, 
“for advising me to do the things I do today.”

He commented that, “I like to help people, to 
get involved.  Then, when I do things, I want to 
do more.”  He especially wanted to “thank my 
mother for always being there for me.”

Mr. Brian Greenspan, who is in charge of the 
student government, had this to say about him, 
“Christopher Chung, 16, is currently a junior at 
Martin Van Buren H.S. and has been involved 
in student activities since 9th grade.  In his 
sophomore year he was elected Freshman/
Sophomore President, and is currently the 
Student Organization President, which is 
one of the school’s most demanding student 
positions.  He is one of the most dedicated and 
hardworking students ever to serve our school’s 
Student Organization.  He is a fine, charismatic 
young man who is well-liked by his peers.”

Mr. Castellano, the Senior Advisor, also works 
closely with Christopher because it is the Senior 
Class which does so many things in their last 
year of high school.  Castellano frankly said, “I 
was against the idea of having an 11th grader 
become S.O. President, however, Chris has not 
been a disappointment.  He comes in every 
day prior to the start of classes and stays after 
class to work on S.O. activities.”  Principal 
Marilyn Shevell summed everything up in a 
few words, “Very mature young man.”  

- by Bob Harris

Student of DistinctionSPONSORED BY

Christopher Chung

December 2011

Student of Distinction

Martin Van Buren High School

Queens Village, NY
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islation earlier this year.
Pre-funding pensions 

means that when a new em-

ployee is hired, the USPS 
must pony up the money 
for that person’s benefits in 
one lump sum. It costs the 
postal service, which is the 
only agency required to do 
so, about $5.5 billion a year, 
Avella said.

Workers will find out 

in March whether the facil-
ity will be closed or consoli-
dated pending congressio-
nal approval.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

ceeding with the project.
The group has already 

filed two lawsuits against 
the city regarding the proj-
ect, which involves the con-
troversial use of eminent 
domain to seize many of 
the properties in the foot-
print of the redevelopment, 
neither of which have been 
resolved.

And Monday night, 
the group released a state-
ment alleging that the EDC 
did not properly conduct a 
period for public comment, 
which is required by the 

state Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation.

Michael Gerrard, a 
lawyer for Willets Point 
United, sent DEC a letter 
Nov. 21 accusing the agency 
of purposely concealing 
documents from the pub-
lic’s view and not disclosing 
the environmental impacts 
of the project.

In addition, Gerrard’s 
letter stated that the EDC 
did not initially include 
business owners in Willets 
Point on an outreach list 
ahead of the Nov. 9 meet-
ing .

The day after 
Bloomberg’s news confer-
ence, the EDC issued a 
statement that a new public 

hearing will be held Dec. 
19, which Willets Point 
United chalks up to Ger-
rard’s letter.

But Jennifer Fried-
berg, spokeswoman for the 
EDC, said her agency and 
the DEC collaborated on 
the public comment period, 
which is ongoing.

A spokesman for DEC 
said the agency announced 
it would be conducting fur-
ther outreach without the 
provocation of DEC.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.

maritime development; re-
viewing how it promotes 
waterway usage and eco-
logical resources; looking 
into new ways to improve 
water quality and mini-
mize flooding and erosion 
damage; managing solid 
and hazardous waste; cre-
ating public spaces on the 
waterfront; seeking input 
into wind power projects 
and using historic sources 
such as old ships.

“This is something 
that people are really excit-
ed about,” Kimball said.

She said the program 
also maps two areas of spe-

cial significance that re-
quire developers to comply 
with additional policies. 
The first are called Signifi-
cant Maritime and Indus-
trial Areas, and in Queens 
that covers Newtown 
Creek. The second are eco-
logical resources known as 
Special Natural Waterfront 
Areas, which in Queens in-
clude Jamaica Bay and the 
East River and Long Island 
Sound.

Kimball said the plans 
would be submitted to city 
community boards, the 
borough presidents and the 
borough boards in Febru-
ary. After it goes through 
the City Planning Com-

mission , the department 
expects to submit it to the 
City Council for review De-
cember 2012.

Koo said he found the 
plan ambitious but thought 
it needed a lot of commu-
nity input since every area 
has specific needs.

State Assemblyman 
Phil Goldfeder (D-Howard 
Beach), whose district is 
surrounded by water, said 
all options need to be ex-
plored to protect the water-
front.

“This is a good step in 
moving in the right direc-
tion,” he said.

Reach reporter Re-
becca Henely by e-mail at 
rhenely@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4564.

White, executive director 
of the nonprofit Transpor-
tation Alternatives. “The 
M50 might be slow, but the 

bus system itself is racing 
toward catastrophe at full 
speed. New Yorkers deserve 
better.”

White said he was 
troubled by official tran-
sit statistics showing that 
breakdowns had increased 

on city buses by 12 percent 
since last year.

Reach contributing 
writer Philip Newman by e-
mail at timesledgernews@
cnglocal.com or phone at 
718-260-4536.

The Hussain fam-
ily has been moving from 
apartment to apartment 
 and staying with friends 
since Hussain, who worked 
odd jobs and was the prima-

ry caregiver, was arrested.
Both daughters were 

born in America and they 
fear they may have to go to 
Bangladesh if their father 
is not released.

“It’s sad,” Sanjana 
said. “We only talk to him 
over the phone.”

Gehi said he and his 
client are willing to work 

out any issues ICE has with 
his immigration status, but 
said the amount of time he 
has been behind bars is un-
necessary.

“In this case, the judge 
can be sympathetic,” he 
said.

Rebecca Henely con-
tributed reporting to this 
article.

dren] a chance to be kids 
and run around instead of 
being in the hospital.”

This is the 15th year 

the hospital has partnered 
with US Airways and La-
Guardia to fly the kids to 
the North Pole.

Shoshana Bronner has 
been a Santa’s helper for 
the flight for five years.

“It’s a lot of work, but 
at the end of the night you 
feel good,” she said.

A similar flight out of 
John F. Kennedy Interna-
tional Airport was flown 
Tuesday with patients from 
Cohen. 

Reach reporter Howard 
Koplowitz by e-mail at hko-
plowitz@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at 718-260-4573.

space will be transformed 
to bring music, theater and 
more to residents of Astoria 
and the borough of Queens,” 
said Dorothy Lewandowski, 
Queens commissioner for 
the city Parks Department, 
in a statement.

Vallone’s office said 
the renovation will pour 
concrete into the pool, dis-
pose of debris, remove the 
small diving boards, build 
seating areas and flooring 
and create a concrete walk-
way around the perimeter. 
It will be completed in 2013.

“It’s really going to 
make Queens residents feel 
like they’re maybe back in 
ancient Rome or Greece,” 

Vallone said.
The councilman said 

the diving pool’s three-level 
diving board is landmarked 
and thus will remain where 
it is, but it will be refur-
bished. The performance 
space will seat about 1,500 
people and will have access 
to electricity, allowing for 
night shows and concerts.

Vallone said Commu-
nity Board 1 and the Central 
Astoria Local Development 
Corp. have been helpful in 
the creation of the plan. He 
said the members of the 
Astoria Performing Arts 
Center are also eager to put 
their imaginations to work 
on performances.

“It will draw people 
to Astoria and provide art-
ists with a unique space to 
share their talents,” Taryn 
Sacramone, executive di-

rector for the center, said in 
a statement. “The location 
is absolutely inspired and 
the possibilities are end-
less.”

Another $2 million will 
also be used to refurbish 
Astoria Park’s pool house, 
providing structural im-
provements and giving it a 
roof, Vallone said. He hopes 
a café or concession stand 
can be put there.

The councilman said 
he would be hounding the 
Parks Department about 
this project, and he hopes 
it will be as successful and 
popular as the skate park 
that recently opened in As-
toria.

“I only have two years 
left on my term,” Vallone 
said. “I want to see this 
done.”

the run at Hellgate on the 
Park, a bar at 19-19 Ditmars 
Blvd.

The route went along 
the waterfront of Astoria 
Park and ended at the Hell-
gate Social Club, another 
bar, at 12-21 Astoria Blvd.

City Councilman Pe-
ter Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria), 
fully clothed in a polo shirt 
and sports coat, stuck out 
in the crowd.

“You never know what 
you’re going to see at this 
event — literally,” he said, 
surrounded on all sides by 
Santas barely clothed in a 
variety of garb: red under-
wear, striped boxer briefs 
held up by suspenders, 
what appeared to be a holi-

day-themed codpiece or just 
barely covered in tinsel. 
Many donned Santa hats. 
One participant regretted 
not wearing a fake beard to 
hide his identity.

On the heels of the re-
cent Zombie Walk, where 
legions of the undead wan-
dered 30th Avenue, Vallone 
said Astoria is gaining a 
reputation as a happening 
neighborhood.

“That’s what Astoria 
is all about,” he said.

As the group lim-
bered up and walked en 
masse to the start of the 
run, residents came out of 
their houses to gawk at the 
streakers.

“I thought they were 
great. They were hysteri-
cal,” said Andrea Mardach, 
who had seen them the year 
before as well.

Eddie Garcia has lived 
in the neighborhood for 53 

years and commended the 
streakers for donating to 
charity in their own unique 
way.

“I think it’s just young 
people enjoying themselves 
and doing something cra-
zy,” he said.

Though the runners 
had no pockets, Craycraft 
said local businesses do-
nated prizes for the streak-
ers at an after-party at the 
Hellgate Social Club.

Craycraft said the idea 
for the Santa Streak came 
to him after he participated 
in Santa Con, a day where 
thousands of often inebri-
ated Santas can be seen in-
vading the streets and sub-
ways in Manhattan.

Reach reporter Joe 
Anuta by e-mail at januta@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
718-260-4566.
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Sports

BY ZACH BRAZILLER AND 
MARC RAIMONDI

Queens was arguably 
the best boys’ soccer bor-
ough in 2011.

St. Francis Prep won 
the Catholic High School 
Athletic Association Class 
AA intersectional cham-
pionship for the first time 
since 2006 and Monsignor 
McClancy won the CHSAA 
Class A title. On top of that, 
Archbishop Molloy and 
Christ the King were in the 
‘AA’ semis along with St. 
Francis Prep.

In the Public Schools 
Athletic League, Francis 
Lewis was back in the title 
game for the fourth time in 
five years — it fell to nation-
ally ranked Martin Luther 
King 3-2 in heartbreaking 
fashion — while Bayside 
and Aviation joined the 
Patriots in the semifinals, 
making it a banner year for 
Queens.

All-Queens boys’ 

soccer Player of the Year: 

Danny Bedoya, Francis 

Lewis

His impressive three-
year career at Francis Lew-

is ended without that elu-
sive PSAL Class A crown, 
though it was no fault of 
his own. Bedoya was mag-
nificent in a heartbreaking 
3-2 loss to Martin Luther 
King Jr., having his way 
in the midfield against the 
Knights’ highly skilled trio 
of Ibrahim Diaby, Tarek 
Beckles and Bryan Moya 
and serving balls into the 
box like only he can.

That was just a snip-
pet of what made Bedoya 
so special this year. Lewis’ 
orchestrator, he made the 
attack so potent with his 
precise set pieces and on-
the-money through balls. 
It was like the ball was on a 
string attached to his foot, 
he was always in so much 
control. He scored 16 goals 
and added 14 assists, help-
ing to extend the Patriots’ 
unbeaten streak in Queens 
to a hard-to-fathom 57 
matches (50-0-7).

“He knows what to do 
with the ball, even before 
he gets the ball,” team-
mate Daniel Castro said 
of Bedoya, who has drawn 
high Division I interest 

Knights swim for cancer
The men and women of Queens College raise awareness, money

Bedoya picked best 
boys soccer player

Francis Lewis’ Danny Bedoya is the New York Post’s All-Queens 
boys’ soccer Player of the Year. Photo by Denis Gostev

BY MICHAEL CANFAROTTA

When the Queens Col-
lege men’s swimming and 
diving coach started at 
his new post this year, he 
brought with him a number 
of goals: to increase the ros-
ter size, build a successful 
program and improve on 
the record of the previous 
year.

He also brought the 
“Movember” initiative.

Starting on the first 
day in the month of Novem-
ber, Jeremy Cuebas and 
the team he coaches have 
sported an assortment of 
different facial hairstyles 
in order to raise money for 
prostate cancer and the oth-
er cancers that affect men.

Essentially, the facial 
hair served as a walking 
billboard for the team that 
they created on Movember.
com. Anyone could go on-
line and donate to the spe-
cific team of their choice, 
with all the proceeds going 
to programs run directly 
by Movember, as well as 
the Prostate Cancer Foun-
dation and Livestrong, the 
Lance Armstrong Founda-
tion.

Cuebas started par-
ticipating in the Movember 
campaign at SUNY Cort-
land, where he served as a 
player and a coach. His cur-
rent players loved the idea 
from the start.

“You get the couple 
of guys who are hesitant 
at first and usually those 
are the guys who struggle 
to grow facial hair, but it’s 
all about having fun,” said 
Cuebas.

Besides the fun, it’s 
also about the money that 

you raise. The team set 
a goal of $1,000 and they 
reached that goal on the 
last day of the month.

On Nov. 30, the Knights 
took on SUNY Maritime at 
Fitzgerald Natatorium in 
a contest they lost 160-116. 
The crowd in attendance 
showed their support by 
donning mustaches, both 
real and fake. This was also 
the day that the team took 
their first full shave in over 
a month.

One of the “Mo Bros.” 
who participated in the 
event was senior swimmer 
Joseph Perna. He happened 
to be one of the Bros. who 
had no problem with grow-

ing out his facial hair. He 
settled on the handle bar, 
Fu Manchu style that he 
claimed gave him a “’70s 
look.”

The particular style 
generated some attention 
on the Queens College cam-
pus, but Perna used that to 
his advantage, pointing out 
the true meaning of his un-
orthodox fashion.

“People were looking 
at me like what’s with the 
beard? What are you doing? 
I’m like, it’s Movember, if 
you want to donate. I tell 
them the information about 
it,” said Perna.

The Mo Bros. were not 
alone in their efforts. The 

women’s swimming and 
diving team, known as “Mo 
Sistas,” also were involved 
in the fund-raising. Lack-
ing the facial hair to pro-
mote, they sent out e-mails 
and letters. The donations 
came in from an assortment 
of different funds, which in-
cluded friends, family, play-
ers and faculty.

It was a unique experi-
ence for the women’s team 
senior captain, Angela 
Parra.

“We always do breast 
cancer, something for the 
girls … so it was a cool idea, 
something we had never 
done,” said Parra.

Diver Raphael Spiro was one of several students to grow moustaches. Photo by Christina Santucci

Continued on Page 50Continued on Page 50
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48 Bayside’s Glazer tops Qns. girls soccer players
BY JOSEPH STASZEWSKI

Queens was back in a 
big way this year. Staten 
Island has been known for 
its dominance of the girls’ 
soccer world, but Queens is 
closing in fast.

Christ the King won 
its first Catholic High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion Brooklyn/Queens title, 
beating out Mary Louis in 
the process.

Over the PSAL, Fran-
cis Lewis and Bayside both 
reached the Class A semi-
finals. The Commodores 
and star D.J. Glazer put 
together one of the best sea-
sons in program history. 
So did Long Island City, 
which reached the PSAL 
quarterfinals for the first 
time in school history and 
St. John’s Prep won the in-
augural Brooklyn/Queens 
‘A’ crown.

With teams like St. 
Francis Prep and Molloy 
also in the borough, expect 
these kinds of accomplish-
ments to keep flowing in.

All-Queens girls’ 

soccer Player of the Year: 

D.J. Glazer, Bayside

The junior’s first full 
high school season was 
a memorable one. Glazer 
shined in the biggest mo-
ments. She led Bayside to 

its first PSAL Queens A-IV 
title since 2008 and a trip to 
the Class A semifinals. She 
netted 59 goals and had five 
assists, including the time-
liest of the season. Glazer 
twice produced the tying 
goal in the final three min-

utes to earn ties with rival 
Francis Lewis. In the post 
season, even when teams 
tried to take her away, Glaz-
er made them pay on set 
pieces. She recorded a hat 
trick in a quarterfinal win 
against LaGuardia. Glazer 

had the tying goal late in 
regulation and the winner 
on a 15-yard free kick in the 
second overtime.

All-Queens girls’ 

soccer Coach of the Year: 

John Fayad, Christ the 

King

It was the season 
Fayad and the Royals had 
waited and worked for. The 
CK coach has watched his 
players, his team and his 
program develop into one 
of the city’s best, but there 
was no title to show for it 
until now. Fayad and the 
senior group that helped 
put things on an upswing 
won the Brooklyn/Queens 
regular season crown and 
rallied in dramatic fashion 
to beat Mary Louis for the 
program’s first-ever dioc-
esan title. It is Fayad’s pas-
sion for this team and im-
mense confidence in them 
that helped them believe 
this was possible.

FIRST TEAM
F Wendy Avendano, 

St. Francis Prep

If the Terriers were 
putting the ball in the back 
of the net Avendano, who 
had the lone goal in a win 
over St. John the Baptist, 
was usually a part of it in 
some way. The senior was 
nearly automatic from 18 
feet and in, whether it was 
a perfectly placed kick or 
a timely header in one of 
the toughest leagues in the 
area.

F Therese Boyle, 

Mary Louis

The explosive forward 
was a few minutes away 
from leading the Hilltop-
pers to a CHSAA Brook-
lyn/Queens title with a 
gorgeous strike. It was 
nearly impossible to keep 
her off the scoreboard as 
Fontbonne Hall learned in 
the semifinals when she 
recorded a hat trick in a 3-2 
win.

GK Julia Bernhardt, 

Francis Lewis

The senior has been 
one of the city’s top keep-

BY ZACH BRAZILLER

Christ the King was down seven 
points, Thomas Jefferson’s tiny inferno of 
a gymnasium was rocking and Joe Arbi-
tello couldn’t have been happier.

This was exactly what the Royals 
coach imagined Saturday when he sched-
uled a visit to the rugged Public Schools 
Athletic League powerhouse to kick off the 
basketball season.

“It was good they had to come out 
there and fight and battle and see how good 
they are,” said Arbitello, who noted it was 
the first road game in a PSAL gym for the 
Queens school since 1978.

Christ the King got the answer it was 
looking for. It responded to the adversity as 
Arbitello hoped — by punching back — and 
went on to an impressive 92-81 victory in 
East New York. UConn-bound senior Omar 
Calhoun led the junior-heavy Royals with 
25 points, 11 rebounds and four assists, but 
got plenty of help from backcourt mates Jon 
Severe (22 points) and Isaiah Lewis (17).

The three had their way with the 
young Orange Wave, scoring on a variety 
of dazzling drives to the basket and long 
jump shots after beating Jefferson’s press.

“There aren’t three guards better than 

those three guards in the city,” Jefferson 
Coach Lawrence “Bud” Pollard said.

The game turned late in the first half, 
with Christ the King closing on a 17-8 run 
behind six points from Severe. CK (1-0) got 
out of the gate in the third quarter just as 
fast, scoring 20 of the game’s next 24 points 
that was capped by Lewis’ running one-
hander along the baseline.

“Coach told us at half time that they 
played their best basketball and we were up 
by two still,“ Calhoun said. “So all we had 
to do is come out in the third quarter, come 
out firing hot and expand the lead and from 
there they wouldn’t be able to come back.”

Tiring of seeing Jefferson’s small 
but elusive guards find their way into the 
paint, Arbitello switched to zone and the 
undersized Orange Wave, without sharp-
shooter Thaddeus Hall, went cold from the 
perimeter and were stifled by the Royals’ 
size, notably Jordan Fuchs (11 points, 10 
rebounds and six assists) and Marthely 
Senat (16 rebounds).

“Thaddeus could’ve shot them out of 
the zone,” Pollard lamented. “The zone 
hurt us a little bit. It slowed the game down. 
It was definitely to their advantage.”

Junior Jaquan Lynch (29 points) near-
ly shot the Brooklyn school back into the 

game, hitting consecutive three-pointers 
to trim the deficit to seven at one point be-
fore Calhoun responded with the dagger, a 
deep 3 of his own to push the lead back to 
10 with 4:59 left. Lewis followed and Severe 
added a layup and a pair of free throws to 
put the game out of reach.

“It’s great to start the season like this,” 
Calhoun said. “All we can do is get better.”

It also put to rest the notion one ball 
isn’t enough for the loaded three-man back-
court of Calhoun, Lewis and Severe. Severe 
said he’s heard the entire preseason about 
it, how there would be problems. It wasn’t 
an issue against Jefferson.

“It’s not like that,” he said. “We have 
to play together to win.”

There were plenty of areas of im-
provement — such as free-throw shooting, 
defense and ball protection — Arbitello 
singled out afterward. One area he was ex-
tremely pleased with.

“You can’t teach heart,” the coach 
said. “That part we have down.”

Bayside’s D.J. Glazer (r.) in the New York Post’s All-Queens Player of the Year. Photo by Philip Hall

CK does not disappoint at kickoff against Orange Wave

Christ the King’s Omar Calhoun scored 25 
points in the Royals’ 92-81 victory over Thomas 
Jefferson. Photo by Denis Gostev

Get updates and exclusives at

 www.TimesLedger.com

Continued on Page 50
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BY MIKE SMOLLINS

Nothing could stop 
Archbishop Molloy’s Caro-
lyn Gallagher — not even a 
foot injury.

Despite missing nearly 
an entire quarter, the ju-
nior still led the Stanners 
with 19 points in their 50-
40 victory over Spotswood 
(Va.) at the third annual 
Under Armour Girls High 
School Basketball Classic 
Saturday morning at St. 
John the Baptist in West 
Islip, L.I.

“I think we all played 
really well,” said Gal-
lagher. “We were playing 
a really good team and I’m 
just proud we played our 
hardest. We came out in the 
beginning and played our 
best.”

Gallagher took the 
event to showcase her lead-
ership skills. Seconds after 
scoring on a jump shot, 
Gallagher went up for a 
rebound and lost her bal-
ance, rolling her left ankle 
midway through the third 
quarter.

“I went up for a re-
bound and I landed badly 
on my left foot,” Gallagher 
said. “It’s not that bad, but 
it just hurts a little bit.”

The injury didn’t keep 
her sidelined for too long as 
she returned with a little 
over two minutes left in the 
fourth. Gallagher didn’t 
miss a step as she put up 
five points in that span.

Molloy took the lead 
early. With 4:25 remaining 
in the first quarter, Ka-
mille Ejerta’s three-pointer 
gave the Stanners a 9-8 
edge. Molloy would never 
trail again.

Ejerta’s presence was 
felt throughout the game as 
she hit three three-pointers 
and scored 13 points.

Molloy (2-0) dominated 
the second quarter, only al-
lowing four points from 
Spotswood and taking a 31-

16 halftime lead.
“I feel good about the 

win,” Molloy first-year 
Coach Scott Lagas said. “I 
feel better about where we 
are with our energy and 
our enthusiasm. Being a 
new coach with a new sys-
tem has been a little bit of 
an adjustment for every-
one, but we’re starting to 
build and get it.”

Spotswood went on a 
6-0 and later a 7-0 run in the 
third quarter, but Molloy 
was able to respond with-
out giving up the lead. The 
Stanners would then fend 

off Spotswood in the fourth 
to pull away with the vic-
tory.

“From the very first 
day that I’ve been here we’ve 
pushed hard and talked 
about mental toughness,” 
Lagas said. “I contribute 
a lot of today’s success to 
their mental toughness. 
They work hard at practice 
every day and even when 
[Spotswood] made their run 
we were able to stop them. 
I’ve been blessed to get this 
job and have a player like 
Carolyn. She stepped up as 
a leader.”

Even though it wasn’t a 
league game, Molloy, which 
won the New York Federa-
tion Class A title last year, 
knows it beat a team that 
has gone to the state final 
the previous two years and 
also posted a 48-8 record 
while doing so.

“It’s a really big confi-
dence booster for us,” Gal-
lagher said. “We just set the 
bar for our team going for-
ward and that’s how we’re 
going to need to play every 
single game, especially in 
league games.”

Molloy’s Carolyn Gallagher had 19 points against Spotswood (Va.). Photo by An Rong Xu

CK alumni bring 
wisdom to bench

BY MARC RAIMONDI

Two of the best play-
ers ever to walk through 
the doors of Christ the 
King are back at the school 
this year as coaches.

Erick Barkley and 
Khalid Reeves, both for-
mer first-round picks in 
the NBA draft, will be on 
the bench for head Coach 
Joe Arbitello and the Roy-
als, who are trying to win 
a third straight Catholic 
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation Class AA intersec-
tional title.

“With them being Mc-
Donald’s All-Americans 
and being in the NBA, 
things they say we’re gon-
na listen — point blank, 
period,” Christ the King 
star junior guard Isaiah 
Lewis said. “They’ve ac-
complished things we’ve 
dreamed about.”

Lewis said he’s been 
compared to Barkley, who 
led St. John’s to the Elite 
Eight, and the former Port-
land Trailblazer is teach-
ing him how to become 
more of a point guard rath-
er than just a scorer. Bark-
ley has been working with 
him and UConn-bound 
shooting guard Omar Cal-
houn, while Reeves is tak-
ing juniors Jon Severe and 
Jordan Fuchs under his 
wing.

All four players are 
high Division I talents — 
like Barkley and Reeves, 
who played at Arizona and 
with six NBA teams in six 
years in the league.

“They don’t say much 
yet, but when they say 
something it’s like Ein-
stein spoke,” said Arbi-
tello, who had another CK 
legend, Derrick Phelps, 
on his staff two years ago. 
He’s now an assistant at 
Monmouth. “They’ll say 
one or two things that just 
open your mind to some-
thing you haven’t even 
been thinking about.”

Barkley was a player-
coach last year in Cana-
da and hopes to one day 
coach at the college level. 
He played with Arbitello 
at Christ the King in the 
1990s on a team that also 
featured Lamar Odom and 
Speedy Claxton.

“It’s excellent,” Bar-
kley, 33, said of his expe-
rience back at his alma 
mater. “I’m actually happy 
more as a coach than as a 
player.”

Reeves, 39, retired two 
years ago from pro basket-
ball after playing most 
recently in Costa Rica. He 
doesn’t have the coaching 
ambitions of Barkley; he’s 
happy at Christ the King.

“This is where I want 
to be,” Reeves said. “I just 
love teaching the kids how 
to play and being around 
the kids and my old school. 
It’s a great atmosphere to 
play basketball.”

Arbitello couldn’t be 
happier to have the two 
on staff, not just because 
of their basketball creden-
tials, but because they’re 
both upstanding citizens.

“There’s a lot of non-
sense that’s involved with 
basketball,” Arbitello said. 
“They both played at the 
highest level and they can 
tell these guys who to stay 
away from, what to stay 
away from. They have a 
frame of reference.”

Stanners led by Gallagher
Junior plays through foot injury to secure victory over Spotswood

I just love 
coaching the 
kids how to 

play and being 
around the kids 

and my old 
school.

Khalid Reeves
Former NBA draft pick
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Continued from Page 1

Boys soccer
Continued from Page 2

Glazer

Continued from Page 1

Knights

from St. John’s, Clemson 
and Penn State. “Your job 
is just to finish the play.”

Coach Roger Sarmuk-
snis has called Bedoya one 
of the top players he’s ever 
coached, right up there 
with Sebastian Guenzatti, 
Chris Herrera and John 
Koutsounadis. His play 
this fall proved, perhaps, 
that he belongs in his own 
category.

All-Queens boys’ 

soccer Coach of the Year: 

Franco Purificato, St. 

Francis Prep

Just about every year 
St. Francis Prep is consid-
ered one of the favorites to 
win the CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional title. Yet the 
Terriers have struggled in 
big games. Until this year. 
Purificato had the league’s 
best team, but also pressed 
all the right buttons and put 
his players in the best posi-
tion to succeed. He guided 
SFP to its first city title 
since 2006 while juggling 
the birth of his daughter 
Carolina.

FIRST TEAM
M Peyton Atteloney, 

Christ the King

The senior was a rock 
late in the season when 
moved into more of a defen-
sive midfield role by coach 
Ovid Cusu. Atteloney was a 
tremendous facilitator and 
ball winner in the middle 
of the field to lead Christ 
the King to its first-ever 
CHSAA Class AA intersec-
tional semifinals.

F Jason Gonzalez, 

St. Francis Prep

No one had a better 
postseason in the entire 
CHSAA than Gonzalez. He 
scored in the Class AA in-
tersectional quarterfinals, 
the semifinals and had the 
game-winning goal against 
Fordham Prep in the final 
to give St. Francis Prep its 
first city title since 2006.

F Sebastian Choin-

ski, Aviation

The Flyers enjoyed 
their best season in over 
a half decade, winning 
Queens A West and reach-
ing the PSAL Class A semi-
finals. The emergence of 
the heady striker was one 
of the major reasons for 
the memorable season, the 
senior accounting for 13 
goals and 12 assists and get-
ting better as the year pro-
gressed.

F Nick Matusewicz, 

Archbishop Molloy

Whenever Molloy 
needed a big goal, he pro-
vided it. The athletic junior 
forward had the game-seal-
ing tally in a 3-2 win over 
Holy Cross in the CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
quarterfinals and had his 
team’s lone goal in a 1-1 tie 
with eventual champ St. 
Francis Prep in the regular 
season.

D Christian Molano, 

St. Francis Prep

An absolute dynamo 
in the back, Molano was the 
biggest reason St. Francis 
Prep was so stingy en route 
to a first CHSAA Class AA 
intersectional title since 
2006. Perhaps the senior’s 
best performance came in 
the regular season when 
he shut down Iona Prep’s 
Marist-bound striker Cesar 

Ceja in an SFP win.
M Santiago Moore, 

Bayside

If not for a knee inju-
ry, there is no telling how 
far Bayside could’ve gone 
with the playmaking mid-
fielder who scored 17 goals 
and added 15 assists before 
going down in the second 
round of the playoffs. One 
of the top talents in the city, 
the big-footed Moore’s fu-
ture is bright.

D Jack Moravek, 

Archbishop Molloy

Big, physical and ath-
letic, it was a challenge 
for any forward going up 
against one of Molloy’s 
senior captains. Moravek 
was a vital part of Molloy’s 
leadership as it advanced to 
the CHSAA Class AA inter-
sectional semifinals in the 
face of tragedy when junior 
Justin Thompson was shot 
and paralyzed.

M Chris Joseph, St. 

Francis Prep

With a never-ending 
spark, Joseph seemed to be 
in the thick of every big St. 
Francis Prep goal. The su-
per-quick senior midfielder 
wasn’t only a leader, he was 
also one of the most dynam-
ic players in New York City 
with the ball at his feet.

F Kenny Redzema-

tovic, St. Francis Prep

The big, athletic strik-
er was a force with his head 
or his leg anywhere near 
the opposition’s goal. He 
scored once in the CHSAA 
Class AA intersectional 
semifinals against Christ 
the King and was always a 
threat as St. Francis Prep 
won its first city title since 
2006.

GK Constantine Pou-

giouklidis, Bayside

Without star midfield-

er Santiago Moore gone for 
much of the playoffs, the 
onus was on the Bayside 
back line and was phe-
nomenal, leading the Com-
modores to back-to-back 
playoff wins in penalty 
kicks and the first semi-
final berth of Coach Joe 
Corrado’s tenure. Though 
the Queens power returns 
several pieces, it loses Pou-
giouklidis, who will be basi-
cally impossible to replace.

F Yiming Yang, 

Francis Lewis

Big, strong, fast and 
at his best in the penalty 
area on headers, the junior 
striker emerged as a lethal 
weapon for Lewis, scoring 
14 goals and adding five as-
sists. Though the Patriots 
lose plenty, Yang is back 
and should be even tougher 
to handle as his improve-
ment continues.

HONORABLE MENTION
D Danny Babar, Bay-

side
F Daniel Castro, Fran-

cis Lewis
M Calogero Curcuru, 

Christ the King
F Robbie Lago, Holy 

Cross
M Angelo Luongo, 

Archbishop Molloy
M Eric Mirkov, St. 

Francis Prep
D Sebastian Morales, 

Christ the King
F Sal Pipia, Monsignor 

McClancy
M Kiyo Scott, John Ad-

ams
D Ryan Winters, Arch-

bishop Molloy
F Shokhrukhm Zakhi-

djonov, Forest Hills

ers since she started and 
this year was no different. 
The athletic Bernhardt 
made game-saving stops 
in the second round and 
quarterfinals, including a 
diving save on MSIT star 
Jackie Bruno. Lewis made 
the PSAL semifinals for 
the second time in four sea-
sons.

F Casey Collins, 

Archbishop Molloy

Collins has quietly 
gone about the business of 
scoring goals the last two 
seasons. The senior scored 
twice, including the game-
winner, in a comeback vic-
tory over rival St. Francis 
Prep. She brought a tough-
ness and leadership to the 
field every time she stepped 
on it.

GK Kristen Drogsler, 

Christ the King

If there is a player the 
Royals have to thank for 
their most successful sea-
son in program history, 
it’s their sophomore goalie. 
Drogsler made three saves, 
including one of the punch 
variety, in the final 3:50 
to preserve CK’s win over 
Mary Louis in final after 
frustrating the Hilltoppers 
all season.

M Geraldine Huisa, 

Long Island City

The junior provided ex-
actly the balance, skill and 
leadership Long Island City 
needed. She had 20 goals 
and 22 assists to help lead 
the Bulldogs to their first-
ever quarterfinal appear-
ance. Huisa scored twice 
in a second-round win over 
Susan Wagner and had two 
assists in a near-upset of 
Bronx Science.

D Aimée Kasmally, 

St. Francis Prep

It will be hard to find 
a better sweeper in the five 
boroughs. The strong, ath-
letic and extremely smart 
Kasmally helped the Ter-
riers hang right with some 
of the top teams in CHSAA 
Nassau/Suffolk. She can 
angle a would-be scorer 
away from the goal or come 
out of nowhere for an im-
portant stop.

M Gena Koutsou-

nadis, Francis Lewis

Patriots Coach Jeovani 
Paredes understood just 

how special Koutsounadis 
(11 goals, five assists) was, 
telling his team she would 
find a way to send them to 
the semifinals. The senior 
netted a second half pen-
alty kick to do just that. She 
was the engine to a Lewis 
team that struggled to cre-
ate offense if she wasn’t in-
volved.

M Deirdre Ray, Mary 

Louis

Everyone on the field 
knew Ray at some point 
was going to try to dribble 
her way to a goal and few 
could stop it. The senior 
formed a dangerous tan-
dem with Therese Boyle. 
She fell a few inches short 
of completing a near heroic 
rally with an injured ankle 
in the final.

F Fabiana Rebecca, 

Christ the King

A knee injury lim-
ited her early, but once the 
speedy Rebecca got going, 
she was a huge factor in the 
Royals winning their first 
CHSAA Brooklyn/Queens 
title. The senior outran 
the defense to net the tying 
goal in the final after Mary 
Louis had just taken the 
lead. Rebecca had 16 goals 
and eight assists.

M Christina Viaggio, 

Christ the King

With Fabiana Rebecca 
slowed in the early season, 
Viaggio carried the load 
valiantly. The strong-foot-
ed senior scored 16 of her 23 
goals in the first six games. 
Viaggio also dished out 10 
assists, two of which came 
in the CHSAA Brooklyn/
Queens final.

HONORABLE MENTION
F Alison Dowdle, Long 

Island City
M Lina Dominguez, 

Forest Hills
M Vanessa Giraldo, 

Bayside
D Valerie James, Fran-

cis Lewis
M Jessie Jamin, Arch-

bishop Molloy
F Olivia McFadden, 

Townsend Harris
M Katlyn Merino, Ben-

jamin Cardozo
D Deirdre Munday, 

Mar y Louis
GK Ashley Rivera, St. 

John’s Prep
M Flavia Santana, 

Arts & Business
M Daniella Valencia, 

Bayside

Cuebas praised his 
team and all those involved 
for coming together on a 
special occasion. He spoke 
about his experience so far 
with Queens College.

“[It has been] extreme-
ly positive, a great bunch of 
guys from a lot of different 
backgrounds, whether it’s 
culturally or religiously,” 
said Cuebas. “It’s a lot of 
adjusting, compromising, 
learning the players and 
they’re learning me at the 
same time.
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For a growing number of New 
Yorkers, tired of the delays 

and expense of conventional 
local divorces, fast, inexpen-
sive Caribbean and offshore 
US divorces have been the 
answer.
A leader in the fast divorce 
business has been Divorce-
fast.com of Massachusetts, a 
company that has been pro-
viding speedy, low-cost for-
eign divorces for 50 years. 
The company provides di-
vorces that can be completed 
in as little as one day in Mex-
ico, the Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, and the US offshore is-
land of Guam.
According to Alan Alford, 

proprietor of Divorce.com, 
some of the divorces offered 
require travel to the court, 
while some can be done with-
out any travel or court ap-
pearance. Some require both 
parties to sign the court pe-
tition for divorce, while oth-
ers can be achieved with only 
one party signing. All of the 
divorces happen very quickly 
and with a minimum amount 
of paperwork.
The divorces are valid and 
recognized everywhere, and 
Alford reports that he pro-
cesses several thousand of 
them every year, particularly 
for New Yorkers. The total 
cost for fast divorces starts 

at $895, with other options 
raising the price to as high 
as $1,500. All of the divorces, 
Alford says, are completed 
within a few days and the cli-
ents are then free to remarry 
or otherwise continue with 
their lives as single persons. 
Anyone interested in more 
details about the Divorcefast 
offerings should access the 
company website: www.di-
vorcefast.com The forms and 
instructions are printed out 
from there and submitted to 
the company. For those lack-
ing Internet access Alford 
and his staff are prepared to 
discuss foreign divorces on 
the phone, or by mail.

www.divorcefast.com

Divorce Caribbean Style

CALL NOW: 978-443-8387

WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!

Visit us online or 
CALL NOW

Serving the community 
for 50 years.

OBTAIN A 
FAST DIVORCE 

IN AS LITTLE
AS 24 HOURS 

THE PROCESS IS 
QUICK, EASY, 
LEGAL AND 

AFFORDABLE

Phone: 978-443-8387
or by Mail directed to: 
Divorcefast.com

363 Boston Post Road, 
Sudbury, MA 01776

FREE DELIVERY
 $15 MINIMUM ORDER

Pick up and full 
Delivery Service

www.matesepizzeriaristorantecaterers.com

GRAND OPENING

CATERERS UNDER
NEW OWNERSHIP

718-352-0298

CATERING SAVINGS!

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT!

5% OFF 
All half trays

10% OFF 
All full trays

$3 OFF
Any order 
over $20

$6 OFF 
Any order 
over $40

Free Synagogue of Flushing 
41-60 Kissena Boulevard – Flushing, NY 11355

718-961-0030   www.freesynagogue.org
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Where every family matters and where New York 
parents find help, info and support.

Great articles, a happening calendar, 
informative directories and ticket give-a-ways. 
Everyone’s a winner. Log-in, enter & find out.

NYParenting Media/CNG 

www.NYParenting.com 
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Queens rocked by calamitous events of 2010
The year in Queens was book-

ended by natural disasters — an 

earthquake in Haiti whose trem-

ors were felt throughout 
the borough and a late 

December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its aftermath lingering for 

days in the summer.While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 
cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.On the education 
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including 

the city’s renewed efforts to close 

Jamaica and Broad Channel high 

schools after a somewhat brief re-

prieve.
Continued on Page 18

Bay Terrace civictakes secessioncase to CB 11
Bay Terrace Community 

Alliance President Warren 

Schreiber officially brought 

the neighborhood’s proposal to 

switch community boards before 

Community Board 11 for the first 

time Monday night, calling him-

self “the troublemaker” for push-

ing the controversial plan.
Under the proposal, which 

drew a range of opinions from 

CB 11 members and is backed by 

alliance members who voted last 
Continued on Page 18
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Queens rocked 
by calamitous 
events of 2010

The year in Queens was 
bookended by natural disasters 
— an earthquake in Haiti whose 
tremors were felt through-
out the borough and a late 
December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 
rest of the city — with a tornado 
and its aftermath lingering for 
days in the summer.

While the borough experi-
enced its share of natural disas-
ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-
tion of former state Sen. Hiram
Monserrate, who was expelled
from the Senate after being con-
victed of misdemeanor assault for

cutting his girlfriend’s
face with a glass.

On the education
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including
the city’s renewed efforts to close
Jamaica and Broad Channel high
schools after a somewhat brief re-
prieve.

Continued on Page 16

Ambulance 
corps saves 

lives in snow

When Forest Hills was hit 
with mountains of snow Dec. 26, 
a local volunteer organization 
was patrolling the neighborhood 
as police, fire-
fighters and 
medical person-
nel were facing 
overwhelming demand and long 
delays.

The Forest Hills Volunteer 
Ambulance Corps pulled out of 

Continued on Page 14

Page 2 QGuide, Page 21
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Queens rocked 

by calamitous 

events of 2010

The year in Queens was 

bookended by natural disasters 

— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were 

felt throughout 

the borough 

and a late De-

cember blizzard that crippled 

Queens and the rest of the city — 

with a tornado and its aftermath 

lingering for days in the summer.

While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

Steinway Mansion owner dies at 83

Michael Halberian, the latest 

person to own the historic Stein-

way Mansion on 41st Street and 

18th Avenue in Astoria, died of 

chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease during last week’s snow-

storm, City Councilman Peter 

Vallone Jr. (D-Astoria) said. He 

was 83.
“He died in his home that he 

loved so much,” Vallone said.

Halberian was the second 

member of his family to own the 

Astoria landmark, a 25-room 

granite house which was built in 

1856 by optician Benjamin T. Pike, 

who used it as a weekend home. 

The mansion was later owned by 

piano manufacturer Henry Stein-

way. Halberian was born and 

grew up in the home. He moved 

Continued on Page 1

Michael Halberian 

was history buff 

of city and Astoria

Continued on Page 14

Pages 18, 26

QGuide, Page 21
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Michael Halberian, the latest owner of the Steinway Mansion, died in the snowstorm last week at 83. 
Photo by Christina Santucci

Queens rocked 

by calamitous 

events of 2010

The year in Queens was book-

ended by natural disasters — an 

earthquake in Haiti whose trem-

ors were felt through-

out the borough and a 

late December blizzard 

that crippled Queens 

and the rest of the city — with a 

tornado and its aftermath linger-

ing for days in the summer.

While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 

cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.

On the education 

front, Queens faced 

shutdowns of some schools, in-

cluding the city’s renewed efforts 

to close Jamaica and Broad Chan-

nel high schools after a somewhat 

brief reprieve.

Continued on Page 14

Halloran sees 

plow sabotage

in snow removal

As piles of black garbage bags 

joined the dwindling snow piles 

left from the Christmas weekend 

bl i zza rd, 

the mayor 

and other 

o f f i c i a l s 

promised to find out what caused 

the serious delays in street plow-

ing in Queens as well as the pos-

sibility of deliberate sabotage by 

city workers.

Continued on Page 14

Page 2

QGuide, Page 27
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Boro experiences tumultuous yearBay Terrace civic
takes secession
case to CB 11

Bay Terrace Community 
Alliance President Warren 
Schreiber officially brought 
the neighborhood’s proposal to 
switch community boards before 
Community Board 11 for the first 
time Monday night, calling him-
self “the troublemaker” for push-
ing the controversial plan.

Under the proposal, which 
drew a range of opinions from 
CB 11 members and is backed by 
alliance members who voted last 

The year in Queens was
bookended by natural disasters
— an earthquake in Haiti whose
tremors were felt throughout the
borough and a late December bliz-
zard that crippled Queens and the
rest of the city — with a tornado
and its after-
math linger-
ing for days 
in the sum-
mer.

While the borough experi-
enced its share of natural disas-
ters, it also had some man-made
ones, including the self-destruc-
tion of former state Sen. Hiram
Monserrate, who was expelled
from the Senate after being con-
victed of misdemeanor assault for
cutting his girlfriend’s face with

Continued on Page 16

Storms, political 
upsets shaped 
Queens in 2010

Continued on Page 16

Pages 2, 33, 39 QGuide, Page 27

CELESTIAL EVENING

Parks Department Ranger, Sgt. Marc Sanchez, sets up the telescope to aim at Jupiter during an evening of star-
gazing at Fort Totten. Participants hoped to catch a glimpse of the Quadrantids Meteor Shower. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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The year in Queens was 

bookended by natural disasters 

— an earthquake in Haiti whose 

tremors were felt through-
out the borough and a late 

December blizzard that 
crippled Queens and the 

rest of the city — with a tornado 

and its aftermath lingering for 

days in the summer.While the borough experi-

enced its share of natural disas-

ters, it also had some man-made 

ones, including the self-destruc-

tion of former state Sen. Hiram 

Monserrate, who was expelled 

from the Senate after being con-

victed of misdemeanor assault for 
cutting his girlfriend’s 

face with a glass.On the education 
front, Queens faced shut-

downs of some schools, including 

the city’s renewed efforts to close 

Jamaica and Broad Channel high 

schools after a somewhat brief re-

prieve.
Continued on Page 14

Jamaica manmurdered onway to party
The murder of a Jamaica 

man who was shot on his way to a 

New Year’s Eve party capped off a 

violent year in southeast Queens.
Jamal West, 26, was found 

by officers with several gunshot 

wounds to his back at the corner 

of Merrick Boulevard and 109th 

Avenue around 11:30 p.m., police 

said. He was pronounced dead at 

the scene by EMS crews who ar-

rived a short time later, accord-

ing to investigators.Continued on Page 14

Queens rocked by calamitous events of 2010

A I B



 TIM
ESL

EDGER, D
EC. 8-14, 2011 

WE

59

2010 MAZDA
CX-7 SPORT

$$16,000000$16,000
*

CERFIFIED! Automatic, Climate Control, Traction Control,
Moonroof, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M, P/L, Alloys & Much More!

Stk#MU1986. ONLY 7K Miles!

WWW.KOEPPELMAZDA.COM
57-01 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

1-888-340-7378IC
IPA

L CREDIT

WWW.KOEPPELVW.COM
57-15 NORTHERN BLVD., QUEENS

ONLY 2
MILES FROM
THE 59TH ST.

BRIDGE

1-866-896-1111

HOURS:
MON-THUR 9-9,
FRI 9-7, SAT 9-7
OPEN SUNDAY

11AM-5PM
PARTS DEPT OPEN SATURDAY

FROM 9AM-1:00PM

*Prices include applicable rebates and incentives. All rebates subject to qualification. Tax, tags, doc & MV fees and $795 dealer preparation additional. Retail prices based on current Kelley Blue book. Prices subject to change. Photos are for
illustration purposes only. All advertised vehicles sold cosmetically as is. Ad offers cannot be combined. Offer expires 7 days after pub. date.VW-NYSDMV#7068638. NYSDCA#0918152. MAZDA-NYSDMV#7097757. NYSDCA#1175356.

––––– NO CREDIT REJECTED! –––––

1-800-476-1753
✔ SECURE ✔ SIMPLE

✔ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

DON’T GET
STUCK IN

THE SNOW!

OVER 50
CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

TRUCKS
THE

2002 HYUNDAI
TUCSON

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#MU1890. ONLY 53K Miles!

$12,000
*

2008 MAZDA
CX-7

AWD! Auto, A/C, ABS, Cruise,
P/W, P/L & Much More!

Stk#U7774. ONLY 68K Miles!

$14,000
*

2007 NISSAN
MURANO

AWD! Auto, Leather, P/Seats, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7823. ONLY 45K Miles!

$16,000
*

2004 VW
TOUREG

AWD! V8, Leather, Alloys, Auto, A/C,
CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#U7792. ONLY 67K Miles!

$17,000
*

2006 NISSAN
ROUGE

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7736.

ONLY 12K Miles!

$16,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Leather, Alloys, Auto,
A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L & Much
More! Stk#MU1931. ONLY 15K Miles!

$19,000
*

2009 TOYOTA
RAV 4

AWD! Auto, A/C, CD Player,
ABS, P/W, P/L & Much More!
Stk#U7811. ONLY 6K Miles!

$20,000
*

2008 JEEP
WRANGLER X
AWD! Hard & Soft Top! Automatic, Climate

Control, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS, P/W, P/M,
P/L & Much More! Stk#MU1983. ONLY 66K Miles!

$18,000
*

2010 VW
TIGUAN SEL
AWD! CERTIFIED! Automatic, Navigation, Moonroof,

Leather/Heated Seats, Alloys, Traction Control, Airbags, ABS,
P/W, P/M, P/L & Much More! Stk#U7861. ONLY 14K Miles!

$29,000
*

2009 MAZDA
CX-9

CERTIFIED! AWD! Heated Seats, Leather,
Alloys, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1937. ONLY 45K Miles!

$24,000
*

2010 MAZDA
CX-7

CERTIFIED! AWD! Auto, A/C, Moonroof,
Leather, Alloys, CD Player, ABS, P/W, P/L &
Much More! Stk#MU1910. ONLY 4K Miles!

$29,000
*

2008 MERCEDES
ML320 CDI
DIESEL! AWD! Nav, Powerlift Gate, Heated Seats,
Reverse Camera, Auto, A/C, CD Player, ABS, P/W,
P/L & Much More! Stk#U7829. ONLY 30K Miles!

$35,000
*
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*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.  66 month financing @ 6.9% APR with approved Tier 1 credit (750+ Beacon score) through Primary Lender. All Factory rebates & incentives to dealer. Down payment: Sonata=$3995; Santa Fe=$4995.  Offers may not be combined with other 
offers or discounts. Artwork for illustration only. Factory programs subject to change. Offer expires 12/31/11.

WWW.SOUTHSHOREHYUNDAI.COM
���������		
���	�
���������	�������������

855-444-7924

WHEN YOU COME TO O

SAVE EVEN MORE ON GREAT PRE-OWNED VEHICLES!
2002 Chevy Malibu
Auto, Abs, Power, 90k mi. Stk#U273T ...................................................

$4,395†

2004 Chevy Malibu
Auto/ A/C, PW, PL, CD. 90k mi. Stk #U301T. .....................................

$4,995†

2004 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Power, 97k mi. Stk#U262T ...........................................................

$5,495†

2002 Toyota Camry LE
Auto, All Power, 63k mi. Stk#U212O .....................................................

$9,488†

2005 Toyota Corolla LE
Auto, ABS, 55k mi. Stk#U277I ...............................................................

$9,499†

2006 Hyundai Tiburon GT Coupe
Auto, V6, 38k mi. Stk#U247T .................................................................

$9,895†

2009 Suzuki SX4
Auto, Sport Touring, 42k mi. Stk#U194T ...............................................

$9,998†

2006 Acura RSX
Auto, Power, ABS, 69k mi. Stk#U245T ...........................................

$10,895†

2008 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Power, 31k mi. Stk#U233T ....................................................

$10,988†

2007 Pontiac G6 2-Dr Coupe GT
Auto, 59k mi. Stk#U272T .............................................................

$10,995†

2005 Chrysler 300C
Leather, Sunroof, Auto, Full Power. 75k mi. Stk #U292T. ........

$11,995†

2008 Nissan Sentra 2.0 CVT
Auto, Power, 49k mi. Stk#U276I .................................................

$12,983†

2008 Mazda 3 I-Sport
Auto, Full Power, 39k mi. Stk#U230T .........................................

$13,295†

2009 Honda Civic LX 4-Dr
Auto, A/C, PW, Pl, CD. 70k mi. Stk #U237i. ................................

$13,495†

2010 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Power, Only 23k mi. Stk#U108I ........................................

$14,881†

2010 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Like New! 12k mi. Stk#U260T ..........................................

$14,988†

2005 Lexus ES 330
Auto, Power, Only 33k mi. Stk#U170T .......................................

$15,988†

2009 Honda CR-V LX
Auto, 4WD, 35k mi. Stk#U184I ....................................................

$16,488†

2011 Toyota Corolla
Auto, Like New! Only 8k mi. Stk#U186I .....................................

$16,988†

2011 Hyundai Elantra GLS
Auto, Very Clean, Only 19k mi. Stk#U179O ...............................

$16,995†

2010 Hyundai Santa Fe GLS
Auto, 4WD, 28k mi. Stk#U181O ..................................................

$17,995†

2009 Hyundai Azera 3.3 GLS
Full Power, Only 21k mi.  Stk#U189I ..........................................

$17,998†

2009 Nissan Maxima
Power, Very Clean, 27k mi. Stk#U223I .......................................

$21,395†

2008 Honda Odyssey EXL Touring
Nav, VDD, P/Doors, Lthr, Sunroof. 33k mi. Stk #U303T. ..................

$21,495†

2010 Hyundai Vera Cruz
Auto, 4WD, Power, 14k mi. Stk#U205T ......................................

$21,988†

2011 Hyundai Santa Fe GLS
Auto, Like New, 3k mi. Stk#U222T .............................................

$22,488†

2011 Hyundai Genesis
Like New! Loaded! 10k mi. Stk#U126I ......................................

$36,988†

†Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

BRAND NEW 2012 HYUNDAI

SANTA FE GLS  STOCK# 12302

BRAND NEW 2012 HYUNDAI

SONATA GLS 
STOCK# 12253

INCLUDED WITH EVERY  
NEW VEHICLE PURCHASE:

FINANCE FOR

����������� ��
��!"��#�����$���

%&���'(�"''"&�)�*#�*�

a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.com

FFFFFFFFIIIFIFIFIFIFIFFIIIINNANNNNNNNNNNNNAAAAAANANANAANNNNNAAANANNNNNCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCEEEEEEEE FFFFFFFFFFF ROOOOOOOORRRRRORORORORORORR

YOUR CHOICE

W 2012 HYUNDAI

ALARM  
UPGRADE

1 YEAR  
MAINTENANCE 

PLAN
ROADSIDE 

ASSISTANCE

*
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QUALITY PRE-OWNED CAN COST LESS!

ALTIMA2010
NISSAN

$$1414,995995$14,995
*

4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alarm. Stk#780070. 49K Miles!

*Tax, tags, doc & MV fees additional. Prices include all Factory rebates & incentives. ^1.99% APR financing with credit approval on select CPO vehicles; see dealer for details. Photo for illustration purposes only.
See dealer for complete details. Subject to credit approval. Ad offers cannot be combined. Not responsible for errors or omissions. All ad Offers expire 72 hours after publication.NYSDMV7068638. NYSDCA0888893

Koeppel Always Delivers Top QualityPre-Owned Vehicles...

ALL vehicles come with 5-DAY EXCHANGE POLICY.ALL vehicles come with 6 MONTH/6,000 MILE WARRANTY.ALL vehicles come with OWNER MANUALS & 2 SETS OF KEYS.ALL vehicles come with CARFAX REPORT.

KOEPPEL HAS AN

A+RATING!

PRE-OWNEDPRE-OWNEDADVANTAGEADVANTAGEADVANTAGE
PRE-OWNED

75-10 NORTHERN BLVD.,
QUEENS, NEW YORK

877-247-1979
KoeppelAutos.com

Visit Our Truck Lot

77-15 Northern Blvd.
Queens, New York

OVER 50 CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED NISSANS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Financing
Available^
1.99%APRAS

LOW
AS

GUARANTEED
CREDIT CENTER!

DRIVE YOUR BAD
CREDIT AWAY!
BANKRUPTCIES AND

FORECLOSURES WELCOME!

YYOOUU’’RREE  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD!!

If you make $1500 per month
Have a valid state I.D.
Can prove income & residence…CALL OUR TOLL-FREE 

CREDIT HOTLINE 1-888-876-8364 ASK FOR
CYNTHIA

1

2

3

2010 NISSAN 370Z TOURING
CERTIFIED! 6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, Alloys, Spoiler, Leather. Stk#UN2366. 4K Miles!

$29,995*

2011 NISSAN ARMADA SV 4X4
Green, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780257. 18K Miles!

$31,995*

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA
Leather, Sunroof, P/W, P/L, Auto., CD Player. Stk#UN2586. 10K Miles!

$26,995*

2010 ACURA TL
Automatic, Leather, Sunroof, P/Windows, P/Locks. Stk#UN2606. 20K Miles!

$28,495*

2011 HYUNDAI ELANTRA TOURING
Red, 4 Cylinder, Auto., Sunroof, P/W, P/L. Stk#UN2748. 11K Miles!

$15,695*

2010 NISSAN VERSA 
1.8L Engine, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, AM/FM/CD. Stk#UN2712. 45K Miles!

$12,495*

2002 NISSAN MAXIMA SE
Gray, Sunroof, Automatic, P/W, P/L, A/C. Stk#UN2672. 58K Miles!

$8,995*

2011 NISSAN ROGUE S 4X4
Automatic, P/W, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#780262. 19K Miles!

$19,995*

2009 MERCEDES C300 SPORT
4MATIC! P/Windows, P/Locks, Cruise, CD Player. Stk#UN2598. 26K Miles!

$28,995*

2010 HONDA CR-V
4 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys, Sunroof. Stk#UN2408. 19K Miles!

$20,895*

2010 DODGE CHARGER SXT
6 Cylinder, Auto., CD Player, P/W, P/L. Stk#780142. 30K Miles!

$16,995*

2009 MAZDA5 SPORT
Automatic, P/W, P/L, D/Airbags, CD Player. Stk#UN2376. 41K Miles!

$11,995*

2011 CHEVY TAHOE 4X4
8 Cylinder, Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780130. 29K Miles!

$33,995*

ALLOYS!

2009 MERCURY MARINER 
Automatic, P/Windows, P/Locks, CD Player. Stk#780084. 78K Miles!

$11,995*
SPORT
EDITION 

GREAT
CONDITION!

4WD!

REARVIEW
CAMERA!CERTIFIED! 4X4!

LIKE
NEW!

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY LWB
6 Cyl, Auto, A/C, P/W, P/L, Alloys. Stk#780112. 29K Miles!

$17,895*
LOW

MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LOW
MILES!

LIKE
NEW!HATCHBACK!

LOW
MILES!
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We’re Hosting the HolidaysWe’re Hosting the Holidays

It’s the most wonderful  time of the year!

Children’s
Christmas

Celebration

Join us on December 9, 2011 Join us on December 9, 2011Join Join for a fun filled eveningfor a fun filled evening
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Middle Village

 

   

Catering for All Occassions
Private Party Room Available Weddings, Bridal Showers, 

Baby Showers, Sweet Sixteen, Bereavements

Whether
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By Dr. C. Hammoud Ph.D.
�I had terrible Acne for 3 years and tried products with Benzoyl
Peroxide, Aloe Vera and others. After 4 days taking the Bell natural
product #60 it started to clear up my skin. My skin changed from terrible
to beautiful. Mylene Theriault, 19, Sorel-Tracy, QC �In 2 days my
son’s face completely cleared up of acne. My son is 15 and suffered for
3 years. We used many products like laser, Neem that did not work or
burned his skin. Veronica Marden, Seminole, TX �Unbelievable
acne free beautiful skin Last couple of years I had acne and tried
every product and antibiotics. Results with #60 were unbelievable.
Thanks for giving me beautiful skin and my self-esteem. Nelisa Royer,
28, Doral, FL �Within 6 days eczema cleared up completely. I
believe #60 addresses the cause internally instead of the symptoms.
Latifa Boutshik, 43, North York, ON �I had severe psoriasis over
95% of my body. Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and
dermatologist. I spent tons of money on remedies. After I got Bell #60,
I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life. Within 2 days I saw my
skin clearing up. I’m speechless. It was inexpensive compared with
what I spent before. Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC �All
statements made on the Bell website are sent by delighted users. All
are real people. Most have listed phone numbers and can be called for

advice. No money is paid to them. Their reward is the relief they are getting. All say #60 works within
days not months, not years. It’s more effective than what they used before. It is less expensive (some
acne suppliers ship monthly and charge monthly, which may amount to large sums yearly). No side
effects were reported on #60. TRUE EVIDENCE that we are helping people.

Eczema
Psoriasis
Rosacea
Rashes

#60
Guaranteed better than all
others they used say dozens
of delighted users with full
names and towns on the Bell
website. Works by cleansing
blood inside rather than
attacking skin from the outside
and leaving the actual cause
untreated. Here are a few
examples:

ACNE

In other towns try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t want to
order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa or Mastercard. S & H $9.95.

Store inquiries are
welcome.

www.BellLifestyle.com
1-800-333-7995

�Cholesterol and triglycerides under control! For the last 5-6 years I
have been told that my cholesterol and triglycerides were out of line. After taking
Bell Cholesterol Control #14 my doctor said he was amazed about the change.
This is a good product. Jerome Nettles, 51, Monroeville, AL �All statin
drugs gave me pain! My doctor tried them all on me. So he said to try a
natural product. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 I have no more pain.
I’m so happy about this. Deanna O’Neil, 63, Tecumseh, ON. �I had great
success with all Bell health products! In the last 2 years I had relief with

Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea, HDL Cholesterol Management, Blood Pressure Combo and Stem Cell Activator.
I love your products. They all work for me. Great results. That’s all that matters. Basil Richards, 49, S.W.
Ranches, FL �20 years of high cholesterol alleviated! I had high cholesterol for 20 years and drugs
didn’t agree with me. After taking Bell Cholesterol Control #14 for 6 months I had a check-up and was surprised
about the big improvement. I was delighted and extremely happy and so was my doctor. Norma Hrysio, 65, Lac
Du Bonnet, MB. We supply TRUE EVIDENCE.

Cholesterol
Control

High blood pressure is called the silent killer. If your BP is higher than
normal, try to get it down to about 120/80. For many people it is easy to
control. If it does not work for you we refund your money. On our website
you will find over 50 testimonials with full names and towns from all over
USA and Canada. Most of them have listed phone numbers and are happy
to talk about the relief they had. No money was paid for testimonials.

Other Bell products for relief of the following chronic ailments
All guaranteed! �Intestinal Cleansing & Weight Control #10 �Wrist Pain Carpal Tunnel
#30 �Stops Blood Sugar Imbalance & Weight Gain #40 �Calming Cronic Stress #66
�Colon Care & Cleanse #74. Bell is helping people everywhere.

Dr. C. Hammoud M.H., Ph.D. recommends this effective fish peptide
blood pressure natural product. So does Dr. Julian Whitaker M.D. �I was
on 3 blood pressure drugs that did not work well. After starting Bell #26
my readings are generally well below 120/80. Dona A. Anderson, 76,
Sooke, BC � My blood pressure was 157/90 and I had side effects
from prescription drugs. I bought a monitor. After 6 months on Bell #26 I
was down to 120/80. Toni L. McCuistion, 52, Elizabethtown, PA � At
work my driver’s medical test was too high at 170/100. After taking Bell

#26 for a few days I went down to 128/84
which allowed me to pass my work medical.
Kris Geier, 48, Windsor, ON. All products guaranteed to work.

�AVAILABLE IN QUEENS: �SPRINGFIELD Health Conscious Natural Foods 231-22
Merrick Blvd �ASTORIA Strand Pharmacy 2501 Broadway Astoria Chemist 2501 30th. Ave Astor
Pharmacy 3518 Ditmars Blvd. �BELLEROSE Rocky Hill Pharmacy 23601 Braddock Ave
�CORONA Value Pharmacy 5917 Junction Blvd �FAR ROCKAWAY Redfern Drugs 1485
beach Channel Dr. �FLUSHING A C Northern Pharmacy 154-16 Northern Blvd Franconia Pharmacy
4502 162nd St. Lewis Pharmacy 13698 Roosevelt Ave Victoria Pharmacy 44-45 Kissena Blvd
�FOREST HILLS J & D Pharmacy 7168 Yellowstone Blvd �FRESH MEADOWS Ilana’s
Pharmacy 180-30 Union Turnpike Echo Drugs 70-35 Parson Blvd �HOWARD BEACH Howard
Beach Apothecary 158-40 Crossbay Blvd �JACKSON HEIGHTS Jackson Heights Health Food
Store 83-10 37th Ave.  Maram Pharmacy & Surgical 7701 37th Ave Mi Farmacia 9015 Roosevelt Ave
Superior Pharmacy 7814 Roosevelt Ave Vitamins & Homeopathy Center 72-15 35th Ave�JAMAICA
Queens Community Expert Pharmacy 168 12 Hillside Ave Hillside Pharmacy 18420 Hillside Ave  Variety
Drugs 16933 137th Ave �LONG ISLAND CITY Vernon Pharmacy Inc. 4815 Vernon Blvd.
�GREAT NECK Optimum Health Nutrition 7 Spruce St.�LITTLE NECK Little Neck Health
Connection 24516 Horace Harding Expwy �MASPETH Eagle Pharmacy 6402 Flushing Ave
�REGO PARK Arcola Pharmacy 65-45 99th St�RIDGEWOOD Kraupner Pharmacy 6686
Fresh Pond Rd Mil-Rue Chemists 6687 Fresh Pond Rd Shawn Pharmacy 3339 Wycoff Ave.�SAINT
ALBANS Vital Health Food 196-14 Linden Blvd. Mind Body & Soul 189-28 Linden
Blvd.�SUNNYSIDE Go Natural Health Food 4503 Queen Blvd �WHITESTONE GNC 153-29
Cross Island Pkwy.�AVAILABLE IN LONG ISLAND: �VALLEY STREAM Dale Drugs
531 West Merrick RD.�CORAM Yore X Drugs 1850 Route 112�EAST HAMPTONS Liggett
Drugs 39 W.Montauk HWY.�HICKSVILLE GNC #2492 481 Broadway Mall �MIDDLE ISLAND
The Natural Vitamin & Herb Source 770 Middle Country Rd �BRENTWOOD Brentwood
Pharmacy 761 Suffolk Ave # 1  �SOUTHAMPTON Southrifty Drug 54 Jagger Ln �SAG
HARBOR SAG HARBOR PHARMACY 120 Main St �EAST HAMPTON East Hampton
Pharmacy 106 N. Main St.�SELDEN Quality Pharmacy 249 Middle Country Rd  �SHOREHAM
Shoreham Drug 99 Route 25A, #1 �N. BALDWIN Natures Vitamin Spot 1211 Grand Ave.

�Relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and
rushing to the toilet.  If you are considering surgery, try
this tea first.  Must work of money refunded. 99% success
rate. Helps virtually everybody quickly. The only prostate
remedy that works so well that it comes with a money-
back guarantee. Literally hundreds of delighted men
testifying on our web site:

� Doctor said to keep on drinking the tea.  Prescribed
prostate drugs did not help.  Leonard Pearcey, Wassis, NB
�I cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a
night.  I'm so happy not to have to face the torment of a
prostate operation and incontinence or impotency.  Albert
E. Blain, 74, Schumacher, ON �Even after TURP
prostate surgery and microwave therapy had to get up
many times.  Now down to 1-2 times. Tea is 100% better
than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL �After 1st
year drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd

year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly recommend the tea. A real life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston,
Forsyth, GA. People’s phone numbers on our website.

Frequent
BATHROOM TRIPS?
Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea #4a

#14

High Blood Pressure?

#26
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