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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Hunter College student 
Faiza Masood, who lives in 
Middle Village, is one of the 
recipients of this year’s Mar-
shall Scholarship, offered to 
a select number of students 
throughout the country. An 
Islamic Studies major, she 
hopes to offer a fresh and in-
dependent voice to intellectu-
al conversations on her faith.

“It was such an exten-
sive process and it took a lot 
of time,” Masood said in an 
interview about the famed 
scholarship, founded in 1953 
in honor of the late Secretary 
of State George C. Marshall. 
“It was a miracle and I was so 
grateful.”

Masood is one of only two 
students in New York state 
to receive the scholarship 
this year, out of a nationwide 
group of 40 students. She is 
the first Hunter College stu-
dent to be granted the honor. 
Masood intends to use the 
scholarship to earn a mas-
ter’s degree studying Islamic 
law with an emphasis on gen-
der studies and family law at 
the University of London or 
Oxford.

Masood said she knew she 
wanted to major in religion 

PONTE PAYS A VISIT

BY BILL PARRY

Lawmakers in western 
Queens are calling for an in-
vestigation into the Astoria 
Christian ministry  for evict-
ing low-income residents dur-
ing the holiday season in or-
der to turn a dormitory into a 
shelter. 

U.S. Rep. Joseph Crowley 
(D-Jackson Heights), state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
and Assemblywoman Aravel-
la Simotas (D-Astoria) urged 
state Attorney General Eric 
Schneiderman to investigate 
possible mismanagement by 
the non-profit, the New York 
School of Urban Ministry, for 
“blindsiding” 39 tenants from 
a dormitory in Astoria during 
the holiday season. 

Pastor Peter DeArruda, ex-
ecutive director and vice pres-
ident of NYSUM, met with the 
building residents just before 
Thanksgiving and told them 
they had to move out by year’s 
end. He then signed a “Notice 
of Termination” that said pro-
ceeding would begin. 

In their letter to the attor-
ney general letter dated Tues-
day, the lawmakers said the 
majority of the residents pay 
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 Boro scholar 
wins Marshall
to study Islam

Astoria evictions investigated
Lawmakers urge 
AG investigation
of ministry’s actions

Department of Correction Commissioner Joseph Ponte helps hand out gifts to young patients on a 
special holiday visit at Jamaica Hospital last week. More than a hundred toys were collected by DOC 
staff for a third straight year.         Courtesy of DOC
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 BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Protests are set to con-
tinue outside the proposed 
site of a small hotel devel-
opment in Jamaica that has 
some community members 
worried it may be trans-
formed into a homeless 
shelter upon opening.

The first protest at the 
intersection of 115th Ave-
nue and Guy R. Brewer Bou-
levard was held earlier this 
month, and Michele Keller, 
a member of Community 
Board 12 and a member of 
the Coalition of Concerned 
Citizens of South Jamaica, 
said the rallies would like-
ly continue after the holi-
days.

She stressed that resi-
dents were not opposed 
to the homeless, but were 
frustrated by what they 
saw as a glut of small hotels 
in South Jamaica being uti-
lized as homeless shelters.

“We strove hard to main-
tain that community. It’s 
a diverse community, and 
we worked hard to build up 
our homes,” she said. “Do 
we want to help the home-
less? Yeah, but not the way 
the city is going about it.”

Keller said the property 
is across the street from a 
bus depot in a primarily 
residential area. She said 
there would probably not 
be much demand for a hotel 
in the neighborhood, and it 
is a bus ride away from the 
transportation and retail 
amenities in downtown Ja-
maica. The circumstances 
led her to believe the de-
veloper may be planning to 
operate with the city as a de 
facto shelter. 

“To put a hotel at that 
site where there’s no at-
traction from anyone out 
of town, it’s not conducive,” 
she said.

Keller acknowledged 

that the developer could 
build on the property “as 
of right” without requiring 
community board approv-
al, but she said it would 
behoove developers to visit 
the community to detail 
their intentions.

The community had 
worked hard to stabilize 
the Jamaica residential 
communities in the 1990s, 
according to Keller, and 
were concerned that the 
prevalence of small hotels 
doubling as homeless shel-
ters could affect property 
values in the area.

Keller said she hoped to 
meet with the developers 
and was under the impres-
sion the developers had met 
with Councilman Ruben 
Wills (D-Jamaica). Wills’ 
office did not comment as 
of press time.

She said she did not 
want the protests to inspire 
anger, which she thought 
would not lead to results. 
Keller also said other activ-
ists, including protesters 
from Maspeth who had ad-
vocated against the Holiday 
Inn Express shelter in that 
neighborhood, had accom-
panied the Jamaica group 
during their first protest at 
the site. 

Keller said she hoped it 
would lead to “different co-
alitions” from around the 
borough joining forces.

“There’s no communi-
cations going on with com-
munities, and it only pits 
people against one anoth-
er,” she said about the city 
policy of housing homeless 
individuals in hotels. “You 
can’t expect people who 
work hard for their home to 
sit back.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.
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BY BILL PARRY

When three NYCHA resident 
associations endorsed Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s proposed $2.5 
billion Brooklyn Queens Con-
nector streetcar project Mon-
day, it raised some eyebrows 
among members of the growing 
anti-gentrification movement 
in western Queens, who see the 
BQX as an expensive boondog-
gle for luxury real estate devel-
opers with properties along the 
waterfront. 

Claudia Coger, the president 
of the Astoria Houses Residents 
Association, and colleagues 
April Simpson-Day at Queens-
bridge and Carol Wilkins at 
Ravenswood backed the con-
troversial plan and joined the 
board of directors of the Friends 
of the BQX, a non-profit created 
to support the 26-mile line along 
the waterfront from Astoria to 
Sunset Park, Brooklyn.

“We each have our own 
views, but for me it’s most cer-
tainly about connection,” Coger 
said. “Many of us in public hous-
ing in northwest Queens need to 
get to downtown Brooklyn be-
cause that’s where the city has 
moved all the offices for public 
assistance, Social Security and 
pensions for our retirees. The 
lack of sufficient transporta-
tion, especially for us out here 
on Hallets Peninsula where we 
live, it’s a great need.”

Coger, 81, raised seven chil-
dren during her 57 years living 
at the Astoria Houses. For 25 
years she was an assistant train 
dispatcher with the New York 
City Transit Authority before 
retiring in 1993.

“I get a free transportation 
pass as part of my retirement 
benefits, but it means I have to 
go to downtown Brooklyn ev-
ery time I need to renew it,” she 
said. “To get there you have to 
go through Manhattan and it 
can take much more than an 
hour each way. With the street-

car it’s a shortcut in comfort 
with great views. I don’t like the 
underground.”

Ya-Ting Liu, the executive 
director of the Friends of the 
BQX, said the women were be-
ing practical by joining a grow-
ing list of groups from Queens 
that have endorsed the project 
and taking seats on the organi-
zation’s board of directors, such 
as the Long Island City Partner-
ship,  the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, JetBlue and the Co-
alition for Queens.

“These leaders know first-
hand the challenges a commu-
nity cut-off from reliable transit 
faces, where it’s difficult to get 
to jobs, school, medical appoint-
ments, or frankly anywhere to 
want to go,” Liu said. “I look for-
ward to working with the new 
board members to ensure that 
all New Yorkers have a voice in 
bringing better transit to our 
city.”

Transit advocate Melissa 
Orlando, the founder of 7 Train 
Blues and Queens Access, 
helped organize the Jobs Homes 
Hoods public meetings in Sun-
nyside and Woodside, where 
leaders of the anti-gentrifica-
tion spoke against the project to 
large crowds this summer. 

“I find it interesting that 

they would endorse the BQX, 
although I can see some benefits 
for NYCHA residents,” Orlando 
said. “Just the funding issue 
alone. They say they’ll push up 
real estate prices along the cor-
ridor and that’s not good for any 
of us with all of the concerns 
about gentrification along the 
waterfront that will lead to dis-
placement of low- and working-
class residents and the mom-
and-pops and many other small 
businesses.”

Coger said that was consid-
ered by all three women before 
they endorsed the project and 
joined the board of the Friends 
of the BQX.

“You can’t close your mind 
to the fact that these things can 
happen, but in the future there 
is going to be change.  You can 
see the spread of development in 
every corner of the city,” Coger 
said. “We don’t know where it 
is all heading. But you have to 
take it one day at a time and you 
have to stay on top of it. Like I 
always tell the younger genera-
tions, you have to be wise and 
you have to take your seat at the 
table. That’s how you become 
knowledgeable.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 

The proposed $2.5 billion Brooklyn Queens Connector’s fi-
nancing is based on future development that has 
been slowed by the expiration of the 421-a tax abatement. 

Rendering courtesy Friends of the Brooklyn Queens Connector

NYCHA bigs back BQX
Project endorsed despite gentrification fears in borough

Protests planned  
at Jamaica hotel site
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BY BILL PARRY

It took eight years of pro-
tests and political pressure 
from elected leaders before 
the New York Power Author-
ity agreed to permanently shut 
down the Charles Poletti Power 
Project in 2011. The 33-year-old 
natural gas and oil plant was 
deemed the city’s worst pol-
luter and a prime reason west-
ern Queens, which produces 60 
percent of the city’s electricity, 
was nicknamed Asthma Alley.

NYPA replaced the Poletti 
plant with a 500-megawatt 
plant in 2005, and last week 
NYPA announced it has be-
come more efficient with new 
technology. A comprehensive 
central command center is 
now online that analyzes the 
performance of its expansive 
generation and transmission 
network and identifies poten-
tial problems before they can 
cause service outages. In time, 
NYPA intends to use the cen-
ter to also monitor its cyberse-
curity, physical security and 

network operations as well as 
information technology and 
operations technology services 
throughout its generation and 
transmission system, which 
stretches from Massena, N.Y., 
near the Canadian border to 
eastern Long Island.

“This is an exciting mile-
stone in our digital journey,” 
NYPA President and CEO Gil 
Quiniones said. “The Integrat-
ed Smart Operations Center 
will become the new standard 
in utility management and 
help us fulfill our core mission 
to provide power to our cus-
tomers that is both low in cost 
and reliable.”

The center will use asset 
performance management 
software provided by GE Pow-
er using sensors embedded in 
equipment such as turbines 
and transmission lines. It will 
better enable NYPA to better 
detect problems that could af-
fect the utility’s ecosystem, 
sometimes weeks in advance.

“Our neighborhood knows 
all too well the dangers asso-

ciated with blackouts and ser-
vice disruptions,” state Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Astoria) 
said. “Any efforts that would 
prevent such incidents from 
occurring are a welcome step 
in the right direction.”

Gianaris has been a leader 
in efforts to reform utilities 
since western Queens suffered 

through the historic blackout 
of 2016. More than 175,000 cus-
tomers in Astoria, Long Island 
City, Sunnyside and Woodside 
were plunged into darkness 
during a heat wave July 17 and 
service was not restored for 
eight days.

The electricity came from 
Con Edison’s Long Island City 

network, which was found to 
have failed equipment and 
feeder cables as old as 70. The 
length of the blackout added 
to the estimated damages of 
nearly $200 million.

NYPA will use the system 
initially at the Astoria power 
plant before expanding it to 
monitor assets at all of its fa-
cilities. The nation’s largest 
state-owned utility, which op-
erates 16 generating plants and 
owns one-third of New York’s 
high-voltage power lines, will 
help create an energy system 
in New York that is cleaner, 
more efficient and resilient.

“With this deployment, 
NYPA is pioneering change 
in the digital transformation 
of the electricity industry, set-
ting NYPA up for success and 
ensuring its goals related to ef-
ficiency and customer demand 
can be met,” said 

 GE Power Chief Digital Of-
ficer Ganesh Bell. “

Reach reporter Bill Parry by 
e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4538.

New technology is online at the New York Power Authority’s Astoria 
power plant that would identify problems before they could cause black-
outs. Courtesy NYPA

Technology at power plant should prevent blackouts
Groundbreaking monitoring and diagnostic center goes online at Astoria generating facility
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Queens 2016: Photos of even

The growing number of bike lanes on major streets in Queens this year caused a lot of grumbling among 
drivers and those who are against the new lanes for taking up parking spaces and limiting space on roads 
that is already tight. Courtesy of NYC DOT

Protests broke out at the Holiday Inn Express in Maspeth against Mayor de Blasio’s plan to 
house the borough’s exploding homeless population in hotels around Queens. 

Photo by Michael Shain

Middle Village, the little town named for its location halfway between Jamaica and Long 
Island City, celebrated its 200th anniversary earlier this year. 

Photo by Michael Shain

There was a hero’s homecoming in September for Dalilah 
Muhammad in her hometown, Rochdale Village, after she 
won a gold medal in the 400-meter hurdles in the Rio 
Olympics Games. Photo by Naeisha Rose

Mark Shupp uses cross country skies to navigate Astoria in the 
midst of the blizzard in January, a record snowstorm in New York 
history with more than two feet of snow covering the city in 24 
hours. Photo by Christina Santucci/Instagram

The election of Donald Trump did not surprise some immigrant groups in 
Queens. These girls are the children of Pakistani Christians who enthusiastically 
endorsed Trump in August.  Photo by Michael Shain

Bette Midler performs at the Forest Hills Stadium  
in a one-night-only event in October after the 
famed tennis stadium was nearly torn down not 
too long ago. Photo by Michael Shain



TIMESLEDGER, DEC. 30, 2016–JAN. 5, 2017 5  TIMESLEDGER.COM TL

nts that shaped the borough

Robert Tartaglia, Bayside High School, Class of ‘60,  stands at center court in the gym where the school had a prom-like 
dinner dance to mark its 80th anniversary. More than 200 alumni attended the event, hosted in the late Spring. The cel-
ebration consisted of an art show and tours od the school guided by current students.              
                         Photo by Michael Shain

Brian Barnwell pulled off a stunning victory in the 
September Democratic primary when he upset nine-term 
Assemblywoman Marge Markey and went on to win the seat. 

Photo by Michael Shain

It was not Vice President Joe Biden’s idea to rebuild 
LaGuardia, but it was his remark about it being a “third-
world airport” that sealed the deal. He visited in June when 
Gov. Cuomo unveiled a $4-billion plan to tear down the old 
terminal and build a new one. Photo by Michael Shain

Kanye West headlined the two-day Meadows Music & Arts Festival in October that sold nearly 50,000 tickets for an all-
star show in the parking lot of Citi Field. Queens officials were against the idea of a for-pay concert in a public park, but 
couldn’t stop it. The show came to a quick end when West’s wife, Kim Kardashian, was robbed at gunpoint in Paris. When 
news reached him on stage, he cut short his set and fled. Photo by Naeisha Rose

The mystery of Karina Vetrano’s murder in August still 
hangs over Howard Beach. Above, a mourner shows a me-
morial card from her funeral, but police have no leads on 
who killed the attractive young jogger in the high weeds of 
Spring Creek Park. Photo by Michael Shain

In September, the stabbing murder of a 60-year-old 
Bangladeshi woman on the street in Briarwood and the 
cold-blooded shooting deaths of two Muslim clerics jangled 
the nerves of immigrant communities in Queens. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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FLIP

BY BILL PARRY

From their office above a Roosevelt 
Avenue Laundromat, DRUM fought for 
15 years to put an end to a federal 9/11 
terrorist program that caused the de-
portation of tens of thousands of Mus-
lim and Arab men. 

Last week, the Jackson Heights-
based social justice organization saw 
its efforts rewarded when President 
Obama dismantled the National Secu-
rity Entry-Exit Registration Systems 
one week after the group delivered 
petitions with over 350,000 signatures 
demanding the administration re-
scind the program before President-
elect Donald Trump’s inauguration.

“The NSEERS program forced over 
83,000 people to register, over 13,000 
were put in deportations, and yet zero 
number of people were found to have 
any connection to violent activities,” 
DRUM Director of Strategy Roksana 
Mun said. “What these numbers don’t 
show are the extent of devastation and 
disruption in the lives that were left 
behind. What these numbers do show 
is a program that used egregious ra-
cial and religious profiling to engage 
in mass deportations of entire commu-

nities.”
DRUM member Mohammad Ja-

far Alam, a survivor of the original 
NSEERS program in 2003, was one of 
the individuals from groups across the 
country to deliver the petition to the 
Department of Justice Dec. 12.

“I know exactly what a program 
like NSEERS does to a person and 
their family. The extreme mental, 
emotional distress, the financial prob-
lems, the pressures on a family and the 
isolation that happens is a punishment 
not for just one person, but everyone 

involved,” he said. “We commend the 
Obama administration for responding 
to our call and ending this program.”

Under the program, 25 countries, 
mostly Muslim-majority nations, 
signed an agreement which allowed 
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to track people coming from and 
returning to the United States. While 
Obama suspended the program in 2011 
by removing all 25 countries off its list, 
critics feared the regulatory structure 
remained intact and could be used by 
the incoming Trump administration 

to revive the registry.
On Dec. 21 state Attorney General 

Eric Schneiderman called on Obama 
to dismantle the NSEERS program, 
saying it did not reduce terrorist ac-
tivity and instead undermined trust 
in law enforcement and instilled fear 
in some communities.

“We can’t risk giving President-
elect Trump the tools to create an 
unconstitutional religious registry,” 
Schneiderman said in a separate state-
ment. On Dec. 22 the Department of 
Homeland Security ended the program 
“with an immediate effective date,” ac-
cording to a DHS spokesman.

“This is a win for civil rights and 
for smart, effective law enforcement, 
as well as for the strong coalition of ad-
vocacy organizations and others who 
fought to dismantle this discriminato-
ry tool,” Schneiderman said in a state-
ment. “My office will continue (to) do 
everything it can to protect the rights 
of all New Yorkers, and ensure equal 
justice under the law for all, regard-
less of religion or national origin.”

Mayor Bill de Blasio commended 
the Obama administration’s decision 
to dismantle the program.

The Obama administration responds to nationwide pressure by dismantling the National 
Security Exit-Entry System. Courtesy MoveOn.org

Obama dismantles federal registry targeting Muslims
Jackson Heights organization helped apply pressure for action ahead of Trump inauguration

Continued on Page 35
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FLIP

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

State Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) and Assemblywoman-elect 
Stacey Pheffer-Amato joined the call last 
week for New York state to allow a spe-
cial type of DNA testing that could devel-
op new leads in the unsolved murder of a 
Howard Beach jogger last summer.

Addabbo and Pheffer-Amato co-
signed a letter to Michael C. Green, the 
executive deputy commissioner for the 
New York State Division of Criminal 
Justice Services, dated Dec. 22. In the let-
ter, they implored the commission to ap-
prove the use of “familial searching” in 
DNA data banks. They cited the murder 
of Karina Vetrano, who was killed Aug. 
2 and was found in Spring Creek Park in 
Howard Beach.

Authorities recovered DNA of an as-
sailant at the scene, but searches in DNA 
data banks have not led to a match. Us-
ing “familial DNA” searching could help 
investigators potentially pinpoint family 
members of a suspect.

“The tragic and brutal murder of 
Karina shook Howard Beach and the 
surrounding communities in many 
ways, and her family still must cope 
with the burden of her killer not yet be-
ing caught,” Addabbo said. “I believe it 
is imperative that we use the resources 
and technology we have available to not 
only find the person responsible for this 
young woman’s death and ensure the 
highest level of consequence, but to ease 
the fears of my constituents who know a 
dangerous individual is still out there.”

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

City Department of Education of-
ficials will be holding discussion 
meetings with Astoria community 
members who were concerned that 
elementary school students enrolled 
in the Gifted and Talented program 
at Public School 122 would no lon-
ger automatically enroll in the G&T 
middle-school program. The news 
modified an announcement earlier 
this month that parents in PS 122 
may lose automatic enrollment in a 
few years.

District 30 Superintendent Dr. 
Philip A. Composto sent a letter on 
Dec. 8 saying that automatic enroll-
ment for PS 122 elementary students 
would end in 2020. A Dec. 22 letter 
from Composto walked back his ear-
lier statement, though the second let-
ter does not seem to remove the pos-
sibility that automatic enrollment 
could eventually be discontinued.

“As you are already aware, select 
District 30 elementary G&T students 
are currently given an admissions 
priority to particular middle school 
G&T programs,” the letter said. “As 
we work to develop equity and ex-
cellence and explore changes, we 
welcome feedback from families and 
school communities on this impor-
tant issue. We will hold discussion 
meetings after the winter break, 
with dates to be announced in early 
January.”

PS 122, located at 21-21 Ditmas 
Blvd., is a K-8 school with elementary 
classes for general and special educa-

tion and G&T classes through eighth 
grade. Any student enrolled in PS 
122’s elementary G&T program au-
tomatically enrolls into the school’s 
middle-school G&T program, accord-
ing to a regulation stipulated in a 
2013 DOE memo. 

Even as automatic enrollment was 
set to discontinue throughout the 
district in 2019, elementary school 
students in PS 122 were supposed to 
retain their priority seating status. 
State Sen. Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria) called the school’s G&T program 

There will be community discussions about 
District 30’s Gifted & Talented classes after 
the new year, according to the district’s su-
perintendent.  Photo by Bill Parry

Addabbo joins calls for 
familial DNA testing

DOE to hold meetings 
on G&T in Dist. 30 

Continued on Page 40

Continued on Page 40
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FLIP

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
BY BILL PARRY

A research group at 
LaGuardia Community 
College will examine the 
history of LGBTQ activ-
ism in Queens as part 
of a three-year program 
illuminating the history 
of New York City. 

Funded by a $225,000 
from The Robert David 
Lion Gardiner Founda-
tion, a new group known 
as Gardiner-Shenker 
student scholars will be 
mentored by the faculty 
and staff at the LaGuar-
dia & Wagner Archives, 
which was established 
on campus in 1982 and 
is regularly accessed by 
scholars, journalists, 
and policymakers.

“Despite the sizable 
LGBTQ population here, 
Queens has been largely 
neglected by scholars,” 
said Richard Lieberman, 
PhD, professor of his-
tory and director of the 
LaGuardia & Wagner 
Archives. “To address 
this oversight, the 2017 
Gardiner-Shenker schol-
ars will study LGBTQ 
activism in Queens -- ef-
fectively expanding the 
focus of LGBTQ studies 
beyond Manhattan to the 
outer boroughs. We’re in 
the business of telling 
the real history of New 
York.”

LaGuardia Commu-
nity College President 
Gail Mellow said, “The 
history of LGBTQ activ-
ism in Queens that our 
student scholars will 
document honors this 
community’s struggles 
and triumphs and will be 
an important resource 
for years to come.”

Future research proj-
ects by Gardiner-Shenk-
er student scholars will 
focus on infrastructure, 
immigration or housing. 
The LaGuardia & Wag-
ner Archives serves as a 
repository for the city’s 
social and political his-
tory, which includes the 
largest collection of the 
city’s mayoral papers. 

“We’re proud to have 
the LaGuardia & Wag-
ner Archives on our 
campus,” Mellow said. 
“Its presence reflects 
our faculty’s dedica-

tion to scholarly work 
-- work that is normally 
assumed only to occur 
at four-year colleges and 
graduate centers. Giv-
ing a select group of stu-
dents the opportunity to 
work with our Archives 
faculty, and to conduct 
original research for a 
public audience, will be 
incredibly valuable for 
these students as they 
begin their careers.”

The grant was re-
ceived by the LaGuar-
dia Community College 
Foundation to fund the 
Robert Gardiner-Joseph 
Shenker Scholars Pro-
gram, named in honor 
of the late Robert David 
Lion Gardiner, a former 
Wall Street executive 
and the late Joseph Shen-
ker, the first president of 
LaGuardia Community 
College.

“Both Joe and Rob-
ert David Lion Gardiner 
were passionate about 
history, so it’s fitting that 
this initiative is named 
in their honor,” said Su-
san Shenker, the widow 
of Joseph Shenker. “In 
fact, Joe founded the 
LaGuardia and Wagner 
Archives as a tribute to 
the college’s namesake, 
Mayor Fiorello H. La-
Guardia,”

She added, “And as a 
pioneer of experimental 
learning -- where stu-
dents engage in studies 
that impact real orga-
nizations or receive on-
the-job training through 
internships and other 
programs, Joe would be 
pleased that mentorship 
is a cornerstone to this 
initiative.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

LaGuardia CC gets
grant for gay history
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BY BILL PARRY

When Borough President 
Melinda Katz opposed the idea 
of closing large parts of Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park this 
summer so concert promoters 
could stage music festivals, she 
wanted to keep access open to 
thousands of families and resi-
dents who enjoy the park. The 
Madison Square Garden Com-
pany, AEG Live and Founders 
Entertainment were all turned 
down by the city Parks Depart-
ment last week, leaving the 
898-acre park open to users at 
least until the US Open tennis 
tournament returns in late 
August.

A special bond exists be-
tween the park and the neigh-
borhoods surrounding it that 
is best exemplified by a pro-
gram that began in 2014. The 
Parks Department, the Design 
Trust for Public Space and the 
Queens Museum selected 23 
residents from ages 15 to 70, 
with origins in 12 countries, 
speaking eight languages, 
from Flushing, Corona, Kew 
Garden Hills and other neigh-
borhoods to form Community 
Design School. Over the course 
of 12 weeks they gathered at the 
Queens Museum for intensive 
sessions conducted by Design 
Trust Fellows to analyze, plan, 
debate and design new ideas 
for the park’s biggest challeng-

es and to increase public use 
and access.

“Initially we thought it 
would be like most design ses-
sions, some participation and 
then it disappears,” Richmond 
Hill’s Anandi Premall said. 
“What happened here? Our 
voices were really heard and 
we were respected as part of 
the community in creating the 
park. Real people in Queens. 

And our voices are being heard 
and respected and we’re part of 
a creative process with access 
to the whole process.”

The 23 members of the 
Community Design School are 
now advocates and partners 
with NYC Parks’ effort to ini-
tiate community-led enhance-
ments in the park. They cre-
ated handbooks in English and 
Spanish that were recently re-

leased, with a Chinese version 
to come, which helps guide 
newcomers to the fourth larg-
est park in the city. 

Their ideas included a new 
generation of information ki-
osks, art installations at park 
entrances, wayfinding maps 
and a sensory play area for 
children with special needs, 
which are all now part of the 
park.

“When changes are coming 
to a neighborhood, the problem 
is finding out after the plan has 
already been decided, or when 
politicians notify the commu-
nity in a way that feels like it’s 
just about checking a box,” Co-
rona’s Libertad Sanchez said. 
“But there are also times when 
it seems that the community is 
not really interested in know-
ing. That’s when you need edu-
cation.”

The Community Design 
School offered an open and col-
laborative environment that 
brought residents, neighbor-
hood organizations and public 
service stewards together to 
learn, create and design. The 
school’s curriculum details the 
multifaceted processes to real-
ize public designs, from iden-
tifying community needs and 
developing ideas, to building 
consensus and support, navi-
gating municipal procedures 
and executing final plans.

“It was great to see the De-

partment of Transportation 
present their projects around 
the park and to see that they 
are looking to work in coor-
dination with community 
members and the Parks De-
partment,” Corona’s Esther 
Sanchez said.

Woodside resident Jason 
Chin-Fatt comes up with new 
ideas simply by visiting the 
park.

“Selfishly, when I thought 
about the project, I thought 
‘I can tell them all the prob-
lems I see riding my bike 
along the path,’ something 
like that, but I came to see 
that there are more uses and 
more features than I knew,” 
he said. “It surprised me -- 
the amount and variety of us-
ers. Not just cyclists like me, 
but baseball players, people 
with baby carriages going to 
obscure playgrounds.”

Elmhurst’s Suzy Qui 
agreed.

“I’d love to do more with 
the open green spaces, the 
grassy fields all the way off 
in the corners of the park,” 
she said. “It was good to col-
laborate. Usually when agen-
cies are involved it is very 
formal, but this wasn’t.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Residents from neighborhoods surrounding Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park are active greenspace advocates after special training sessions. 

Courtesy William Michael Fredericks

BY MARK HALLUM

North Shore Towers is going 
smoke-free after shareholders 
took a vote to banish the habit 
on the 110-acre premises. 

The three building co-op 
located at 27240 Grand Central 
Pkwy. in Glen Oaks will ban 
lighting up in each of its 1,844 
units. 

Joel Bhuiyan, the Queens 
Community Engagement Co-
ordinator of NYC SmokeFree; 
Nancy Copperman with North-
well Health; Stephen Beasley 
with the NYC Dept. of Health 
and Eileen Miller; and Phil 
Konigsberg, who comprise the 
Queens Tobacco Control Coali-
tion, held a Dec. 19 news confer-
ence to announce the change.

 The new bylaws will go into 
effect on Jan. 1 and North Shore 
Towers will become the larg-
est co-op in the city to become 
smoke-free.

“By establishing a smoke-
free environment, North Shore 
Towers’ residents have created 
one of the healthiest places to 
live in Queens,” said Copper-
man, assistant vice president 
of public health and commu-
nity partnerships at Northwell 
Health. “Their partnership in 
promoting health and wellness 
supports Northwell Health’s 
population health initiatives.”

Smoking is the leading cause 
of preventable death, according 
to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, and nearly 6 million people 
worldwide die from tobacco-re-
lated illness every year. There 
are 480,000 deaths per year in 
the United States from smoking, 
while  41,000 people die from the 
effects of second-hand smoke.

“When a board of directors 
works cooperatively and in the 
best interest of the community, 
it can accomplish miracles,” 
North Shore Towers board 

member Phyllis Goldstein said. 
“Their decision to attempt to 
safeguard the health of all its 
residents by making North 
Shore Towers a smoke-free 
cooperative was a caring, non-

political initiative.”
The motion to ban smoking 

on the premises needed a two-
thirds vote from co-op owners. 
It passed with 72 percent of the 
vote.

“North Shore Towers’ histor-
ic vote to go entirely smoke-free 
effective Jan. 1, 2017 ensures 
that its vibrant community of se-
niors, families and children will 
be protected from tobacco pollu-
tion anywhere on the grounds” 
Bhuiyan said. “We were thrilled 
to be help educate their resi-
dents on the dangers of second-
hand smoke and the advantages 
of adopting a smoke-free policy, 
which in the end garnered over-
whelming support.”

State Sen. Tony Avella (D-
Bayside) also delivered remarks 
at the news conference as well 
as Councilman Barry Groden-
chik (D-Oakland Gardens).

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@cn-
glocal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4564.

Elected officials and smoke-free advocates announce a smoking ban at 
North Shore Towers. Photo courtesy of Northwell Health

Glen Oaks’ North Shore Towers goes smoke-free

Neighbors help change Flushing Meadows
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www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

PLATINUM  DIAMONDS  GOLD & SILVER COINS
We Pay the Highest Price Cash in a Flash

PUBLIC NOTICE

GOLDEN NUGGET

Don’t Let Your 
Money Sit Idle  Sell 
While The Market 

Is High!

POLICE 

Blotter
COLLEGE POINT - Police have 

deemed the June death of a 21-year-
old man in College Point a homi-
cide. 

Jean Villanueva was found seri-
ously injured by officers on 14th Av-
enue and College Point Boulevard on 
Jun. 15., police said. He was lying on 
the ground unconscious and unre-
sponsive with head trauma, police 
said. Villanueva had been in a fight 
near the handball court of the park 
by 14th Avenue, according to police.

He was taken to New York Hospi-
tal of Queens in critical condition. 
Villanueva was brain dead and re-
mained on life support until he suc-
cumbed to his injuries Sept. 9, ac-
cording to police.

On Dec. 21 the medical examiner 
determined Villanueva’s death was 
a homicide. There have been no ar-
rests and the investigation is ongo-
ing. 

According to NYC Parks Advo-
cates, police have identified a “per-
son of interest,” a 23-year old man 
who has not been arrested. This per-
son has 15 prior arrests for assault, 
disorderly conduct and marijuana 
possession and is actively on proba-
tion for a drug charge until 2020, the 
parks group said.

Anyone with information regard-

ing the case or the suspect’s where-
abouts is urged to call Crime Stop-
pers at 800-577-TIPS.

Police have deemed the death of 21-year-old 
Jean Villanueva a homicide.

 Photo by Ellis Kaplan

CORONA - The NYPD released new 
surveillance video Sunday that shows 
two men connected to a series of sev-
eral cell phone store robberies in 
western Queens over the last month. 
The footage tracks the two suspects 
near a Sprint store they allegedly 
robbed near Junction Boulevard and 
Roosevelt Avenue in Corona Dec. 21.

They brandished a gun and alleg-
edly forced two customers to the back 
of the store, where they were bound 
with tape before taking off with 218 
iPhones, iPads and Samsung phones 
and tablets, and $800 from the regis-
ter, police said. They also took $1,100 
in cash from two customers and $30 
from a store employees, according 
to the NYPD. The victims were not 
treated for any injuries, police say.

The same men entered a T-Mo-
bile store at 86-16 Queens Blvd. in 
Elmhurst on Sat. Dec. 3, flashed a 
gun and ordered the employees to the 
back of store before allegedly taking 
$600 worth of property and fled the 
store, police said. One employee gave 
chase and was fired at by one of the 
suspects but was not hit, according to 

the NYPD.
The first incident occurred Nov. 20 

at a Spring store at 46-31 Greenpoint 
Ave. in Sunnyside. The two men en-
tered and approached a 22-year-old 
woman working in the store, pro-
duced a firearm and demanded cash 
and merchandise, police said. The 
suspects allegedly stole 45 Apple iP-
hones and $3,500 before fleeing on foot 
northbound on 47th Street, according 
to the NYPD.

No one was injured and there have 
been no arrests, said a police spokes-
man and the investigation continues. 
One suspect is described as a 6-foot-1 
black man with dreadlocks around 
250 pounds, while the other suspect 
is a 5-foot-10 black man around 200 
pounds. with a dark complexion and 
a Caesar style haircut.

Anyone with information is asked 
to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 1-800-577-TIPS.

--- TimesLedger reporter Bill Parry

Two armed men rob cell phone stores: NYPD

Police rule College Point death a homicide
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7 DAYS OPEN (7:00 AM - 6:00 PM)
PICK UP & DELIVERY

We honor all MFG warranties

$15OFF 
ANY BATTERY PURCHASE 
INCLUDES INSTALLATION

$19.95 
OIL CHANGE

$20OFF 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT OR FREE 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT WITH THE 

PURCHASE OF 4 TIRES

$10OFF 
MOBIL 1 SYNTHETIC OIL 

CHANGE (UP 5QTS)

$20OFF 
BRAKES

We honor all MFG warranties

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Mercedez, Jaguar, BMW, Lexus, Honda

NOR-PARSONS  SERVICE CENTER
Nor- Parsons Blvd., Flushing, NY 11366
(718) 380- 6484

NOR-MARATHON SERVICE STATION
248-68 Horace Harding Expy, Little Neck, NY 11362
(718) 423-3900

1362
NOR-GREAT NECK SERVICE CENTER
#4 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY 11021
(516)  773-9266
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EDITORIALS

OTHER VOICES

In June 2016,  the Long Island 
Rail Road closed the Little Neck 
Station east end pedestrian over-
pass bridge for safety reasons.  
The structure was removed Sept. 
16..  A new replacement pedestrian 
bridge was installed Dec. 3.  How 
disappointing that no canopy was 
included for both the new pedes-
trian bridge and staircases.  Why 
did commuters have to deal with 
this inconvenience for six months?  
It created a safety hazard at the 
nearby Little Neck Parkway grade 
crossing with riders having to cross 
before grade crossing gates came 
down to avoid missing trains.  

The LIRR has a very sophisti-
cated yearly annual schedule for 
management of capital improve-
ment projects along with assign-
ment of  LIRR employees, track out-

ages and procurements to insure 
maximum efficiency of resources.  
Why didn’t the LIRR coordinate 
demolition of the pedestrian bridge 
with procurement of a new bridge 
... to coincide the same or follow-
ing weekend with the installation 
of a new replacement bridge?  The 
LIRR should follow New York City 
Transit “Fast Track” program. 
LIRR commuters deserve nothing 
less.

Why didn’t the LIRR coordinate 
purchase of a simple prefabricated 
overhead canopy along with pro-
curement of a new prefabricated 
pedestrian overpass bridge? Both 
could have been installed during 
the same weekend. For a few dol-
lars more, this would have pro-
vided riders with protection from 
rain, snow, sleet and ice.  It would 
also extend the useful life for both 

pedestrian overpass bridge and 
staircases.  

The original pedestrian over-
pass bridge and stairs were in-
stalled in 1989.  Since that time, rid-
ers due to inclement weather, have 
had to periodically deal with slip-
pery and unsafe conditions when 
using this passageway to access 
the eastern end of the westbound 
platform.  When the safety crossing 
gates go down at Little Neck Park-
way, this is the only way to reach 
Penn Station-bound trains.

Metro North always includes 
a canopy with installation of any 
pedestrian overpass bridge or 
staircases. Don’t LIRR commuters 
deserve the same consideration as 
their Metro North counterparts?

 Larry Penner
 Great Neck
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 As we approach the new year in Queens, native son 
Donald Trump’s improbable victory as the nation‘s new 
president has made Americans more optimistic about 
the future.

 The consumer index surged in December to its 
highest point since 2001 in the aftermath of Trump’s 
election, according to the Conference Board.  Another 
key barometer, the University of Michigan’s confidence 
survey, found Americans were more hopeful about the 
economic outlook than in the past 13 years.

 Even fears about a possible trade war and the eco-
nomic turmoil that could follow a dismantling of Obam-
acare failed to blunt the euphoria at the prospect of deep 
change to the country.

The annual New Year’s poll conducted by the Asso-
ciated Press and the Times Square Alliance also was 
upbeat with 55 percent of Americans saying they ex-
pected 2017 to be better for them than 2016. The percent-
age of bullish Americans clocked in at only 43 percent 
last year.

 When consumers are more confident, they tend to 
spend more, which could bode well for Queens.  Con-
sumer spending is a major driver of the U.S. economy, 
accounting for as much as 70 percent of GDP by some 
estimates.

 Queens had the city’s lowest unemployment rate of 
4.5 percent in November in keeping with the borough’s 
steady track record for more than two decades.

 Small businesses are the life force in Queens, which 
probably has the nation’s most ethnically diverse work 
force.  The newcomers are starting their own business-
es, building on past successes and relying on their en-
trepreneurship skills to capture the American Dream.

 The two airports and the hospitals are giant employ-
ers in the borough, but it’s the mom-and-pop businesses 
that are firing the economic engine.

 In another sign of headier times, Queens businesses 
with fewer than 10 employees must pay workers a mini-
mum wage of $10.50 an hour from $9 beginning Jan. 1.  
Businesses with at least 11 employees will pay $11 an 
hour as the minimum wage heads to $15 across the state 
by 2021.

 Weighing against this positive outlook are two 
tough challenges Queens faces: the homeless crisis that 
has forced the city to house desperate people in the bor-
ough’s motels and the threat of federal action against 
immigrants, who make up 50 percent of the county’s 
population.

 Many of the homeless in Queens work at low-paying 
jobs but need affordable housing to advance. If we can’t 
harness their potential contribution to the Queens 
economy and the immigrants leave due to deportation 
and fear, the economic might of the borough could be 
diminished.

BANKING ON CHANGE

LIRR shortchanged Little Neck riders
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READERS WRITE

An Open Letter to MTA 
Chairman Thomas Prender-
gast:

We are writing to you re-
garding the study that we un-
derstand the MTA is undertak-
ing about possible activation 
of rail service along the long-
abandoned section of the former 
Rockaway Beach Branch Line 
in the borough of Queens.

As you may know, Friends of 
the QueensWay is a community-
based organization formed by 
many people living along this 
abandoned – and blighted – 
property who are advocating for 
its adaptive reuse as a 3.5-mile 
linear public park. Working 
with The Trust for Public Land, 
for the past few years we have 
been pursuing a plan that will 
significantly improve the qual-
ity of life in our communities 
by providing a safe bike and pe-
destrian path, adding new park-
land, improving environmen-
tal conditions, and connecting 
neighborhoods.  In fact, much of 
our motivation comes from de-
cades of inaction on developing 
this property and the impact 
that it has on our quality of life.  

One of the excuses for not devel-
oping the park is because of a 
rail alternative which has no de-
tails, has been met with signifi-
cant community opposition and 
has been the subject of multiple 
studies (since the 1962 closure of 
the line) that have conclusively 
shown that rail reactivation on 
this abandoned property is not 
feasible.

Together with The Trust for 
Public Land, we have raised 
more than $2 million in private 
and public funding (including 
more than $900,000 from the 
state Regional Economic De-
velopment Council), overseen a 
year-long planning process, and 
developed an active program 
to engage the community. The 
QueensWay has secured the 
endorsement of multiple elected 
officials, citywide and local 
community groups, thousands 
of local residents, and The New 
York Times.

We respectfully ask you and 
the MTA to consider the follow-
ing negative impacts of this rail 
reactivation:

 Elimination of/distur-

bance to community spaces 

where children play and 

learn

 Since rail activity ended, 
a number of vital community 
facilities have sprung up along 
the rail line, including three 
new schools comprising the 
Metropolitan Education Cam-
pus on Metropolitan Avenue in 
Forest Hills and the Forest Hills 
and Ridgewood-Glendale Little 
Leagues. Rail reactivation 
would likely cause full or partial 
closure of Little League fields, 
and significant noise would dis-
tract Metropolitan Campus stu-
dents and bother thousands of 
local residents. This issue could 
be exacerbated depending on 
where any new stations might 
be built, given that certain for-
mer station locations are being 
used for other developments 
that emerged after rail use was 
abandoned.  .

Loss of Parkland

Of this 47-acre former RBB 
line property (owned entirely 
by the city), seven acres are now 
under the jurisdiction of the city 
Department of Parks & Recre-
ation. It is our understanding, 
based upon consultation with 

The Trust for Public Land’s at-
torneys, that if a non-parks use 
were enacted here (including 
a train), it would trigger the 
parks alienation procedure, 
necessitating state Legislature 
approval and the need to create 
seven acres of nearby replace-
ment parkland.

Prohibitive Cost

Among various previous 
studies, one done in 1975 esti-
mated the cost of reactivation 
to John F. Kennedy Airport to 
be $469 million, which is over 
$3 billion in today’s dollars.  Ex-
tending the rail line to the Rock-
aways would cost much more, 
particularly building a new 
bridge across Jamaica Bay to 
the Rockaways – a tremendous 
challenge considering the envi-
ronmental protections in place. 
There are better ways to spend 
that money.

 Negative Impact on Rock-

aways Commuters

 In the course of our commu-
nity consultation, we have heard 
from a number of Rockaway res-
idents who are concerned that 
reactivation of the LIRR route 
would eliminate A subway ser-

vice (since LIRR trains and 
subways cannot share the same 
track), forcing commuters from 
the Rockaways to use the LIRR. 
This would increase their tran-
sit expenses by as much as $200 
a month, prohibitive for some. If 
on the other hand it were decid-
ed that the A subway should run 
along the RBB line, commuting 
times from the Rockaways to 
Midtown Manhattan would not 
necessarily be improved, and 
already overly-crowded Queens 
Boulevard subway tunnels (E, 
F, M, and R) could become even 
more taxed due to the addition 
of new trains.

 Negative Impact on LIRR 

Main Line

 Previous studies of the LIRR 
have shown that were the RBB 
line reactivated, the logistics of 
accommodating its connection 
into the Main Line could cause 
slowing of trains running west 
into Manhattan during the 
morning rush hour.

Friends of the QueensWay 
Steering Committee

Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com

     (Re:  Helms Brothers’ ap-
plication to allow a Volvo dealer-
ship to operated at 207-22 North-
ern Blvd.)

My name is Mandingo Osce-
ola Tshaka and I am a Bayside 
community advocate and presi-
dent of the Bayside Clear Spring 
Council, the civic organization 
covering the site in the appli-
cation.  I regret that I cannot 
appear in person at the Dec. 13 
hearing.  I am sending in testi-
mony again to voice my opposi-
tion over this application.  My 
concerns include the following:

      1) The block where the 
Volvo dealership is operating 
is already saturated with auto-
related businesses.  How can the 
BSA expect this community to 
deal with yet another auto deal-
ership?  Aren’t four other auto 

dealerships, a transmission re-
pair business and a body shop 
and repair business enough to 
handle on one block? 

      2) Why is this auto dealer-
ship operating before the vari-
ance under consideration has 
even been approved?

      3) It is my understanding 
that vehicles from this Volvo 
dealership may be allowed to 
be test driven along 45th Road, 
in the residential area, as part 
of the route to be followed.  This 
is unacceptable.  All vehicles 
should exit and enter from 
Northern Blvd. if an auto-relat-
ed business is allowed to oper-
ate at this site.  A monitor from 
the auto business should be 
stationed when vehicles are ac-
cessing the front of the building 
to ensure that they can safely ac-

cess Northern Boulevard.  Test 
drives should be conducted only 
along major thoroughfares, not 
through residential streets.  
Let them go east on Northern, 
then south on Bell Boulevard, 
then west on Rocky Hill Road, 
then north on Francis Lewis 
Boulevard, and then back east 
on Northern Boulevard to the 
business.  That would affect the 
least number of residents in my 
community.

      4) As I stated in my sub-
mitted testimony of Aug. 23rd, 
2016,  “nowhere else do we find 
such a saturation of auto-re-
lated businesses in northeast 
Queens.  The people living here 
are constantly bombarded with 
auto fumes and congested traf-
fic.   Quality of life is negatively 
impacted.   Home values in this 

area suffer.
      5) The problem is com-

pounded because many of the 
businesses on this block are 
breaking the law.  Some have 
encroached into the residential 
zoned area of 45th Road.  The 
many homes that used to line 
the north side of 45th Road have 
all been demolished and in their 
place, parking lots, extended 
buildings and the like have 
crept in.  I have reported these 
violations many times.  Howev-
er, the Department of Buildings 
has failed to act to enforce the 
zoning regulations.  

        6) I truly feel that this 
type of illegal practice that is 
condoned by the city of New 
York is blatant racism.  The peo-
ple living in my neighborhood 
are predominantly African 

American and other people of 
color.  This intolerable situation 
is not found in any other part of 
Bayside or northeast Queens.  It 
would not be allowed by the peo-
ple living there and it should not 
be allowed in my neighborhood 
either.  I see the same kind of 
commercial development blight 
in other Queens neighborhoods 
where people of color reside, in-
cluding in South Jamaica.  

    Before you render your 
decision, I hope that the BSA 
will take these concerns and 
comments into serious consid-
eration.  I truly believe that the 
future of my community is at 
stake.

Mandingo Osceola Tshaka
Bayside

Scotch Volvo dealership’s plan for Bayside strip

Queensway makes its case against rail line

CORRECTION
 In the Dec. 23 story in the QGuide on Hanukkah food, the deli was misidentified due to 

an editing error.  The correct name is Ben’s Kosher Deli in Bay Terrace.
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It was the year of Pokemon 
Panic — any toy that gets kids 
outside must be stopped! — and 
the year a Florida school can-
celed its “Powder Puff” all-girl 
football game, suggesting the 
girls bob for apples instead. It 
was the year that we saw the 
first academic study of bouncy 
house temperatures — ”some-
thing that no one had really 
examined in the published lit-
erature,” according to one of the 
researchers. Imagine that.

But in all, it was a particu-
larly great year for busybodies.

A video of a man screaming 
at a woman who popped into the 
gas station while her kid waited 
in the car went viral — who 
could resist mom-shaming like 
that? — as did a video of parents 
getting their food at a buffet 

while their baby waited at the 
table. Why that child could have 
been vaporized while they got 
their spareribs!

Cops asked one mom to leave 
a football game because onlook-
ers thought her baby looked 
cold, while another mom’s kids 
were ordered to undergo a phys-
ical because she let them wait 
in the minivan while she got a 
Starbucks drink — an errand 
that took three whole minutes. 
And my friend Julie Gunlock, 
a writer in D.C., got chewed out 
by an FBI agent for running in 
to get a rotisserie chicken while 
her boys, 9, 7 and 5, waited in the 
car. She certainly is Public En-
emy  No. 1.

And then there were these 
stories:

1) The police chief of New 
Albany, Ohio, helpfully re-
vealed the age that kids are old 
enough to start going outside 
on their own: 16. “I think that’s 
the threshold where you see 
children getting a little bit more 
freedom.”

2) Local television news in 
Fargo, N.D., reported that a 
mom “felt scared” at the gro-

cery because she kept running 
into the same couple in sev-
eral aisles, “And when I went 
to the checkout, they were right 
there.” Yep.

3) Kids at the Learning Col-
laborative, a pre-school in a 
disadvantaged neighborhood 
of Charlotte, N.C., were not 
allowed to play on their new 
swings because the grass and 
dirt underneath were “too dan-
gerous.” First the school must 
raise $1,100 to replace the grass 
with six-inch-deep mulch.

4) The Beaverton, Ore., li-
brary will not allow children 
under 10 on the premises unless 
“within sight lines of parents” 
at all times. If an “adult-respon-
sible caregiver cannot be locat-
ed within five minutes, library 
staff will call the Beaverton Po-
lice Department.”

5) A 14-year-old Iowa girl, 
“Nancy Doe,” took two racy pic-
tures of herself — one in a sports 
bra and boy shorts, one braless, 
but with her hair covering her 
breasts — and texted them to a 
boy. A few weeks later, she was 
accused of sexual exploitation of 
a minor: herself.

6) The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention advised 
all women who are not on birth 
control not to drink any alcohol 
until they reach menopause. 
Explained Princeton sociologist 
Elizabeth Mitchell Armstrong, 
“The idea is that any woman 
of reproductive age should be 
treated as potentially pregnant 
at all times.”

7) Rhode Island legislators 
introduced a bill that would ban 
recess if temperatures drop be-
low 32 degrees.

8) A dying, wheelchair-bound 
sex offender with Alzheimer’s 
must move out of the Boynton 
Beach, Fla., hospice where he 
lives because it is too close to a 
pre-school.

9) Some 900 middle-school 
students in Grand Island, Neb., 
were evacuated when a staff 
member noticed an unfamiliar 
box in the band room. The state’s 
bomb squad was summoned to 
open it, and discovered it held 
what some would indeed consid-
er a threat to the community’s 
wellbeing: An accordion.*

10)  And just three weeks 
ago a Long Island mom and dad 

shopping for Christmas lights at 
a Valley Stream Home Depot let 
their 4-year-old nap in the car. 
When they came out about 20 
minutes later, they found fire-
men had smashed open the back 
passenger window to extricate 
the (perfectly fine, if startled) 
boy after someone had called 
911 to report an “unconscious 
child.” A waiting ambulance 
then sped the tot and his mom 
to Cohen’s Children’s Hospital 
in Queens, while the dad was 
thrown in jail for five hours. 
That night when they all finally 
got home after 10, the doorbell 
rang at about midnight: Some-
one from child protective ser-
vices was there to inspect their 
home. Now the dad is awaiting 
trial on charges of child endan-
germent. His court date is Val-
entine’s Day. Nice.

May your year be saner and 
sweeter!

*OK, cheap joke. The accor-
dion is actually my favorite in-
strument.

Lenore Skenazy is a keynote 
speaker, author of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids, and a con-
tributor at Reason.com.

COLUMNS

Lenore 
Skenazy

■

Rhymes 
with Crazy

In its November 2016 
newsletter Maria DeInnocen-
tis of the Civic Association 
of Utopia Estates questions 
the city building bioswales 
at the curbs in their com-
munity. Green markings in-
dicate that the Department 
of Environmental Protection 
is considering putting a bio-
swale, or “rain gardens,” at 
that location.

They are marked off by 
green lines and look like a 
long tree pit which is dug 
deep into the ground and 
filled with permeable soil and 
a layer of gravel. It can have 
grasses or bushes or trees 
in it with a low fence on the 
sidewalk side. It is designed 

to let rainwater into the pit 
so less rain water goes into 
the sewers during a storm. 

 With the help of state Sen. 
Tony Avella (D-Bayside) and 
Assembly member Michael 
Simanowitz (D-Flushing), a 
meeting was held with civic 
leaders and legislators and 
DEP Acting Commissioner 
Vincent Sapienza  Sept. 27. 
The civic leaders had many 
questions such as who will 
be responsible for maintain-
ing the 5-by-10 or 20-foot long 
bioswale in front of a person’s 
house or in front of a store.

How will people with ba-
bies or elderly people get in 
or out of a car parked next 
to a bioswale even if there is 
no fence on that side of the 
area? Who will maintain the 
structure? What will hom-
eowners do if someone falls 
on the fence and sues them? 
Why is the DEP pushing bio-
swales when the DOB doesn’t 
stop people from paving over 
front and backyard lawns? 
Why can’t people opt out of 

these things in front of their 
homes?

Since this meeting there 
has been a conference call 
conversation with the same 
people and the same ques-
tions but no answers. With 
the help of Avella the DEP 
agreed to held off on build-
ing new bioswales while they 
evaluate the agency’s poli-
cies.

 The November-December 
2016 Auburndale Civic Asso-
ciation Voice featured an ar-
ticle by Henry Euler on that 
September meeting with the 
DEP.  The article described 
what happened at the meet-
ing and mentioned that ho-
meowners were unhappy 
that they had not been noti-
fied about the project prior 
to those green markings be-
ing placed in front of their 
homes.

It seems that all this is 
because of a ruling by New 
York state which requires 
municipalities to decrease 
the runoff of rainwater after 

a storm.
The October 2016 newslet-

ter of the West Cunningham 
Park Civic Association had 
an article by Elaine Young 
that explained those cryptic 
green markings at our curbs. 
She told about the bioswale 
proposals by the DEP. She 
made the point that people 
and shopkeepers have spent 
thousands of dollars to re-
place their sidewalks and 
now the DEP will be tearing 
them up to put in these pits.

There is also concern that 
some of these proposed proj-
ects are right where there 
sprinkler systems or natural 
gas lines are located. Anoth-
er comment made was that 
many of our curbs are old so 
any new curbs will make our 
old curbs look bad. 

There is the suggestion 
that if the city would loosen 
up the soil in our current 
tree pits, then water could be 
absorbed better in the cur-
rent tree pits.

GOOD AND BAD NEWS OF THE 

WEEK
It is good to have devel-

oped a criminal justice and 
prison system so danger-
ous people can be tried and 
locked up in a prison so they 
can’t hurt other people. 

However, our crimi-
nal justice system is being 
abused. Private industry 
has started operating jails, 
which are used as a way to 
make money for the opera-
tors. Also, the justice sys-
tem is used as a way to make 
money. It employs police of 
all kinds to arrest people. 
People are stopped for things 
like changing lanes without 
signaling or having a broken 
tail light. The police then use 
this stop to search the car or 
people and look for anything 
illegal. People are given a 
fine and also made to pay 
court fees, which they often 
can’t afford.  About 80 per-
cent of the people being held 
on Rikers Island cannot af-
ford to pay bail.  

Borough’s civics sound off about green bioswales

Self-appointed child protectors stalk parents

Bob
Harris

n

The Civic 
Scene
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Disturbed by the brutal 
murder of a woman in Rich-
mond Hill, two Indo Caribbean 
women’s activists organized 
a community vigil to discuss 
violence against women and 
mourn the most recent victim 
of fatal domestic violence.  

Simone Jhingoor and Na-
dia Bourne of the Richmond 
Hill-based Jahajee Sisters de-
scribed the challenge of con-
fronting decades-old norms 
and a culture of silence that 
needs to change to protect 
women in the community.  

On Dec. 5, Rajwantie Baldeo 
was allegedly stabbed by her 
ex-husband. Prem Ramper-
saud, who has been charged 
with her murder, according to 

the Queens district attorney.  
The pair had been arguing and 
Rampersaud confronted his 
former wife  in a jealous rage.  

Though the brutal murder 
prompted an outpouring of 
sympathy from the commu-
nity, this is hardly the first 
instance of young women be-
ing murdered by current or 
former partners.  The group 
was founded following the 2007 
murders of two young Indo-
Caribbean women, Natasha 
Ramen and Guiatree Hardat. 

The term “Jahajee,” dates 
back to the period of Indian 
indentured servitude when Ja-
hajee Bahen (ship sister) was 
a term of endearment used by 
women to “unify and support 
each other” during the harsh 
sea voyage from South Asia to 
the Caribbean,” according to 
the group.

On Dec. 18, the group held 
the vigil at Naresa Palace, a ca-
tering hall on Rockaway Bou-
levard in South Ozone Park. 

“Outdated ideas and cul-

tural norms that keep women 
subjugated and silent have no 
place in our society,” Jhingoor 
said.

The roots of intimate part-
ner violence are complex, and 
Jhingoor noted that history 
plays a role in norms about 
violence against women. 

 “We at Jahajee Sisters be-
lieve that the violence partly 
has its roots in the colonial 
system of indentureship,” she 
said.

Indo-Caribbean people are 
the descendants of indentured 
workers, brought to Guyana, 
Trinidad and Jamaica.  Dur-
ing the indentureship period 
from 1838 – 1917, the ratio of 
workers was one woman to 
10 men. Jhingoor said that as 
a result, women experienced 
violence and sexual assault at 
alarming rates.

She pointed out that this 
legacy of trauma continues to 
influence cultural behaviors 
and practices.

Jahajee Sisters identified 

community institutions as 
critical to leading an interven-
tion against intimate partner 
violence. 

“We need more community 
leaders of faith-based institu-
tions to stand with us and pub-
licly condemn gender-based 
violence,” Jhingoor said.  Spe-
cifically, the group wants to 
partner with houses of wor-
ship to do workshops for their 
congregations on healthy rela-
tionships and consent.

Still, while it is incumbent 
on the community to motivate 
itself to change, there is also a 
dearth of resources in south-
ern Queens to address these 
issues in a culturally specific 
and relevant manner. 

 “Although many of us are 
new immigrants still learning 
how to navigate the U.S. and 
struggling to make ends meet, 
there is not enough attention 
paid to supporting us,” Jhin-
goor said. Groups like Jahajee 
Sisters are aiming to increase 
the visibility of women, from 

having events to commemo-
rate victims, to training young 
women and girls to become 
advocates in the community 
against sexism and patriar-
chal norms. 

The hope is to prevent fu-
ture domestic violence by em-
powering women in the com-
munity as well as ending the 
invisibility that many women 
feel in the community.

Ultimately, Jhingoor and 
Bourne want the Indo-Carib-
bean community to confront 
“the shame and stigma around 
naming the violence that is 
present in our families, which 
creates an unhealthy culture 
of silence.”  

They called on the com-
munity to “send the message 
loudly, clearly and on a regu-
lar basis that our community 
values the life, well-being and 
dignity of every girl and every 
woman.”

COLUMNS

Indo-Caribbean women combat domestic violence

New Voices
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BY MARK HALLUM

The project to ease traffic through 
the Kew Gardens Interchange was 
completed last week.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo contends the 
$159 million rebuild of the Van Wyck 
Expressway will reduce congestion 
by widening the corridor between 
82nd and Hillside avenues as well as 
Grand Central Parkway and Queens 
Boulevard, reconstructing the exit 
ramps to Queens Boulevard and 
Hillside Avenues and the entrance 
ramp at Main Street. The project 
also built a series of four bridges.

The effort to improve Van Wyck 
Expressway was the second phase 
of the larger $400 million project 
known as the Kew Gardens Inter-
change Transformation.

“This project is a key part in this 
administration’s unprecedented 
commitment to transforming our 
infrastructure to meet the needs 
of current and future generations 
of New Yorkers,” Cuomo said. “The 
reconstruction of the Van Wyck will 
improve its safety and reliability, al-
lowing commuters and commercial 
vehicles to get where they need to go 
quicker and without delay.”

A bridge was also constructed to 
carry Queens Boulevard over the 
Van Wyck Expressway and was built 
to accommodate pedestrian traffic.

“Investments in our city’s infra-
structure lead to more opportunities 
that help New York f lourish, and the 
renovations completed to this major 
corridor will be felt by millions,” 
state Sen. Joseph Addabbo (D-How-
ard Beach) said. “Not only did the 
Van Wyck Expressway receive much 
needed repairs – including the ad-
dition of an extra lane to help ease 
traffic congestion near the major 
interchange of the Grand Central 
Parkway, but the project created 
jobs and the residents who live near 
the Briarwood subway station lo-
cated next to the Van Wyck will now 
have access to a tunnel making it 
safer for them to walk in and around 
the station.”

In what a release from the gover-
nor’s office said was a challenging 
operation, a highway wall was built 
just feet away from the E/F subway 
line.

“The Kew Gardens interchange 
has been a bottleneck and source 
of frustration for decades,” City 
Councilwoman Karen Koslowitz (D-
Forest Hills) said. “The completion 
of this much needed road work will 
ensure a smoother, safer traffic f low 
through this area where the Grand 
Central Parkway, Van Wyck Ex-
pressway, Jackie Robinson Parkway 

and Union Turnpike all come togeth-
er. This improvement will eliminate 
one item from my constituents’ list 
of complaints for 2017.”

A new pedestrian tunnel was 
also built at the Briarwood subway 
station with an elevator for ADA ac-
cessibility and three landscaped pe-
destrian plazas along Queens Boule-
vard.

“The completion of the Van Wyck 
reconstruction project represents 
not just an easing of congestion 
for thousands of my constituents, 
but our ability as a state to get big 
things done,” Councilman Rory 
Lancman (D-Hillcrest) said. “The 
Briarwood community is extremely 
grateful to Gov. Cuomo for tearing 
down red tape and bureaucracy to 
get big things done, and for doing 
them right here in Queens.”

The design allows traffic to merge 
more smoothly between the Long Is-
land Expressway and Grand Central 
Parkway.

The first phase of the Kew Gar-
dens Interchange Transformation 
project completed upgrades on other 
portions of the Van Wyck Express-
way earlier this year at $104 mil-
lion.

Reach reporter Mark Hallum by e-
mail at mhallum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Cuomo’s office announced the completion 
of $159 million project to relieve congestion 
on the Kew Gardens Interchange 

Photo courtesy of Facebook

Van Wyck upgrades 
lessen traffi c tie-ups
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BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Queens native was 
crowned the NYC Youth Poet 
Laureate for 2017. 

Sharon Lin performed her 
original poem “A Footnote on a 
Hollywood Blockbuster” about 
the lack of Asian representa-
tion in Hollywood at the eighth 
annual Youth Poet Laureate 
spoken word competition ear-
lier this month at the New York 
Public Library in the Celeste 
Bartos Forum. 

Her poem read, “If Scarlett 
Johansson in a black wig and 
contacts is enough to replace 
the thousands of Japanese 
Americans interned away for 
your film. For the millions of 
Asian girls who never see them-
selves, except as exotic sex toys 
on television. The first Chinese-
American woman elected to 
Congress, and the Senate both 
in the same year. Why have we 
waited so long?”

The 18-year-old Corona 
resident and senior at Stuyve-
sant High School’s writing has 

appeared in Muse Magazine, 
the Asbury Park Press, Kid-
Spirit and The Feminist Wire. 
She has appeared in Voice of 
America, de Volkskrant, and 
Fusion Magazine. She is also a 
Congressional App Challenge 
winner for the app iVOTE.

The Youth Poet Laureate 

spoken word competition is 
a partnership between NYC 
Votes and Urban Word NYC. 
As the Youth Poet Laureate, 
Lin will work with NYC Votes 
to reach young voters across 
the city by promoting voting 
and civic engagement at public 
events. 

“I am so honored to be the 
2017 New York City Youth Poet 
Laureate,” Lin said. “I am 
incredibly grateful to have a 
platform to inspire other youth 
voices and to communicate the 
importance of self-expression 
through art and poetry.”

The 2017 New York City 

Youth Poet Laureate Ambassa-
dors were also announced at the 
event. Ambassadors Ta’Shea 
Parhaml from the Bronx and 
Brooklyn residents Keanna 
Hunter, Ianna Hayes and Kha-
lin Vasquez will help Lin reach 
young voters through the 2017 
citywide elections.

“In this charged political 
season, the poets that touched 
the stage for the annual NYC 
Youth Poet Laureate Competi-
tion represented the beauty of 
our city’s diversity and culture. 
Not only did they bravely speak 
their truths, but they also re-
minded us what our democracy 
is about,” said Michael Cire-
lli, executive director of Urban 
Word NYC. “I am hopeful that 
partnerships to support these 
important platforms will only 
elevate our dedication to the 
good and service of all New 
Yorkers.” 

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

Queens native Sharon Lin will be the New York City Youth Poet Laureate for 2017. Photo by Chris Gill

Corona teen named NYC Youth Poet Laureate
18-year-old Sharon Lin performs original poem ‘A Footnote on a Hollywood Blockbuster’
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Rates are available for accounts opened in branches located in Ohio, Arizona, New York, New Jersey. Offer may be 
withdrawn at the discretion of the bank at any time. The bank is not responsible for typographical errors.
©2016 New York Community Bank

myNYCB.com • (877) 786-6560

1.11% 
APY1

$500 minimum to open and to earn interest. Get this 
great rate when you enroll in NYCB Elite, link your CD to 
����3����������4�NYCB Elite Gold Checking account and 

maintain $100,000 or more in combined balances2.

11-MONTH CD
NYCB ELITE RATE

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Crime in the 109th Pre-
cinct, which covers part 
of northeast Queens, has 
gone up slightly in 2016, 
according to NYPD crime 
statistics through Dec. 18. 

The precinct, which 
includes Flushing, Fresh 
Meadows, Whitestone, 
College Point, Bay Terrace 
and part of Auburndale, 
has seen a 2.04 percent 
overall rise in crime, most 
notably for robbery, which 
is up 14.3 percent.

Rape and murder rates 
have decreased drastical-
ly. In 2015 there were three 
murders in the 109th Pre-
cinct, while this year the 
number has dropped to 
two for a 33.3 percent de-
crease.

In 2015 20 rapes were 
reported, but this year the 
number fell 25 percent to 
15.The number of burglar-
ies have held steady at 313 
incidents both last year 
and this year. Grand lar-
cenies were up by 1.1 per-
cent from 904 reported in 
2015 to 914 so far this year. 
Felony assault has gone 
up 6 percent from 233 last 
year to 247 in 2016. The 
NYPD data also showed 
there were 155 cases of 
grand larceny  compared 
to 162 last year, a 4.3 per-
cent decrease. 

There were only two 
shooting incidents this 
year, down 50 percent 
from 2015, when there 
were four. At a commu-
nity council meeting in 
October, Deputy Inspector 
Judith Harrison pointed 
out a specific pattern of 
grand larcenies occurring 

in downtown Flushing. 
She said groups of two or 
three people would work 
together to rob unsuspect-
ing victims.

“What they would do 
is pour a substance on 
you and one person would 
bring it to your attention,” 
she said. “Then you start 
looking down, patting 
yourself and while you 
are so busy trying to get 
the substance off of you, 
you don’t realize there’s 
someone behind you go-
ing into your bag.”

According to Har-
rison, there were three 
confirmed cases of this 
scheme in the 109th Pre-
cinct, one confirmed case 
in the 111th Precinct and 
one in the 108th Precinct. 

While the 109th has 
recorded a small spike in 
crime, collectively New 
York City is as safe as its 
ever been. 

As of Tuesday there 
had been fewer than 1,000 
shootings in the city, a re-
cord low. With less than 
a week left in the year, 
shooting incidents totaled 
985, compared to 1,124 at 
this time last year, a 12.3 
percent drop. In 1992 there 
were 5,000 shootings by 
the end of the year. 

According to stats 
for the entire city, crime 
is down in every major 
category besides assault, 
which rose by 2.1 percent. 
There were 20,452 assault 
cases in 2016 compared to 
20,033 in 2015.

Reach Gina Martinez 
by e-mail at gmartinez@
cnglocal.com or by phone 
at (718) 260–4566.

109th crime falls 
as robbery increases

Year-end crime stats show decrease in almost all major 
crimes categories.
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FLIP

Do you know a Student of Distinction?
TimesLedger Newspapers and Community Newspaper Group 

invite your school to participate in our feature highlighting 
young people who are excellent students as well as 

role models for their younger peers.

Nomination requirements are:
A)  That the student excel in academics in addition to

participation in extra-curricular school activities.

B)  A nominating letter from your school’s guidance
counselor and instructors describing the student’s abilities

and why they would be worthy of this recognition.

C)  Please make sure that the student’s bio and a recent
photo are included with the nomination.

D)  Categories are:
1) Middle School    2) High School    3) College

Please send nominations and information to:
srossi@cnglocal.com, or mail to:

S. Rossi – 41-02 Bell Blvd., 2nd Floor, Bayside, NY 11361

If you have any questions, you may contact me at:
718-260-4522

THE NEW SOUND OF
BROOKLYN

The Community News Group is 
proud to introduce BROOKLYN 
PAPER RADIO. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince 
DiMiceli and the New York Daily 
News’ Gersh Kuntz man every 
Thursday at 4:45 for an hour of 
talk on topics Brooklynites hold 
dear.

Each show will feature in-
studio guests and call-out 
segments, and can be listened 
to live or played anytime at your 
convenience.

SPONSORED BY

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

LISTEN EVERY THURSDAY AT 4:45PM ON  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A Jamaica cheerleading team 
raised funds to bring the team to na-
tional championships to be held in Or-
lando, Fla. with the help of the public, 
who pitched in on an online crowd-
funding drive.

The cheerleading squad comes 
from the Young Women’s Leadership 
School in Jamaica, and according to 
the GoFundMe page created for fund-
raising, the team cheers competitive-
ly and for Eagle Academy’s Southeast 
Queens football and basketball teams. 
The team consists of cheerleaders be-
tween the ninth and 12th grades.

The team took second place in a 
Regionals bid earlier this year and 
qualified for the 2017 National Cham-
pionships to be held in Orlando in Feb-
ruary, according to the GoFundMe 
page.

The cost of the trip for the young 

women was extensive, however, and 
the cheerleading team is not funded 
by the school. 

“These girls deserve to go Nation-
als.  They have worked so hard for it 
and they want to represent the Young 
Women’s Leadership Network, their 
school and families,” the page said. 
It was set up a little more than two 
weeks ago, with the hope of raising 
$10,000.

As of Wednesday night, the page 
had raised more than $14,000 to subsi-
dize the cost of the trip down to Orlan-
do for the national championships. 

People wishing to donate can visit 
the fund-raising page at https://www.
gofundme.com/tywls-tigers-cheer-
nationals-bound.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The Laurelton Library will 
benefit from more than $2.7 mil-
lion in capital funding obtained by 
Councilman Donovan Richards (D-
Arverne). 

“Our libraries are a vital resource 
for youth, seniors and residents of all 
ages who want to continue learning 
at all stages of life,” Richards said 
during a Dec. 21 ceremony announc-
ing the funding. “Investing in our 
libraries is investing in our future, 
so I look forward to working with 
Queens Library to bring the best up-
grades to serve our residents.”

During the celebration at the Lau-
relton Library at 134-26 225 St. Rich-
ards was joined by Queens Library 
President and CEO Dennis Walcott. 
Richards said the increased funding 
will go toward needed upgrades at 
the branch.

The allocation follows similar 
capital funding increases at other 
branches in Richards’ district, in-
cluding $1 million for an upgrade to 
Rosedale Library, as well as $6 mil-
lion for the Far Rockaway Library 
and close to $4 million to fund an ex-
pansion of the Arverne branch.

The Laurelton library served a 
circulation of 74,264 in the last fis-
cal year, according to Richards.

Reach reporter Patrick Donachie 
by e-mail at pdonachie@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Queens Library CEO Dennis Walcott (fourth 
from r) and Councilman Donovan Richards 
(c) celebrate Richards’ allocation of nearly 
$2.8 million for the Laurelton Library. 

Courtesy of Donovan Richards’ office

Jamaica cheerleaders 
fund-raise for Nationals

Richards announces 
Laurelton library funding
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Queens-born Scorsese returns home 
Photos by Michael Shain & Museum of the Moving Image

Martin Scorsese and Robert De Niro on the set of “Taxi Driver” in 1976.

The first major exhibit on the life and work of director Martin Scorsese has just opened at 
the Museum of the Moving Image in Astoria. 

The Scorsese exhibit is drawn from his own archives and 
stretches back to when he was a teenager obsessed with 
making movies. 

Men at the exhibit have been pausing at the display of the  boxing 
gloves and trunks worn by Robert DeNiro in “Raging Bull” which 
does not need much explanation.

From “The Aviator,” the dress worn by Cate 
Blanchette as Katherine Hepburn, jumps out as a 
point of elegance in a masculine world. 

The actual dining room set from Scorcese’s childhood home in Corona — where he grew up 
before his parents moved to Little Italy in Manhattan. 

A view of the video installation created for  the museum’s amphitheater. 
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TOP DRIVER DISTRACTIONS
ADVERTORIAL

Using mobile phones
Leading the list of the 

top distractions behind the 
wheel are mobile phones. 
Phones now do more than 
just place calls, and driv-
ers often cannot pull away 
from their phones, even 
when driving. According to 
the California Department 
of Motor Vehicles, studies 
have shown that driving 
performance is lowered 
and the level of distraction 
is higher for drivers who 
are heavily engaged in cell 

phone conversations. The 
use of a hands-free device 
does not lower distraction 
levels. The percentage of 
vehicle crashes and near-
crashes attributed to di-
aling is nearly identical 
to the number associated 
with talking or listening. 

Daydreaming
Many people will admit 

to daydreaming behind 
the wheel or looking at a 
person or object outside of 
the car  for too long. Per-

haps they’re checking out 
a house in a new neighbor-
hood or thought they saw 
someone they knew on the 
street corner. It can be easy 
to veer into the direction 
your eyes are focused, caus-
ing an accident. In addition 
to trying to stay focused on 
the road, some drivers pre-
fer the help of lane depar-
ture warning systems.

Eating
Those who haven’t quite 

mastered walking and 

chewing gum at the same 
time may want to avoid 
eating while driving. The 
majority of foods require a 
person’s hands to be taken 
off of the wheel and their 
eyes to be diverted from the 
road. Reaching in the back 
seat to share some French 
fries with the kids is also 
distracting. 

Try to eat meals before 
getting in the car. For 
those who must snack 
while en route, take a 
moment to pull over at 

a rest area and spend 10
minutes snacking there 
before resuming the
trip.

Reading
Glancing at an adver-

tisement, updating a Fa-
cebook status or reading
a book are all activities 
that should be avoided 
when driving. Even pour-
ing over a traffic map or 
consulting the digital 
display of a GPS system 
can be distracting.
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CONVERTIBLES
33 IN-STOCK

COUPES
46 IN-STOCK

HATCHBACKS
25 IN-STOCK

MINIVANS
179 IN-STOCK
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Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All applications 
will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. NYC 

DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/30/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

1-877-625-6766 • 43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY • QUEENS,NY 11101

$8,000
'14 NISSAN SENTRA

4k miles, Stk#12691
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'07 ACURA MDX

104k miles, Stk#10125

$7,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA COROLLA
$7,000
48k miles, Stk#23027

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 NISSAN ALTIMA

PLUS TAX & TAGS
27k miles, Stk#19051

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘14 HONDA CIVIC

Stk#10323, 8k mi.

$9,000
‘16 NISSAN VERSA

Stk#25768, 11k mi.

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

WITH OVER 3,000 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM, WE ARE 
GET PRE-QUALIFIED IN SECONDS AT MAJORWORL

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 MERCEDES E CLASS

52k miles, Stk#17256

$20,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$20,000
'14 HONDA PILOT

Auto, 6 cyl,  A/C, p/s, p/b, 9k miles, Stk#10085

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 BMW 320X
$17,000

33k miles, Stk#22334

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 FORD EXPLORER

27k miles, Stk#20434

$17,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$17,000
‘12 JEEP GR CHEROKEE

20k miles, Stk#1934

BUY 
FOR:

'16 TOYOTA CAMRY

PLUS TAX & TAGS
5,673 miles, Stk#26635

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

'16 CHEVY CRUZE
$11,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
689 miles, Stk#29008

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

2014 HONDA ACCORD

Stk#22987, 33k mi.

$11,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 NISSAN ALTIMA

Stk#20624, 7k mi.

$12,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$12,000
'13 NISSAN ROGUE

22k miles, Stk#25503

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 NISSAN MAXIMA
$13,000

30k miles, Stk#18077

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'13 TOYOTA RAV4

42k miles, Stk#24602
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

CARS STARTING    
AS 

LOW 
AS

 *2008 Dodge Caliber, 91k mi, STK#17934
$3,995!

Whether you’re buying or selling a car, If You Can’t Make It To Us, 
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SEDANS
1105 IN-STOCK

UNDER $10,999
50 IN-STOCK

SUVs
720 IN-STOCK

TRUCKs
37 IN-STOCK

TAKE 
THE

SUBWAY 
TO 46TH ST 
STOP IN 
QUEENS

WAYWAYWAYWAYAY
M

SUBUBUBUBUBUBWW
R

Don't Make Your Next Payment 
Until You Speak To Us!

43-40 NORTHERN BLVD. LONG ISLAND CITY, QUEENS, NY 11101
1-877-625-6766

VEHICLE 
HISTORY 
REPORT

Prices include all costs to be paid by the consumer except for license, registration & taxes. Used vehicles have normal wear, tear & mileage, some may have scratches & dents.  ††All 
applications will be accepted. Severity of credit situation may affect down payment, APR & terms. Bankruptcies and liens must be discharged. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be 

combined. NYC DCA#2003442, DMV#7117189. Publication date: 12/30/2016. Offers expire 48 hours after publication.

TIRED OF YOUR CAR? WE'LL BUY IT FROM YOU!

'14 HYUNDAI SONATA
$9,000

42k miles, Stk#17885
PLUS TAX & TAGS PLUS TAX & TAGS

'14 FORD FUSION

19k miles, Stk#22534

$9,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$10,000
'14 TOYOTA CAMRY

52k miles, Stk#21929
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'15 TOYOTA COROLLA
$10,000

11k miles, Stk#22424

PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘15 INFINITI Q50

Stk#25528, 30k mi.

$24,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 TOYOTA CAMRY
$10,000

25k miles, Stk#23408
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 HONDA ACCORD

34k miles, Stk#25637

$10,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$36,000
'14 BMW X6

18k miles, Stk#27249

BUY 
FOR:

$41,000
'16 BMW X5

16k miles, Stk#28121
PLUS TAX & TAGS

'13 LEXUS RX 350
BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS
24k miles, Stk#22147

$25,000

W
E ARE SURE TO HAVE A CAR TO FIT YOUR BUDGET

  • EASY FINANCING! BEST CHANCE TO GET APPROVED IS HERE!
††

SURE TO HAVE A CAR THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS & BUDGET!
D.COM WITHOUT IMPACTING YOUR CREDIT SCORE 

'12 MERCEDES ML-350
BUY 
FOR:

63k miles, Stk#18809
PLUS TAX & TAGS

$23,000 BUY 
FOR:

$23,000
PLUS TAX & TAGS

‘13 LEXUS GS350

Stk#16079, 48k mi.

BUY 
FOR:

$14,000
'16 NISSAN ALTIMA

5k miles, Stk#26503
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

'14 HONDA CRV
$15,000

PLUS TAX & TAGS
33k miles, Stk#21947

BUY 
FOR:

$15,000
'15 HONDA ACCORD

7,055 miles, Stk#25130
PLUS TAX & TAGS

BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$15,000
'13 MERCEDES C CLASS

15k miles, Stk#25900

BUY 
FOR:

'14 NISSAN MURANO

PLUS TAX & TAGS
22k miles, Stk#23332

$16,000BUY 
FOR:

PLUS TAX & TAGS

$16,000
‘15 CHRYSLER 300 LTD

23k miles, Stk#22238

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

BUY 
FOR:

We’ll Pick You Up. Call 877-625-6766 For Complimentary Pick Up.

with every pre-owned 
vehicle purchase

RECEIVE A 
32” SAMSUNG 

SMART TV 
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BY NAEISHA ROSE

This year marks the 25th anniversary 
of the personal care company Shea Mois-
ture, which was started by two Liberian 
refugees Nyema Tubman and Richelieu 
Dennis, who fled their home country 
and came to the United States for better 
opportunities. Tubman and Dennis did 
not find skin and hair products that met 
their needs, so they created their own. 

To celebrate this achievement and 
launch new products, representatives of 
Shea Moisture held a five-stop meet and 
greet at the Feel Beauty Supply cosmetic 
store at 159-17 Jamaica Ave. in collabora-
tion with Essence Magazine for the com-
pany’s winter campaign #AMillionWay-
sToShea Dec. 13. 

From noon to 3 p.m., customers had 
the opportunity to learn about new 
goods, receive free items, get limited 
deals on supplies and get a free hair con-
sultation.  

“We have some new items that we 
want the customers to test out like the 
Manuka Honey Shampoo and Condition-
er, and we are also running a promotion 
where if you buy two products you get a 
free bottle of lotion or a free T-Shirt. It’s 
exclusive, you can’t buy it” said Briyo-
nah McClain. “We have products that ad-
dress certain hair care needs, especially 
in the African-American community 
that weren’t previously addressed in big 
box brand companies. We have products 
for all hair types and textures, women, 
kids, babies and men and we are expand-
ing our hair collection,” said McClain, 
Shea’s associate events manager. 

Every product by Shea Moisture is 
fair trade and made with natural and or-
ganic ingredients across all brands, such 
as the new Coconut Hand, Body and Lo-
tion collection and the 100 percent Shea 
Butter product. 

One beauty store representative, Al-
mavida Muniz, couldn’t wait to get her 
hands on her favorite items. 

“I work at Ulta and they sell Shea 
Moisture, so I was really excited to 
come,” Muniz said. “I use the Jamaican 
Castor Oil line and that is my favorite 
shampoo since I started. It’s the only one 
that works for my hair, so I’m really glad 
I found it,” added Muniz, who hopped on 
the bus from Laurelton. 

As soon as it hit 12:30 p.m., more cu-
rious customers came into Feel Beauty, 
including three friends who strolled in 
from Parsons Avenue during their lunch 
break. 

“I come here all the time from across 
the street and my friend had told me 
about the event,” said Shiyanne Moore, 
28. “I like the Shea products because my 
hair is super dry so I use it for moisturiz-
ing and after shampooing and condition-
ing I use the leave-in [conditioner] and 
the hair masques because they are very 
moisturizing.”

After learning about the event on Fa-
cebook and getting word-of-mouth from 
Moore, Batista did some research into 
which collection would be best for her. 

“I haven’t tried any of their products 
yet, but I’m interested in the bamboo line 
because I suffer from dry scalp,” said 
Gabriella Batista from Brooklyn. “I hear 
it’s hydrating and great for natural and 
coarse hair,” she added. 

After getting a lot of feedback from 
Essence readers about Shea products, 
Nykia Spradley, the fashion and beauty 
editor for the magazine, started collabo-
rating with the company. 

“Our readers loved the brand and 
many of them swear by it, so it was a nat-
ural partnership for us, especially for the 
information, advice and tips that we are 
offering our readers,” said Spradley. 

This was Spradley’s fourth store 
visit. 

“Everybody has different concerns 
when it comes to looking for products for 
themselves, their kids or they just want 

to try some new products,” said Sprad-
ley. “I personally try to maintain the 
integrity and trust that the reader has 
established with us. When we are recom-
mending products it’s because we tried 
them ourselves and we really stand be-
hind them and believe in them. It’s also 
a really great way to interact with our 
readers,” added Spradley. 

As more people streamed in for the 
meet and greet, celebrity hair stylist Di-
ane “Afrodivah” Bailey answered many 
questions about different hair care 
needs, what to use for the winter and 
how do go style natural hair with certain 
products. 

“Shea Moisture has several collec-
tions that address different needs for 
different people,” Bailey said. “So, the 
Superfruit Complex line is for hydrating 
and nourishing color-treated hair, and 
it seals in moisture. The African Black 
Soap line is specifically for people that 
have itchy scalp, dandruff, eczema, and 
dermatitis. The newest line that I love 
and that is one of my favorites is the High 
Porosity line. It’s cleansing and soothing 
to the scalp. When I’m talking about high 
porosity and low porosity, I’m talking 
about moisture, but sometimes moisture 
doesn’t stay. This is going to make it last, 
especially for curly hair.” 

The one product that the Afrodivah 
believes that everyone should have in 
their arsenal year round is the “Jamai-
can Black Castor Oil Strengthen & Grow 
Leave-In Conditioner,” which has pep-
permint, keratin, and the company’s key 
ingredient, Shea. 

“The rich emollient cream can nour-
ish and coat the staff, close the cuticle 
down and give it the moisture that it 
needs all day,” Bailey said.

Queens StartUP! - Developing 
Financial Statements —  This 
session will focus on reviewing 
Financial Statements necessary 
to be included in businesses. 
Covered topics include income 
statements, balance sheets and 
cash fl ow.
When: Jan. 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Where: 41-17 Main Street, Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: https://www.

queensny.org/qedc/business/
events/?date=2017-01-04#75970

Queens StartUP! - All About 
Business Planning and 
Research —  The purpose of this 
training course is to provide the 
initial steps and foundation to 
starting your business plan.
When: Saturday Jan. 7 at 10:30 
a.m.
Where: 41-17 Main Street, 

Flushing
Cost: Free
Website: https://www.
queensny.org/qedc/business/
events/?date=2017-01-19

Compete, Win, and Expand Your 
Business —   The program is designed 
to help U.S. businesses expand sales, 
penetrate new markets, and boost 
their bottom line through exports.
When: Thursday, Jan. 19 at 2 p.m.

Where: Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, 75-20 Astoria Blvd., 
Jackson Heights
Cost: Free
Contact: (718) 898-8500

Global Leadership Network 
Breakfast —   Leaders, business 
owners and civic leaders are 
invited to meet other moversand 
shakers for various industries 
over breakfast and establish 

connections.
When: Monday, Jan. 23 at 7 a.m.
Where: Mela’s Cafe and Restaurant, 
71-02 Kissena Blvd., Flushing
Cost: Free
Contact: (347) 475-7158

Business

BUSINESS CALENDAR

Celebrity hair stylist Diane C. Bailey of Afrodivah giving advise on hair.  
Photo by Naeisha Rose

Follow us on Facebook:
facebook.com/timesledger

Shea Moisture celebrates 25th anniversary
Jamaica Avenue event features meet-and-greet, tips from celebrity hair stylist and more
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BY BILL EGBERT

Two illustrious alumni 
returned to Forest Hills High 
School last week to talk his-
tory, economics, achievement 
and hip-hop.

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Jacob Lew and Pulitzer Prize-
winning author Ron Chernow 
came back to their alma mat-
er at 67-01 110th St. in Forest 
Hills Dec. 19 for an “Alumni 
Symposium” in a conversa-
tion moderated by financial 
journalist Maria Bartiromo, a 
host on the Fox Business News 
channel (though not herself a 
FHHS alum).

Lew and Chernow were 
an apt pairing, because they 
share another connection be-
yond the school: Lew is best 
known as the current secre-
tary of the Treasury and Cher-
now gained acclaim for his 
biography of the nation’s first 
Treasury secretary, “Alexan-
der Hamilton,” which inspired 
the hit Broadway musical.

In fact, the two first discov-
ered they both went to Forest 
Hills High School the night Lew 
attended a showing of “Ham-
ilton” and met Chernow, who 
serves as historical consultant 

for the show, backstage.
Both men marveled at 

Hamilton’s career – in par-
ticular, the fact that in the 
earliest years of the new na-
tion, the Treasury secretary’s 
role overseeing the customs 
service and the Coast Guard 
meant that Hamilton was in 
charge of 90 percent of the fed-
eral government.

And Chernow pointed out 
why it shouldn’t surprise any-
one that the complicated story 
of Hamilton’s life would be set 
to a hip-hop score.

“Hip hop has more words 
per beat than any other genre 
of music,” he said, “so it’s per-
fect for complex ideas.”

Obviously one topic sure 
to come up was Lew’s contro-
versial suggestion in 2015 that 
Hamilton might be removed 
from the $10 bill as part of a 
larger initiative to include 
women and minorities on U.S. 
currency, but Lew denied there 
was ever a solid plan to oust 
the newly fashionable Found-
ing Father from the tenner.

“It was actually never the 
case that we were going to take 
Alexander Hamilton off the $10 
bill,” Lew said. “The question 
was how do we expand the U.S. 

currency to include additional 
images and faces.”

Though Hamilton will re-
main, women will still be rep-
resented on the new 10-spot due 
to enter circulation in 2020, ac-
cording to Lew, but on the back 
of the bill, which currently 

features a staid image of the 
U.S. Treasury building. Lew 
pointed out that as one of the 
first institutional buildings 
representing the government 
of the young republic, the U.S. 
Treasury building was the site 
of most early protests, so the 

reverse side of the new $10 bill 
will sport a much livelier im-
age of the building beset by a 
protest by early suffragettes. 

During the Q&A period at 
the end of the conversation, 
many of the students’ ques-

Continued on Page 31

(Pictured left to right) Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew — once the fabulously coiffed news editor of the 
Forest Hills High School newspaper, The Beacon — originally sought a career as a journalist, before deciding 
that he could make more of a difference by dedicating his life to public service. And Ron Chernow, author 
of the Alexander Hamilton biography that became the hit Broadway musical, initially planned to become a 
lawyer, but later decided he’d rather be a novelist, before finally discovering that his real talents were in 
nonfiction writing.  Photo by Bill Egbert

Famed HS alum return
to rap about Hamilton
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Answers in Sports

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing boutique owner 
gave some young musicians 
a chance to play Christmas 
tunes for the neighborhood 
last week and the impromptu 
quintet delighted customers.

Anita Manfredonia, owner 
of Pippy & Lily, a clothing and 
accessory boutique on 161-05 
29th Ave., has been supporting 
local talent for the four years 
since her boutique opened. 
Manfredonia said her store has 
become a fund- raising, chari-
ty-event-driven space. She has 
held other performances at 
her boutique and she supports 
area businesswomen selling 
locally made items. 

The idea for the quintet 
performance came by chance 
when a customer, Diane Arfs-
ten, happened to mention that 
her son, Peter, played. 

‘It just so happens that one 
of my customers came in and 
said that her son, who goes to 
Queens College, is a flutist,” 
she said. “He had studied in 
Italy for a year and just came 
back and was graduating and 

she said he’s really looking for 
a job and it’s been really tough. 
She told me he and his friends 
are trying really hard to find a 
job but it’s difficult. So I asked,  
‘Does he play Christmas 
tunes?’ I said I’m willing to 
help him if he’s willing to get 
a little group together and play 
some tunes for our customers 
during the holiday season.”

 He got four other people to-

gether and created a quintet of 
five instruments.

 “They are as good as 
any Julliard or Berkeley 
School of Music (students), 
right up there with the best 
schools. They’re amazing — 
my customers love them.”
The quintet consists of flutist 
Peter Arfsten, oboist Jasmine 
Daquien, bassoonist Gabriela 
Gonzalez-Bricino, clarinetist 

Ayana Ouchi and hornist Ja-
cob Nycz. The musicians all 
freelance in New York. 

Manfredonia set the at-
mosphere as they performed 
with cookies and cocoa for 
customers. Residents walked 
in and enjoyed about an hour 
of festive tunes, including 
“Silent Night” and “Deck the 
Halls.”  Manfredonia shared 
previous performances on so-
cial media to get more people 
to come. There were a few doz-
en residents coming in and 
out of the shop as the group 
played.  Their first scheduled 
performance was rained out, 
but the second proved to be a 
success.

Manfredonia hopes that by 
showcasing local talent, both 
the performers and the bou-
tique can get exposure.

“Were trying to make this 
area better known,” Manfre-
donia said. “It’s a little quiet, 
little enclave in Flushing 
North. We just feel like no one 
knows who we are or where we 
are, and we’re trying to make 
it known so we’re doing differ-
ent things here to bring atten-

tion to our shop and also for 
the neighborhood. They are 
amazingly supportive of my 
store so we try to do whatever 
it takes to make it very differ-
ent and homey. These college 
students are playing today and 
my customers are coming in to 
support music students.”

Arfsten, who grew up in the 
neighborhood, was excited to 
come back to his community 
and show them something dif-
ferent. 

“Anita wanted young pro-
fessionals to come and per-
form and show the community 
what’s actually in the commu-
nity and to bring something 
different, something that’s 
not always heard,” he said. 
“This is a very social setting 
for music, it shows us off in a 
nice and cohesive manner. She 
approached me and I said abso-
lutely. Hopefully, we will work 
together again and play differ-
ent stuff.”

Reach Gina Martinez by e-
mail at gmartinez@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4566.

The quintet performs holiday classics at Pippy & Lily boutique in 
Flushing. Photo by Gina Martinez

Impromptu quartet brings holiday cheer
Queens College fl utist forms group to perform Christmas classics at Pippy & Little boutique in Flushing
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New Year’s Eve 
at Aunt Bella’s

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

Open 7 Days - Noon to 11pm
www.AuntBellasRestaurant.com 718-225-4700
46-19 Marathon Pkwy., Little Neck

2 blocks south of Northern Boulevard

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

APPETIZERS
Garden or Caesar Salad - $7.95

Fresh Mozzarella and Tomato - $9.95
Dozen Baked Clams - $13.95

Mussels, White or Red - $11.95
Stuffed Portobella Mushroom - $8.95

Assorted Antipasto - $9.95

SEAFOOD
Shrimp: Scampi, Parmigiana, Bella, Marinara, 

or Fra Diavolo - $17.25
Shrimp Elegante: Shrimp and spinach in a 

lemon, butter, and white wine sauce served 
over linguini - $19.95

Shrimp De Niro: Shrimp sautéed with 
muchsrooms and fresh mozzarella in Marsala 

sauce over linguini - $19.95
Sea Bass Di Mare: Chilean sea bass, shrimp, 

clams, calamari, and mussels marechiara - $23.95

ENTREES
Chicken: Parmigiana, Marsala, Francese, or 

Rollatini - $16.95
Chicken Melissa: Sautéed chicken breast, 

spinach, roasted pepper, and fresh mozzarella 
in a sherry sauce - $17.95

Veal: Parmigiana, Marsala, or Picatta - $17.95
Veal Anthony: Breaded veal cutlet topped with 

ricotta and eggplant, served
Parmigiana style - $17.95

Eggplant: Parmigiana or Rollatini - $13.95

PASTA
Baked Ziti, Lasagna, Ravioli, Stuffed 

Shells, or Manicotti - $11.95

Penne ala Vodka or Spaghetti 
and Meatballs - $14.95

Penne Soprano - Penne with meat sauce 
and topped with fresh mozzarella - $15.95

Combo: Baked Ziti, Lasagna, and Chicken 
Parmigiana - $17.95

DESSERT
Cheese Cake - $6.25 $6.25 $6.25

OUT GOING CATERING!! 
AVAILABLE
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The Mansion at

QUEENS PREMIER WEDDING VENUE

for our amazing

Featuring vendors for DJ, Florist, Photography, Hotel, Spa,
Limo & Gifts.  Admission Fee: $10 per person

Receive a complimentary $300 credit towards the fi nal payment of your
event when you book within the next 30 days!

Come meet our amazing vendors, have a private tour of our historic
mansion and taste the wonderful cuisine the chef and his

culinary staff have prepared for you.

@Douglaston_Manor

@Douglaston Manor

or The Douglaston Manor

   718.224.8787

FILM

Kubo and the Two Strings — A 
young boy named Kubo leads 
a peaceful existence, making 
origami characters come to 
life for his village. But his life is 
turned upside down when he 
unwittingly summons a spirit 
from his past who is intent on 
igniting an ancient family feud.
When: Dec. 30 and Jan. 2 at 
12:30 p.m.; Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 
at 12 p.m. 
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $7 for children ages 
3-17, $15 for adults
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Hugo — Director Martin 
Scorsese’s fi rst feature 
designed for family audiences 
is a treat for all lovers of 
cinema. His adaptation of 
Brian Selznick’s graphic novel 
about the friendship between a 
young boy and Georges Méliès, 
one of the inventors of cinema, 

is a love letter to the art form 
that uses the new technology 
of digital 3-D fi lmmaking to 
celebrate the birth of movies. 
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 3 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Everybody Wants Some — 
Director Richard Linklater’s 
exuberant and completely 
delightful look at the fi rst 
days of college for a group of 
testosterone-laden baseball-
playing guys who live 
together at (the fi ctitious) 
Texas State University. 
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 7 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

The Other Side — Deep in 
the Louisiana bayou, Italian 

fi lmmaker Roberto Minervini 
fi nds disempowered veterans, 
drug addicts trying to escape 
addiction through love, ex-
special forces soldiers still at 
war with the world, fl oundering 
young women and future 
mothers, all feeling neglected 
and ignored by the government 
and its institutions—and all 
granted both respect and a 
voice through this gorgeously 
lyrical documentary. 
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 7:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

Happy Hour — Clocking in 
at just over fi ve hours, this 
gently ambling but sharply 
written and performed 
comedy, which follows a 
group of thirty-something 
female friends in the seaside 
Japanese city of Kobe, is one 
of the year’s great cinematic 
discoveries.
When: Saturday, Dec. 31 at 
1 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

THE ARTS ENTERTAINMENT
For the most up-to-date listing of events happening 

in Queens, check TimesLedger’s website at 
www.timesledger.com/sections/calendar

Continued on Page 32

Act One, One Act Festival 2017 — The Act 
One: One Act Festival is a self-producing 
competition style one-act play festival. 
The plays are divided into four different 
programs. Each program will run fi ve times 
with four of those performances being 
evening performances.
When: Program A: Jan. 13, 20, 24 at 7:30 p.m., 
Jan. 15 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 at 2 p.m.; Program B: 
Jan. 15 at 8 p.m., Jan. 16, 25 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 
21 at 2 p.m., Jan. 22 at 5 p.m.; Program C: Jan. 
14, 18, 26 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 5 p.m., Jan. 22 
at 8 p.m.; Program D: Jan. 15 at 2 p.m., Jan. 19, 
23, 27 at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 21 at 8 p.m.

Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $18 at door; $15 advanced sale; $55 
four-show deal
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Princess Particular — Princess Particular 
is off her rocker, all she can think about is 
her latest scheme to become a ballerina. 
Her Mom and Dad, King Loadsadough and 

Queen Patience, want her to focus on her 
Princess duties. Luckily, her four maids and 
the Chancellor and Lady in Waiting are on 
hand to help make her dream come true! 
When: Jan. 14 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

Pirate Pete’s Parrot — The play revolves 
around Pirate Pete, a lovable rogue on 
a mission to fi nd his beloved runaway 
parrot, Polly. Armed with an endearing 
crew of misfi ts, Pete embarks on a journey 
complete with songs, sword fi ghts, and 
plenty of audience interaction.
When: Jan. 28 at 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd St., 
Long Island City
Cost: $10 for children, $15 for adults; $40 
family four-pack
Contact: (347) 978-5367
Website: www.secrettheatre.com

VISIT US AT 
TIMESLEDGER.COM
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214-22 41st Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361 718-224-9898
Visit us at: maggiemaysbayside.com

Tues. & Wed. $1495

11/4 Lobster Served with Mussels
& Clams, Corn, Baked Potatoe

& Salad with Purchase of
2 Cocktails, 2 Wines or 2 Beers

Sun. Brunch $1195

Served 12 - 4 pm
Served with Fresh Fruit, Entrée,

Coffee & Choice of 2 Bloody Marys,
Mimosas or Screwdrivers

2 Dinners & 1 Bottle of Wine 
FOR ONLY $29.98

Menu Always
Available

Open 7 Days

Choice of: Barefoot Merlot, Santa Marina Pinot Grigio or Chardonnay
Among Our Daily Specials, 

Enjoy
 ($23.95)

($21.95)

($19.95)

($

($14.95)

w/ House Salad, Potato

Entrées Selection

tions involved how the 
two accomplished alum-
ni had chosen their paths 
and achieved their goals.

Both confided that 
neither ultimately pur-
sued the career goals 
they had set for them-
selves before graduating 
from Forest Hills. 

Lew had originally 
wanted to be a journalist, 
and even served as the 
news editor of the school 
paper, The Beacon.

“I actually thought 
I was going to be a jour-
nalist,” Lew said, “and I 
went to Washington, and 
I ended up getting a job 
working for a member 
of Congress, and I really 
enjoyed the work.”

Eventually he decided 
that public service was 
where he could make the 
most difference.

“There is no avenue of 
work where you can have 
as much of an impact on 
people’s lives as in the 
public arena,” he said.

Chernow had already 
started focusing on be-
coming a lawyer by the 
time he graduated from 

high school – mostly, he 
said, because he thought 
he needed some “practi-
cal” way to make a liv-
ing.

“But what I’ve discov-
ered in the years since,” 
he said, “is that doing the 
‘practical thing,’ if you 
don’t love it, is the most 
impractical thing you 
can do.”

Chernow soon real-
ized that what he loved 

was writing, and first 
aspired to write novels 
before eventually discov-
ering that his real talent 
was in nonfiction writ-
ing and history. 

Surprisingly, there 
was absolutely no men-
tion – by anyone on the 
stage or the questioning 
students – of President-
elect Donald Trump. And 
this was despite the obvi-
ous gulf between Hamil-

ton, who they said had fa-
mously insisted that the 
new government of the 
United States repay the 
revolutionary debts of 
the states, and Trump’s 
casual threat earlier this 
year to default on Ameri-
can Treasury bills held 
by China.

The closest anyone got 
to even mentioning the 
impending Trump presi-
dency and its implications 

was early in the discus-
sion when Lew diplomati-
cally ventured: “When 
the world gets nervous 
with the United States, 
it’s not a good thing.”

Near the end, one 
student asked Lew about 
how he expresses civic 
virtue, and he responded 
that this was “in some 
ways the most important 
question of our time.” 

He said that in an 

age where the country is 
ever more divided ideo-
logically, it’s vital for 
people to “share views in 
a way that respects that 
you can find virtue in 
people whose ideas you 
disagree with, and see 
that disagreeing about 
ideas doesn’t mean hat-
ing each other as people. 
I think that’s a pretty sig-
nificant challenge that 
we face today.”  

Continued from Page 27 

Lew

Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew, at center, and Pulitzer Prize-winning author Ron Chernow, at left, discussed Alexander Hamilton, U.S. financial history, 
and how to find your true calling in life in a discussion moderated by Fox Business News host Maria Bartiromo on Dec. 19 at Forest Hills High School.  

Photo by Bill Egbert



32    TIMESLEDGER.COMTIMESLEDGER, DEC. 30, 2016-JAN.5, 2017 TL

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
TimesLedger Newspapers 

Dec. 30 2016-Jan. 5, 2017

By Pete Canty

Geographic Shapes
Across
1. E-junk?
5. Slugger's tool
8. Public persona
13. Deli order
14. Houston 
university
15. Strictness
16. Nabisco treat
17. Top-rated
18. Pale
19. Shaped Chinese 
locale
22. Mountain follower
23. "___ the 
season …"
24. Modifies
27. Corp. bigwig
29. Subsides
33. Post-op time
34. Kind of trip?
36. OPEC member
37. Shaped Atlantic 
locale
40. Lode load
41. XL and EEE, e.g.
42. Sank, as a putt
43. Deli loaves
45. Dictionary abbr.
46. Mosquitoes, e.g.
47. Leaves in a bag?
49. ___ good 
example
50. Shaped South 
Pole locale
58. Inventor Nikola
59. Piece of art
60. Hip bones

61. Certain exams
62. Blows away
63. "I'm all ___!"
64. Code creator
65. Observed
66. Team type

Down
1. Bartender's pour
2. Prefix with meter
3. Domain
4. Night light?
5. Tundra, e.g.
6. Concern of 
7-Down
7. Adolescent
8. Basra native
9. Treat badly
10. Turkish leader
11. Theater follower

12. Sea flier
14. Major and 
private, e.g.
20. Boeing rival
21. Absolut rival, 
briefly
24. Ann ___, Mich.
25. Distrustful
26. Blind mice 
count?
27. More precious
28. Many 
Christmas trees
30. Army brass?
31. Hay bundler
32. Sowed items
34. ___ Strip
35. Polynesian 
island
38. Former NBA-
star Vlade

39. Document 
certifiers
44. Delays
46. German beer 
brand
48. Clear the slate
49. Certain driver's 
target?
50. Elementary 
particle
51. Claudius's 
successor
52. Ivan or Nicholas
53. "___ the night 
before..."
54. "Field of 
Dreams" setting
55. Cat's scratcher
56. Old Italian 
bread
57. Toward dawn

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45 46

47 48 49

50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60

61 62 63

64 65 66

LAST 
WEEK'S 

ANSWERS

WHITE OUT
A C T S S L I D V I N E
S E A R S T I P E I S A Y
H O L I D A Y F A V O R I T E
E S L O G E E I T U N E S

P E E S I S I S
A W L E S S I T I S A B S
S H O E S A S S N A G R A
S I G N O F R O U G H S E A S
A T E S E E N S A M E N S
D E S E R N E B R A S S Y

A L M A A U L D
T O P P L E S I R E O N A
S U R R E N D E R S Y M B O L
A T E E T E N E T A O N E
R A P S S A T S D E E S

  
Under the Sun — After years 
of negotiations, Russian 
director Vitaly Mansky was 
granted permission by the 
North Korean government 
to fi lm a documentary about 
an eight-year-old patriot and 
her hard-working family in 
Pyongyang. 
When: Saturday, Dec. 31 at 
2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

The Lobster — Visionary 
Greek fi lmmaker Yorgos 
Lanthimos’s fi rst English-
language fi lm imagines a 
dystopian society in which 
single people must fi nd a 
mate within 45 days or be 
transformed into an animal of 
their choice.
When: Saturday, Dec. 31 at 
4:30 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

No Home Movie — Built 
around a series of 
conversations in person and 
online between the fi lmmaker 
and her mother, a Belgian 
Holocaust survivor, the 
brilliantly deceptive No Home 
Movie is both diaristic and 
avant-garde, a meditation on 
family relations, memory, and 
death in the modern world. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 1 at 2 p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria
Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

The Fits — Eleven-year-old 
tomboy Toni hangs out 
at a community center in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, taking 
boxing lessons with her 
older brother Jermaine and 
growing curious about the 
all-girl dance group down the 
hall. Slowly she edges into the 
group, working hard to learn 
routines and socialize with 
older girls while remaining 
true to herself. But when a 
wave of mysterious fainting 
spells begins to plague the 
team, Toni grows more and 
more confused about what it 
might take to fi t in. 
When: Sunday, Jan. 1 at 4:30 
p.m.
Where: Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria

Cost: $15
Contact: (718) 784-0077
Website: http://www.
movingimage.us/

  

EVENTS

Long Island City Food 
Tour — Treat your taste 
buds as you eat your way 
through one of Queens’ 
most historic and vibrant 
neighborhoods with the 
Long Island City Food Tour.
When: Weekdays starting at 
11 a.m.; Weekends starting 
at 12:30 p.m.
Where: Meet in Long 
Island City (exact location 
provided with ticket 
purchase).
Cost: $47.95 for children 
under 12; $64.95 for adults
Contact: 347-685-4415
Website: www.
queensfoodtours.com

MUSIC

CHIA’s Dance Party — 
CHIA’s Dance Party, New 
York City-based ensemble 
delivers a unique musical 
experience where infectious 
danceable grooves 
mix harmoniously with 
extensive compositional 
work. The band performs 
original material inspired 
by the Colombian rhythmic 
tradition, yet explores 
different compositional 
approaches.
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 
10 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

Monthly Jazz Jam — Held 
on the fi rst Wednesday of 
every month. Jazz Jams 
are a fun way to hone your 
skills and jam with your 
peers. The house band is 
led by saxophonist Carol 
Sudhalter. All are welcome 
regardless of instrument. 
Don’t play? Come listen. 
When: Wednesday, Jan. 4 
at 7 p.m.
Where: Flushing Town Hall
Cost: $10 (free for 
members, students, and 
jamming musicians)
Contact: (718) 463-7700 
x222
Website: www.
fl ushingtownhall.org

Terraza Big Band — 
Comprised of New York 
musicians of the highest 
caliber, many of them 
regular performers at 
Terraza, this group brings 
the big-band to Queens and 

bring Queens culture to the 
big-band.
When: Thursday, Jan. 5 at 
9 p.m.
Where: Terraza 7, 40-19 
Gleane St., Elmhurst
Cost: $10, free for children 
12 and under
Contact: (718) 803-9602
Website: www.terraza7.com

KIDS AND FAMILY

Winter Break and Family 
Workshops — The Queens 
Museum invites children 
aged 5-12 and their adult 
companions to create their 
own lamp models using 
the museum’s permanent 
Neustadt Collection of 
Tiffany Glass as inspiration.
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 
1:30 p.m.
Where: Queens Museum, 
Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, Queens
Cost:Free for children 
under 18, $8 for adults, $4 
for seniors
Contact: (718) 592-9700
Website: www.
queensmuseum.org

GALLERIES & EXHIBITS

Sascha Braunig: Shivers 
— With more than 20 
works made over the 
last five years, Shivers 
showcases Braunig’s 
unique approach to the 
studio portrait. Beginning 
with meticulously rendered 
paintings of fantastical 
sculptural constructions, 
the artist has deployed 
a range of pictorial 
techniques to depict bodies 
under duress.
When: Runs until March 5, 
2017. The museum is open 
Thursday through Monday 
from 12 pm to 6 pm
Where: MoMA PS1, 22-25 
Jackson Ave., Long Island 
City
Cost: Museum admission 
is $10 for adults, $5 for 
students and senior 
citizens, free children 
under 15 free. Also, until 
Oct. 15, 2017, all residents 
of New York’s five boroughs 
receive free entrance to all 
exhibitions during regular 
museum hours; excluding 
concerts, fundraisers, and 
ticketed events

FITNESS

NYRR Open Run: Astoria 
Park— Open Run is a 
community-based, volunteer-
led running initiative bringing 
free weekly runs and walks 
to local neighborhood parks. 
The fi nish line is open until 

the last person is done. The 
courses vary based on the 
park, but the courses are 
between 2.5 and 3 miles long. 
Participants are encouraged 
to arrive 15 minutes before 
the start of the run and to 
leave their valuables at home 
– bag check is not provided. 
Open to all ages, experience 
levels, walkers, strollers, 
dogs: All are welcome.
When: Saturday, Dec. 31 at 
9 a.m.
Where: Astoria Park Track, 
14-28 Astoria Park South
Cost: Free
Contact: (855) 569-6977
Website: openrun.nyrr.org

Wheelchair Basketball 
Open Gym — Come out and 

scrimmage against other 
wheelchair basketball 
players from the NYC 
area.  With the help of the 
Brooklyn Nets Wheelchair 
Basketball Team, it’s 
guaranteed to be tons of 
fun and you’ll come back 
every week for more action!
When: Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 
8 p.m.
Where: Al Oerter 
Recreation Center, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, 
Queens
Cost: A valid NYC Parks 
recreation center 
membership is required
Contact: (718) 353-7853
Website:www.nycgovparks.
org/events/2016/12/27/
wheelchair-basketball-

open-gym-hosted-by-the-
brooklyn-nets-wheelchair-
basketball-team

COMEDY

The Standing Room — 
Friday Night StandUp! and 
Saturday Night StandUp! 
feature a lineup of top 
stand-up comedians.
When: Friday, Dec. 30 at 8 
p.m. and 10 p.m.
Where: The Standing Room, 
47-38 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City
Cost: Friday, $10; Saturday, 
$15
Contact: (347) 309-7666
Website: www.
standingroomlic.com

Continued from Page 30 

Arts
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Please call to make reservations: (718) 224-8787
63-20 Commonwealth Boulevard, Douglaston, New York 11363

www.thedouglastonmanor.com

Celebrate
New Year’s Eve

at the
December 31 s t,

2016
Five Course Dinner  DJ & Dancing

Open Bar

We also have private rooms that can accommodate up to 125 people

Tuscan Table
A grand display of Antipasti

Stuzzichini
Passed Hors D’Oeuvres

UPON ARRIVAL:

Sit Down Dinner
Winter Salad

Ravioli Duo

Surf ‘N’ Turf ‘N’ Turf

Chocolate Symphony
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Guide toDINING

To be featured in our Guide to DiningGuide to Dining 
call for information: 718.260.4521718.260.4521

Complimentary Lunch during Happy Hour
Indoor Valet Parking  All Major Credit Cards Accepted2000

Gallagher’s
43-19 37th Street 
Long Island City

Mon - Fri 11:30 - 3:30PM
Sat & Sun 12 Noon - 4PM

HAPPY 
HOUR

718.361.1348  www.gallaghers2000.net

213-41 39th Avenue, Bayside, NY, 11361

ITALIAN RESTAURANT
Good Food At A Price You Can Afford

Aunt Bella’s Restaurant

Zum Stammtisch
German &

Bavarian 

Food

 
(718) 386-3014

www.zumstammtisch.com

www.bourbonstreetny.com 

A community staple since 1933

(718) 672-9696 64-21 53rd Drive  Maspeth, NY
Learn more at www.oneillsmaspeth.com SUNDAY BRUNCH

THE BLVD.
C A T E R I N G  &  F U L L  S E R V I C E  D I N I N G

718.747.2583 | FREE PARKING IN REAR

Jimmy’s Trattoria Ristorante
45-73 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361

220-33 Northern Blvd.
Bayside

(3 blocks west of
Cross Island Pkwy.)

Entertainment by Harpist Victor Gonzalez

MARBELLA
For Reservations Call 

(718) 423-0100 Fax (718) 423-0102 
AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES & CATERING

OPEN 6AM - MIDNIGHT,  
SUNDAY - THURSDAY 

24 HOURS, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

 

80-26 Queens Blvd. Elmhurst, NY 11373

AMERICAN GRILL

213-10 41st Ave. Bayside NY  718.224.0060

214-22 41st Avenue  
Bayside, NY 11361    
718-224-9898

VISIT US AT: MAGGIEMAYSBAYSIDE.COM
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To purchase tickets please fi ll in form below, or 
call Linda Lindenauer at (718) 260-4521

  HONOREES

Order Tickets 

for Family & Friends: 
$90 per person,

table of 10 - $850

FOR INFORMATION 
Call: 

Linda Lindenauer
(718) 260-4521

Email: 
llindenauer@cnglocal.com

Name:_________________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________

Tel._________________________ Email _____________________________

Name of Honoree (s):______________________________________________ 

Check Enclosed   Quantity ____   

Master Card   VISA   AMEX 

Card #__________________ Exp.________________ Sec. Code_____

Signature_____________________________ Date_____________

Mail to: Linda Lindenauer, TimesLedger Newspapers 
41-02 Bell Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361

 

  

Join us for Queens 
Ambassador Awards

Gala Dinner

104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East Elmhurst, NY

Thursday, 
January 26th 

6pm-10pm

Join us at the Gala Dinner
honoring immigrants

who make Queens great

LaGuardia 
Plaza Hotel

Jagir Singh Bains

Lidia Bastianich

Winnie Benjamin

Ricardi Calixte

Josefa Castro

Irene Cheung

K.Y. Chow

Grigore Culian

Shaun Francois

Joseph Hennessy

Dr. Dheeraj Kamalam

Saywalah Kesselly

John Liu

Monica Loja

Richard Mazda

Richard Mumith

Dr. Uma Mysorekar

Rodrigue Ouattara

Juan Serrano

Malini Shah

Aravella Simotas

Wesley Sin

Harbachan Singh

Ciaran Staunton 

Orlaith Staunton

“The program was a failed 
counterterrorism tool, was 

highly discriminatory, and 
led to widespread fear and 
needless dislocation of fami-
lies across the United States,” 
de Blasio said. “New York City 
is proudly home to one of the 
largest Muslin communities 

in the country. If NSEERS 
were reinstated, roughly 
28,000 New Yorkers would like-
ly be required to register, with 
devastating consequences for 
immigrant families and other 
members of our community 

who would face greater fear, 
uncertainty and exclusion. 
The Department of Homeland 
Security took important steps 
to end the program in 2011 and 
now the president will finish 
the job.”

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglocal.
com or by phone at (718) 260–
4538.

Continued from Page 6 

NSEERS

Protesters demonstrate against the NSEERS program in mid-December before delivering petitions with over 350,000 signatures calling for its dismantling by the Obama administration. 
Courtesy MoveOn.org
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222,
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
www.ultfash.com

WORLD MALL BRIDAL DREAMS
7905 5th Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 333–5041 or
(646) 712–4084, www.bridaldreamsmall.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748–8855,
www.bayridgemanor.com

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

CASA PEPE RESTAURANT
114 Bay Ridge Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 833–8865,
www.casapepe.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

FORT HAMILTON COMMUNITY CLUB
207 Sterling Dr., Brooklyn, NY 11208, (718) 765-7368, 
www.hamiltonmwr.com/community-club.php

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252–4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788–0777,
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833–8200,
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332–8494,
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northwern Blvd., Bayside, NY  11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

PARADISE CATERING HALL
51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock

http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015 23 13th Ave., Brooklyn (718) 331–2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447–0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY  11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377–4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236–9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY. 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998–7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 543–6797 or
(718) 238–3838, www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, (800) 447–6730 or (718) 
338–3600, www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY  11432
(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

CASH FOR GOLD
2619 86th Street, Brooklyn, New York
216-17 Merrick Boulevard, Springfield Gardens, NY
Phone: (718) 339-4653, Fax: (718) 975-0952
info@cashforgoldbk.com, cashforgoldbk.com/location-2,  
cashforgoldbk.com/contact-us

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY.  11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

MALSONS JEWELERS
464 86th Street, Brookly, NY 11209
5144 Kings Plaza Mall

(718) 491-6666, www.malsonsjewelers.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384–1305,
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232–8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718)353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998–0949,
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400–2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200,

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

REVEAL YOURSELF BEAUTY SALON
1669 Richmond Road, Staten Island, NY 10304
www.revealbeautysalon.com

SALON MALAVE
7824 13th Ave., Brooklyn (347) 497–5720
www.salonmalave.com

Services
BROOKLYN SPINE CENTER
ZERONA LASER OF NEW YORK
5911-16th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204, (718) 234-6207

JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339–7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376–8656,
www.omnidentalcare.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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Sports

BY LAURA AMATO

Ron Naclerio looked down 
at his cell phone Thursday 
night and was a bit concerned it 
was going to ring and buzz and 
light up for the rest of time. 

It didn’t, but the messages 
still poured in for hours. 

The longtime Cardozo 
basketball coach made his-
tory as his squad took down 
Springfield Gardens 79-76, 
making Naclerio the all-time 
public-schools wins leader in 
New York state. He passed Ed 
Petrie for the honor with 755 
victories. 

“It just kind of hit me,” Na-
clerio said. “I looked at my cell 
phone and there were people 
from the NBA, college, people 
that are big wigs in the game 
of basketball and even people 
from the mayor’s office. They 
were all texting me and con-
gratulating me.”

Naclerio celebrated with 
his team for a few moments 
after the game, but it wasn’t 
until he made an appearance 
at a Cardozo alumni holiday 
party later that night that the 

celebration truly began. 
“I get to the party and I’m 

getting treated like a king,” 
Naclerio said. “It was like I in-
vented the game.”

Naclerio had a chance to 
break the record Dec. 20, but 
‘Dozo came up short of the 
win, falling to John Bowne in 
blowout fashion. It was a disap-
pointing showing for the team, 
but Naclerio went back to the 
drawing board – it’s what he’s 
always done. 

He watched film for hours 
after the loss, examined box 
scores and stat sheets all day 
Wednesday and knew he had 
to make a change. 

“We made some changes 
[on Thursday] and we went all 
small. As the kids are learning 
me, I’m learning the team,” 
Naclerio said. “Some kids 
I’m maybe rewarding them 
with minutes they think they 
deserve, but the stats aren’t 
showing they deserve. And 
then some kids I’m penalizing 
with not giving them minutes. 
I’m learning.” 

Naclerio’s determination to 

Cardozo boys basketball coach Ron Naclerio was one of five inductees 
in the Judges’ 2016 athletic Hall of Fame.  Photo by Gina Palermo

BY LAURA AMATO

Anthony Lang just really 
likes hitting other people – 
hard. 

He did that quite a lot this 
fall. 

The Christ the King senior 
defensive lineman was all but 
impossible to slow down this 
season, consistently bringing 
pressure in the backfield and 
putting hard hits on opposing 
offenses. 

Lang enjoyed that part a lot 
and, for his efforts, has earned 
Queens TimesLedger Football 
Player of the Year honors. 

“[On] defense you have one 
job – to get the ball carrier,” 
Lang said. “It’s not like of-
fense, where everybody else 
has a different job and it’s all 
got to work together. You’ve 
just got to get the ball carrier 
and make them feel pain every 
single play.”

Lang’s determination to 
hit and hit hard began in the 
offseason as the Royals looked 
to him to provide senior lead-
ership. Christ the King boast-
ed a good core of experienced 
players on its roster this sea-
son, but Lang in particular 
stepped up when it came to 
setting the tone on and off the 
field. 

“Every team needs a vocal 
and emotional leader and I felt 
like I could be that guy along 
with some of my teammates,” 
Lang said. “I felt like I did my 
best to lead my team as far as 
we could go.”

Of course, Lang backed up 
his voice with his performance 
on the field and his stats were 
nothing short of impressive in 
his final high school season. 

He tallied six sacks, two 
fumble recoveries and 45 tack-
les while consistently break-
ing through one-on-one blocks 
to become a serious pass-
rushing threat every time he 
lined up. Lang also notched a 
sack and seven tackles in the 
Royals’ week two victory over 
Poly Prep. 

It was a season-defining 
win for Christ the King and 
a performance that will help 
Lang set the bar even higher 
for future Royals teams. 

“Wins like that, those are 
going to help the younger guys 
coming up,” he said. “They’re 
going to be in AAA from now 
on and if we showed that we 
could beat teams like that, 
these younger guys are going 
to know that the program is 
coming up. We should be one 
of the top programs in the 
city.”

Lang and the Royals came 
up short of their ultimate goal 
– falling to Xavier in the first 
round of the postseason – and 
while the end was certainly 
disappointing, the senior 
standout is determined to 
build on that experience. 

“Everybody was preach-

ing all season that we were 
the team to beat and we had to 
finish in the championship,” 
he said. “Our coaches told us 
we had to be in it, but those 
are lessons that I can take on 
in life.”

Lang is set to head to the 
University at Albany next year 
and while he knows the col-
lege game will be a challenge, 
he’s certain it won’t change 
how much he enjoys hitting 
other players. They’ll just be a 
bit bigger from now on. 

“I’m very excited. The 
hard work is paying off,” Lang 
said. “I’ve been working since 
freshman year to get a full 
scholarship to a school and 
I’m so happy it’s paying off. 
I can show my talent around 
the country and at the next 
level.”

Christ the King senior defender Anthony Lang was a force to be reck-
oned with this season, crowding the line and hauling down opposing 
players with ease.  Anthony Lang 

Continued on Page 37

Lang: Player of Year
Senior defender a force to be reckoned with in 2016

Cardozo coach nabs 
all-time wins record 
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BY LAURA AMATO

It felt a bit like Christ-
mas had come early for the 
St. John’s men’s basketball 
team. 

The Red Storm took down 
Syracuse 93-60 at the Carrier 
Dome Dec. 21, marking the 
third straight victory over 
the Orange in the annual ri-
valry matchup. 

The 33-point win gave 
Syracuse its worst loss in 
program history on its home 
court. 

“I really can’t explain it, 
especially, after the game we 
were coming off,” St. John’s 
coach Chris Mullin said. “I 
keep telling [our team] that 
if they want to be a winning 
team, that’s the process you 
have to go through.”

The game was a complete 
turnaround for a St. John’s 
squad that could hardly do 
anything right in a lopsided 
loss to Penn State Dec. 18. 
This team, however, looked 
completely different as the 
Storm hit their collective 
stride from the opening 
whistle. 

“One thing I have learned 
in my short [coaching] stint 
is that you just never re-
ally know with these young 

guys,” Mullin said. “We’ve 
had some really good games 
already and we’ve had some 
stinkers. They don’t go out 
there and do it on purpose. 
With experience comes con-
sistency and with inexperi-
ence comes erratic play.”

Freshman guard Shamo-

rie Ponds got back on track 
– taking up the mantle of 
leadership once again after 
Federico Mussini was un-
able to travel with the team 
due to an infection – with a 
game-high 21 points, seven 
assists and six rebounds. The 
Brooklyn native also notched 

a career-high four steals. 
He didn’t turn the ball 

over once. 
“We never lost focus and 

we stayed together as a fam-
ily,” Ponds said. “We’re one 
of the youngest teams in the 
country. We’re maturing and 
getting better day-by-day.”

Ponds’ offensive spark 
jump-started a 14-point Red 
Storm run midway through 
the first half and the squad 
took a 39-29 lead into half-
time. 

Syracuse did its best to 
battle back in the second half, 
making it a six-point game 
just a minute into the period, 
but St. John’s answered with 
another run and the Orange 
were never able to recover. 

The Red Storm pushed 
the ball through Syracuse’s 
infamous 2-3 zone with ease, 
recording 27 assists on 34 
baskets, a season-high. The 
number was also the most 
since St. John’s notched 29 
assists against Fordham in 
2013. 

“When you play against 
a team like Syracuse with 
the 2-3 zone, the best in bas-
ketball, you can attack it a 
lot of different ways, but at 
some point you have to make 
shots,” Mullin said. “We did 

a better job with that.”
St. John’s shot a blister-

ing 69 percent from the floor 
in the second half and fin-
ished 34-of-64 for the entire 
game. Syracuse shot just 32.8 
percent on the night and con-
verted only four shots from 
behind the arc. 

By the final whistle, the 
Red Storm saw eight players 
put points on the board, in-
cluding three in double dig-
its. Bashir Ahmed chipped in 
20 points and five rebounds, 
while Malik Ellison added 
16. 

“We shot the ball re-
ally well,” Mullin said. “We 
moved it around and our in-
tensity was better.”

St. John’s is hoping to find 
a bit of stability with a win 
like this, looking to use the 
lopsided showing as a jump-
ing off point ahead of league 
play. The Red Storm were 
slated to host No. 13/13 But-
ler in their Big East-opener 
on this Thursday. 

“In a game like this they 
can see what we’re talking 
about,” Mullin said. “Not so 
much the score, but when you 
give an effort and [bring] en-
ergy and share the ball and 
do the right things, at some 
point it works.”

The St. John’s bench celebrates the Red Storm’s 93-60 victory over 
Syracuse on Wednesday, the biggest margin of victory ever for a visiting 
team at the Carrier Dome.  St. John’s Athletics

BY LAURA AMATO

Marquise Moore was frus-
trated. He’d been at the top of his 
game last season when it all got 
sidelined – literally. 

The Jamaica native and 
George Mason basketball stand-
out suffered a high ankle sprain 
midway through the year, forc-
ing him off the court and onto 
an eight-month rehab road that, 
more often than not, left him 
disappointed with his lack of 
progress. 

At some point, however, 
Moore decided to change his 
approach. If he had to work to 
get back onto the court, he’d do 
whatever was necessary to en-
sure he’d come back even stron-
ger than before. 

He has. 
The senior guard has been 

nothing short of exceptional so 
far this season and as he gets 
ready for league play, Moore is 
determined to up his game even 
more. 

“I think it’s just me being 
aggressive,” Moore said. “I’m 

attacking the rim consistently 
and it’s hard to keep me from 
getting the rim whether they 
scheme against me or not.”

The former Holy Cross stand-
out leads George Mason in just 
about every statistical category, 
rarely coming off the court in 
the team’s first 12 games of the 
season. He’s shooting over 50 
percent from the floor and has 
been held to single digits just 
once in his first dozen games.

He’s also quick to point out 
that statistics are a result of 
great team effort.

“My teammates are making 
shots and that opens up things 
for me, too. Because then you’ve 
got to make a decision on who 
to guard,” Moore said. “It’s just 
a whole team game. It’s hard to 
key on one player when your 
whole team is playing well.”

Moore made George Ma-
son history earlier this month, 
becoming the first player to 
earn Atlantic-10 player of the 
week honors. He picked up the 
accolade after averaging 21 
points, 14.5 rebounds, 7.5 assists 

throughout the week, high-
lighted by a triple-double perfor-
mance at Penn. 

It was the first triple-double 
in program history. 

“At first I was surprised be-
cause I was certain guys had 
been player of the week before,” 
Moore said. “But that’s definite-
ly a great honor and to be able to 
put George Mason on the map 
and show people what we can 

do.”
Moore has done his best to 

let his game do the talking this 
season, but he’s also worked to 
become a vocal leader on the 
squad, anxious to step up in his 
final season at George Mason. 

That’s a bit against the grain 
for Moore, but, much like over-
coming that ankle sprain, it’s 
a challenge he’s found a way to 
embrace. 

“I’m more quiet and re-
served, but I’ve been talking a 
bit more,” he said. “You’ve got to 
know your team, know who you 
can yell at and who to talk up. 
You just try and set an example 
and lead the young guys.”

George Mason is in the 
midst of one of its most impres-
sive early-season performances 
in recent years and Moore’s re-
turn to the court is at the center 
of that. 

But he isn’t satisfied yet. 
Moore wants to wrap up 

his time at George Mason on a 
high note and, as far as he’s con-
cerned, the only way to do that 
is with a league championship 
and NCAA Tournament berth. 
He’s more than willing to put in 
the work for that as well. 

“I think, honestly, we can 
win every game we have left on 
the schedule if we come ready 
to play,” Moore said. “It’s been 
a tough road, a couple of losing 
seasons, so to be in that posi-
tion and have that opportunity, 
that’s a big thing for all of us.”

Hoops star better than ever after devastating injury 

St. John’s blows past rival Syracuse 93-60

Former Holy Cross star Marquise Moore has had a historic start to his 
final season at George Mason, notching the program’s first-ever triple 
double and A-10 player of the week accolades. 
 George Mason Athletics/Rafael Suanes
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Football stars recognized for stellar play
Christ the King, Bayside, Holy Cross players among those honored for performances in 2016

BY LAURA AMATO

There were plenty of big-
time moments on the gridiron 
in Queens this season. 

Eagle Academy III clinched 
the PSAL cup championship in 
dramatic fashion with a pair of 
goal-line stands, including one 
in overtime to defeat Frederick 
Douglass Academy.

Bayside and Springfield Gar-
dens also impressed in the bowl 
division, both earning playoff 
berths this fall. 

Christ the King led the 
charge in the CHSFL with a 
dominant regular season – in-
cluding victories over St. An-
thony’s and Poly Prep – while 
Holy Cross grabbed a Week One 
win over St. Francis Prep in the 
Battle of the Boulevard. 

Of course, none of that would 
have been possible without the 
players. Here they are, the best 
of the best in Queens:

Player of the Year: Anthony Lang, 
Christ the King (See Page 37).

Coach of the Year: Jason Levitt, 
Bayside

The longtime Commodores 
coach led his squad back to the 
PSAL postseason and a semifi-
nal appearance this season with 
a strong showing on both sides 
of the ball. Bayside balanced a 
strong offense – with one of the 
top lines in the Bowl division – 
with a hard-hitting defense that 
held opposing teams to single 
digits in the first seven games 
of the season. Levitt and the 

Commodores will likely be back 
again next year, with most of 
the team’s starting lineup set to 
return.

First-Team All-Area
Justin Terry, Christ the King
The Monmouth-bound defen-

sive back was a solid presence in 
the secondary for the Royals all 
season, racking up two intercep-
tions, three fumble recoveries 
and 28 total tackles. He regular-
ly took on opposing teams’ top 
scoring threats, matching each 
challenge with a fresh burst of 
speed and hard-hitting attack. 

Christian Valdez, Holy Cross
The senior quarterback 

settled into his role under cen-
ter nicely this season with 1,135 
passing yards and nine touch-
downs. Valdez, who picked up 
a CHSFL Golden Eleven award 
this season, averaged over 113 
yards through the air per game. 

Robert Williams, Bayside
The junior played just about 

everywhere for the Commo-
dores this fall and finished the 
year with 12 touchdowns. He 
hauled in 24 receptions for 686 
yards and also chipped in 254 
yards on the ground as well, av-
eraging over 14 yards per carry. 
On the defensive side of the ball 
Williams added 18 tackles from 
the defensive back position. 

Elijah Walcott, Bayside
The senior was an impres-

sive figure on the field this 
year, regularly towering over 
opponents and using every inch 
of his frame to deliver big-time 

hits. The linebacker racked up 
41 tackles and three fumble re-
coveries in addition to scoring 
a defensive touchdown. Walcott 
also chipped in 411 total yards 
on offense, rushing for one 
touchdown during the season. 

Jonathan Coste, Christ the King
The 6-foot-3 lineman was 

all but impossible to slow down 
and opposing teams regularly 
schemed against him, drawing 
double teams almost every time 
he lined up. Coste recorded 44 
tackles and three sacks in 2016 
and notched a season-high nine 
tackles in the Royals’ 17-13 vic-
tory over Poly Prep.

Nicholas Hunter, Christ the King
The junior seriously enjoyed 

tackling opposing players this 
season. Hunter finished the year 
with 82 tackles as well as three 
sacks and one fumble recovery. 
He recorded double-digit tack-
les in five games this year.

Tequan Evans, Bayside
The junior quarterback was 

a two-fold threat this season, 

sparking the Commodores’ of-
fense with his arm and his feet. 
He threw for 1,142 yards and 
eight touchdowns this season 
and ran for 335 yards and four 
touchdowns on the ground. 

Gary Newman, Eagle Academy III
The junior threw for 787 

yards, 12 touchdowns and just 
one interception in the Eagles’ 
championship season this fall. 
He was also a threat on his feet, 
adding 884 yards and 15 touch-
downs on the ground. And, for 
good measure, Newman was a 
strong defender for the Eagles, 
racking up three interceptions 
and one fumble recovery. 

Justin Felder, Holy Cross
The junior running back 

found his footing this season – 
literally. 

Felder racked up 905 yards 
on the ground, averaging just 
under seven yards every time 
he touched the ball, and found 
the end zone nine times. 

Senai Haywood, Springfi eld 
Gardens

The Golden Eagles junior 
lined up everywhere this 
fall, but he was at his best out 
of the backfield. Haywood 
recorded 602 rushing yards, 10 
touchdowns and three two-point 
conversions. He also played 
in the secondary on defense, 
finishing the season with 37 
tackles and one interception. 

Camarin Blair, St. Francis Prep
The senior lineman was a bright 
spot in an otherwise difficult 
season for the Terriers. Blair 
played both sides for St. Francis 
Prep this season, seeing time at 
tackle and guard, but was best 
on the offensive line, helping the 
Terriers average 120 rushing 
yards per game.  

Honorable Mention

DB: Terrell Jones, Christ the 
King

DL: Lucas Anastasis, Holy 
Cross

RB: Dayshawn Small, Long 
Island City

RB: Siddiq Muhammad, 
Christ the King

RB: Garfield McDonald, Ja-
maica

RB: Jonathan Cato, Bayside
RB: Joshua Timmer, Beach 

Channell
WR: Tosin Oyekanmi, Christ 

the King
WR: Michael Ciardiello, 

Holy Cross
WR: Joshua Alphonso, 

Springfield Gardens
QB: Steve Cadesti, Spring-

field Gardens

Bayside quarterback Tequan Evans did a bit of everything for the 
Commodores’ offense this season, making plays with his arm and his 
feet.  Photo by Robert Cole

find out what makes this sea-
son’s Cardozo team tick is a tes-
tament to his ability as a coach – 
and the reason why he managed 
to make history on a court that 
has shaped him as much as he’s 
shaped it. 

He was upset at the loss, but 
not simply because it kept him a 
win a way from history. He was 
upset with his team’s lack of ef-
fort and energy and Naclerio did 
his best to turn that around in a 
24-hour span. 

“It’s growing pains. And the 
pain of growing on Tuesday was 
rewarded [against Springfield 
Gardens],” Naclerio said. “I 
always tell the team, you have 
to learn how to lose before you 
learn how to win.”

There was a bit of late drama 

down the stretch of the historic 
win, as the Judges missed 11 of 
17 foul shots in the final two min-
utes of regulation. Dejavaughn 
Utley drained a three-pointer 
with 15 seconds to tie the game 
and, after Noah Semple drained 
a foul shot, he followed up with 
his own free throw to put ‘Dozo 
up two. 

The win wasn’t perfect, but 
many of Naclerio’s 755 wins 
haven’t been. He’s thankful for 
each and every one of them and 
he’s ready to see history in his 
rearview mirror, determined 
to take the next step with this 
Judges group. 

“I knew it was going to hap-
pen sooner or later, I just didn’t 
want it to be like something 
hanging there,” Naclerio said. 
“Like a baseball player where 
he starts going 0-for-20 and it’s 
like when is he going to get the 
hit. It was like a sigh of relief.”

Continued from Page 37 

Naclerio
Contact the newsroom: 

718-260-4545 • timesledgernews@cnglocal.com
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“a valued treasure” in the 
community.

“The current admissions 
process is the result of years 
of hard work that strikes the 
appropriate balance in the 
best interests of our chil-
dren,” he said. “No changes 
to that process should occur 
unless affected families and 
community representatives 
are involved and approve of 
any alterations.”

In the original Dec. 8 let-
ter, Composto said that all 
students in a fifth-grade 
G&T program in the dis-
trict would be “evaluated for 
placement” in a G&T pro-
gram, along with other inter-
ested students in the district. 
Composto said there would 
be no priority given for at-
tending an elementary G&T 
program. 

Parents at PS 122 decried 
the news, saying it was un-
fair to families who had 
planned on automatic enroll-
ment of their children into PS 
122’s middle school G&T pro-

gram, while some questioned 
whether it was right to have 
middle school G&T seats at 
PS 122 unavailable because 
of automatic enrollment.

Composto’s Dec. 22 let-
ter said the change in policy 
came after “feedback to an 
initial letter sent earlier this 
month about potential chang-
es to the current system.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Queens District Attorney 
Richard Brown also expressed 
his support for authorizing fa-
milial DNA searches in New 
York state several weeks ago. 
He cited Vetrano’s murder, and 
said the familial DNA search-
ing could have an impact on 
other unsolved cases. The com-
mission announced it will hold 
a hearing Feb. 10 to consider 
whether such searches will be 
allowable in the state, accord-
ing to Addabbo’s office.

The investigation into Ve-
trano’s murder is ongoing and 
several weeks ago police re-
leased information that could 
potentially pertain to the kill-
er. Police said the suspect was 
likely familiar with Spring 

Creek Park, and may have vis-
ited or even lived in the park 
prior to the murder. The killer 
may have stopped visiting or 
living in the park afterwards, 
according to police, and “may 
have provided a seemingly rea-
sonable excuse for this change 
in behavior to others. He may 
have even suggested his avoid-
ance of the park was due to the 
danger there,” according to the 
NYPD report. It is possible the 
individual in question might 
have looked like they were in a 
fight or struggle, police said.

Police encouraged anyone 
who might have information 
to reach out to authorities.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

rent between $400 and $500 a 
month, and would not be able 
to afford market-rate apart-
ments in New York City and 
pointed out “NYSUM con-
firmed that they intend to re-
move these tenants in order 
to operate a homeless shelter 
on the site, which these ten-
ants may very well need due 
to NYSUM’s actions.” They 
said Pastor Peter DeArruda 
suggested the non-profit or-
ganization was losing money 
on the residence and is gener-
ally facing hardships.

“It’s unconscionable that 
the New York School of Ur-
ban Ministry would look to 
evict its tenants in the midst 
of the holiday season and lit-
erally leave families out in 
the cold,” Crowley said. “At 
a time, when our city is grap-
pling with an unprecedented 
homelessness crisis, we need 
to make sure we’re doing ev-
erything possible to keep peo-
ple in their homes and pro-
tect them from unscrupulous 
landlords or any undue hard-
ship that might result from 
their poor management.”

DeArruda’s attorney could 
not be reached for comment.

NYSUM claims a net 
rental income of $446,881, ac-
cording to its 990 filing from 
2014. “This income appears 
to be sufficient to cover op-
erational costs that may ex-
ist, given the tax status of the 
organization,” they wrote. 
The lawmakers also included 
a document that indicates the 
property is fully paid off and 
owned by NYSUM, clear of 
any mortgage,

“Claiming financial hard-
ship to pressure low-income 
tenants out of their homes 
during the holidays is a new 
low,” Gianaris said. “Needy 
residents should not be vic-
timized by poor management 
looking to make more money 
off of their misery.”

The lawmakers continue 
to urge the residents to re-
main in their homes and 
avail themselves of their le-
gal rights while the Legal Aid 
Society continues to examine 
all documents and assist the 
tenants. The offices of Gia-
naris, Crowley and Simotas 
offered DeArruda the oppor-
tunity to meet and discuss a 
potential solution to the situ-
ation but he did not respond 
to the request.

“The abrupt and shame-
ful manner in which the New 
York School of Urban Minis-
try tried to force out its low-
income tenants raises serious 
concerns about how this tax 
exempt, not-for-profit organi-
zation is operating,” Simotas 
said. “Because the organiza-
tion’s actions towards these 
residents is so contrary to its 
stated mission and its plans 
for the building where they 
are living are so secretive, I 
think it’s important to inves-
tigate all of NYSUM’s practic-
es as a so-called ‘charity.’”

Schneiderman has re-
ceived the letter and will dis-
cuss it with the state Educa-
tion Department, which has 
primary jurisdiction over 
educational institutions, ac-
cording to spokeswoman 
Amy Spitalnik. 

Reach reporter Bill Parry 
by e-mail at bparry@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

from her freshman year and 
was also interested in ex-
ploring different religions 
and her Muslim faith from 
different perspectives. She 
also learned Arabic to study 
advanced scholarship texts 
and studied abroad in Mo-
rocco and Jordan. She hopes 
to bring a unique perspective 
to Islamic scholarship.

“We need more female 
opinions within this field. 
I feel like I represent a Mus-
lim and female voice within 
Islamic scholarship and that 
means a lot because there are 
very few Muslim women in 
this field,” she said. “If males 
are dominating the field, 
they’re not going to highlight 
women’s issues and family is-
sues.”

Masood attended a small 
religious school in Queens 
with 10 students in her grad-
uating class, according to 
Hunter College. Her parents 

emigrated from Pakistan, 
with her father working in 
candy stores for much of his 
life and her mother serving 
as a homemaker. Masood has 
three older sisters, including 
one named Hajara, who is also 
studying religion at Hunter 
College. Masood’s parents did 
not take a vacation so they 
could save money for their 
children’s education.

Masood credited several 
professors at Hunter College 
for helping her to prepare 
for the interview process in 
attaining a Marshall schol-
arship, including Barbara 
Sproul and Christopher 
Stone, as well as Professor 
Bert Breiner, who she said in-
spired her to go into the field 
of religious scholarship. She 
would eventually like to be a 
professor at a public univer-
sity like Hunter College, part 
of the City University of New 
York system.

Masood said she empha-
sized the lack of available 
voices in Islamic scholarship 
in public institutions like 
Hunter during her Marshall 

scholarship interview. Many 
Ivy League schools, she said, 
have strong Islamic Studies 
programs, but often those 
programs and universities 
are unaffordable for many 
students. As a religion major, 
she wanted to offer people the 
opportunity to learn about 
her religion through the 
prism of faith.

“People are curious and 
want to learn about Islam. 
They ask questions about 
Islam to me, and I just wish 
there were more opportuni-
ties to learn, because unfor-
tunately most people hear 
about Islam from the news or 
other media outlets,” she said. 
“That’s what’s motivating me 
in my studies — to be part of 
that dialogue.”

Masood will graduate from 
Hunter next year. In addition 
to her major, Masood has mi-
nored in Arabic Studies and 
Asian American Studies.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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Continued from Page 7 

DNA

Continued from Page 7 
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Faiza Masood (r) stands with Hunter College President Jennifer J. Raab. Masood is one of the recipients of the 
2017 Marshall Scholarship. Courtesy of Hunter College, City University of New York
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Prices include all costs to consumer except tax, title, $75 doc fee and dmv fee. (1)Leases are closed end with purchase option avail on credit. Lessee 
resp. for excess wear & tear. 12K mi per yr, 15¢ each add’l mi. Ttl Pymts/Residual: ’17 Corolla $4,726/$12,615; ’17 Camry SE $5,066/$14,957; ’17 
RAV4 $5,746/$17,657; ’17 Sienna $8,806/$19,986. All leases incl TFS lease bonus cash, subvention cash, rebates to dlr. Due at sign = Down pymt 
(’17 Corolla=$2,039; ’17 Camry=$2,774; ’17 RAV4=$3,169; ’17 Sienna=$3,459) OR equity in trade in + tax, titles, $650 acq fee & reg fees, $0 sec 
dep (waived by TFS). ’17 Corollla: $1000, ’17 Camry: $500, ’17 RAV4: $500 Lease Bonus Cash thru Toyota Financial Services. First 2 payments to be 
paid by Westbury Toyota. (2)On approved credit. (3)Estimated Retail Value: $495. (4) Monthly Payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 2.9% - 60 months= 
$17.92 Monthly payment for every $1,000 fi nanced is 1.9% - 36 mos = $28.16; 1.9% - 48 mos = $21.65; 1.9% - 60 mos = $17.48 for well qualifi ed 
buyers. (5) From the original date of fi rst use when sold as a new vehicle. Must take immediate delivery from dealer stock. Not responsible for typos/equip 
errors. Must take retail delivery by 12-31-2016. Offers expire 3 days after pub. DMV#7113040

Many Toyota Certifi ed and Pre-Owned Vehicles in stock
• 12 Month/12,000 Mile Comprehensive Warranty
• 7-year/100,000 Mile Limited Power Train Warranty (5)

• 8-year/100,000 Mile Factory Hybrid Battery Warranty (5)

• 174-Point Quality Assurance Inspection For Hybrid Vehicles
• 1-year Roadside Assistance & CARFAX Vehicle History Report

2.9% APR(4)

for 60 Months on Select
Toyota Certifi ed Used Vehicles

Sales: 1121 Old Country Rd., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-203-4267
Service: 115 Frost St., Westbury, NY 11590 • 516-279-1582

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

COROLLA
 LE

Stk#N70594, Mod#1852,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 

a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/
winds/ lcks. MSRP $20,024.  

$2,039 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,039 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

(1) 
(2)

WestburyToyota.com

NO PAYMENTS
UNTIL FEB 2017

REMOTE START
INCLUDED

WITH EVERY PURCHASE (3)

8 Passenger

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

CAMRY 
SE 

Stk#N70208, Mod#2546,  
4cyl, auto, alloys, Fog Lights, 
a/c,  AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/

brks/ winds/lcks. MSRP $24,929.  
$2,774 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$2,774 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$149 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

RAV4 LE 
AWD 

Stk#N71047, Mod#4432,  
4cyl, auto, a/c, AM/FM/CD,  
pwr steer/brks/winds/lcks.  

MSRP $27,589. 
$3,169 Due at Signing. 

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,169 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$169 (1) 
(2)

NEW 2017 TOYOTA

SIENNA 
LE FWD

Stk#N70295, Mod#5338,  6cyl, 
auto, alloys, Fog Lights, a/c,  
AM/FM/CD, pwr steer/brks/ 
winds/lcks. MSRP $33,875.  

$3,459 Due at Signing.

Per Month
36 Mos Lease

$3,459 Down or 
Equivalent Trade 

Equity

$259(1) 
(2)

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE

  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE

$139
  $O  DOWN
         AVAILABLE
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, 
Jewelry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, 

Fine Porcelain, Entire Contents of Estates.
RUGS & PAINTINGS

WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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