
BY GINA MARTINEZ
 
Big Apple Circus has been 

saved and will continue its mis-
sion of helping disabled children.

The circus was bought at a 

bankruptcy auction Feb. 7 for 
$1.3 million by Big Top Works, an 
affiliate of the Florida-based in-
vestment firm Compass Partners 
LLC, and will 

“Our choice was based on Com-

pass Partners offering the highest 
bid and making a compelling case 
to revive the circus performances 
consistent with the original Big 
Apple Circus mission and values: 
serving family audiences in New 

York City and on tour, sensitive 
to accessibility and to differently 
abled audiences,” Big Apple said 
in a statement.

The circus, which has been an 
annual visitor to Cunningham 
Park in Fresh Meadows, is set 
to return this fall for the 2017-18 
season and will announce the de-
tails of its upcoming season in the 
spring.

The circus initially ran into fi-
nancial trouble in 2008 following 
the national recession. The circus 
relied on Wall Street as a benefac-
tor, providing up to $1 million a 
year in funds for annual corpo-
rate entertainment, which helped 
to keep the circus going. Events 
like Hurricane Sandy, the Boston 
Marathon bombing and the At-
lanta ice storm in 2014 kept people 
from attending shows, which re-
duced ticket sales and enlarged 
Big Apple’s deficit.

Last summer Big Apple turned 
to an online campaign to raise 
some money with donations rang-
ing up to $50,000, and the Big 
Apple principals also hoped that 
an emergency fund-raiser would 
get the attention of big donors. 
To their surprise, no one stepped 
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Marvin Jay Berkley has two entries in the 16th Annual Winter Art Show, a highlight of the season for the Bayside 
Historical Society, at the society’s landmark building at Ft. Totten. See more photos on Page 8. 
          Photo by Michael Shain

BY MARK HALLUM

The community of Windsor 
Park coop still awaits three 
speed bumps in their area fol-
lowing a study performed by 
the city Dept. of Transporta-
tion at the request of former-
Councilman Mark Weprin (D-
Oakland Gardens). 

The study approved the 
speed bumps to be built and the 
pavement was marked, but six 
months later Windsor park has 
no sign of speed control. One 
community member, who chose 
to remain anonymous, alleged 
that the safety measure was 
killed altogether by Windsor 
Park President Larry Kinitsky, 
who said there was no need for 
speed bumps at a Community 
Board 11 Transportation Com-
mittee hearing.

The 46-acre development 
consisting of 20 buildings and 
1,854 units sits along 75th Av-
enue in Oakland Gardens.

The issue of speeding cars 
became a concern for the resi-
dents of Windsor Park during 

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

Queens District Attorney Richard Brown and 
elected officials pushed for the state Commission on 
Forensic Science’s DNA Subcommittee to consider 
authorizing the use of familial DNA searches to help 

DA Brown pushes for 
familial DNA searches

BY BILL PARRY

The city wants to put 
your neighborhood busi-
ness on the map — liter-
ally. 

The Department of 
Small Business Services 
has launched “NYC Love 

Your Local,” a new grass-
roots approach to celebrate 
and promote small busi-
nesses throughout the five 
boroughs. The program 
encourages New Yorkers 
to share their favorite in-
dependent, non-franchise 
businesses, which will be 

added to an interactive 
map that is now available 
online.

“Independent, small 
businesses are the back-
bone of our neighborhoods, 
and the ‘NYC Love Your 
Local’ initiative recogniz-

Windsor Park 
co-op sidesteps 

its residents

Big Apple Circus returns this fall
Family show survives bankruptcy to come back under new ownership in 2017-18

Continued on Page 12Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14 Continued on Page 14

City boosts  small businesses

Neighborhood small businesses are pro-
moted in a new city program called the 
NYC Love Your Local initiative. 

Photo by Christina Santucci
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Sherbee     AntiquesEst. 1940

ANTIQUES & STERLING WANTED

TOP DOLLAR PAID
We Come To You!

We purchase all Gold, Antiques, Mid-Century & 
Pre-1950 Furniture, Paintings, Rugs, Sterling Silver, Bronzes, Jew-

elry, Bric-a-Brac, Marble Figures & Marble Top Furniture, Fine Por-
celain, Entire Contents of Estates.

RUGS & PAINTINGS
WANTED

Prompt 
& Courteous

Service

All 
Tiffany Items 

Wanted

718-762-7448 

SHERBEE ANTIQUES Proprietor    

917-748-7622

All Diamonds & 
Estate Jewelry 

WANTED
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3Peralta tossed out of Democratic club

State senator heavily criticized for joining Independent Democratic Conference

BY BILL PARRY
 
State Sen. Jose Peralta 

(D-East Elmhurst) has 
withstood a firestorm of 
criticism for more than 
three weeks since he an-
nounced he was joining 
the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference last 
month. His defection from 
the Senate’s mainline 
Democrats led to chants 
of “traitor” during a town 
hall meeting in Jackson 
Heights that drew hun-
dreds and last week U.S. 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-
Jackson Heights), the 
chairman of the Queens 
Democratic Party, said 
he was disappointed in 
Peralta’s “decision to un-
dermine our party and 
empower the Republican 
caucus.”

In explaining his de-
cision to hold the town 
hall meeting, Peralta was 
critical of the Democratic 
leadership in the Senate, 
saying, “I wanted to let 
my constituents know 
about the failures of the 
minority Democratic 
Conference, a conference 
I left because I disagree 
with their objectives of 
bad mouthing and canni-
balizing other Democrats 
that did not agree with 
them.”

Peralta also said the 
leadership lacked a leg-
islative plan and did not 
have a strategy to regain 
the majority. State Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-As-
toria), the deputy Demo-
cratic leader, fired back 
this week.

“I am extremely disap-
pointed in Senator Per-
alta’s decision to partner 
with the Senate Republi-
can, who are New York’s 
biggest supporters of 
President Trump and 
his backward agenda,” 
Gianaris said. “Now is 
the time for Democrats 
to stick together and 
unite in resistance to the 
Trump agenda that is en-
dangering our nation’s 
values.”

Peralta was also tossed 

out of his own Democratic 
club. Twenty-six board 
members of the New Vi-
sions Democratic Club, 
which represents Jack-
son Heights, Elmhurst 
and Corona, voted unani-
mously to oust Peralta.

“The New Visions 
Democratic Club has tak-
en the position that state 
Sen. Jose Peralta should 
return to the Democrat-
ic Conference immedi-
ately,” President Shekar 
Krishnan said. “We will 
welcome him back into 
the club when he does.”

The 400-plus members 
of the New Visions Demo-
cratic Club were f lum-
moxed by Peralta’s de-
fection because at a Jan. 
14 meeting, Peralta was 
highly critical of the IDC.

“It was quite surpris-
ing when he announced 

he would join because just 
weeks before he railed 
against the IDC,” board 
member Rhoda Dunn 
said. “It wasn’t positive, 
let’s put it that way.”

Another board mem-
ber, Victoria Steinberg, 
said his defection felt 
like a betrayal.

“It was a slap in the 
face,” she said. “On Jan. 
14 he depicted the IDC as 
unprincipled, immoral, 
manipulative and a blight 
on the state Senate. We 
had no warning about his 
decision. He lied to us at 
the board.”

Peralta declined to 
comment on his ouster 
from the club, but his 
communication direc-
tor, Juan Soto,  emailed a 
statement to TimesLedg-
er Newspapers.

“It’s not a surprise that 

the New Visions Demo-
cratic Club, controlled by 
the Democratic machine, 
took this action,” he said. 
“Senator Peralta looks 
forward to a healthy de-
bate now and during his 
re-election.”

The situation became 
more inf lammatory 
Monday, when state Sen. 
Jeff Klein (D-Bronx), the 
leader of the IDC said he 
thinks some of the criti-
cism of Peralta, a Domin-
ican, and two other new 
members of the IDC. a 
Dominican woman and a 
black man, is racist.

“Senator Klein’s state-
ments are f lat out wrong 
and offensive,” Krish-
nan said. “The New Vi-
sions Democratic Club is 
proudly one of the most 
diverse and progressive 
clubs in New York City.”

Steinberg had a sug-
gestion for Klein.

“I want him to come 
and look at our member-
ship,” she said. “We re-
ally ref lect our commu-
nity.”

Judging from com-
ments made by several 
speakers during the 
town hall meeting, Per-
alta still enjoys a level of 
support in his district,  
 where he served in the 
Assembly from 2002 to 
2010, when he was elect-
ed to the Senate. He has 
been re-elected twice by 
large margins.

“I personally think 
that Senator Peralta has 
been working hard for 
the good of the commu-
nity,” Corona resident 
Francisco Solano said. 
“He has always helped 
our Hispanic community 

to overcome obstacles of 
being a new immigrant in 
a new country. The qual-
ity of work he does for 
our community helps us 
grow, and we are thank-
ful for his support.”

Corona resident Lester 
Youngblood protested the 
injustices of segregation 
as a young black man in 
Alabama in the 1960s.

“I was beaten and had 
to play dead in order not to 
be killed for my beliefs,” 
he said. “I wholehearted-
ly believe that Sen. Jose 
Peralta is an elected of-
ficial who fights for the 
rights of the disenfran-
chised, and for those who 
do not have a voice. That 
is why I support him, and 
I know firsthand that his 
intention is to support 
his constituents in every 
way that he can.”

Peralta went before 
hundreds of those con-
stituents during an im-
migration forum Wednes-
day night at PS 19 in East 
Elmhurst. He announced 
he was creating “Sanctu-
ary District 13” as part of 
the effort to protect the 
immigrant community at 
a time of federal raids by 
providing legal services 
and resources.

“As New York leads 
the way in so many social 
and economic issues, this 
is now the time to lead 
the way in protecting 
our immigrant families 
and communities from 
the threat of the new 
administration’s unjust 
policies,” Peralta said. “I 
want to make sure that 
my constituents know 
that they are not fighting 
alone against this admin-
istration, and this is why 
it is very important that 
they know what to do in 
case officers asked them 
about their immigration 
status, if they are ap-
proached or if they are 
taken into custody.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

State Sen. Michael Gianaris (l) is extremely disappointed in state Sen. Jose Peralta’s defection to the Independent Democratic 
Conference. Photo by Bill Parry
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BY BILL PARRY

Deportation raids 
across the country by Im-
migration and Customs 
Enforcement agents have 
caused high anxiety up 
and down Roosevelt Av-
enue despite only one 
arrest in Elmhurst. Un-
founded rumors of check-
points and sweeps have fu-
eled the fears in Queens’ 
immigrant communities 
and state Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Schneiderman 
issued an urgent fraud 
alert about ICE scams 
Wednesday after an inci-
dent in Woodside Monday 
afternoon.

“It is unconscionable 
for scam artists to prey 
on heightened fear in our 
immigrant communities 
by pretending to be ICE 
officers and demanding 
that families pay up in or-
der to avoid deportation,” 
Schneiderman said. “I 
urge communities to pro-
tect themselves by learn-
ing about these potential 
scams — and contacting 
my office if they suspect 
fraud.”

The alert was issued 
after City Councilman 
Jimmy Van Bramer (D–
Sunnyside) held a rally 

with city officials and 
immigrant organizations 
Tuesday at 65th Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue where 
a Hispanic man was ap-
proached by four indi-
viduals wearing ICE jack-
ets, which Van Bramer 
said are easily available 
online. They demanded 
all of the man’s cash “or 
they’d take him in” and 
the man gave them $250.

“This is a sick act by 
four individuals making 
a quick buck off immi-
grant fears,” Van Bramer 
said. “We can’t let inci-
dents like this go unchal-
lenged.”

The man’s wife contact-
ed Van Bramer’s office 
because they were afraid 
to talk to the NYPD. Make 
the Road New York lead 
organizer Antonio Alar-
con warned that similar 
incidents are happening 
all over Queens, but un-
documented immigrants 
fear speaking with the 
authorities — a fear Van 
Bramer said was un-
founded.

“New York City is a 
sanctuary city, so if you 
contact police, they won’t 
ask about immigration 
status or report you to 
authorities,” Van Bramer 

said. “We stand united to 
keep this community safe. 
Even the undocumented.”

Van Bramer said he 
has seen false reports on 
social media of check-
points on Junction Boule-
vard that had spread fear 
to Jackson Heights and 
Corona.

“These are frightening 
times, and we need accu-
rate information from 
ICE on exactly who was 
arrested for what,” Van 
Bramer said. 

The agency did report 

that 41 foreign nationals 
were arrested last week 
in the five boroughs, and 
that 38 had prior criminal 
convictions.

“Reports of ICE check-
points and sweeps are 
false, dangerous, and ir-
responsible,” the agency 
said in a statement. “These 
reports create panic and 
put communities and law 
enforcement personnel in 
unnecessary danger. Any 
groups falsely reporting 
such activities are doing 
a disservice to those they 

claim to support.”
During a Monday press 

conference, President 
Donald Trump said he 
would continue to ramp 
up deportations and ar-
rests of immigration fugi-
tives and at-large crimi-
nal aliens.

“I said we will get the 
criminals out — the drug 
lords, the gang members 
— we’re getting them 
out,” Trump said. 

Last week ICE ar-
rested 680 people in 11 
states during “targeted 
enforcement operations.” 
State Assemblyman Fran-
cisco Moya (D–Jackson 
Heights) blasted the ICE 
actions.

“I am outraged and 
emotionally sickened by 
the ICE raids that have 
led to the detainment 
of immigrants in New 
York and other U.S. cit-
ies. These are exactly the 
kind of bullish tactics 
that we have feared the 
Trump administration 
would use,” Moya said. 
“The men arrested had 
families and now their 
children will be left with-
out a father, just so Trump 
can claim that he has ful-
filled his campaign prom-
ise. That these raids were 

conducted in several 
sanctuary cities proves 
they were not simply rou-
tine exercises, but rather 
directives from the Oval 
Office to crack down on 
opposition.”

Meanwhile, state Sen. 
Jose Peralta (D–East 
Elmhurst) said the In-
dependent Democratic 
Conference has set up 
an emergency hotline at 
1-800-213-6385 to assist 
anyone that needs help on 
immigration matters.

“In the era of Trump, 
our immigrant communi-
ties, unfortunately, live 
now in constant fear. We 
are talking about New 
Yorkers who want to be 
part of the American 
Dream, just like my par-
ents did when they ar-
rived here,” Peralta said. 
“It is my hope that the 
president puts an end to 
these unjust federal raids. 
We cannot stand idly by 
while President Trump 
runs roughshod over our 
immigrant families and 
the values that bind us to-
gether as New Yorkers.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at bpar-
ry@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4538.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

A Flushing-based avia-
tion college topped the list of 
colleges across the country 
that help move students from 
poverty to prosperity.

A new study from the 
Equality of Opportunity 
called “Mobility Report 
Cards: The role of Colleges 
in Intergenerational Mobil-
ity” studied economic devel-
opment among students in 
over 2,000 colleges across the 
country. Vaughn College in 
Flushing ranked No. 1 in up-
ward mobility for students.

The college specializes 
in aviation and engineer-
ing and offers associate and 
bachelor’s degrees in Avia-

tion, Management, Engi-
neering and Engineering 
Technology. Vaughn also 
offers a master’s degree in 
Airport Management.

The school is located di-
rectly across LaGuardia Air-
port and has many industry 
connections, according to 
Maureen Kiggins, director 
of public affairs at Vaughn 
College. Kiggins said most 
students who graduate go 
into management or main-
tenance at the different air-
ports in the area, including 
JFK and Newark. 

The school credits a lot 
of its success to its student 
faculty ratio which is 14-to-1. 
Much of the faculty is made 
up of experts in their fields or 

are still currently working, 
which Kiggins said helps the 
school stay current and keep 
up with specific industry 
needs and deliver what stu-
dents need to be employable.

The study was conducted 
by using millions of parental 
financial aid and tax filing 
records to track students 
from nearly every college in 
the country who were born 
between 1980 and 1991. The 
study then compared the stu-
dents’ incomes after leaving 
college to how much their 
parents earned when the 
children started college. 

According to the study, 
the median family income of 
a student from Vaughn Col-
lege is $31,600, and 8.9 percent 

of students come from the top 
20 percent. About 16 percent 
of students at Vaughn Col-
lege came from a poor family 
but became a rich adult. The 
median income for a former 
Vaughn College student at 
age 34 is $53,000, according 
to the study. 

The study was conducted 
by using millions of parental 
financial aid and tax filing 
records to track students 
from nearly every college in 
the country who were born 
between 1980 and 1991. The 
study then compared the stu-
dents’ incomes after leaving 
college to how much their 
parents earned when the 
children started college.

Kiggins said the school’s 

top ranking reflects its mis-
sion for students. 

“It’s very exciting because 
that ranking plays to our vi-
sion,” she said. “We have al-
ways taken many students 
from diverse backgrounds 
and who come from lower-in-
come homes and raised them 
to a higher level. When the 
study came out and we were 
No 1, it just reinforced out 
mission, which is to make a 
transformational experience 
for our students.”

The college is proud to be 
able to help transform stu-
dents’ lives. 

“This was an indepen-
dent study so we didn’t know 
it was going on,” Kiggins 
said. “We’re thrilled to be 

ranked as high as we were. I 
really do think were success-
ful because it’s a small insti-
tution and everyone is really 
focused on students. We don’t 
just affect the student’s life, 
we affect the entire family 
when they succeed later in 
life after graduation.”

Vaughn College was not 
the only Queens- based col-
lege to make the list, Queens 
College and six other CUNY 
schools made the top 20 for 
colleges that help move poor 
students flourish economi-
cally, according to the study.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

City Councilman Jimmy Van Bramer speaks out against the scam-
ming of an immigrant by men posing as ICE agents in Woodside. 

Photo by Bill Parry

Vaughn College ranked No. 1 in upward mobility
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BY MARK HALLUM

Transit advocates rallied 
in Albany Monday for Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo to restore 
$65 million in funds prom-
ised to the MTA as the state 
agency struggles to address 
widespread delays and over-
crowding. According to 
Riders Alliance, the budget 
must still be negotiated with 
the state Senate and Assem-
bly, which have the power to 
demand the funds be invest-
ed in transportation.

In 2011, Cuomo peeled 
back the Payroll Mobil-
ity Tax, which helps fund 
the MTA, but promised to 
replace those funds every 
year, Riders Alliance said.

For six years, Cuomo’s 
office kept with its commit-
ment to replace the MTA 
funds each year by contrib-
uting between $307 million 
and $311 million  every year. 
This year, however, Cuomo 
proposed to only reimburse 
the MTA  with $244 million, 
a 21 percent reduction from 
last year’s $309 million, 
which will leave a $65 mil-
lion gap.

State Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D-Fresh Mead-
ows) stood with the Riders 
Alliance to call for the state 
government to make up the 
$65 million difference.

“Longer wait times, over-
crowding, and fare hikes 
have stranded transit riders 
all too often. If the MTA un-
derinvests in its infrastruc-
ture and standard upkeep 
of the system, straphangers 
will feel it most. Now is not 
the time for the state budget 
to drive its transit system 
and economic driver off the 
rails,” Rozic said.

Riders Alliance Execu-
tive Director John Raskin 
said the reduction in funds 
threatens to make an al-
ready declining public trans-
portation system worse.

“As subway delays rise 
and crowds get worse, now 
is not the time to yank 
promised funding away 
from transit riders,” Raskin 
said. “Riding transit is more 
popular than ever, but we 

haven’t invested in a sub-
way system that can handle 
everyone who is trying to 
use it. Depriving the MTA 
of much-needed finds is pen-
nywise and pound-foolish, 
because the entire regional 
economy depends on an ef-
fective and reliable MTA.”

Meanwhile, at City Hall 
Monday, the Riders Alli-
ance held another rally with 
the Fair Fares coalition to 
call on Mayor Bill de Blasio 
to fund half-priced Metro-
Cards for low-income New 
Yorkers during budget nego-
tiations.

City Council members 
Rory Lancman (D-Hill-
crest), Elizabeth Crowley 
(D-Maspeth), Barry Gro-
denchik (D-Oakland Gar-
dens), Peter Koo (D-Flush-
ing) and Karen Koslowitz 
(D-Forest Hills) offered 
statements in support of 
the Fair Fares.

“Millions of New York-
ers rely on mass transit 
every day to get to where 
they need to go - whether it 
is to travel to work, attend 
school, or see their doc-
tor,” Lancman said “Too 
many low-income New 
Yorkers, however, struggle 
to afford the cost of a Met-
roCard, leaving them with 
the difficult choice of scal-

ing back basic necessities 
or forgoing travel. We can 
and we must do better to 
break down travel barriers 
people experience across 
our city.”

The topic of subway 
fares has been in the pub-
lic arena in recent months. 
According to State Sen. 
Michael Gianaris (D-Asto-
ria), commuters have been 
through enough as it is..

“New Yorkers are al-
ready frustrated with the 
lack of good public trans-
portation options, fare 
increases, and unreliable 
service,” Gianaris said. “A 
cut in MTA funding would 
make this situation even 
worse for our city’s sub-
way and bus riders. The 
proposed budget must be 
improved and appropriate 
funds must be provided 
in order make needed im-
provements.”

With many in the city 
feeling the sting of tran-
sit costs and talks of fares 
being bumped up to $3 a 
swipe, the MTA board an-
nounced Jan. 25 it would 
keep the basic fare at $2.75.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Cuomo cuts $65M 
from MTA budget

Gov. Cuomo’s proposal to cut $65 million from the MTA budget is 
being greeted with angry opposition by transit advocates and law-
makers.  Courtesy of MTA / Marc A. Hermann
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BY PATRICK DONACHIE

A number of student 
advocates from southeast 
Queens traveled to Albany 
last week to encourage legis-
lators to do more to discour-
age smoking among New 
York City residents, particu-
larly teenagers.

Hakim Evans, a student 
at the Preparatory Academy 
for Writers in Jamaica and 
a member of Reality Check 
Queens, said student groups 
from throughout the state 
met with their respective 
representatives Feb. 7.

“I think it’s something I 
give my time to because in 
New York City it’s very easy 
to be affected by tobacco us-
ers,” Evans said about his 
activism. “I think a lot of 
people are affected and don’t 
realize it.”

Evans and the rest of his 
group met with state Assem-
blywomen Alicia Hyndman 
(D-Springfield Gardens) and 
Vivian Cook (D-Jamaica), as 
well as representatives for 
numerous other lawmak-
ers.

Reality Check is the 
student engagement arm 
of NYC Smoke-Free, which 
aims to inform representa-
tives on how to continue 
to drive down tobacco use 
among communities.

Though tobacco use has 
decreased, higher rates of 
smoking continue to persist 
among individuals with less 
than a high school educa-
tion, with an income less 
than $25,000 per year and 

with individuals with men-
tal health issues, accord-
ing to Vanessa Yvon, the 
Queens student engagement 
coordinator for NYC Smoke-
Free.

“Although we have made 
great strides in fighting 
against the tobacco epidem-
ic, more work needs to be 
done within our local com-
munities to reduce smoking 
rates and tobacco-related is-
sues that have plagued our 
disparate populations,” she 
said.

Evans said he hoped 
there was a way to limit the 
number of tobacco outlets in 
the community.

In Jamaica, he said, al-
most every corner has a deli, 
with each store supplying 
tobacco, making it easy for 
community members and 
teenagers to find tobacco.

He said “tobacco pro-
liferation” could have dire 
health consequences for 
individuals in the neighbor-
hood, including increased 
rates of asthma and bronchi-
tis from secondhand smoke.

Evans said he saw a posi-
tive response from the leg-
islators they spoke to, and 
the group was looking for-
ward to partnering with the 
American Cancer Society 
to focus on the fight against 
Big Tobacco during the 
annual “Kick Butts Day,” 
which will be in March.

He also hoped elected of-
ficials would push for more 
students in their district to 
become politically engaged.

BY GINA MARTINEZ

Area lawmakers and 
community members were 
shocked to learn that an 
Ozone Park hotel has been 
used as a homeless shelter 
for months without any noti-
fication from the city. 

Around 50 homeless fam-
ilies have been housed in the 
Comfort Inn at 137-30 Red-
ding St. since October. The 
hotel is one block away from 
Robert H. Goddard Junior 
High School 202.

The Department of Home-
less Services confirmed that 
the city had placed homeless 
families at the hotel. 

“We are currently using 
some rooms in this location 
to shelter homeless families 
with children who would 
otherwise be turned out 
onto the street,” said agency 
spokeswoman Lauren Gray. 
“We are using hotels as a 
bridge to shelter homeless 
New Yorkers while we work 
to increase shelter capacity 
citywide.”

In a joint statement, City 
Councilman Eric Ulrich (R–
Ozone Park), state Assem-
blywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato (D–Rockaway Park) 
and state Sen. Joe Addabbo 
Jr. (D–Howard Beach) scold-
ed the mayor’s office for not 
notifying the community. 

“Mayor de Blasio’s failed 
policy of housing homeless 
families in hotels is simply 
unacceptable,” they said. 
“These types of shelters are 

not cost-effective and do not 
offer any real services that 
actually help homeless fami-
lies get back on their feet. To 
add insult to injury, the ad-
ministration did not notify 
any of the elected officials in 
the area that 50 families are 
being housed at the Comfort 
Inn in Ozone Park. We will 
work closely with the 106th 
Precinct to protect the quali-
ty of life for all those who live 
in the vicinity of the hotel.” 

Queens has been the epi-
center of the homeless shel-
ter controversy, beginning 
back in October when word 
got out that the city planned 
to house 220 families in a 
Maspeth Holiday Inn Ex-
press without consulting 

residents. Several town hall 
meetings drew overflow 
crowds and residents pro-
tested through the night, 
even going so far as to picket 
outside the Brooklyn home 
of Department of Homeless 
Services Commissioner Ste-
ven Banks. 

In November, Ozone Park 
residents had a rowdy town 
hall meeting where residents 
protested a proposed 100-32 
Atlantic Ave. transitional 
home 250 feet away from the 
High School for Construc-
tion, Trades, Engineering 
and Architecture. Attend-
ees argued that the quality 
of life in the neighborhood 
would drop and the homeless 
threatened the safety of the 

students.
There have been some re-

ports of drug use and garbage 
around the hotel in Ozone 
Park, but Maria Lopez lives 
a block away from the Com-
fort Inn and said she has not 
noticed any disruptions.

“I always pass by and ev-
erything is quiet and nice,” 
she said. “I haven’t noticed 
anything. It’s a quiet neigh-
borhood.  If there are home-
less people living there, it 
doesn’t bother me at all.”

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

The city never informed Ozone Park lawmakers or the community that it was housing homeless fam-
lies in the Comfort Inn above.                                              Google Earth

Hotel used as shelter
Ozone Park Comfort Inn has housed 50 homeless families 

Students advocate 
for less tobacco use
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POT of GOLD
Sherbee Antiques is a family-owned business that has been serving the tri-state area for over 60 years. 

We buy from the full contents of homes and estates 
to single items. We specialize in high-end goods such as antiques, art, fine porcelain, 

lighting, bronzes and sculptures. We have particular interest in fine jewelry, 
timepieces, diamonds, gold and silver. 

If you call we will come to you, free of charge, and evaluate 
what you are selling. We know the value of your possessions 
and are willing to pay top dollar on the spot. Please feel free 
to call seven days a week for a free same day consultation.

You may be sitting on a large fortune. 
Call Sherbee Antiques. They’ll tell you how much.

CALL TODAY 917-748-7622 OR 718-762-7448 
You’ll be glad you did.

Sherbee  Antiques
Est. 1940

Featuring the complete line
of designer dresses by:

Joan Calabrese for Mon Cheri

Exclusive designs for Lester’s by:
Christie Helene

Accessories by:
Adriana, Christie Helene,

Anja’s Dream and Nan & Jan

BOYS SUITS by Andrew Marc
SHIRTS by DKNY,

Michael Kors & Ragazzo

BROOKLYN
ONLY

718.645.4501 x12

718.645.4501 x12

BY PATRICK DONACHIE

The New York City Coun-
cil voted to significantly 
reform the city’s Nuisance 
Abatement Law Wednes-
day, amending legislation 
that enabled the city to shut 
down residencies and com-
mercial establishments 
deemed “nuisances.”

“It’s become obvious that 
the city is too loose with the 
nuisance abatement law in 
some cases, locking people 
out of their homes before 
being found guilty and do-
ing warrantless searches,” 
Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards (D–Arverne) said. “The 
NYPD can also act too slow-
ly, which can lead to busi-
nesses or residences being 
shut down months after the 
matter has been resolved.”

The Nuisance Abatement 
Law was passed in 1977 by 
the Council as a tool for the 
NYPD to combat prostitu-
tion and unsavory establish-
ments in Times Square, and 
has since been expanded 
to include locations where 

drugs are alleged to be sold 
or alcohol allegedly sold to 
minors. According to the 
Council, these practices suf-
fered from lax oversight and 
have disproportionately af-
fected communities of color.

The Council said the 
NYPD brought 2,609 NAL 
actions between 2013 and 
2015, with a high of 920 ac-
tions in one year, though 
the Council said such ac-
tions were drastically re-
duced in 2016. The 13 bills 
approved Wednesday are 
collectively called the Nui-
sance Abatement Fairness 
Act.  The measure was first 
introduced in November 
2016, with legislators aim-
ing to amend the law while 
ensuring the NYPD still had 
the ability to use nuisance 
abatement if deemed abso-
lutely necessary. 

“This package of legisla-
tion will reform these laws 
to eliminate the most Draco-
nian penalties, and limit its 
application to ensure that 
innocent people do not lose 
their homes or businesses, 

all while still permitting the 
swift shuttering of illegal 
houses of prostitution, bo-
degas that sell K2, and other 
actual nuisances when ap-
propriate,” Council Speaker 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D-
Manhattan) said in Novem-
ber. 

Viverito was one of sev-
eral co-sponsors for the bill, 
including Richards, fellow 
Council members Karen 

Koslowitz (D–Forest Hills) 
and Barry Grodenchik (D–
Oakland Gardens). The col-
lection of bills was approved 
by the Committee on Public 
Safety Tuesday for a full 
Council vote Wednesday.

The legislation limits the 
use of ex parte orders, which 
allow the city to go before 
a judge who can mandate 
a temporary or permanent 
closure of a home or busi-

ness without offering the 
tenant or homeowner an op-
portunity to hear the case 
or defend themselves. And 
while previously even mis-
demeanor drug possession 
constituted a “nuisance” is-
sue, according to the NYPD, 
with the new reforms, only 
drug sales and felony pos-
session could lead to a lock-
out.

Richards said there 
was previously no statute 
of limitations on nuisance 
abatement cases, leading 
to businesses and residen-
cies remaining closed for 
months after issues were 
settled. The NYPD would 
sometimes check in on a 
property as much as a year 
or more after the nuisance 
complaint — even after the 
offending tenant had left — 
leading to undue hardship 
for the current tenants, ac-
cording to Richards. 

“We need to mandate that 
the NYPD acts quickly and 
decisively in these instanc-
es to ensure that we are not 
punishing New Yorkers for 

another’s crime,” Richards 
said in November. Legisla-
tion he sponsored would set 
a four-month statute of limi-
tations in which the NYPD 
could act on a nuisance com-
plaint.

Other pieces of the leg-
islation would also prohibit 
individuals from being per-
manently excluded from a 
residence and require lab 
analysis for all drug-related 
nuisance cases, among oth-
er provisions.

Larry Byrne, the com-
missioner for legal matters 
with the NYPD, testified in 
November that the proposed 
statute of limitations could 
be too short to fully resolve a 
complaint — especially with 
the other new requirements 
set out in the reforms.

“We think four months 
is too short,” he told the 
Council, saying that “as a 
practical matter, to do all 
the things these 13 bills are 
asking to do, it can’t be done 
within four months of the 
first criminal act and when 
the court order is obtained.”

Council passes reforms of old nuisance laws

Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito says the nuisance abate-
ment reforms will help the community and NYPD officers clarify 
when the practice can be used.
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8 Picture perfect Winter Art Show

Alberta Allocca’s still life, “Seeing Pears,” is an exercise in Cezanne-like style. She 
won the prize for best representational painting. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Eddie Abrahms of Flushing (l), winner of the best abstract 
prize, greets a friend who came to lend his support. Photo 

by Michael Shain

This was the second year Aranka Zsigmond of Rego Park 
submitted her abstract painting she calls “Germs.” 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Longtime BHS trustee Henry Euler gets a solo tour of the gallery before the doors open to the public 
at the society’s landmark building in Ft. Totten. 
 Photo by Michael Shain

Bad weather did not stop the crowd from attending the opening of the show and the announce-
ment of winners. 

Photo by Michael Shain

State Sen. Tony Avella, who was an exhibitor last year, says he didn’t have time to submit his ab-
stract artwork to the show this year — but he did come to the opening last week to see the Bayside 
Historical Society’s 16th Annual Winter Art Show. Photo by Michael Shain

One of the judges of this year’s show, art professor Neill Slaughter (c), spoke with the show’s artists 
after the awards were announced. 
 Photo by Michael Shain
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BRINGING 
MANHATTAN 

to BROOKLYN
943 Coney Island Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11230

646.494.7227 | AtlasSteak.com

BY PATRICK DONACHIE
 
High school graduation 

rates in Queens increased 
and dropout rates declined 
during the past school year, 
matching citywide trends, 
according to city statistics, 
but state authorities cited 
worsening trends for Eng-
lish Language Learners in 
the city.

The Queens graduation 
rate increased from 73.3 to 
75.5 percent — beating the 
citywide rate of 72.6 per-
cent, which was an all-time 
high — while the dropout 
rate dropped 0.2 percent, 
from 7.9 percent to 7.7, out 
of a total cohort of 19,398 
students. 

“Our record-high grad-
uation and the record-low 
dropout rates are a testa-
ment to the hard work of 
our students, their families, 
and our educators,” said 
Schools Chancellor Car-
men Fariña. “Our focus has 
always been on the work go-
ing on in every classroom, 
and that’s where it’s going 
to stay.”

Hispanic and black stu-
dents in the city both saw a 
graduation rate increase of 
more than 2.5 percent, and 
across all demographics 
the dropout rate either de-

creased or stayed the same. 
The city also announced a 
4.8 percent increase in grad-
uation rates in the city’s 31 
Renewal high schools, up to 
59.3 percent. However, crit-
ics caution that graduation 
rates do not necessarily in-
dicate college readiness for 
students.

New York State also re-
leased high school gradua-
tion rates Feb. 10, announc-
ing a rise in the statewide 
graduation rate to 79.4 
percent for its 2016 gradu-
ating class. It marked an 
increase of 12 percentage 
points from 10 years ear-
lier, according to the state. 
However, the data revealed 
a decline in the graduation 
rate for current English 
Language Learners, while 
students who transferred 
out of ELL classes saw an 
increase.

“While the state’s over-
all graduation rate went 
up slightly, we must find 
more effective ways to ad-
dress the achievement gaps 
that continue to impact far 
too many of our children 
— particularly those stu-
dents for  whom English is 
not their first language,” 
Board of Regents Chancel-
lor Betty A. Rosa said. 

In describing the ELL 
graduation and dropout 

rates, the state Education 
Department pinned the 
negative trends on New 
York City, attributing the 
statewide decline in ELL 
graduation to a 9.3 percent 
drop in city rates. The state 
also attributed an increase 
in ELL dropout rates to the 
city’s performance, noting 
that the ELL dropout rate 
increased by 5.4 percent in 
the five boroughs.

De Blasio and Fariña 
both said the city was on 
track to ensure that 80 per-
cent of city students would 
graduate on time, and two-
thirds of graduates would 
be college-ready, by 2026. 
City Councilman Dan-
iel Dromm (D–Jackson 
Heights), the chair of the 
Council’s Education Com-
mittee, attributed the gains 
to investment by the ad-
ministration.

“Because we have em-
braced progressive ap-
proaches to education, such 
as community schooling 
and restorative justice 
practices, thousands of stu-
dents are now on the path 
to success,” he said.

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

High school grad rates 
increase in borough

The de Blasio administration reported increased graduation rates for the 2016 high school class. 
Photo by Christina Santucci
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Top Speakers 

Sunday, March 19th 10am – 3:30pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229 (Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdatethe Register to attend 
for FREE at

https://
eldercareexpo. 
eventbrite.com

Free Valet Parking  
Free Gifts  
Free Refreshments

Over 60 Booths
Great Food Opportunity 

To Interact
With 

Industry Leaders

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct a seminar
call Ralph D’Onofrio at 718-260-2510 or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

SPONSORS:

Jamaica students attend NASA STEM class
BY PATRICK DONACHIE

 
Students in the Science, 

Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics program 
at Merrick Academy Char-
ter School in Jamaica are 
embarking on a weeks-long 
program of hands-on science 
workshops at York College, 
an event made in concert with 
the National Aeronautic and 
Space Administration’s Mi-
nority University Research 
and Education Project.

“It’s a program in which 
the goal is to increase inter-
est in students in the scienc-
es in the community,” said 
Michelle Harrison, Merrick 
Academy’s STEM teacher. 
“So they’re targeting schools 
in the community underrep-
resented, and minority stu-
dents. The programs are de-
signed to increase students’ 
interest in STEM by using 
technology and hands-on 
projects.”

About 25 students from 
Merrick are attending the 
program at York College, 

one of nine NASA STEM 
education sites throughout 
the country. The program’s 
goal is to increase the num-
ber of underserved students 
who are interested in NASA 
specific STEM careers, and 
to offer guidance to parents 
on how to facilitate their 
children’s interest in STEM 
education and professions. 
Harrison said the NASA pro-
gram at York helps to unlock 
potential in STEM students.

“Some of the activities 
they have planned for them, 
since they involve real-life 
challenges, these are things 
they are able to see and they 
visualize what they’re learn-
ing, so they’re able to put 
them into action in a real 
situation,” she said. 

The first lesson involved 
a look at solar power, and 
students started learning 
how to build solar cars, ac-
cording to Harrison. She 
said other activities planned 
for the two-month program 
included robotics, chemistry 
experiments, liquid nitrogen 

ice cream making and flight 
simulations.

Anna Bassoo had a son in 
the second grade at Merrick 
Academy who was attend-
ing the program who also 
attended the previous year. 

She said the effect the NASA 
weekend classes had on him 
was pronounced. In the pre-
vious year, he learned about 
the galaxy and how humans 
could create a settlement on 
another planet.

“He had a tent set up in 
the living room, trying to fig-
ure out what would survive,” 
she said. “He looked forward 
to going every Saturday. He 
was so engaged in what he 
was taught that even when 

there was something on the 
news he’d learned about, he 
would quickly make that 
connection.”

Thalia Wilson-Palmer, 
whose daughter Gianna is 
enrolled in the program, 
said the workshops were re-
velatory and had sparked re-
newed interest in her daugh-
ter about a new approach to 
learning.

“When she signed up for 
it, she was so skeptical. Now, 
she’s happy, she’s enjoying 
it,” she said. “It’s really nice 
because she’s learning more, 
and understanding the con-
cepts she learned in school 
more clearly.”

Gianna personally gave 
the program high marks.

“I love it,” she said. “I’m 
definitely thinking differ-
ently about science.”

Reach reporter Pat-
rick Donachie by e-mail at 
pdonachie@cnglocal.com or 
by phone at (718) 260–4573.

Some of the students at Merrick Academy Charter School who will be attending the NASA STEM pro-
gram at York College on Saturdays for the next two months. Photo courtesy of Michelle Harrison
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Talk about elite education, a well-known educator from China Ling 

Wang is the expert. With 1500 high SAT score from High schools, 

most of his students are aimed at Top 10 Universities in the country. 

“The method works for everyone”, says him, “students who are gifted 

in other areas do very well in my courses”. 

Right before the first SAT test of the year in March, a free SAT seminar 

will be given by Ling Wang to the community, this Sunday February 19, 

2017 at 2 p.m. at the Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel, located at 135-20 

39th Avenue, 6th floor, Flushing, NY 11354. Doors open to students, 
parents and whoever is ever interested in studying English. 

Ling Wang, the former Principal of the Shenzhen Branch of Xin Dong 

Fang (the most recognized private preparatory school in China with 

over 68 schools, 700 learning centers, and over 3 million students 

last year alone), will be hosting the free seminar to help those pre-

paring for the upcoming SAT tests.  “I could think of no better place 

to host the seminar than in Flushing, the center of the most diverse 

County in the country,” Mr. Wang states.

“We have many very intelligent hard working students here that per-

haps are not native English speakers.  No matter how intelligent, 

skilled or talented, a person’s true potential may never be realized 

if they cannot convey their minds and thoughts clearly,” noted Mr. 

Wang.   Unfortunately, this is especially true for the standardized 

tests like the Scholastic Aptitude Tests (SAT), which Colleges and 

Universities widely use to decide who to send acceptance letters (hint 

the thick ones are usually good news).  Mr. Wang will distribute test 

materials and review same during the hour and a half seminar with 

the hopes of giving the next generation of college bound an edge.

To that end, Mr. Wang has set out to help non-native English speak-

ers be their best and maximize their potential in the United States as 

well as abroad, and for this upcoming seminar (Wang volunteers 

and hosts several Free Seminars a year as a Community Service) 

specifically to help prepare students for the critical reading and writ-

ing sections of the upcoming SAT tests.

 “If we can better understand the language, the culture, we can 

break down barriers to progress socially and professionally.  

The melting pot is not fully realized unless we can all com-

municate well each other to both avoid misunderstandings and 

fully express our minds”, says Mr. Wang, “I want to help bring 

people together”. In addition to his educational pursuits, it’s Mr. 

Wang’s dream to establish a non-profit organization to cultivate 

cultural exchange and enhance cultural understanding.

In the past few years, Mr. Wang led several teams with mathemati-

cal talented students from China in the program of “Excellence in 

both English and Mathematics” to participate the Princeton University 

Mathematics Competition and won many prizes, later on, some of 

those students were enrolled by the Department of Mathematics of 

Princeton University, Harvard University, MIT or the California Insti-

tution of Technology. This was just an example of his work, after 

years as an educator, Mr. Wang has honed his teaching method 

and helped his students achieve great success. He became a highly 

respected educator in China and has earned special accolades by 

receiving the outstanding lecturer award and outstanding achieve-

ment award from Xin Dong Fang. 

Mr. Wang is a native of Beijing who is based in Nassau County now, 

he received a master’s degree in economics from Peking University 

with a concentration in education and has 20 years of experience 

teaching English. He also has an extensive knowledge of the stan-

dardized testing system in the United States and has published numer-

ous books on how to successfully pass the TOEFL, the MBA English 

test, the GRE, the SAT and other critical tests. After relocated in Long 

Island, he feels the demands of English education is ever greater. “The 

real language studying frontline is here, in the United States”, says Mr. 

Wang. “And I am ready to fight”. — by Winston Sum

Educator LING WANG to 
Host SAT Critical Reading 
and Writing PREP Seminar

FREE English SAT Class for New English Speakers 
Scheduled To Be Held In Flushing This Sunday

iBT TOEFL/New TOEFL 
Full Score English Writing  

and Speaking by Ling Wang

iBT TOEFL/New TOEFL 
Full Score English Listening  

by Ling Wang

iBT TOEFL/New TOEFL 
Full Score English Reading  

by Ling Wang

MBA/MPA/MPACC 
Full Score Translation and  

Writing by Ling Wang

MBA 
Full Score Translation  

and Writing

Ling 
Wang
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BY ERIC FAYNBERG

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

BY NOAH HUROWITZ

Museum exhibits sneaker culture 
BY JOSEPH ALTOBELLI

A CNG Publication Vol. 4 No. 29 

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT BROOKLYNDAILY.COM

CANARSIE CHRONICLER:
Ramon Martinez, the man 
behind the Canarsie History 
Museum, closed up shop.

SHOE & TELL
HANGING OUT: At the Brooklyn Museum, some of the sneakers are displayed 

hung from wires, just like you might see in any Brooklyn neighborhood. 

Let us Give your Car that

July 12, 2015

LOCALCLASSIFIEDSPAGE 15

UPDATED EVERY DAY AT TIMESLEDGER.COM

Rego Park man sentenced for threating Islamic leader

A Braille typewriter, similar to the 

one owned by former Forest Hills res-

ident Hellen Keller, is part of the 

Queens Historical Society exhibit about 

iconic women from the borough.  

Bike lanes roll across bridge to Brooklyn
Silvercup focuses on expansion

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 14

Continued on Page 14

Iconic boro women recognized

LIC studio plans facility in Bronx

City Comptroller Scott Stringer releases an 18-month audit and investigation of spending at the Queens 

Library. See story Page 8. 

LIBRARY CHIEFS TARGETED

O’NEILL’S MASPETH
Celebrations Made Easy

(718) 386-3014 
www.zumstammtisch.com

Zum Stammtisch
  

See our ad on  BACK PAGE

BY ROBERT WIRSING

BY STEVEN GOODSTEIN
Scavello’s on the Island 

hosted the Bronx Times Re-
porter’s’ 25 Bronx Infl uential 

Women of 2015 awards gala.
On Tuesday, June 30, the  

women were honored for their 

commitment,  dedication and 

excellence.The event began with a cock-
tail reception, followed by open-
ing remarks by publisher Laura 

Guerriero, who proudly stated 

that the turnout of over 400 peo-
ple was the most in the six years 

since the annual tradition was 

started by former publisher and 

current editor John Collazzi in 

2010.
Community News Group 

president and publisher Jenni-
fer Goodstein, who also acted as 

the Mistress of Ceremonies for 

the event, spoke on behalf of the 

Bronx Times in congratulating 

the 25 women who were selected  

by the event’s planning commit-
tee. 

CEO Les Goodstein pre-
sented welcoming remarks and 

thanked the event’s primary 

sponsors, EmigrantMortgage 

and the New York Yankees.
Following keynote speaker 

Lenore Skenazy, the awards 

were ready to be presented to 

each of the 25 women by the 

planning committee members, 

Rosemary DeLuca from the 

Wildlife Conservation Society, 

Elizabeth Figueroa from the 

New York Botanical Garden, 

Geri Sciortino from the Bronx 

Design Group, Lisa Sorin from 

the Westchester Square BID 

and Anna Vincenty, a commu-
nity activist.This year’s 25 Bronx infl u-

ential women are: Dr. Anita 

Vazquez Batisti, Nancy Biber-
man, Dr. Yvette Calderon, Mi-
chelle Centeno, Reverend Que 

English, Elizabeth Gill, Maribel 

BY ROBERT WIRSINGThe family of a woman who 

was attacked outside her home 

a few weeks ago are elated that 

the police department has up-
graded the  classifi cation of the 

incident.
On Sunday, June 21 at 2:15 

a.m. a 22-year old Throggs Neck 
woman was ambushed out-
side of her home by an as-
sailant who stalked her as 
she walked home from a late 
night of work, according to 
the NYPD.A 5-foot, 10-inch man, 

approximately 27-years 
old, wearing all black, ap-

proached the victim from 
behind in the vicinity of Hol-

lywood and Barkley avenues, 
and forcibly grabbed her. 

She was returning home 

from her job at Villa Barone 

Manor, a few blocks away.
The woman’s father Richard 

Umlauft said the man wrapped 

one arm around her throat 

and pressed his palm over her 

mouth, warning her to shut up.
His daughter managed to 

fi ght him off by spinning around 

and knocking her assailant off 

the fi rst landing of the stair-
case.

After subduing her attacker, 

she screamed twice for help be-
fore calling out to her father.

Immediately, her parents 

rushed down to help their 

daughter who was holding onto 

the door handle as her attacker 

ran up the stairs and attempted 

to pull her back down.As soon as her parents 

reached her, the suspect fl ed to-
wards Barkley Avenue. The 45th Precinct responded 

to the 911 phone call and accom-
panied the woman on a canvass 

of the area, which was unsuc-
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Exceptional Funeral Care At Affordable Prices

2009 MERMAID AVE.  BROOKLYN 11224
718.373.0880  CONEYISLANDMEMORIALCHAPEL.COM

  30-40% less than our competitors
  Cremation specialist - Simple 
cremation, simple charges

  Servicing families with cremation, 
burial or shipment
  A convenient on premise parking lot

  Prepayment plan  
for only $25-$50  
a month

up. Big Apple raised only 
$900,000, far short of its $2 
million goal, which would 
have allowed the circus to 
continue staging its shows 
in New York City.

After having to cancel 
its 2016-2017 season, the Big 
Apple Circus filed for bank-
ruptcy in November.

The organization de-
cided to file under Chapter 
11 for protection from its 
creditors. At the time the 
circus said it intended to 
continue operating some of 
its community programs, 
which would be transferred 
to other non-profit organi-
zations and sell some of its 
assets. The circus hoped to 
restart the one-ring show 
with new financial support 
or through the sale of the 
circus to an interested buy-
er. The organization listed 
$8.3 million in debts and 
$3.8 million in liabilities in 
its bankruptcy filing.

The beloved non-profit 
circus focuses its efforts 
on helping young children 
through entertainment 
since 1977 with perfor-
mances in Cunningham 
Park  and Lincoln Center in 

Manhattan. 
Big Apple was founded 

by jugglers Paul Binder and 
Michael Christensen, who 
brought their act from Eng-
land to the United States. 
They started the non-profit 
as a mission to entertain 
and improve the lives of 
millions. Throughout the 
years Big Apple perfor-
mances presented acrobats, 
clowns and animal acts that 

featured dogs and horses in-
stead of the wild tigers and 
elephants found in most cir-
cuses, including Ringling 
Brothers, which recently 
announced it would close 
in May.

Reach Gina Martinez by 
e-mail at gmartinez@cnglo-
cal.com or by phone at (718) 
260–4566.

Continued from Page 1 

Circus

the Bloomberg adminis-
tration and long before 
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Vi-
sion Zero initiative, the 
resident claims.

“With no stoplights 
or speed bumps, 75th 
Avenue increasingly be-
came heavily trafficked, 
especially as passenger 
and commercial vehicles 
sought to avoid the con-
gestion of nearby streets,” 
the source said. “Vehicles 
routinely raced along 
75th Avenue at high rates 
of speed endangering pe-
destrians trying to cross 
the street.”

About the time Weprin 
resigned from office in 
June 2015 and Groden-
chik won the seat by spe-
cial election, Kinitsky 
had voiced his opposition 
to the installation of traf-
fic control out of concern 
speed bumps would be 

problematic for  the cir-
cular driveway entrances 
and exits to the coop off 
75th Avenue.

DOT,  after complet-
ing the study, would then 
need approval from Com-
munity Board 11 before 
moving forward with the 
installations.

Under normal circum-
stances, the community 
board would have reached 
out to individual houses 
on a block by sending let-
ters asking for input on a 
motion on a project such 
as building speed bumps. 
Windsor Park, however, 
posed a logistical problem 
for CB 11 with over 1,800 
individual households, 
and so the committee 
deferred approval to the 
owners’ corporation.

According to CB 11 
District Manager Susan 
Seinfeld, the decision to 
install the speed bumps 
was reversed when Wind-
sor Park’s board of direc-
tors told the Transporta-

tion Committee they were 
not needed. The motion 
did not advance to the 
next level of public hear-
ing.

“[The transportation 
committee] relies on ask-
ing the residents, the 
residents in this case 
are Windsor Park Own-
ers Corp.,” Seinfeld said. 
“We don’t have the ability 
to go to every individual 
tenant, so the board re-
lied on the owners’ cor-
poration’s board of direc-
tors and they said, ‘no, we 
don’t need them’.

Seinfeld explained 
that the matter could be 
revived if residents were 
to petition to prove that 
popular opinion was in 
favor of the speed bumps.

Larry Kinitsky did not 
respond to a request for 
comment.

Reach reporter Mark 
Hallum by e-mail at mhal-
lum@cnglocal.com or by 
phone at (718) 260–4564.

Continued from Page 1 

Windsor

The Big Apple Circus has been bought out of bankruptcy and will 
return in the fall. 
 Courtesy of Big Apple Circus
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TO BE INCLUDED IN THIS DIRECTORY CALL (718) 260–2500

Bridal Fashion
BRIDAL CENTER
7233 Amboy Road, Staten Island, (718) 227-8647
www.alwaysabridesmaidboutique.com

BRIDAL STYLES BOUTIQUE
905 Ave. U, Brooklyn, (718) 339–3222
www.bridalstylesboutique.com

MONEY SAVER SHOES INC.
Specializing Wide Widths, Dyeable & Evening Shoes
2098 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 258-0171

ULTIMATE FASHIONS
4255 Amboy Rd, SI, NY 10308  (718) 605-3274
316 Woodbridge Center Drive, Woodbridge, NJ 07095
(732) 750-1174, ultfash@optonline.net   
Staten Island Mall
Lower Level, Macy’s Wing Staten Island New York 10314 
(718) 370-2984, www.ultfash.com

Tuxedos
TUXEDO WORLD OF STATEN ISLAND
2791 Richmond Ave #6, SI, NY 10314
(718) 698-4859, www.tuxedoworldsi.com

Catering & Venues
ADRIA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 631-5900, www.adriahotelny.com

ATLAS STEAKHOUSE
943 Coney Island Avenue, off 18th Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(646) 494-7227, www.AtlasSteak.com

BAY RIDGE MANOR
476 76th St., Brooklyn, (718) 748-8855
www.bayridgemanor.com

BAYSIDE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
208 Totten Ave - Fort Totten, Bayside, NY 11359, 
(718) 352-1548, www.baysidehistorical.org/rentals.html

BUCKLEY’S
2926 Ave. S, Brooklyn
(718) 998-4222, www.buckleyscaterers.com

DYKER BEACH GOLF COURSE
86th Street and 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 836–9722 x 1 or privateeventdirector@
dykerbeachgc
www.dykerbeachgc.com

EDIBLE ARRANGEMENTS
133-22 Springfield Blvd. (718) 528-3344
158-18 Cross Bay Blvd. (718) 848-3344
1357 Fulton St. (718) 622-3344
1557 Ralph Ave. (718) 451-3344
www.ediblearrangements.com/stores/StoreLocator.aspx

GLEN TERRACE
5313 Ave. N, Brooklyn (718) 252-4614

GRAND OAKS COUNTRY CLUB
200 Huguenot Ave., Staten Island
(718) 356–2771, www.grandoaksnyc.com

GRAND PROSPECT HALL
263 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn (718) 788-0777
www.grandprospecthall.com

GREENHOUSE CAFE
7717 Third Ave., Brooklyn (718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com

IL FORNETTO
2902 Emmons Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 332-8494
www.ilFornettoRestaurant.com

KENNEDY’S BREEZY POINT
406 Bayside, Rockaway Point, NY 11697
(718) 945-0202, www.kennedysbreezypoint.com

MARBELLA RESTAURANT
220-33 Northern Blvd., Bayside, NY 11361
(718) 423-0100, www.marbella-restaurant.com

NICK’S LOBSTER HOUSE
2777 Flatbush Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11234, (718) 253-7117

PARADISE CATERING HALL

51 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 372-4352, www.theparadisecateringhall.com

THE PEARL ROOM
8518 - 3rd Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 833-6666, www.pearlroombklyn.com

PELHAM BAY & SPLIT ROCK GOLF COURSE
870 Shore Road, Bronx, NY 10464, (718) 885-1258 x224 
or  privateeventdirector@pelhamsplitrock
http://www.pelhamsplitrock.com

PINKBERRY CATERING
Locations through Manhattan and in Park Slope
161 Seventh Ave., Brooklyn NY 11215
(718) 788-0615, www.pinkberry.com/store-locator/

QUEENS BOTANICAL GARDEN
43-50 Main St, Flushing, NY 11355 (718) 886-3800 x201
www.queensbotanical.org/weddingsandevents

SCHNITZEL HAUS
7319 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge, NY 11029
(718) 836-5600, www.schnitzelhausny.com

SIRICO’S
8015-23 13th Ave., Brooklyn, (718) 331-2900,
www.siricoscaterers.net

TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111 Street, Flushing, NY 11368, (718) 592-5000,
www.terraceonthepark.com

THE VANDERBILT AT SOUTH BEACH
300 Father Capodanno Blvd., Staten Island
(718) 447-0800, www.vanderbiltsouthbeach.com

VISTA PENTHOUSE BALLROOM 
27-05 39th Avenue, Long Island City, NY 11101
Mike Bekker; Events Manager, (917) 602-602-8408 
mike@vistany.com, www.vistany.com

WOODHAVEN MANOR
96-01 Jamaica Ave, Woodhaven, NY 11421
(718) 805-8500, www.woodhavenmanorny.com

Lodging
ADRIA HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY 11361
www.adriahotelny.com, (800) 272-3742

Entertainment
AMAZING BOTTLE DANCERS
(800) 716-0556, pasproductions@yahoo.com 
www.bottledancers.com

E-SQUARED PRODUCTIONS/ 
360 ENTERTAINMENT
4308 Richmond Ave. in Staten Island or 1665 Bath Ave. 
in Brooklyn, (718) 227–3235, www.e2dj.com

Favors & Invitations
UNFORGETTABLE EVENTS
2049 Flatbush Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 377-4535,

Florists
13TH AVENUE FLORIST
7806 13th Ave in Brooklyn, (718) 236-9088,
www.13thaveflorist.com, www.13aveweddings.com

18TH AVENUE FLORIST
6114 18th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY, 11204, (718) 256-7434 
henrysflorist.gmail.com, www.18thaveflowers.com

FLORAL FANTASY
3031 Quentin Rd. in Brooklyn, (718) 998-7060 or
(800) 566–8380, www.floralfantasyny.com

HENRY’S FLORIST
8103 Fifth Ave. in Brooklyn
(800) 543-6797 or (718) 238–3838, 
www.henrysfloristweddingevents.com

MARINE FLORIST AND DECORATORS
1995 Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, 
(800) 447-6730 or (718) 338-3600, 
www.marineflorists.com

Jewelry
BENNY’S JEWELRY
89-02 165th Street, Suite B-1, Jamaica, NY 11432

(718) 526-4613, www.bennyny.com

BOBBY’S JEWELERS DIAMOND 
SPECIALIST
514 - 81 Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11209
(718) 745-1725

FORTUNOFF JEWELRY
1504 Old Country Road in Westbury, NY, 11590
(800) 636-7886, www.fortunoffjewelry.com

TIVOLI JEWELERS
327 Graham Ave. in Brooklyn, (718) 384-1305
www.tivolijewelers.com

Limousine Services
MILA LIMOUSINE CORPORATION
(718) 232-8973, www.milalimo.com

ROMANTIQUE/DOUBLE DIAMOND 
LIMOUSINES
1421-86 Street, Brooklyn (718) 351-7273
2041-Hylan Blvd., Staten island (718) 351-7273
www.rddlimos.com

SERGI’S PARTY LIMO
171-15A Northern Blvd, Queens, NY 11358
(718) 353-5466, (212) 682-4040, (516) 489-4040
Toll Free: (888) 546-6134, (888) LIMO-134
Fax: (718) 353-5499, info@sergislimo.com
www.sergislimo.com

VIP LIMOS SVC
(516) 488-LIMO(5466), www.viplimosvc.com

Photography & Video
FANTASY PHOTOGRAPHY
3031 Quentin Rd., Brooklyn (718) 998-0949
www.fantasyphotographyandvideo.com

GLAMOUR ME PHOTO & VIDEO
104-12 111th St., South Richmond Hill, (888) 400-2738 
or (718) 504–1970, www.glamourmestudio.com

ONE FINE DAY PHOTOGRAPHERS
459 Pacific St., Massapequa Park (516) 690–1320
www.onefinedayphotographers.com

Salons
AF BENNETT SALON
350 New Dorp Lane, Staten Island NY 10306
(718) 979-9000 www.afbennett.com

GOING IN STYLE
8205-3 Ave, Brookly, NY 11209, (718) 748-2200

PILO ARTS SALON
8412 3 Ave, Brooklyn (718) 748–7411 www.piloarts.com

Services
JOSEPH LICHTER, D.D.S.
1420 Ave. P in Brooklyn, (718) 339-7878,
www.josephlichterdds.com

OMNI DENTAL CARE
313 Kings Hwy. in Brooklyn, (718) 376-8656
www.omnidentalcare.com

THE VEIN CENTER OF THE VASCULAR 
INSTITUTE OF NY
Dr. Natalie Marks
960 - 50 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219  (718) 438-0067
www.vascularnyc.com

Travel
JO-LYN TRAVEL AGENCY
7505-15th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11219
(718) 232-3139, jolyntravel@aol.com

Wedding Expos
BOSCO’S WEDDING EXPO
www.cl.boscoweddings.com

BRIDAL AFFAIR
(718) 317–9701, www.bridalaffair.com

GREAT BRIDAL EXTRAVAGANZA
North Babylon, NY 11703, 631-667-EXPO (3976)
www.greatbridalextravaganza.com
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es and supports their 
vital role in the fabric 
of New York City,” said 
Department of Small 
Business Services 
Commissioner Gregg 
Bishop. “New York 
City is full of unique 
neighborhoods that are 
given character by lo-
cal merchants and en-
trepreneurs. New York-
ers should share their 
favorite neighborhood 
business and be sure to 
share their love.”

The interactive map 
is now available online 
at  nyc.gov/loveyourlo-
cal . Shared businesses 
may also apply for a 
share of $1.8 million 
in grant funding and 
expert advice to help 
them better meet com-
petitive pressures from 
the big chains.

“Providing oppor-
tunities for New York 
City’s small businesses 
to grow and thrive is 
pivotal for creating 
jobs and a stable econo-
my,” said City Council-

woman Julissa Ferre-
ras-Copeland (D–East 
Elmhurst). “The ‘NYC 
Love Your Local’ ini-
tiative is a creative 
way to engage consum-
ers to show support for 
local shops, all while 
helping these business-
es access capital, im-
prove their operations, 
and gain recognition.”

The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce en-
dorsed the city’s new 
small business promo-
tion.

“As the most diverse 
county in the U.S. and 
the largest geographic 
borough in New York 
City, Queens and our 
small businesses 
will be served by this 
unique initiative,” 
said Queens Chamber 
of Commerce Execu-
tive Director Thomas 
Grech. “Queens has 
nearly 47,000 business 
entities spread across 
14 City Council dis-
tricts, so this project 
will truly spread the 
love across the bor-
ough.”

The Department of 
Small Business Ser-

vices has launched a 
$400,000 advertising 
campaign to promote 
the “NYC Love Your 
Local” campaign and 
encourage New York-
ers to shop locally. 
The ads will be run-
ning in subway cars, 
LinkNYC terminals, 
on radio stations, and 
in other print and dig-
ital forms around the 
city.

“The ‘NYC Love 
Your Local’ initia-
tive is a great way to 
spread the word and 
shine a light on our 
small businesses here 
on Steinway Street,” 
said Steinway Astoria 
Partnership Execu-
tive Director Marie 
Torniali. “These busi-
nesses help Astoria 
thrive and are an in-
tegral part of what 
makes Astoria great.”

Reach reporter Bill 
Parry by e-mail at 
bparry@cnglocal.com 
or by phone at (718) 
260–4538.

Continued from Page 1 

Business
find suspects in unsolved cases 
during a hearing last Friday.

Brown said he was inspired 
to advocate for the practice after 
the murder of Karina Vetrano, a 
Howard Beach woman who was 
killed while jogging on Aug. 2, 
2016 in Spring Creek Park. The 
investigation failed to uncover 
a suspect for months, even after 
trying to match DNA in data-
bases to DNA recovered at the 
scene.

On Feb. 4, police announced 
they arrested Chanel Lewis, 
20, for Vetrano’s murder. Police 
said Lewis voluntarily offered 
a DNA sample that matched the 
DNA evidence police had previ-
ously found.

In addition to Brown, state 
Assemblywoman Stacy Phef-
fer Amato (D-Howard Beach), 
Vetrano’s family, and others 
supported the procedure, which 
allows authorities to search 
DNA databases for potential 
relatives who match a recov-
ered DNA sample. Brown said 
he was grateful for the NYPD’s 
diligent work in apprehending 
a suspect.

“But there are countless 
other horrible cold cases that 

remain unsolved,” Brown said. 
“Those victims and families 
continue to suffer and to live in 
fear and the public remains at 
risk of the perpetrators striking 
again. That isn’t right.”

Brown cited several instanc-
es in California where he said 
the practice had helped capture 
suspects, but organizations like 
the Legal Aid Society and the 
New York Civil Liberties Union 
expressed caution about the 
practice. The Legal Aid Society 
argued familial searching could 
put family members of suspects 
not involved with crime in the 
cross hairs of a DNA search.

“Because the database dis-

proportionately holds the ge-
netic profiles of people of color, 
the suspects generated will be 
disproportionately people of col-
or,” Legal Aid’s public comment 
said. “Therefore, when there are 
false positives, when the family 
members of convicted offenders 
are wrongly targeted, those in-
nocent targets of police action 
will be disproportionately peo-
ple of color.” 

Brown said regulations 
could be put in place to satisfy 
the concerns of civil rights ad-
vocates.

“In my judgment, familial 
DNA searching represents 
sound public policy,” Brown 
said. “Prudent, appropriate, 
limited safeguards can be put 
in place to ensure that familial 
searching is used thoughtfully 
- not indiscriminately - and 
that information generated by 
these searches is handled with 
sensitivity.”

If the subcommittee makes 
a recommendation on familial 
DNA searching, it must be sent 
to the commission for action as 
well, according to the commis-
sion’s website.

Reach reporter Patrick 
Donachie by e-mail at pdonach-
ie@cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4573.

Continued from Page 1 
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Avella calls for roundtable facilitator
BY MARK HALLUM

State Sen. Tony Avella 
(D-Bayside) has called on 
the Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey to hire 
a permanent roundtable 
facilitator to resolve the is-
sue of airplane noise over 
northeast Queens following 
the agency’s announcement 
it would have someone tem-
porarily fill the position.

A facilitator would 
oversee the day-to-day op-
erations of the roundtable, 
manage meetings and carry 
out decisions made by the 
group.

Avella told a news confer-
ence at his offices last Friday 
that a December meeting 
was postponed because the 
facilitator appointed for that 
meeting was deemed unac-
ceptable on account of pos-
sible conflicts of interest.

Avella described the de-
lay in appointing a facilita-
tor a “stall tactic” to avoid 

providing the roundtable 
with leadership needed to 
create compromise on the 
issue of airplane noise.

“Here we are several 
years later. We still don’t 
have bylaws,” Avella said. 
“This person happens to 
be a former employee of the 
Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey... Also, he is 
currently a lobbyist.”

Queens Quiet Skies Pres-
ident Janet McEneaney was 
not at the conference, but de-
livered a written statement 
through the organization 
and Community Board 11 
member Henry Euler.

“In April 2015, Queens 
Quiet Skies proposed to the 
Port Authority that they hire 
a consultant for 6 months to 
work as a roundtable facili-
tator to help us create a real 
roundtable,” McEneaney 
said. “We proposed someone 
with 25 years of experience 
as the roundtable facilita-
tor at San Francisco. Since 

then, he has worked around 
the country to create round-
tables in areas where groups 
did not get along. He was 
willing to take on the chal-
lenge. The Port Authority 
had no interest.”

Avella said on Feb. 15 
he would be boycotting the 
roundtable meeting  sched-

uled for that night calling 
it a farce without a proper 
facilitator in place.

“The Port Authority is 
attempting to cripple this 
Roundtable with their re-
fusal to hire a full-time fa-
cilitator that would help the 
Roundtable run as efficiently 
as possible. I cannot support 

or respect any decisions that 
may come from this meeting 
as they are a clear attempt 
by the Port Authority to un-
dermine the community’s 
wishes,” Avella said.

A Freedom of Infor-
mation request made by 
Queens Quiet Skies to the 
Port Authority found in Sep-
tember that flight patterns 
of commercial jets making 
the climb above northeast 
Queens during departures 
from LaGuardia Airport 
have increased and account 
for about 15 percent of the all 
traffic to and from the inter-
national hub.

Avella and Vice Presi-
dent of Queens Quiet Skies 
Brian Will presented the 
findings about runway us-
age data for LaGuardia Air-
port, which Will extrapo-
lated himself.

“Northeast Queens in 
2002 had 57,000 departures 
over it. By 2016, we are on 
pace for 100,000 departures. 

That’s nearly a doubling of 
the departures over this 
neighborho od,” Will said, 
referring specifically to 
Jackson Heights and Wood-
side, which have seen a sev-
en-fold increase in fly-overs 
within that period of time. 
“This is just staggering 
for me and we’re getting it 
straight from the Port Au-
thority.”

The data from Port 
Authority points out that 
northeast Queens is affect-
ed by traffic from runway 13 
of LaGuardia Airport. Two 
main departures routes, 
the TNNIS Climb and the 
Whitestone Climb, bring 
high levels of noise to the 
borough. Northeast Queens 
climbs accounted for just 
under half the departures 
from LaGuardia in 2014.

Reach reporter Mark Hal-
lum by e-mail at mhallum@
cnglocal.com or by phone at 
(718) 260–4564.

State Sen. Tony Avella and advocates for reducing airplane noise 
voiced disapproval for Port Authority’s delay in appointing a full 
time roundtable facilitator. Photo by Mark Hallum

Though Chanel Lewis was arrest-
ed for Karina Vetrano’s murder, 
DA Brown and Vetrano’s parents 
are continuing to advocate for the 
state to authorize the use of fa-
milial DNA searches. 
 Photo by Ellis Kaplan
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